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; 


In line with the other publications of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, this appearance of |this copy_of the 
Scottish Bird Report contains a number of alterations in format and layout. The recent drop in the, cost of 
publishing, partly due to cheaper paper and printing costs, and partly due to in-house desk-top publishing, has 
allowed the Scottish Bird Report to expand somewhat since the late 1980s. Then the SBR ran to 45-55 pages, 
now itis twice that figure. This change is also visible in many of the local bird reports on which the SBR is 
based. They have expanded enormously, allowing most local recorders to include many more records than they 
had been able to previously and to include many features that would have been unheard of even 10 years ago such 
as black-and-white and even colour photos, graphical presentations of statistical data and more room for local 
observers to write up their observations of rare birds or produce accounts of local surveys. 


To accommodate this expansion of records and the vast and continuing improvement in the quality of many 
observations, I have switched the format of the SBR away from the two-column structure adopted in the 1990 
SBR as a means of saving space, two justified columns having less empty line-ends than a single column struc- 
ture. The new format, with tables in boxes separated from the body of the text, is easier on the eye, hopefully 
reads better and allows the text to flow better. I have also allowed more space for the artwork and also included 
photos for the first time since Angus Hogg’s editorial reign in the 1980s. While colour photos would be nice, their 
cost would mean a much diminished amount of space for bird records and accordingly was not considered as an 
option. I hope the changes will meet with your approval. 


Itis also gratifying to see that more local bird reports are expanding the sections of their species accounts that 
deal with breeding birds. There are more accounts dealing with how many of each species breeding in an area and 
more information on year-on-year changes at particular sites, or collections of sites, that help to trace the annual 
variations in breeding success. While many local bird reports have included the data from the Wetland Bird 
Scheme (WeBS) for years, some local reports now include statistics from the various national monitoring schemes 
such as the Non-Estuarine Waterbird Survey (VEWS), Common Bird Census (CBC), Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS), Constant Effort Sites (CES), Water Bird Survey (WBS) and even the Garden Birds Watch Scheme (GBWS). 
To provide a fuller picture I have obtained the Scottish data from the BBS from Richard Bashford at the BTO and 
attempted to do a regional breakdown of the main data on numbers and the presence of some breeding birds in 
different parts of Scotland. This will hopefully provide added information for the reader on the annual variation 
in the numbers present and also something of how the commonest species vary in density across the country. 


With such changes I must repeat my usual appeal for help, Alec Copland & Jim Duncan have responded this year 
but I am always looking for more help and would be please to receive any offers at all. I will also need photos 
appropriate to the year in question for publication in the SBR for that year. This does not just refer to rarities, I 
am absolutely delighted to have good pictures of commoner species to include in the SBR. 


Ray Murray, June 2000. 


Leach’s Petrel 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report . Sas 


4 Scottish Bird Report 199) 
AE EE PT Oa OT EY CRA ARO OURO OS OO TS, OR EC ESSE 

Introduction | 
This is the 31st Scottish Bird Report to be published since 1968 by the Scottish Ornithologists Club. The SBR is most! 
based on the local area bird reports published by SOC branches and local bird clubs throughout Scotland. The local are} 
are mapped on the inside back cover of the SBR, preceded by the full list of local recorders and the areas that they cove, 
Full details for contacting the local recorders and obtaining copies of the local bird reports are included. A full summai_ 
of this information is also held on the SOC’s web site at www.the-soc.org.uk. I am delighted to say that I received full da}, 
from all twenty-one local areas in Scotland, providing a comprehensive picture of 1998. 
It should be emphasised that local bird reports can only contain information on what has actually been observed in dl 
area in any year. They do not seek to summarise a species’ status in the area. That is the place of a “The Birds of Mord 
& Nairn” not the 1998 Moray & Nairn Bird Report. They are in effect annual samples of the local bird populations, son), 
being better samples than others. Paradoxically we are likely to know much more about our rarer species than those th, 
are more common. The job of the SBR is to present a comprehensible summary of the huge amount of data that | 
contained in twenty Scottish local bird reports. This task is by no means easy as different bird reports can place a differe| 
emphasis on different species. They can also present their data in a bewildering number of ways, all of which are nj) 
necessarily compatible. In order to present as much data as possible in the SBR I feel it appropriate to abbreviate the arf 
names as much as possible, allowing for full comprehension. Accordingly many area names are referred to by just sing) 
letters (in bold). Sites also receive much the same treatment. All site names are followed by the abbreviation for 1 
recording area the first time they appear in a species account but not subsequently. 


Only selected records are provided. Precedence is given to details concerning breeding populations, peak counts all 
migration patterns. This issue also includes observations of the first sightings of young away from the nest, a feature th) 
I would like to encourage observers to forward to their recorders. Just as changes in arrival dates might tell us somethil, 
of climatic change, so might the first sighting of young, if recorded over long periods of time. All national rarities ai) 
semi-raities are included only where the BBRC, SBRC or the local areas committees have vetted the descriptions. Al 
pending records will be included in future reports. If more details are required for any record the first source shou) 
always be the local area report and then the Icoal recorder. Minor mistakes have occurred in the past in the details of dat) 
and numbers and in the spelling of place names. While every effort is made to ensure that these do not occur, min) 
mistakes do creep in un-noticed. They will not be corrected in future editions of the SBR. The precise corroboration | 
any record should always be with the iocal bird report concerned. 


} 


| 


The sequence of scientific names in the species list follows the Voous sequence. English names, for the present, w) 
follow those used in the past. While a few local area reports have adopted the new BOU or British Birds names, the SB 
following the advice of the last conference of Scottish Local Recorders, will go with the consensus usage for the tir 
being. It should be noted however that the SBRC has adopted the new BOU names and that this is likely to bring forwa|, 
a decision on this issue. 
Two conventions are used to denote breeding success: MBS - mean brood size, is used when the data comprises counts | 
broods, MBS being calculated by dividing the number of young by the number of broods; MBP - mean breeding produ) 
tion, is used when the the size of the population attempting to breed is known, the number of young being divided by t) 
number of breeding attempts or territorial pairs. MBP necessarily includes unsuccessful attempts and failed breeders a’ 
so will always have a lower value than MBS which only counts successful attempts. For reasons of comprehensior 
prefer to use br! rather than b/1 to indicate broods size. Where multiple broods are referred to, 3br7 indicates 7 you: 
counted from 3 broods. 


Abbreviations 
sg description required 2br16  ~=—2: broods with 16 young total /hr hourly passage rate 
m/mm _ male(s) MCS mean clutch size RSG Raptor Study Group | 
f/ff female (s) MBS mean brood size km? square kilometre 
pr(s) pair(s) MBP mean breeding production Res. Reservoir 
terr territory juv juvenile lege Loch/Pond | 
AOT apparenly occupied territory imm immature R. River 
AON apparently occupied nest Ist-w age - first-winter etc. BBS Breeding Bird Survey | 
(34) equivalent figure for 2nd-s —_ age - second summer etc. WeBS Wetland Bird Survey 
previous year N.SE flight direction WBS Waterways Bird Survey | 
c/2 clutch of 2 eggs etc. max. maximum. minimum etc. CES Constant Effort Site 


br2 brood of 2 young etc. NEWS  Non-estuarine Waterbird Count 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 5 


1998 in Scotland 


Yet another mild winter continued an almost decade-spanning run of mild conditions that has undoubtedly helped the 
recolonisation of large parts of eastern and southern Scotland by Stonechat. It has probably also boosted wintering 
numbers of Chiffchaff and Blackcap both of which had good numbers in winter 97-98. It was also a good winter for 


_ Snow Bunting and Twite, both of which were more abundant than usual in central and southern Scotland. Waxwing 


however were virtually absent. 


A fine spell of weather in March promised much and persuaded many resident species to start breeding early. The 
promise was false however and the return of the snows in late April and early May put paid to the breeding season for 
many ground and upland nesting raptors and waders with the snowmelt impacting on many waterfowl through flooding. 


_ The fine spell produced a movement of Iceland Gulls. At much the same time, and perhaps from the same source, late 


April and May produced the first rarities of the year in the form of Scotland’s third Hermit Thrush on Fair Isle, the Sth 


- & 6th Pied-billed Grebes in Argyll and Forth and Orkney’s first Caspian Tern. Also bound for the Arctic were two 
- Red-breasted Geese and now fewer than five White-billed Divers. Despite a steady number of Little Egrets and 
- Spoonbills passing through, continental traffic was pretty slow for most of April and May other than a fine male Yellow- 
. browed Bunting on Orkney, also the third for Scotland. Movements from the continent towards the end of May 


f 
. 


managed to produce the first mainland Scops Owl in Clyde, the first mainland Serin since 1911 in the Borders, a 
Collared Flycatcher on Fair Isle as well as a sprinkling of Common Rosefinch, Icterine, Marsh and Subalpine 


’ Warblers. In June what is potentially Scotland’s third Cretzschmar’s Bunting appeared on Orkney but the record is yet 
» pending with the Rarities Committee. A wandering Black Stork brought some joy to North-east and Highland birders 


| 


in midsummer. 


| The poor spring for weather continued into summer with storms in mid and late June that had a major impact on many 
| young birds around the time of fledging. Consequently production was generally poor across the board, insect larvae 
' being stripped off the trees by the wind and rain which led to many chicks starving to death in the nest and in some 


seabird colonies young being washed off the cliffs. Despite the conditions White-tailed Eagles, Ospreys and Red Kites 


/ all did well. Eagle production was in double-figures for the first time, while Ospreys almost fledged 100 young and also 
_ bred successfully for the first time south of the Central Lowlands, a long-awaited event. Despite it being a poor year for 


( 


Quail, two broods were noted while Corncrake continue to improve due to the hard-won changes in farm management 


_ within their breeding range. Nuthatch continue to thrive and expand with some 35 pairs noted in the Borders as well as 


ih 
i 


Black Terns and the skuas showing one of the 


| poorest movements in the last few years. On the 


other hand Mediterranean and Cory’s Shearwa- 


4 


' some excellent numbers of Ruff, Little Stints and 
| Curlew Sandpipers. Rare waders were rather 
| scarce, a Pacific Golden Plover on Shetland in July, 
i Scotland’s third Western Sandpiper on Orkney in 
| September and two Terek Sandpipers in Clyde and 
‘| Moray & Nairn being the big exceptions. Passer- 


ine movements were also quite good with falls in 


the first record for Ayrshire and multiple records from Lothian, hopefully foretelling further spread northwards into 
Scotland. Record numbers of Black-tailed Godwit and Wood paudbiper also tried to nest. 


Early autumn passage was mixed with only a few 


Ruff 


Stuart Rivers 


‘ter did fairly well. Amongst the waders there were 


‘early and late September. The first fall produced aes on lat SuR 
several Ortolan Buntings and Booted Warblers ae a 


and a host of commoner species which included some very high counts, particularly of Pied Flycatchers. The best bird 


_was undoubtedly the first Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler for Scotland at Sumburgh Head in Shetland. The late September- 
early October movement had excellent numbers of Reed Warblers, Red-breasted Flycatchers, Little and Rustic Bun- 
‘tings as well as Scotland’s fourth Isabelline Wheatear on Fair Isle, the seventh Red-flanked Bluetail in the North-east 


and no fewer than four Pallas’s Grasshopper Warblers on Fair Isle. In amongst what were primarily continental birds 
‘a Bobolink from America appeared on Shetland, the fourth record for Scotland. 

| 

'The autumn was poor for thrushes and finches, with no distinctive thrush passage and very few Siskin, Redpoll, Chaffinch 
and Brambling arriving from Europe. This had a real impact on winter finch numbers, Bramblings being compara- 
ively rare in winter 98-99. Chaffinch flocks also disappointingly small. A late flurry of movement did manage a 
sprinkling of Bearded Tits that gave a host of first county records. Yet another mild winter produced even more over- 
/wintering Blackcap and Chiffchaff and even a White Wagtail. Twite and Snow Buntings were present in even better 
aumbers than last winter and once again Waxwings hardly troubled us. An Ivory Gull at Inverpolly brightened the 


;nidwinter for a few hardly souls. 


i] 


a TT TENT 
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| 
The Scottish Birds Records Committee 


The Scottish Birds Records Committee was set up by the SOC in 1984 to consider records of species not rare enough i} 
Britain to be dealt with by the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC), but which are rare in Scotland. | 


A three-tier system of record assessment now exists for Scottish records, with BBRC being responsible for Britis) 
rarities, SBRC for other rare Scottish birds and local records committees for lesser rarities together with local raritie! 
BBRC has a list of British rarities and SBRC have produced a list of additional species which are rare in Scotland (know/ 
as the SBRC List). All records of species on these lists require to be substantiated by the acceptance of a written desctit 
tion, which in the first place should be submitted to the Local Recorder for the area concerned. i 


Records of species appearing on the SBRC List are not accepted for publication within the Scottish Bird Report unles 
they have been accepted by either SBRC or one of the local committees. Similarly records of species appearing on th) 
BBRC List must be accepted by BBRC prior to publication. 


76 records have been submitted to SBRC for 1998, of which 6 remain pending. Of the records adjudicated upon 62 (89% 
have been accepted and 8 (11%) were found to be unacceptable (in most cases these were considered possible but nq_ 
proven). This is the lowest number of records examined by SBRC since 1992 and possibly reflects the increased activil 
of local committees, rather than a reduction in birds seen. One encouraging trend has been in the percentage of recor¢ 
accepted, which has increased significantly in recent years. It is probabie that this is partly due to observers’ improve, 
ability to complete assessment forms. Revised figures for records examined in recent years are:- | 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 


accepted 40 38 64 99 95 125 110 62 
rejected 12 10 17 25 15 22 14 8 
pending i 2 4 2 1 DD 6 
total 53 50 81 128 112 148 126 76 


% accepted 77% 79% 79% 80% 86% 85% 89% 89% 


The SBRC List for 2000 has remained the same as in 1999. As a result of a review which is now taking place, there mé 
be a small number of changes to the list from 2001. In addition to record assessment a major function of SBRC is now a 
maintenance of the Scottish List. Significant progress has now been made towards publication during 2001 of a full li 
of subspecies recorded in Scotland. It is also intended to include status symbols for each race. 


Pete Gordon, having served since 1992, retired from the committee during 1999. Pete was a valuable member of SBR( 
serving as Chairman from 1997-9 and playing a major part in compiling the sightings of species recorded in Scotland « 
five or fewer occasions, which were published in Scottish Birds during 1996. Dougie Dickson, from Fife is Pete’s replac 
ment on the committee and Dave Clugston has succeeded him as Chairman. The present committee consists of Da’ 
Clugston (Chairman), Kevin Osborn, Bruce Forrester, Ian Andrews, Colin Crooke, Martin Gray, Dougie Dickson all 
Ron Forrester (Secretary). | 
All records should be sent to the SBRC via the Local Recorder, who should then forward correspondence to Ron Forreste 
Secretary, SBRC, The Gables, Eastlands Road, Rothesay, Isle of Bute PA20 9JZ. 
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S.B.R.C. List 2000 


Cory’s SHEARWATER KENTISH PLOVER Cetti’s WARBLER 
GREAT SHEARWATER Pectoral Sandpiper* Aguatic WARBLER 
Mediterranean Shearwater Buff-breasted Sandpiper Marsh Warbler 
Little Egret Mediterranean Gull Icterine Warbler* 
PuRPLE HERON Sabine’s Gull MELopious WARBLER 
White Stork RING-BILLED GULL DARTFORD WARBLER 
Spoonbill HERRING GULL (yellow-legged Barred Warbler* 
Green-winged Teal (carolinensis) Races MICHAHELLIS and Pallas’s Warbler* 
Ring-necked Duck CACHINNANS) Firecrest 

’ Surf Scoter Bee-eater Red-breasted Flycatcher* 
Honey Buzzard* LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER BEARDED Tit 

_ Montacu’s HARRIER GREATER SHORT-TOED LARK WooDCcHuHAaT SHRIKE 
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD WOODLARK* EuROPEAN SERIN 
Hobby* Richard’s Pipit* Common Rosefinch 
Crane* Tawny PIPIir CirL BUNTING 

_ STONE CURLEW WATER PIPIT Ortolan Bunting* 

Little Ringed Plover Nightingale LittLe BUNTING 


~ KEY Upper case (BLock CapitaLs): SBRC would prefer to receive all records. 
Lower case: These should normally be dealt with locally if a local records committee exists, but should be submitted to 
| SBRC if there is no local committee. 


* A dispensation has been granted to the Local Recorders in Shetland & Orkney that records of species marked with this symbol can 
be accepted at their discretion without full written descriptions. A similar dispensation has been granted to the Argyll Local Recorder 
| in respect of Mediterranean Shearwater. 


: Acknowledgements 


I would like to thank Alec Copland & Jim Duncan for their efforts in compiling part of the SBR (raptors to rails and 
»shrikes to buntings respectively ). I still need help for the 1999 report as I intend to attempt to advance the publication 
i date of the SBR by 3 months to facilitate publication of the Borders Bird Report which | also edit. If you feel that you 
could tackle 5-6 pages please contact me. Steve Hunt & Malcolm Ross also assisted with proof-reading while Anna 
‘Murray kindly offered to correct errors in the final version that was passed on to the printers. Angus Hogg not only 
‘allow me to use artwork from the Ayrshire Bird Report but also provided a number of slides for publication. 


The professional ornithologist’s that passed on information and reports are also thanked: Lorcan O’Toole & Colin 
Crooke for the data on Corncrake, White-tailed Eagle & Red Kite; Kate Thompson for the Seabird Report; and Rich- 
ard Bashford at the BTO for the Breeding Bird Survey data. If there are any other reports out there that have not been 
/ included in the SBR I would be most grateful to receive them to help complete the annual picture of Scottish ornithology. 


) The major thanks however must go to all of the Scottish local area recorders and their editors for the compilation and 
production of the area reports. With the passing years the records received from observers has improved in both quality 
and volume and it is the handful of local recorders and editors that are mostly responsible for that improvement. Success 

| has bred success. As usual their have been a number of changes to the recorder network. Paul Baker has moved on at 

| Fair Isle, Andy Webb has stood down as co-recorder for the North-east and Mike Nicholl has decided to pass the task on 

‘to someone else in Angus & Dundee with more time. They are all thanked for their efforts over the past few years. We 

welcome Deryk Shaw & Dan Carmichael to the fold and hope they have many enjoyable years as local recorders. 
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Best Artwork in a Local Scottish Bird Report Award 

nrecent year the Scottish Bird Report has been adorned by examples of some of the best artwork that appears in the local 
dird reports published in Scotland. In 1995 it was decided to make awards for the best artwork made available for use in 

he SBR. Local report editors are always wary of making demands on professional artists and are always grateful for the 
“ise of their work at no cost. The award is made to encourage new artists to help out their local bird report. 

Awards are made to Darren Woodhead for his work in the Lothian Bird Report, Steven Cale whose work graces the 
Juter Hebrides Bird Report and to Angus Hogg for his marvellous Goshawk that appears in his own report, the Ayrshire 
3ird Report. In addition I would like to thank Stuart Rivers (Fife Bird Report), Alec Copland (Borders Bird Report), 
Andrew Stevenson (Ayrshire Bird Report), Steven Brown (Fife Bird Report) & Paul Collin (Dumfries & Galloway 

\3ird Report) for use of their works. 

would also like to thank Ian Andrews, Alec Copland, Dave Jenner, Rosemary Davidson & Angus Hogg for use of their 

hotographs in the SBR. 


SPECIES LIST FOR 1998 


Monthly max. 
Burghead M&N 4 - 8 - 32 20 
Eden Est. Fife 36 3. 53 46 83 50 4ii 
Fof Forth 51 30 4 Gl 45 10 
Clyde Est. Clyde 95 136 132 125 i 33. 28 
Ardrossan Ayr i 9 4 2 0 7d oF 
Turnberry Ayr 18 33 345 2 17 9 3h 
L.Ryan D&G 


Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 

Winter/Spring: 80 St.Andrews F, 35 L.Indaal, Islay Arg, 
22 Sound of Harris OH in Jan; 50 Kinnaber A&D & 40 
Carnoustie A&D in Feb; 350 Don-Blackdog NE, 67 
Aberlady L, 65 Largo Bay F, 46 Irvine-Stevenson Pt. 
Ayr, 20 Dunnet Bay Caith & 16 Dunglass B in Mar; 
1S5E Tarbat Ness H in Apr; 25 Largo Bay in May. 
Movements: 34W Kinghorn F 10 Jan; 41N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH Apr-May; 16W Kinghorn 11 Apr. | 
Breeding: Another late breeding season on Shetland with eggs and small chicks into Aug and a marked reduction| 
successful pairs at monitored sites (from 54 to 44), the lowest since 1988. Others present failed or did not atten) 
breeding. Within one plot the number of occupied waters fell to the lowest since 1981 and the pairs fell to 25% of 1) 
early 1980s total. The productivity of successful pairs was at 1.43, a little above the mean (1.36), confirming th 
problems occurred early rather than later in the season. Success was poor on Fetlar and Foula. Ork had a late lb} 
moderately successful season on Hoy at MBP. 0.59 (mean 0.53). Reduced predation by Bonxies may have been a fact, 
Success was high on W. Mainland (0.48) but low on Rousay (0.16). Overall Ork success was 0.60 (mean 0.48). 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
OHeb c.14prs N.Uist; 6prs Benbecula, 1 successful; 8prs S.Uist: Caith 2prs, 1 successful; High 4prs Han) 
reared 2br3; 3prs Eigg reared 3br3 but Otter predation was a problem, 9prs Rum had MBP 0.56; P&K | 
L.Tummel area in May & 3 L.Tay in Jul but no evidence of breeding; Forth 1 bird early summer in Trossacl) 
Arg 6prs Coll; Sprs mid-Argyll reared 4br4; single prs Colonsay & Islay; 6 sites Mull and single sites Cowal} 
Tiree: Clyde Is 2prs Arran were successful; pr Bute reared br2: Clyde 2 sites, 1 reared br2, the other failed . 
site being developed as a trout-fishery. 
Autumn/Winter: 62S Aird an Runair-Grimnish Pt., N.Uist Aug-Nov; 66S Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist OH Aug-Ng; 
58S Turnberry Pt. Ayr 19-20 Sep with 17S there 3 Oct; 112N Peterhead NE & 41S Fife Ness F 27 Sep; 2N/2 
Fife Ness & 19 Machrihanish Arg 30 Sep; 15 Machrihanish on 11 Oct; 24 Lossiemouth M&N 2 Oct; 1 
Grimnish Pt. 14-17 Dec; 27S/3N Turnberry Pt. & 14W Kinghorn F 19 Dec. 

Other counts: 51 Dalmeny shore L & 20 Fair Is in Sep; 83 Goosepools F, 40 Lunan Bay A&D & 25 Tart 
Ness in Oct; 64 Aberlady, 59 Scapa Flow Ork & 50 Earlshall F in Nov; 90 Embo-Dornoch H in Dec. 


|, 


Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 
Mostly 1-2 birds Jan-Apr: 4 Musselburgh L 2-23 Jan; 60 Gruinard Bay H & 40 Sinclair’s Bay Caith on 25 Ji 
21 L.Coalisport Arg 28 Jan with 44 on 7 Mar; 7 L.Buie, Mull Arg 7 Mar; 15 Dunnet Bay Caith & 8 Ruddoj 
Pt. F 22 Mar; 6 Carsethorn D&G 26 Mar; 21 Skipness Arg 8 May. 


Black-throated Diver: 
aw.44. Darren Woodhead | 
Lothian Bird Report 


aw ase eee abe ———eeeEEEEEo———=xx 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 


Breeding: OHeb 7prs N & S.Uist & Benbecula reared 
4pr6: Caith pr reared 1 young: High success lower 
than normal overall, but the artificial raft sites had con- 
spicuously better success ranging between MBS 0.25- 

0.60 with mean 0.44; P&K noted 6 sites, failed 1 sites 
with br! another; Forth 2 sites, produced just 1 young: 
Arg 10prs monitored, 8 bred (5 on rafts) from which 
just 2 young fledged: Clyde 1 site failed: Ayr pr at 1 
site did not breed: D&G pr reared | young. 


1998 sites Sites young MBS at 
monitored occupied fledged fledging 

Sutherland 41 12 0.40 

Ross-shire 0.42 


Inverness 0.30 
Highland total 82 


Scotland total 114 


Autumn/Winter: 25 GairL. H 19 Jul; 5 Burghead Bay M&N 26 Jul; 17 The Braigh, Lewis OH 24 Aug; 
14 Sound of Ghiha Arg 26 Aug; 25 on sea off Applecross H 17 Sep with 40 nearby 2 Oct; 7W Chanonry Pt. H 

‘20 Sep; 21 Gruinard Bay 8 Oct; 11 Blackwaterfoot, Arran Clyde Is 10 Oct; 18 Burghead Bay 13 Oct; 5 Largo 
Bay F 2 Nov; 12 Brora H 5 Nov; 18 Sinclair’s Bay 12 Dec. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 


‘ Winter/Spring: 160 in Arg coastal count (Dec’97-Jan’98); 50 Bring Deeps, Hoy Ork, 47 Wabister shore Shet , 
47 Skelda Ness Shet, 42 Orosay-Ludag, S.Uist OH, 35 L.Indaal, Islay Arg, 35 Dunnet Bay Caith, 33 Sound 
‘of Harris OH in Jan; 67 N.Gigha, Arg in Feb; 99 Deer Sound Ork, 51 Maidens-Finnarts shore Ayr and 


42 Gruinard Bay H in Mar. 


’ Passage: 330 Deer Sound, 110 Howmore-Ludag, S.Uist OH, 44 Hynish Bay, Tiree Arg, 32 Dipple shore Ayr & 


40 Rubha Ardvule OH 19 May; 30 Hynish Bay 20 May. 


23 Quendale Shet 26-29 Apr; 16 Dunnet Bay 8 May; 19 Kennedy’s Pass Ayr 10 May; 20 L.Ewe H 13 May; 


‘As usual few on E coast: max 5 Goosepools F 9 Mar; 5 Rattray Head NE 16 May. 
Few Jun-Jul: Shet (4), Fair Is, c.10 High, NE (3), M&N, Fife & Arg (8): max counts 14 Sandoyne Ork 10 Jul 


| &7 Sinclair’s Bay Caith 28 Jul. 


i Autumn/Winter: 227S Aird an Runair-Grimnish Pt. N.Uist OH Aug-Nov with 147 there 9-15 Oct. 
12 Balnakeil Bay H 28 Sep; 8 Sound of Gigha 30 Sep; 10 Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay Arg 11 Oct; 30 Dunnet Bay 
© 16 Oct; 16S Machrihanish Arg 25 Oct; 25 Sandhead D&G 24 Nov; 31 Machrihanish-Westport Arg 20 Dec; 


16S Turnberry Pt. Ayr 27 Dec. 


| See Birding Scotland |: 72 & Fife Bird Report for photos of albinistic bird at Inverkeithing. 


he White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii 


Ist-s Papa Westray Ork 29 Apr; ad Heogland, Unst Shet 15 May; Ist-2nd-s Ard A’Chadais, Vatersay OH on 
‘17 May; | Barry Buddon, A&D 24-25 May; ist-s Holm Sound Ork 1 Jul. 


2Nads Peterhead NE & ad Papa Westray on 12 Oct. 


8 birds with first for Angus & Dundee and 7th & 8th records for NE. 
: May and October movements off N Scotland are becoming increasing well established in recent years. 
See McCurley (2000) in Angus & Dundee Bird Report 1998, 59-60 for account for first for Angus & Dundee. 


| * Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
Ad Aithrey L. Forth 3-7 Jun and ad L.Peallach, Mull 
Arg 8-15 Jun. 
First records for Forth & Argyll. 

Despite the coincidence of the dates of departure & 
-mrival, the BBRC consider that these may well have 
een two different birds. 

ith & 6th records for Scotland. 


( 
| 


ttle Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 


Previous records: 
1975: 1 Carlingwark L. D&G 1-8 Oct 
1977: 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 9 Jan-27 Mar 


1983: 1 Askernish, $.Uist OHeb 8 Jun-22 Aug 
1987: 1 Lochmaben, D&G 24-25 Apr 


Jn sea Jan-Mar: 19 Findhorn Bay M&N, 18 Outer L.Etive Arg, 7 Kingston M&N, 7 Guardbridge F, 7 Clyde 
ist. Clyde in Jan; 7 Culzean Ayr & 5 Kilmuir H in Feb with 1-3 birds South Nesting Bay Shet, Sullom Voe 


thet, L.Aulasary, N.Uist OH, Inverkeithing F, Port Laing F, Musselburgh L & Hunterston Ayr. 
9 at 3 areas of R.Clyde Clyde, 10 Campbeltown L. Arg, 9 Bogside Ayr, 8 L.Flemington M&N in Jan; 41 on 
“Clyde in Feb. 5 Bagh an t’Strathaidh H in Mar. Reports of overwinter on lochs appears to be increasing. 
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Sites Pairs Broods 


18 23 3+ 


ders & Clyde. Success was generally poorer than 199, 
f 


& 14R. Clyde at Thankerton in Sep; 14 Duddine 
L. L & 12 Monikie A&D in Oct. 


Small influx (c.14) to Shet Oct-Dec with single Fair Is in Oct. 

Inland: 14 on R.Leven at Dumbarton Bridge Clyde; 10 Linlithgow L., 9 L.Faskally P&K & 8 LDunalista 
P&K into Dec. 

On sea: 10 Hunterston Ayr in Oct; 31 Outer L. Etive, 13 Clyde Est., 10 Scapa Flow Ork, 8 Findhorn Bay an 
6 Conan Is. H in Dec with 1-3 Methil F in Nov; 1 Delnies M&N, Lossiemouth M&N & Burnmouth B in De) 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
355 Nith Est. D&G, 105 Ardmore Pt. Clyde, 100 Kinneil Forth, 82 Blackness L & 20 Culross F in Jay 
179 Nith Est., 109 Cramond shore L & 41 L.Ryan D&G in Feb; 135 Cramond in Mar. 
Singles noted Shet (2), Ork (2), Caith & High (2). } 
Small (1-3) Jan numbers on freshwater in NE, Forth, Arg & Clyde. 
Return to territories: Clyde 1 Mar; Bord 11 Mar; M&N 15 Mar. | 
Breeding: High 1 L.Assynt in Jun; M&N 2 attempts by pr at L._Spynie but no success since 1990; NE 9 your 
seen L.of Strathbeg in season; P&K noted 15 lochs with 19 Marlee L. in Mar & 10 L.Clunie in Jun, young note 
: . L.Monzievaird; Fife worst season since 1993 with: 
pies EAs Bree Young MBps MBE attempts from 9prs Kilconquhar L.; Loth very "7 
3 success; Bord best success for some years althou 
small numbers; Clyde poor success at 0.6 young/ 
(1987-97 mean 0.9); D&G success only noted at ji 
1 site. 
First broods: Loth 21 Jun; Bord 26 Jun; Ayr 13 J) 
Late brood Waulkmill Glen Res. Clyde hatched eai 
Oct, still fed by adults 27 Nov but abandoned 30 N¢ 
Generally poor success. Late starts and broods su 
gests some relaying but early departure and lar, { 
numbers were earlier than usual flocks on sea. 


Post-breeding assemblies: 34 L.Gelly F & 19 L.of Strathbeg NE in Jul; 41 Balgray Res. Clyde in Aug. 

On sea: 136 Ardmore Pt. Clyde, 40 L.Ryan & 37 Cramond in Jul with 142 Dalmeny shore L in Aug; 110 Cly 
Est., 74 Musselburgh L., 74 Seafield L & 42 Nith Est. in Sep; 58 L-Ryanin Nov; 50 St.Andrews Bay Fi 
48 Seafield in Dec. 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
At Britain’s main winter concentration in the Firth of Fort 
29 Gosford Bay L., 9 Aberlady Bay L & 6 Musselbur 
L in Jan; 25 Aberlady, 20 Gosford, 16 Largo Bay F & 
Musselburgh in Mar. 12 still at Gosford and 9 Largo B| 
in Apr. Smaller numbers seen along Fife and Lothian coas 
26 Sandoyne-Holm Sound Ork in Jan, 10 there in M 
Elsewhere 1-3 birds North Voe, Whalsay Shet, Chano 

Pt. H, Burghead Bay M&N, Vane Farm P&K a 
L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Jan; Swannay L. Ork, Peterh 

NE & L.na Keal, Mull Arg in Mar; Ardmore Pt. Cly 
Jan-Mar; & Papa Westray Ork in May. 


Red-necked eae Lindean Ree 1994 
Photo: Rosemary Davidson 


Breeding: First broods: Clyde br2 at Garnkirk Moy 


(c.1 week old) on the very early date of 1 May; Bor 
7 Jun; Caith 1 Jul; NE 25 Jul. Record numbers Bo, 


Post-breeding assemblies: 30 Linlithgow L. L, 2 
Kilconquhar L. F, 14 Lindores L. A&D, 14 Auche1_ 
dores Res. Clyde, 13 Hoselaw L. B & 13 Portmore) 
B in Aug; 36 Hogganfield L. Clyde, 22 Carsebeg 
P&K, 16 L.Moraig P&K, 14 Barons Haugh Clyc 


i 
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Se a a ee OE EE) Fo NEE BL a SN TES To a 
Breeding: The long term pair at Lindean Res. B from 29 Mar had the usual display, copulation and nest construc- 
‘tion but to no avail. Left a little early in mid-Jun, perhaps displaced by Great Crested Grebes. 

Another pair at a site in N.Fife from 6 May were seen displaying ,copulating and building platforms but did not 
“stay to breed. 
’ First 9 Gosford in Jul then max 41 Gosford in Aug, with 22 there in Sep; fewer in Oct but 10 Gosford, 8 Aberlady 
{ & 7 Largo Bay in Dec. Max 5 Holm Sound in Nov/Dec & 4 Burghead Bay in Nov. 
; 1-3 birds at Balnakeil Bay H & Brora H in Sep; Lerwick Shet, Inganess Bay Ork, Strathbeg NE, Is of May & 
| Ardmore Pt. in Oct; Scrabster Caith in Nov; Saintear L. Ork, Brora, Whiteness Head H & Delnies M&N in Dec 
{ and Rhu Clyde Oct-Dec. 
ite 
v Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 
‘Dverall Jan-Mar numbers were very similar to 1997 but unlike that year mostly concentrated at the main sites 
with c.57 Shet, c.43 Ork, c.26 OHeb, 9 Caith, c.70 High, 5 M&N, 6 NE, , 53 Arg, c.45 Clyde, 2 Ayr, 11 D&G 
; ind singles P&K, Bord & Clyde Is. 
dlsewhere: 25 L.Indaal, Islay Arg, 23 Cromarty F. H, 20 L.na Keal, Mull Arg, 18 Whiteness Voe Shet, 17 
, [esta Voe Shet & 10 Inverness Firth H in Jan; 28 Embo H, 12 Fort George H, 9 Balgarva, S.Uist OH Jan-May. 


ve 


. ‘Sites J § MA S Area Pairs Singles Young 
)Shet sites Sf. 6-12 7 4 N. Inverness 12 5 
4 »Ork sites 35) 2 43 = 17 8 S.Inverness 
ieheadM&N 3 2 t 0 0 Badenoch & Strathspey 
‘Largo Bay F 21 9 4 18 0 Highland total 
‘NE Fife F 2 5 24 =~ 0 1 
sosford Bay L 45 27 44 32 3 All Scotland total 
‘Musselburgh L 40 12 40 il 8 
a i. de = L 5 ; Highland population 


Pairs 
Young fledged 


Wig 


i) ereeding: High MBP of 0.36 is well below the long-term mean of 0.60, 12prs L.Ruthven where 7 juvs fledged 
y, |ut 1 nest taken by eggers, none fledged Badenoch & Strathspey for second year running; M&N decrease to just 
y prs at 3 sites that reared 5-6 young; A&D single Monikie-Kinnordy May-Aug. 

RO 


| \utumn/Winter: Fuller surveys in Ork produced max 102 in Scapa Flow in Nov. Elsewhere: 25 Sound of 
;) aransay, Harris OH, 24 L.Indaal, Islay, 14 Balgarva, S.Uist, 10 Sound of Gigha Arg, 9 Dunnet Bay Caith & 
, | L.na Keal, Mull in Sep. Fewer thereafter: max 4 St.Johns L. Caith in Oct; 74 Lothbeg shore H, 9 Sound of 
.h arris, Lewis OH in Nov; 23 Embo & 20 Cromarty Firth in Dec. 


| 


, ‘lack-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
_L.Ryan D&G 18 Feb & 26 Mar was the only pre-Mar record. Small arrival Mar/Apr when | L.of Kinnordy 
&D 3 Mar; 1 Gosford Bay L from 6 Mar; 1 Leven F 8 Mar; 1-2 Ruddon’s Pt. F 14-28 Mar; 1 Kilconquhar L. 
; 21 Mar-10 Apr; 1 Meikle L. NE 28 Mar; 2 Gosford Bay 4 Apr. Then a record 18 Ruddon’s Pt. 5 Apr with 
; there to 19 Apr. 1 Kinghorn F 11 Apr. 
eeding: A&D 6 present in May but no success due to high water levels at critical times; P&K Sads at | site 
~ | iere pr bred but no young seen; Bord 4prs at 2 sites from 13 Apr. First brood 17 Jun failed but 1 young fledged 
ma later brood. Last bird 11 Sep. 
{Carron Valley Res. Clyde 17 Sep was the only later record. 
a Ok 
\ 
! almar Fulmarus glacialis 
eeding: Overall numbers monitored at most breeding sites decreased from ‘97 & ‘98, in contrast to upward trends in 
/etland & SE Scotland recently. While the decrease was general in SE, the decline in Shetland was mostly due to a 32% 
))p on Fair Is. In SW & NW the changes were within the ‘normal’ annual variation The 18% increase in NW Scotland 
reflected a recovery on Eigg &Canna. A census of 7,800prs 
on the Flannan Is showed a 60% increase since ‘88. How- 
ever numbers on Mingulay & Berneray were little changed 
since then. The Sule Skerry census of 470 AOS was 36% 
up on ‘93 and was in line with increases seen on Orkney. 


\ 
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Breeding success was generally poor in ‘98, averaging 
0.38 across 33 British colonies. This was the joint second- Breeding Productivity 


lowest mean since 1986, although not very different from MBP 
the 1986-97 average of 0.43. Several E coast colonies, Shetland 
notably St.Abbs Head and two in Easter Ross failed al- oo 

; : N Scotland 
most completely, while the Is of May success of 0.35 was NW Scotland 


poor compared to the local mean of 0.44. In Shetland ex- SE Scotland 
posed sites were less successful than more sheltered nests | 
and success was generally lower there with a 0.06 drop from ‘97. Overall success was only moderate on Orkney wil 
monitored pairs on N. Ronaldsay failing totally due to Great Black-backed Gull predation. i 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. i 
High 100+ inland at Carrol Rock, L.Brora, recovery to 220 prs Eigg but poor season with just 20% of May bir) 
left with young in Jul; M&N 460 censused along whole M&N coast; NE max 22 Loch of Strathbeg in Apr wi) 
5 nests on the islands there; Fife 32prs at 2 inland sites, a drop from 62prs in ‘97; F.of Forth general declit} 
noted on islands; Loth 26 AOS Salisbury Crags, Edinburgh fledged only 1 young. 
10-15,000 St.Kilda OH 5-21 Feb left by Ist Mar; 2,900/hr N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Apr; 1,500 fed off Bress/ 
fishmeal factory Shet 9 Apr. 
Seawatching rates off OHeb varied between 140-260/hr, max movement 2,050S (3hrs) off Rhuba Ardvul 
S.Uist 30 Aug. 400W (30mins) Sandside Head Caith 28 Aug; Best passage off Argyll was during Aug, mj 
127/hr at Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay 25 Aug. Peterhead NE monthly max varied between 3,300 in Aug to 25); 
Oct. 3,200 Brough of Birsay Ork & 2,000 Mull Head, Papa Westray Ork 14-15 Aug. 
Inland: singles at Paisley Clyde, Gretna D&G, Thwaite Merse D&G & 3 sites in Edinburgh L . ; 
Blue-phase: 20 reports of singles Shet plus 4 Sumburgh Head 30 Sep, | nested on Noss; several off Fair} 
during Sep; 4 High; 10 singles off Peterhead NE. Also 1-2 seen Caith & Ayr. 


White-phase: | off Peterhead 5 Sep. | 
See Cook (1990) Moray & Nairn Bird Report No.14 -1998 for an account of local seabird survey. 


* Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 
Singles Fife Ness F 25 Jul, 9 Aug & 23 Aug; | Tarbat Ness H 30 Jul; INW Strathy Pt. H 21 Aug; 3 Girdleng} 
NE 14 Sep; 1 Hound Point L 27 Sep; 1 found dead Balmedie NE 3 Oct. 
4th record for Lothian, 13th-16th for Fife. 


Sooty Shearwater Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 
Andrew Stevenson 2S Noss Head Caith 1 Jan & 1 Craignure Arg | 
Ayrshire Bird Report May were atypical, most birds occurring between Jiy 


& Nov. 
First Ork 14 Jul; NE, A&D & High 20-27 Jul; Fifth 
Aug; Arg & Shet 16-17 Aug; Is of May, OHeb, Bal 
& Fair Is 21-31 Aug; Loth, Ayr & Caith 1-20 Sep} 
Passage generally considered to be very poor with mi 
numbers - Shet 9, Fair Is 9, Ork, c.250, OHeb 61, 
Caith 41, 1,190 High, M&N 22, A&D 25, Fife c.31, 
Is of May c.10, Loth 1, Bord 22, Arg c.150 & Ayt. 


Best passage off N Scotland & Hebrides: 98 Grimnii 
Pt., N.Uist OH 5 Jul-22 Oct; 310S Rubha Ardvy, 
S.Uist OH (mean 9/hr) 3 Aug-14 Oct; 32 Strathy 
H 15 Aug; 45 Butt of Lewis OH 21 Aug-16 Sep; 1.0) 
Brora H 31 Aug-16 Oct, max 100 (hr) 1 Sep, 107) 
2 Sep, 200 on 26 Sep & 51 on 16 Oct; 105S Doirli 
Head, Barra OH 8-9 Sep; 51 The Minch H 26 *} 
109 N.Ronaldsay Ork 11 Oct. 

Also 24 Machrihanish Arg 24 Aug; 45 Fife Ness F ) 
Aug; 13 Arbroath cliffs A&D 31 Aug; 65 Fife Ness: 
33N Girdleness NE | Sep; 75 Mull of Kintyre Ar} 
Sep; 11 Lossiemouth M&N 16 Sep; 20 Mull Arg} 
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A PS TED TT ET 
Sep; 31N Peterhead NE & 14 (1 hr) South Head Caith 27 Sep; 118N (90mins) Girdleness NE & 22 Fife Ness 30 
Sep; 8 (45 mins) South Head on 1 Oct; 46 Fife Ness 17 Oct. 

Last birds noted: Bord & Fair Is 20-29 Sep; D&G, Shet & Caith 1-3 Oct; M&N, NE, OHeb, Is of May and 
Arg 17-28 Oct; Fife 3 Nov. Latest singles Rose Ness Ork, Point of Ayr Ork & Lothbeg Pt. H 14 Nov. 


aeons 


| Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
| 2 Brodick Bay, Arran Clyde Is 2 Jan. First birds noted Fife 6 Mar; Arg, High & OHeb 14-26 Mar; Ork & Ayr 
i) 15-25 Apr; Is of May, Fair Is & Loth 2-16 May; Bord, A&D, Clyde Is & Clyde 29 May-25 Jun. 
- Best spring passage was in W with 165 (10mins) Hynish, Tiree Arg 5 Apr; 6,795S (mean 906/hr) Rubha 
| Ardvule, S.Uist OH 23 Apr-14 May; 300S (2hrs) Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 2 May; 150 Balkenna Ayr 3 May; 
i 350S Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH 17 May; 555S (30 mins) Greian Head, Barra OH 16 May. 77 Collieston NE on 
uy 28 May, 72 Peterhead NE 1 Jun & 101 Brora H 13 Jun were good E coast counts. 
Breeding: On Canna Arg 100 burrows were censused with tape playback with no responses. The National Trust has 
__ placed mammal traps and rat poison to reduce predation. On Rum, 60% of 135 censused burrows were occupied accord- 
\l) ing to tape playback responses. 
Breeding success on Rum was 0.35, much lower than usual (mean 0.80). Several burrows were found to be flooded, 
il) suggesting the poor weather depressed productivity. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
m Shet 7 present at Wick of Tresta, Fetlar; 8 occupied burrows Fetlar, at least 3 of which had chicks; Is of May a 
jj few calling birds in summer suggest some interest in the island by prospecting non-breeders; Arg birds seen at 
night on Lunga, Treshnish Is, including a bird in a burrow; 160 burrows Sanda with 27 young ringed; 550 birds 
in raft of Garvellachs suggests a possible colony there. 
iri Summer and autumn movements include, on the west coast: 2,000 feeding An t’-Aigeach, N.Uist OH 26 Jun; 
* 1,328 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 27 Jun; 8,000 off Eigg H 30 Jun; c.1,500N Weaver’s Pt. N.Uist OH 1-2 Jul; 3,000 
' Corsewall Pt. D&G 12 Jul; 3,000 Portencross Ayr 21 Jul; 4,800 off Rum H 26 Jul; 1,400 Ardrossan Ayr 7 Aug; 
5,250 (3hrs) Turnberry Pt. & 3,600 (3hrs) Troon Ayr 12 Aug; 11,364 (hr) off NW Tiree Arg 12 Aug was quite 
=| exceptional, as was 4,464 (Ihr) there 18 Aug & 5,778 (1hr) on 21 Aug. In the Inner Clyde: 432N/95S Cloch Pt. 
' Clyde 26 Jul with 543S there (1hr) on 6 Aug. 
‘li! Off the Hebrides 6,940 were counted past Rhuba Ardvule (mean 213/hr) 21 Jul-9 Oct, not including a massive 
_ 9,600S (3hrs) on 30 Aug. Elsewhere on the Hebrides Grimnish Pt., N.Uist averaged 196/hr, & Doirlinn Head, 
Barra 119/hr. 
=| Onthe North Sea coasts counts are typically lower with: 1,026N/36S Fife Ness F 8 Aug; 300 from MV Gardyloo 
_ inF of Forth 18 Aug; 300 Aberlady L, 250 Musselburgh L & 134 Girdleness NE 23 Aug; 1,200 off Kinghorn 
m!!’ F30 Aug; 177 Arbroath A&D 31 Aug; 480N Fife Ness 31 Aug. 
ili! Last birds: Shet & Fair Is 4-15 Sep; Bord & Caith 27-29 Sep; M&N, Ork, Arg & Clyde Is 11-27 Oct; A&D, 
High & OHeb 4-12 Nov. Very late birds off NE 26 Dec; Ayr 27 Dec with the last 1 at Kinghorn on 30 Dec. 


| * Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 

ip | 1 Methil F 29 May was a very early bird. 

iit | 4from ferry North Channel D&G 4 Aug; 1 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 10 Aug; 1 Balevullin, Tiree Arg 11 Aug; 

it | 1 Machrihanish Arg 12 Aug; 1 Peterhead NE on 17 Aug; 1 Fife Ness F 23 Aug with 1 there 25 Aug & 27 Aug; 

ch | 1 Troon Ayr 29 Aug; 1 Leven F 1 Sep; 2 Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay Arg 3 Sep; 1 Brora H 7 Sep; 1 Doirlinn 

i, | Head, Barra OH 9 Sep; 1 Turnberry 10 Sep with 2 there 16 Sep, 19 Sep & 20 Sep; 1 Kinnaird Head NE 13 Sep; 
| 1 Brora H 25 & 26 Sep; 1 Peterhead 27 Sep. 1 decomposing corpse Embo shore H 3 Oct. 

a | A total of just 2-3 birds were thought to be present off Ayr. 


| Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 

| 1 Deerness Ork 2 Apr; 1 attending Minke Whale off Culkein H 17 May; 7 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 2 L.Ewe H & 
singles Fair Is & Lochalsh H 5-9 Jun. 

jv | Breeding: 46 active nests with 29 young ringed on 5 Sep on Mousa Shet, 13 nests still at the egg stage with 11 failed 
i) nests, some due to flooding. The oldest chick was still 3-4 weeks from fledging. This is a relatively low success rate and 

the latest-ever fledging date at this site. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 

.| | Fair Is birds seen around the colony, but no counts done; Ork bred Auskerry & Holm of Papay but no counts 
Na | also present Sule Skerry; Arg bred Lunga & Fladda of the Treshnish Is. but no burrow count, 741 new birds 
olf trapped with 99 retraps. Of 97 mist-netted birds only one lacked a brood patch and several had eggs; 150 active 


Hf } burrows Sanda Is. with 204 ads ringed. Apparently bred on Staffa. 
bl 
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N&W coasts: 205 Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH (14/hr) 5 Jul-14 Sep; 231S (Q9/hr) Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist O 
21 Jul-14 Sep; 10 off Canna H 26 Jul; 53 in North Channel D&G from ferry 6 Aug; 29 N.Ronaldsay on 9 Au 
13S Troon Ayr 13 Aug; 5 South Head Caith 15 Aug; 178S (7hrs) Machrihanish Arg 13 Aug with 20 on 16 Au 
30 were attracted to 4 feeding Killer Whales at Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 18 Aug; 24/hr Hynish, Tiree Ar) 
19 Aug; 125N Tiumpan Head, Lewis OH 24 Aug; 325 (3hrs) Pt. of Stoer H 16 Sep. 


; 

E.coast: | Girdleness NE 2 Jul; 205N Peterhead NE 14 Jul; 1 Forvie NE 17 Jul; 48 Kinnaird Head NE 30 Jul 3 
Fz 
sf 


1 Fife Ness F & 1 Girdleness on | Aug; 1 Arbroath A&D 3 Aug; 5 Peterhead 13 Aug; 1 Kinnaird Head 15 Sey) 
1 Arbroath 30 Sep; | Kinnaird Head 3 Oct; 1 Anstruther F 15 Oct. } 
Trapping: mostly Jul-Aug - 1,918 Fair Is on 55 nights - 418 Brough of Birsay Ork - 30 Noss Head Caith (of 
| night) - 41 Fife Ness - 40 Is of May - 19 St.Abbs Head B (1 night). 
Last dates D&G & Ayr 6-10 Aug; Caith & Fair Is 16-21 Sep; Arg 29 Oct; Ork 16 Nov; with latest at Brora | 
4 Dec. See Maguire, E. (1999) in Argyll Bird Report 1998 111-199 for account of petrel movements off W.Scotland. 
a a 
Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
1 Fife Ness F 18 Jan & 1 Kinnaird Head NE 8 Mar were unusually early. 


Breeding: Ork present Sule Skerry 21-23 Jun but no proof of breeding; OHeb 1 calling from burrow on Hirt) 


St.Kilda 19 Apr. 
1 Peterhead NE 8 Jul; 3 Papa Westray Ork 14 Jul; total 30S Rubha Ardvule S.Uist OH 2 4 Jul-11 Oc 
1 Kinnaird 22 Aug; 1 Deerness Ork | Sep; 1 Doirlinn Head, Barra OH 8 Sep; 1 Fair Is 15 Sep; 3 Sound of Isla_ 
Arg & | Turnberry Pt. Ayr 16 Sep; 1 Fife Ness F 17 Sep; 1 Kirkwall Ork 25 Sep; 16 Machrihanish Arg 11 O 
1 Hynish, Tiree Arg 20 Oct; | Machrihanish 27 Oct; 3 Chanonry Pt. H 11 Nov; 1 dead near the head of Log 
Fyne Arg 15 Dec; 1 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 27 Dec was storm blown well inland. 

12 trapped on 10 nights Fair Is 18 Jul-8 Aug. 

See Maguire, E. (1999) in Argyll Bird Report 1998 111-199 for account of petrel movements off W.Scotland. 
SSS SSS SS SSS TS SSS SS SS SEE 
Petrel sp. Oceanodroma sp. 

An all-dark petrel, lacking a white rump, was seen during survey work in Scapa Flow Ork 16 Nov. 


Gannet Morus bassana 

Winter passage counts typically low: max 20N in Jan Peterhead NE, 15 L.Ryan D&G & | Fife Ness F wit 
108N Peterhead, 30 St.Andrews F, 26 Turnberry Pt. Ayr & 11 Cloch Pt. Clyde in Feb. This contrasts with 1,50) 
Peffer Sands L, 28 Jan opposite the Bass Rock & 5,000 St.Kilda OH 21 Feb. 

Rapid pick-up by May with 2,100/hr Eyemouth B in Apr. 

Breeding: Numbers continue to increase at the monitored colonies at Fair Is and Troup Head, although the rate | 
increase at Fair Is has slowed of late to 4.5%/annum compared to the considerable 99% increase over 1997 valué 
shown at Troup Head. Clearly Troup Head is in a massive expansion phase. A land and sea count at Roareim, Flanne 
Is OH showed just 1,244 AOS rather than the 1,438 count made from aerial photos in 1994. Given the difference ( 
methodology there made be no actual decline there. Breeding success was monitored at 5 colonies 

The results from Ailsa Craig and Fair Is were both aboy 
Success MBP Mean 86-97 the recent mean whilst that at Fair Is was the highest ré 
Ailsa Craig Ayr 0.67 : : corded there in thirteen years of monitoring. As in 199 
Hermaness Shet 0.67 . : productivity was lowest at Troup Head, possibly becaus| 
Noss Shet 0.68 : : new colonies usually consist of less experienced breeder 
Fair Iste oe compared with old colonies. 

Mu NS E22 Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


Autumn/winter: 4,450/hr Eyemouth 5 Aug; 2,000/hr Fife Ness 25 Aug; 200/hr Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay Ay 
on 2 Sep; 600/hr Strathy Pt. H 14 Sep; 1,214 St.Mary’s Bay Ork 16 Sep; 1,800 Peterhead in Oct. | 
14,042 counted past Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist OH Jul-Oct averaged 442/hr. Less than 1% juvs & just 8% imn} 
amongst 1,243 birds passing Machrihanish Arg Jul-Nov. Rates at Eyemouth declined to 60/hr by Dec. | 
Overland passage, mostly juvs & imms: 1S Aird Meadows Clyde 13 Sep; 11WLecropt Forth 13-14 2 
1 Elrick NE 17 Sep. 27W Skinflats Forth 20 Sep; 8 Carron Valley Clyde 6 Oct; 4 Lochwinnoch Clyde 31 O 
a a 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Winter: 385 Forth Est. Forth, 172 Higgin’s Neuk Forth, 160 Browhouses D&G, 115 S.Alloa Forth, 70 ation 


Berwickshire coast B, 66 South Forth L, 54 Lindores Res. F & 33 Drummond L P&K in Jan; 444 Clyde Es 
Clyde & 80 L.of Strathbeg NE in Feb; 198 Forth Est. F & 48 L.Clunie P&K in Mar. 


| 
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15 Breeding success was close to the norm with MBP 2.14 at 
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Sa ee EE NENT ND aaa Wn OP Se eNO in Ree nn a SEN NR 
Breeding: In Shetland numbers fell slightly at the monitored sites but increased 6% across the islands to 225 AONs. This 
continues the levelling-out since 1994 following a long decline. In Orkney numbers at the largest colony at Boray Holm 
increase 22% to 151 AON while Little Green Holm held 80 AON, 51% above the 1996 figure. There was little change in 


~ the SW and SE despite the lack of a count at the largest colony in the Forth at Craigleith. Most of the decline seen in the 


SW was due to a drop from 147 to 80 AON at Lady Is Ayr. In N Scotland the Caithness colonies increased slightly to 128 
AON (122) while North Sutor H jumped 25% to 221 AON. 


OANs SW Scot Shet NScot SE Scot 
1997 630 160 299 367 
1998 596 151 349 347 
% change -5.4 -5.6 +16.7 -5.5 


North Sutor (mean 2.24), 2.28 at the Caithness colonies & 
2.80 on Shetland. In W Scotland 140 nests at 5 colonies 
averaged 1.45. 

| Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


t Shet no breeding on Ramna Stacks for second year; OHeb 63 nests L.an Tomain, N.Uist; High 221 nests 


lu 


 N.Sutor, 17 nests A’Chleit; NE 1 nest L.of Strathbeg islands; F.of Forth 313+ nests on islands where breeding on 

' Haystack ceased after gradual move to Carr Craig; Bord 31 nests Fast Castle; Ayr 144 nests Finnarts Pt.- 
Downan Pt. shore, 39 nests Horse Is.; D&G 4 nests on Murray Is off Carrick. 

» Autumn/winter: 42 L.Ryan D&G in Jul; 72 Levenmouth F in Aug; 470 Clyde Est., 267 S.Forth, 221 Forth Est. 
F, 200 Troon Ayr & 51 Skinflats Forth in Sep; 130 R.Tay at Wormit F & 96S. L.Lomond Clyde in Oct; 
125 inland Forth & 52 Hamilton Low Parks Clyde in Nov; 91 L.of Strathbeg in Dec. 
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»Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 


+ Winter/spring: 188 Clyde Est. Clyde in Jan; 360 Quendale-Virkie Shet 6 Jan; 1,185 Bluemull Shet 20 Jan; 1.009 


“Yell Sound Shet 24 Jan; 826 Berwickshire coast B 31 Jan; 382 Kincraig Head F 10 Apr. 


Breeding: In SE Scotland there was further recovery from the 1993/94 winter wreck, notably on the Is of May where 
_numbers increased 23% to 621 AONs. Further north recovery was also seen between Cruden Bay & Boddam where 
-numbers increased 67% to 340 OANs between 1995 & 1998 (1,000 in 1992). In Shetland a 5.9% increase was further 
» proof of increase after a long decline. Fair Isle showed evidence of that decline with just 567 AONs compared to 946 in 
°1993. Counts of 723 AONs on Sule Skerry Ork were similar to the 701 of 1993. Although W Scotland numbers were just 
‘slightly less trends between colonies were variable with a slight increase on Sule Sgier H compared to a long term drop 
von Mingulay from 500 in 1985 to just 186 AON in 1998. 
Productivity 
SW Scotland 


Shet NScot SE Scot NW Scotland 


814 209 828 


Shetland 
N Scotland 
SE Scotland 


1,242 862 224 960 
-2.4 +5.9 +7.2 +15.9 


* Success was 1.26 during 1998 close to the recent mean of 1.32 and higher than the 1997 mean of 1.06. The most marked 
© | changes were positive and seen at North Sutor H (0.65 to 1.68) and St.Abbs Head B (0.40 to 1.10) where the 1997 success 


had been the lowest on record, probably due to bad weather. The Is of May season was about average and early with 
some evidence of food shortages towards the end of the season. American Mink were again responsible for failures at 
wo colonies in W Scotland, with an MBP of 1.30 at Mink-free colonies compared to 1.05 at Mink-predated colonies. 


Success on both Shetland and Fair Isle were good, a little less than average on Shetland and a little more on Fair Isle. 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


‘1 


I 


digh 1,140 nests Canna with MBS 1.30, 224 nests N.Sutor, 63 nests Eigg (68), 10 nests A’Chleit; M&N new 
ite at Covesea; NE up 19% from 1995 at Troup Head; Is of May 621 AONs; Arg 35\Iprs at 8 sites (310 at 7 
jites in 1997), 427 nests on Treshnish Is., 564 nests Sanda Is.; Clyde possibly breeding Inverkip power station; 
\yr 183 nests Finnarts Pt.-Downan Pt.; D&G slight increase to 47 nests Mull of Galloway, 6 AON Meikle Ross. 
Autumn/winter: 410 Seal Skerry Ork, 220 Kilmory Bay, Rum H, 150 Talm, Eigg H, 128 Peffer Sands L & 111 
clyde Est. in Sep; 500 Sound of Harris OH & 250 Eynhallow Ork in Oct; 3,392 Scapa Flow Ork, 1,006 Yell 
»ound, 530 Helmsdale H, 80 L.Ryan D&G & 62 Burghead M&N in Nov. 

-flovements: 146N Peterhead NE 24 Jan & 585W Anstruther F 1 Feb. 511E Anstruther 13 Sep; 40/hr French- 


‘tan’s Rocks, Islay Arg in Sep; 268/hr Fife Ness F & 40/hr Eyemouth B in Oct 
aland: 1 Hogganfield L. Clyde 10 Oct. 

L, 
sittern Botaurus stellaris 

, Woodhall L. D&G 31 Jan. 

| Baron’s Haugh Clyde 16 Nov; 1 Kinross site P&K 30 Nov-28 Dec; 1 Aber Bogs Clyde 22 Dec. 
| records in typical year. 
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Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 


Breeding: 35 (Sjuvs) Edinburgh Zoo L 15 Aug. Away from the Zoo a juv was seen at Saughton Park, pane 
L 11 Feb and unringed ad on the R.Almond at Cramond L on 12 Aug. 

1 Graemeshall L. Ork 19-20 May. The sixth record for Orkney. 

[1997] all young at Edinburgh Zoo L were collected prior to fledging and passed on to other collections. 


| 


Great White Egret Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Stuart Rivers Singles Ardmore Clyde & Canna 
Fife Bird Report H 23 Apr; Torrs Warren D&G or 


27-30 Apr; R. Ythan NE 1-18 May. 
L.of Strathbeg NE 8-9 May; L.of 
Skaill 15-17 May: L.of Kinnordy 
A&D 17 May; Eddleston B or 
21 May; R.Nith at Glencaple D&G 
24 May, probably the same 
Caerlaverock D&G 27-28 May & 
L.Insh H 4-15 Jun. 

In autumn 1 Hundland L. Ork or 
8-9 Oct. 

10 in spring & I in autumn with 
second record for Borders, 9th-1 Ot 
for Orkney & 10th for NE. 


[1997] 1 Campbeltown L. Arg or 
18 May. 


Great White Egret Egretta alba 


1 Balgove Bay, Eden Est. F 6 Jun 
First for Fife. 

See Hatton L. (1999) Fife Bird Repor 
1998: 137 for an account of the Fife bird 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Counts: 60 Bute Clyde Is, 22 Kip Clyde, 25 Stronsay Ork, 22 Lecropt Forth and 22 Oronsay Arg in ia 
21 Tiree Arg, 17 Duddingston L. L & 16 L.of Menteith Forth in Feb; 30 Lochinver H, 30 Castle L. D&G & 
24 Clovenfords B in Mar. 


Breeding: Largest colonies: 50 Munlochy Bay 


Area Colonies Nests Area ) Colonies Nests _ 


H, 40 un-named site Caith, 33 Clashmore H, | Orkney 1 8 Forth 1 32.94 
32 Finlaystone Clyde, 32 Blairdrummond | Outer Heb 13 123 Lothian 5 34 | 
Forth, 27 Tentsmuir F & 22 Rossnish, Ben- | Caithness 2 a Borders y 
la OH Highland 8 121 Argyll 3 
becula OH. M&N 2 14 Clyde Is 2 
Counts: 32 Hunterston Ayr in Jun; 30 Longman | NE 4 27 Clyde 19 
_ | A&D 3 7 Ayr 9 
H, 25 Eden Est. F & 22 Findhorn M&N in Jul; P&K 5 - 
27 Ythan Est. NE in Aug; 24 L.Etive Arg and | pige 7 


16 L.of Hillwell Shet in Sep; 30 Edereline Arg 
in Oct; 26 Forth Est. Fin Nov; 95 in inland WeBS counts in Forth in Dec. 


* Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
| juv Barns Ness L 2 Oct. Third for Lothian | 


| | 


ee 
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* Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
2ads Cramond L 5-6 May; 3 imms 
Caerlaverock D&G 10 May; Ist-s L.of 
Strathbeg NE 22 May-6 Sep was 
joined by ad f 23 May-21 Jun, imm & 
ad there 8 Jul; 2 Montrose Basin A&D 
7 Jul, probably the same as 2 ads that 
arrived L.of Strathbeg 8-14 Jul. 

Imm Symbister Shet 29 Sep-9 Oct 
then L.of Hillwell & Spiggie Shet 
10-11 Oct; 4imms L.Indaal, Islay Arg 
8-12 Oct with | there to 19 Oct; 2 L.of 
Skaill area Ork 19-23 Oct; 1 Ettrick 
Bay, Bute Clyde Is 20-28 Oct, same 
Scalpsie Bay, Bute Clyde Is 1 Nov; 
imm Barassie Ayr 2 Nov. 


Spoonbill 
Angus Hogg 
Ayrshire Bird Report 


Second record for Ayrshire, 4th for Shetland, 7th for Argyll, 10th for Orkney, 11th for Lothian. At least 29 birds 
in NE in recent years. 
Photo of Shetland bird - Shetland Bird Report 1998. 


* Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

Ist-s Tarty Burn & Ythan Est. NE 3-19 Jul; same at Munlochy Bay H 22-31 Jul. First record for NE Scotland. 
_ See Scott, H.I.. (1999) North-east Scotland Bird Report 1998 112-114 for account of the bird . Photos in Birding World 11: 241. & 
Birding Scotland 1: 177. 


* White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

Singles Twnyholm D&G 9-22 Mar; Lootingstone, Rathen NE 19-20 Apr later relocated New Pitsligo 24 Apr; 
_ Durness H 22 Apr; The Mound H 26 Apr; Clachan N.Uist & Askernish, S.Uist OH 28-29 Apr; R.Clyde at 
’ Merryton Clyde 13-14 May; Lochinver H 27 May. First confirmed record for Outer Hebrides. 

The D&G bird was ringed with metal & darvic rings. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Counts: 210-290 L.Bee, S.Uist OH through year. 82 L.of Harray Ork, 229 Highland Firths H, 115 St.Margaret’s 
L.L, 103 L.Skene NE, 84 Cramond L, 78 Eden Est. F & 68 Magdalene Hall B in Jan; 76 L.Leven P&K & 51 
| Oban Arg in Feb; 106 L. an Duin, N.Uist OH in Feb; 92 Auchmuirbridge F, 89 Lochend L. Clyde, 83 Birgham 
» B& 40 Kildean Forth in Mar. 
Moult flocks: 320 L.of Harray & 44 Vane Farm P&K_ | Breeding Pairs Nests Brood Young 
in May; 225 Montrose Basin A&D & 92 Eden Est. in crear 
Jun; 164 Hogganfield L. Clyde, 149 L.of Strathbeg Ones re 
NE, 127 Strathclyde 1. Clyde, 68 L.Scarmclate Caith, Caithness 
61 Bingham’s P. Clyde, 58 Carlingwark L. D&G & Highland 
30 Endrick Mouth Clyde in Jul; 161 Musselburgh L, | M&N 
_ 86 Ayr-Doonfoot Ayr, 52 Langbank Clyde, 38 Castle Sas 
_ L.D&G & 29 Speymouth M&N in Aug. Fife 
_ Counts: 304 Montrose Basin, 175 L.of Strathbeg, 109 Forth 
|» S.L.Lomond Clyde & 69 L.of Skene in Sep; 117 Forfar | Lothian 
| L.A&D, 95 L.Gelly F & 89 St-Margaret’s L. in Oct; ce 
“) 10 Clyde Est. Clyde, 65 L.a’Phuill, Tiree ArginNov; | Giyae 1s 
| 441 L.of Harray, 332 Highland Firths, 95 Millfield B, Clyde 
96 Knightswood Park Clyde, 90 Nigg Bay H, 88 Ayrshire 
_ Craigluscar F, 82 Inverleith P. L, 50 Oban & 44 D&G 
_ L.Spynie M&N in Dec. 
_ See Meek, E.R. et al. (1999) Orkney Bird Report 1998: 95-96 for an account of breeding Mute Swans on Orkney. Also Brown, A.W. 
be & Brown, L.M. in Lothian Bird Report 1998: 117-123 for an account of Lothian breeding season. 


oe 
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Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 
2-7 Ballo Res. F 2-4 Jan; 6 Caerlaverock D&G 13 Jan with 2 there 16-25 Jan; 4 Ladybank F 17 Jan & Birnie} 
F 25 Jan; 1 Balranald, N.Uist OH 26 Feb-18 Mar; 1 L.of Wester Caith 14-25 Mar, 1 L.of Graemeshall Of 
25 Mar; | Killimster Caith 11 Apr; 3 Monifieth A&D 15 Apr. | 
1 L.of St.Tredwell, Papa Westray Ork 10 Oct; 2 over Drumchapel Clyde 19 Oct; | Todholes Caith 5-15 NG 
14 Caerlaverock 11 Dec; 2 Cummertrees D&G 15-20 Dec; 1 Redkirk Pt. D&G 29 Dec. 


9S SSS SS SSC SS EP RS SREP 
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus i 
Winter/spring counts: 181 West L.Ollay, S.Uist OH in Jan; 224 Caerlaverock D&G & 155 Black Cart Wak 
Clyde in Feb; 263 L.Bhasapol area, Tiree Arg, 157 R.Clyde at Thankerton Clyde, 139 L.of Wester Caith, f 
L.Insh H & 100 Killimster Caith in Mar. 
These were the only counts of >99 birds. Sites with 25-99 noted Jan-Mar: Shet (max 29), Ork (9 flocks, max Th 
OHeb, Caith (8), High (4), NE (4, max 58), A&D (max 32), P&K (2, max 27).Fife (3, max 65), Forth (2, nf 
53), Loth (3, max 54), Bord (7, max 81), Arg (4), Clyde (3), Ayr (3, max 43) & D&G (4). 

Aged flocks: 23% juvs in Forth, 16% juvs in Bord, 14.6% juvs in Ayr. 

Passage birds noted: 12N Girdleness NE 12 Mar; 74N The Reef, Tiree Arg 18 Mar; 17NW Rhu Clyde 17 M 
80 Croggan, Mull Arg, 100N Eigg H, 66NW High Barnakill Arg & 33E Gullane Bay L 21 Mar; 11 arriy 
Portnahaven, Islay Arg 22 Mar from N.Ireland; 20N St.Abbs B 23 Mar; 23N Harpsdale Caith 24 Mar; 28N 
Gourock Clyde 27 Mar; 227N Bornish, S.Uist OH 28 Mar; 41NW Newton Ayr 29 Mar; 1,000N (4hrs) E 
Aulsary, N.Uist OH 2 Apr; 25 Glen Cannel, Mull Arg 5 Apr. 

Last birds noted (other than summering birds): Fair Is & Fife 24-25 Mar; NE 2 Apr; M&N, D&G, P&K, A 
Loth & OHeb 15-30 Apr; Bord, Clyde, Caith & Forth 1-10 May; a late 4 L_.Doon Ayr 21 May. 

Breeding: Shet usual pair (since 1994) laid but failed to hatch, another pair built a nest but were driven oh 
Mutes; High pr possibly nest-built L-Insh: Clyde no feral breeding at L.Lomond. 
Summer: several Shet, 9 OHeb, 8 Arg, 7 High, 6 Ork, 2 Caith, NE, Forth & Clyde. Singles M&N, Ayr & Dél 
Autumn: First birds: OHeb 10 Sep; Shet, Caith, NE & Arg 11-15 Sep; Clyde, Ork & Forth 20-30 Sep; Méi, 
D&G & Ayr 3-5 Oct; Fair Is, Clyde Is, Fife, P&K, Loth & Bord 9-15 Oct. i 
Main arrival mid-late Oct in N, early Nov in S. 
10 flocks with 148 birds flew S over Balranald, N.Uist 10-19 Oct. Passage over Fair Is 14 Oct-4N 
184 Caerlaverock, 150 Carsgoe Caith 18 Oct; 125 Stanstill Caith 25 Oct; 142 The Laggan Arg 28 Ci 
256 Auchorn Caith & 179 Grogarry, S.Uist OH 31 Oct. 
Record low Shet census of 146 at 17 sites on 8 Nov. 
Nov/Dec: 473 Strathbeg NE, 300 Balintore H, 237 Black Cart Water, 168 Vane Farm P&K, 134 Geiselié 
Caith, 125 Beauly H & 100 Killimster in Nov; 164 Caerlaverock, 140 Mintlaw NE, 129 Tiree, 125 ae 
& 125 Clyde at Thankerton in Dec. 
Max area counts: Arg 93, Forth 33 in Oct; Fife 73, Bord 60 in Nov; Loth 91, 68 Ork & Ayr 26in Dec. | 
Aged flocks: 38% juvs OHeb Oct-Nov; 25.3% juvs Shet on 8 Nov. 18% juvs in Forth; 19.5% juvs in Bel; 
26.9%juvs in Ayr. 
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Bean Goose Anser fabilis | 
Taiga Bean Goose A.f.fabilis 
Winter/Spring: Wintering flock at Fannyside L./Slammanan Plateau Clyde/Forth: max counts were 153 in Ji, 
150 in Feb, 71 in Mar with 22 at Carron Valley Res. 20 Jan. | 
Elsewhere: 1-4 Vane Farm P&K 5 Jan-18 Apr; 1 Hestwall Ork 17 Jan; 1 Aucherarder P&K 1 Feb; 1 Roxbulh 
Common B 15 Feb; 1 Mirbister Ork 25 Feb; 1 L.Freuchie P&K 15 May. | 
Autumn/Winter: First 104 Fannyside L. 10 Oct with max 168 on 24 Nov with same numbers in Dec. | 
11 L.an Tiumpan, Lewis OH 27 Sep-6 Oct; 2 Fair Is 4-9 Oct; 1 Dowlaw B 1 Nov; 1 Greennan Flats, Diy 
D&G 6 Nov; 2 Scrabster Farm Caith 10-13 Nov; 1 L.of Stenness Ork 16 Nov; 2 West Mey Caith 22 No}2 
Westfield Caith 24 Nov; 1 Tenston Ork 1 Dec; 3 Sibster Caith 5 Dec; 2 Knockglass Caith 11 Dec; 2 Bunif 
Brims Caith 16 Dec & 2 Forss Caith 17 Dec; 1 Vane Farm 31 Dec. 

Tundra Bean Goose A.f-rossicus | 
Winter/spring singles L.of Tankerness Ork 14 Jan-27 Mar; Sanday Ork 26 Jan; L.of Skene NE 28 Feb; Huntlg 
Hill H 19 Apr. 1 Munlochy H 3 Dec. 
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Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 
A number of trends are becoming apparent in recent years. More Pink-feet than previously seem to move on 
south into England in late autumn, especially in SE & SW Scotland. They are presumably moving to richer fare 
in Lancashire and Norfolk. In Borders at least some of the Pink-feet roosts are fissioning, with small numbers 
| (<150) now roosting in what were hitherto exclusively Greylag roosts. Birds feeding by day in Fife have been 
noted flying to roost across the Firth of Forth to Aberlady Bay in Lothian [Ed]. 
~  Winter/spring counts: Few large counts away from main resorts: 2,100 Lecropt Forth 20 Jan; 3,500 Crossbanks 
— D&G, 2,431 Wigtown Bay D&G, 2;000 Cameron Res. F & 1,500 Miltonhill M&N 14-15 Feb; 4,000 
ig Blairdrummond Forth 21 Feb; 1,300 Lucifer Moss Caith 22 Feb; 4,590 R.Forth carse Forth 1 Mar. 
} Numbers start to rise in early Mar as passage movements start: 7,500 Vane Farm P&K, 3,500 Wull Muir L 
~ 8 Mar; 6,000 Newburgh F 18 Mar; 3,000 Munlochy Bay H 25 Mar; 3,500 Skirling Mains B & 2,250 Dornoch 
I} 429 Mar; 3,850 Findhorn Bay M&N, 3,000 Thornhill Forth & 2,200 L.Watten Caith 2-10 Apr; 4,000 Sibster 
mj Caith 11 Apr; 7,250 Strathallan P&K, 5,900 Newburgh, 3,500 Findhorn Bay and 3,000 Roseisle M&N on 
20-25 Apr. Still 2,140 Carsebeck P&K 3 May. 
Possible new roost on R.Tay near Newburgh F with max of c.6,000 in mid-Mar. 
Mi Surprising lack of birds OHeb (max 350), Ork (max 440) & Shet (max 2) in spring, suggesting birds by-pass 
i@ these islands entirely during northwards passage. 
Ny Last regular birds seen Is of May, Ayr & Fife 19-28 Apr; Ork, OHeb & Bord 2-5 May; Caith & Forth 10 May; 
Be Clyde, High, Loth & Shet 17-24 May. 


Pink-footed Goose - Resort maxima: Jan-Apr & Sep-Dec 


A Resort Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov 

_ | L.of Strathbeg NE 8514 21566 18054 4,241 10,000 37,078 27,094 
ii! | Montrose Basin A&D 27,380 

| | Dupplin L. P&K 42,500 
Di’ | Aberlady Bay L 15,450 


\ii | Threipmuir/Bavelaw L 0 
_ | West Water Res. B 18,000 


Hule Moss B 11,200 
Caerlaverock D&G : 1,000 


Breeding: 5 N.Sutor H 17 Jul included 3 flightless birds & showed behaviour suggesting a family party. 
Birds (probably injured): Shet 1, Caith 1, High 6, M&N 5, NE 10, P&K 6, Bord 2, Loth 2, Clyde 1. 
wit! Feral birds present Blackford P. L, Duddingston L. L, Tweedbank P. B & Hogganfield L. Clyde. 
am! | Autumn: 5 Aberlady L 30 Aug; Forth 3 Sep; High, NE, OHeb, P&K, Bord, Fair Is & Fife 9-13 Sep; M&N, Shet, 
Clyde, Ork & Caith 14-23 Sep; Arg & Ayr 28 Sep-1 Oct. 
| After a trickle in late Sep, the birds being held back by adverse winds, the main influx occurred in early Oct. 
obi | Many more birds than usual appeared in an unprecedented passage down the W coast from OHeb to Ayr, the 
| winds having probably pushed birds across from their usual track down E Scotland. [Ed.] 

_= | The best counts include: 5,600 at various sites in OHeb 30 Sep-1 Oct; several record counts in Arg, max there 
350 Tobermory, Mull, 300 L.Crinan & 184 The Laggan 30 Sep-1 Oct; a massive 15,000 arriving between 09:00 
_& 12:00 at Ardmore Pt. Clyde 1 Oct, resting and then moving on, leaving just 1,600 by 15:30; 2,571 were also 

i | seen moving over Erskine Clyde the same day with numerous sightings of smaller numbers all over Glasgow and 
Renfrewshire Clyde on 1-2 Oct. 15,500 Carsebeck 2 Oct. 

Xn Away from the main resorts, monthly max included: 4,000 Middleton L/B, 3,800 Vane Farm, 3,200 Dirleton L, 
‘3,100 Bemersyde B, 3,100 Lintrathen L. A&D, 3,000 Flanders Moss Forth, 2,250 Peterhead NE & 2,200 
Findhorn Bay, in Oct; 5,600 Falkland F, 2,354 Rossie Bog F, 2,200 L.Spynie M&N, 1,800 Eden Est. F in Nov; 

i 6,470 Carsebeck, 2,000 Findhorn Bay in Dec. Many fewer Forth, Bord & D&G in mid-Nov to Dec period. 

NW hs 

i. | White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Greenland White-front A.a.flavirostris 
Argyll: 12,418 on Islay in Jan (11,853). 

"17,669 censused in area count 30 Mar-3Apr (16,985): 12,224 on Islay, 2,145 on Kintyre, 1,464 on Tiree, 1,053 
ye fon Coll, 469 in mid-Argyll, 163 on Colonsay, 125 on Oronsay & 27 on Mull. 
Elsewhere: OHeb 130 L.Bee, S.Uist & 57 Kilphedar, S.Uist; Ork 121 The Loons in Mar; Caith 200 Barrock in 

- (Jan, 180 L.of Mey in Feb, 200 Brims in Feb-Mar; Clyde Is Bute flock average 170, max 223 there early Mar; 
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Clyde 350 Endrick Mouth in Jan with 350 there in Mar; D&G max 450 L.Ken in Mar. 
Max elsewhere: 4 Shet, 11 High, 4 M&N, 17 NE, c.7 P&K, 1 Fife, 1 Forth, 2 Loth, 2 Bord & 2 Ayr. 
Spring: Mar-May passage noted: 50 Lennox Forest Clyde 31 Mar. Main departure Arg from mid-Apr. 3, ad 


NW OHeb 2-19 Apr with 2,000 on 18 Apr; 350 Tiree Arg & 40W Thurso Caith 18 Apr. Last 70 L.Gruinai) 


Islay 27 Apr. 


Last Shet, Ork, High, Fife & Clyde 9 Mar-5 Apr; P&K, Ayr & Clyde Is 14-17 Apr; NE & Caith 26-27 Apr; Al 


9 May. 


Summer: singles The Loons 28 May; Heylipol, Tiree Arg 19 Jun; St. Kilda OH 22-23 Jun; Caolas, Tiree at 


22 Aug. 3prs feral birds bred Rhinns, Islay Arg, br2 seen. 

Autumn: First L.Gruinart 21 Sep; D&G, Caith, NE, Is of May & Clyde Is 1-5 Oct; Shet, High, M&N, Loth| 
Clyde 11-15 Oct; P&K, Ork, Ayr & Fife 17-25 Oct. 
Only 25 L.Gruinart by end-Sep with first Heylipol, Tiree 2 Oct. 200 Endrick Mouth 15 Oct; 268 Castle Doug] 
D&G 17 Oct; 350 Caith census 18 Oct; 200 Lythmore Caith 20 Oct; 

17,735 birds in Argyll census 14-18 Nov with 12,246 Islay, 2,593 Kintyre, 1,299 Tiree, 7727 Coll, 572 mi 
Argyll, 94 Colonsay & 24 Oronsay. 


Ageing on Islay showed 19.03% young birds (10-year mean 16.05% with MBS 4.09 (mean 3.63) which sunsed 


a successful breeding season. A sample at Tayinloan Arg had a virtually identical 20% juvs. 

230 Broubster Leans Caith 15 Nov; 306 Endrick Mouth 16 Nov; 216 Assery Caith 18 Nov; 234 Oust Cai 
5 Dec; 108 The Loons 12 Dec; 216 Burn of Brims 16 Dec; 335 L.Ken D&G 20 Dec; 320 Ross Pt. Clyde 21 De 
5 Dec records NE, 4 High, 1 A&D, 2 P&K, 3 Fife & 3 Loth. 


European White-front A.a.albifrons 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 Jan-4 Apr; 8-10 Tankerness Ork 12 Jan-28 Mar; 3 Baltasound Shet 15 Jan-27 Fe 


2 Durkadale Ork 24 Jan; 70 L.of Strathbeg NE 25 Jan; 30-48 St.Fergus-Rattray NE 10 Feb-14 Mar; 3-4 L. 


Spiggie Shet 11Feb-13 Mar; 1 Sumburgh Shet 14-19 Mar; 1 Biggar Water floods B 29 Mar. 
1 L.of Strathbeg 18 Oct with 2 there 5 Nov. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 

Jan-Apr max: Shet 365 L.of Spiggie in Jan; OHeb 2,535 in Feb census, 1657 in N.Uist; Ork 3,250 E.Mainlai 
in Jan, 830 L.of Sabiston in Mar & 975 L.of Tankerness in Apr; Caith 700 Haster in Mar; High 2,000 Gollanfie 
& 1,000 Marybank in Jan; M&N 1,000 L.Spynie in Feb; NE 1,850 L.Skene in Feb; Fife 920 Eden Est. in Fe 
1,256 Kilconquhar L. in Mar; Forth 500 Fallin in Feb, 1,250 Drip Carse in Mar; Loth 2,000 Threipmuir in Mc 
Bord 1,119 Hirsel in Jan, 495 Whitrig in Feb, 1,900 Folly L. in Mar; Arg 3,334 Argyll census 30 Mar-3 Aj 
54% on Tiree; Clyde Is 400 Shiskine, Arran in Feb, 1,299 Bute in Mar; Clyde 5 00 Endrick valley in Mj 
700 Kelvin valley in Apr; Ayr 500 Tarbolton in Feb, 920 Maybole in Mar; D&G 970 Stranraer & 840 L.Ken) 
Jan, 600 Lochmaben in Feb. 


Greylag Goose - Resort maxima: Jan-Apr & Sep-Dec 
Resort Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Orkney census - - - - = 18110. 17:873 
Highland Firths H 1904 1567 - - - >4283 2904 667: 
L.Eye H - - - - - - 9069 550! 
L.Spynie M&N ne 1,000 ne nc nc 3,800 6,500 4,50( 
L.of Skene NE 204 1850 43 7 31 9,890 7,600 2,734 
Strathallan P&K 3,540 495 2,910 - - 256 527 


| 

| 
Breeding: Shet increase & spread with c.40prs breeding and min 25 broods, in 18 broods MBS 4.6 noted; OH 
3,155 counted in Aug census; Caith 2 sites with c.20prs breeding; High min 73prs noted 18 sites with 16! 
young, MBS 3.93, max 67 young Helmsdale; M&N 2pr+6juvs Cloddach would represent first breeding f 
M&N; P&K bred 7 sites; Fife 338 in Kirkcaldy feral flock in Oct, c.6prs +12 juvs Linkswood P., present 3 “dl 
sites; Forth 2 sites, no proof; Loth 7 sites with 23br104 Gladhouse Res., MBS4.5; Bord c.14prs at 5 sites, ju 
seen at 3 sites; Arg c.215prs noted with 150-200prs Tiree rearing 116br426, MBS 3.67; Clyde c.52 birds} 
7 sites reared 12br60, MBS 5.0; Ayr c.15 ads at 4 sites reared 16 young; D&G 100+juvs L.Ken in Jul. 
First broods: 29 Apr OHeb; Caith, Clyde & Bord 17-28 May. 
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Autumn/winter: 
Scottish-bred: 220 Hogganfield L. Clyde 13 Jul; first 34 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 31 Jul; 2,807 Tiree census 
22 Aug; 500 L.Bee, S.Uist OH 24 Sep. 
Icelandic migrants: first Fair Is 11 Sep; Shet 21 Sep; 200 Borrowston Caith increasing to 2,000 on 11 Sep. 
Monthly area max: 9,890 L.of Skene, 5,000 Carsgoe Caith, 5,000 Portmahomack H, 3,800 L.Spynie, 2,600 
Lintrathen L. A&D, 2,000 Rattar Caith, 1,550 Millechen Clyde & 800 Dunrossness Shet in Oct; 7,600 L.of 
Skene, 6,500 L.Spynie, 4,000 Janetstown Caith, 3,000 Mains of Watten Caith, 2,000 L.Clunie P&K, 
§ 1,000 L.Kinnord NE, 1,000 Blackpark D&G, 400 E.Kinleith L & 250 L.Ellrig Forth in Nov; 5,000 Findhorn 
Bay M&N, 2,730 L.of Skene, 1,400 Ardgay H, 1,200 Dowlaw B, 1,200 St. Michaels F & 1,000 Lochfauld 

Clyde in Dec. 

~ 18,110 Ork census included 10,272 W.Mainland, 3,852 E.Mainland & 1,440 Shapinsay; 5,203 in Argyll census 
14-18 Nov with 54% on Tiree. 


\ 
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. Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 

Wild? birds: 1 Barrapol, Tiree Arg 17 Feb-16 Apr (with Greenland White-fronts) ; 1 white-phase N (with 
i) Greylags) Balmartin, N.Uist OH 18 Apr; 1 Balnakeil H 8 May. 

1 Barrapol & L.a’Phuill, Tiree 19 Nov-6 Dec was presumably the spring bird returning. 
li) Feral birds: 15 Coll (6 white-phase & 5 blue-phase + 4 young). 38 Crossapol Bay, Coll, including 11 blue-phase 
‘+ & 1 white-phase gosling 29 Nov. 


’ Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
_ Resident birds: High 4-6prs bred Skibo, pr alarming L.Linnhe; NE 1-5 birds present at a number of sites, 2 juvs 
‘) Ythan 15 Aug with 2 Greylag hybrids; P&K 46 Butterstone 19 Mar, 150+ L.Monzievaird & 50+ Drummond L. 
f | 25 Jun, 381 R.Tay at Kercock 23 Aug, 53 L.Freuchie 29 Nov; Forth 30 Blairdrummond Carse 21 Mar, 48 there 
29 Aug. Prs present at min. 8 sites with 3br7 noted. 32 Gart 7 Sep, 51 Dunblane 20 Sep, 45 Kildean on 7 Oct, 
151 Drip Carse on 20 Oct, 28 Lecropt on 8 Nov; Loth 2-3 broods Duddingston L.; Bord 11 Watch Water Res. 
= 20Jan-10 Feb with 4-5 other present in spring & summer, but none bred; Arg 26 Oronsay, Colonsay in Jan with 
-16L.Leathan in Mar. 42ads+21 juvs Orornsay in Jun with 66 ads + 2 broods in Jul. 60 L.Ederline in Jul also had 
ii juvs. Present another 5 mainland sites 5 sites; Clyde numbers stabilising with 21 Gadloch in Jan, 105 S.L.Lomond 
&| in Feb. 98 ads present at 23 sites in breeding season rearing 118+ young. 193 in moult flock S.L.Lomond in Jul 
@ \with 150 Black Cart Water in Nov, 266 Endrick Mouth in Dec; Ayr 21 Barcraigs Res. in Jan; D&G 111 
le | Caerlaverock in Jan, max 397 there in Sep & 106 there Dec; 409 max on N.Solway WeBS counts in Sep, bred at 
ii | least 3 sites, max 80 L.Ken in Dec. 
 Yorkshire-Beauly Firth moult-migration: 
it )20N Galashiels B 17 May; 67N St.Abbs B, 33 St.Andrews Bay F, 30N Is of May, 25 Skateraw L & 11 Largo 
/F5-8 Jun; 121 Conan Is. H & 48 Aberlady L 10 Jun; 30 Tyninghame L, 8N Bute Clyde Is & 5 Montrose Basin 
_ ‘A&D 11-13 Jun; 16 Seafield P. L 16 Jun; 6 L.Gelly F 21 Jun; 45W Lossiemouth M&N 7 Jul; 142 Inner 
| Cromarty Firth H 29 Jul. 
f 12 Whiteness Head H & 12 Delnies M&N on 12-14 Aug; 25 Longcote L, 22W Kinneil & 16E Anstruther F on 
; ie Aug; 21 N.Couston Quarry L, 20 Kessock H 27 Aug; 20 Tyninghame 30 Aug, 19 Ythan Est. NE & 
) 116 Lindores L. F 23-31 Aug; 16 L.of Strathbeg NE 16 Sep; 9S St.Abbs 28 Sep; 12 Montrearthmont A&D 9 
Jet; 23 Ythan 15 Oct; 20 Whiteadder Res. L 8 Nov; 18 Strathbeg 16 Nov. 
' 1397 at Caerlaverock in Aug-Sep included Yorkshire ringed birds as well as locals. 
§, | Recent j increase of vagrants N.Isles ascribed to continuing increase in British population, with overshooting 
f ‘noult-migrants to the fore. 
" 2ossible vagrants: 
ly \_arge race: | Dumbarenie Links F 22 Feb, perhaps same there and at Kilconquhar L. F 1 Apr. 
I Medium-sized (parvipes?): 1 Traigh Gruinart, Islay Arg 19 Jan; 1 Ardnave L., Islay Arg 26 Jan; | Kintra Arg 
» (ym 28 Dec. 
i mall race: | Parkhill Farm, Newburgh F 14 Feb, probably same L.Leven P&K 20 Feb-26 Apr; singles Perth 
if P&K in Oct and Carnain, Ballinby & Grainel, all Islay Arg Nov-Dec. 
ch “mall stubby-billed hutchinsii? L.Skerrols, Islay Arg 22 Jan; 3 minima-types Stronsay Ork in Oct & 1 Harray 
Ork i in Nov. 
“mall & medium race birds were also noted Selvieland Clyde in Oct & Nov. 
é a 
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Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 
Svalbard flock: The 1997/98 Solway D&G census- 22,912 birds with 14.4% juvs & MBS 1.76. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May i 
Caerlaverock 9,410 -.6,233 13,690 12,370 8,230 | 
N.Solway coast 2,000 734 4,518 1,000 0 | 
Small numbers of what are presumably Svalbard birds now winter at L.of Strathbeg NE with 113 on 21 Jan} 
103 on 15 Mar. Apparent mid-Feb movement with 55 Musselburgh L, 17 Aberlady L & 14 Hule Moss B 9 Fe} 
72S Musselburgh 10 Feb & 8 Gladhouse Res. L 18 Feb. Otherwise Jan-Mar records of 1-4 in P&K, 1-7 in Fil 
1-8 in Forth, 1-4 Loth & 1-5 Bord. 1,200 Moffat D&G 17 Mar. l 
Spring departure from Caerlaverock with 11,650 on 30 Apr falling to 8,100 by 3 May and zero by 4 May. | 
Last 128 at Rockcliffe (in Cumbria) 28 May. Last Strathbeg: 33 on 26 Apr, 10 on 9 May & last 1 16 May. | 
Passage seen over Bord when 1,000N Coldstream, 250 Reston & 140 Birgham 3 May; 170E Reston & 80 Hirs} 
22-24 May. Smaller numbers seen Apr/May in NE (1), Fife (2), Is of May (4) & Forth (7), max 20N w4 
Kilbride Ayr 7 Apr & 21 L.Leven P&K 13 Apr. 
Autumn: /t is difficult to distinguish the source of arriving birds, however there appears to have been a “al 
influx of Svalbard birds on 26-27 Sep that was more widespread than usual, with more penetrating further we 
than is typical. Despite the first arrivals on Islay, judging from the accumulating totals there and at eee 
the Greenlanders mostly came in early Oct, a week after the Svalbarders [Ed. ]. 
First back Ork 3 Sep; Arg 12 Sep; M&N, D&G, Shet & Ayr 19-23 Sep; NE & Fair Is 24-25 Sep;Is of May, Fit) 
Loth, Bord & Clyde 26 Sep; OHeb, A&D & Forth 27 Sep. 


6 Scatness Shet 19 Sep; 29 Caerlaverock 20 Sep; 70E Lossiemouth M&N on 21 Sep; 39 N.Ronaldsay Or) 


31 Deerness Ork & 35S Irvine Ayr 23 Sep; 80S Girdleness NE 24 Sep with 86S on 25 Sep; 286 Fair Is 25 Se, 
Mass arrival from 26 Sep when 260 Is of May. Then 580S Sumburgh Shet, 400 off sea Whalsay Shi 
200S Sandwick Shet, 170 Noss Caith &126S South Head Caith 27 Sep; 1,700 Foveran NE, 985S Girdlenej) 
830 Hatterseat NE, 275S St.Abbs B, 180W Fife Ness F, 129 Evie Ork & 128 Lossiemouth M&N on 28 Se) 
240 Deerness 29 Sep. Peak passage was 29 Sep when (amongst many records) 4,915S Fife Ness, 3,105S Peebl, 
B, 3,000S Moffat, 1,200 Musselburgh, 926 Dirleton L & 500 Scatness Shet (some duplication likely). 
Smaller numbers thereafter (much confused by lingering passage birds) but 120 South Head : Oct; 650 Strathb) 
& 250SW Fife Ness 2 Oct; 208 Irvine & 160 Musselburgh 5 Oct. 

Total of 15,940 Caerlaverock by 30 Sep with record count of 17,640 by 8 Oct. 


; Sept Oct Nov Dec | 
The 1998/99 Solway Firth census gave a total of 22,209] Gaodtaverock 15,940 17,460 11,570 10,490 | 
birds with 15.6% juvs and MBS 1.67. N.Solway coast 4 11,000 2,000 2,000 | 


Many small parties lingered away from Solway Oct-Dec: L.of Strathbeg had 210 on 11 Oct, max 325 in Nov} 
157 in Dec. Loth (max 32 Fenton Barns in Nov); 7 Bord; c.8 Clyde & c.5 Ayr. [ 
Mid-winter movements: 39W Yellowcraigs L 3 Dec; 20S Barassie Ayr 27 Sec. 
Greenland flock: Jan census Islay Arg had 32,392 birds. Also in Arg: 225 Balmeanach, Mull in Jan, 1,34 
Tiree, 421 Oronsay & 410 Danna Is. in Feb. During Argyll census 30 Mar-3 Apr: 31,099 on Islay, 1,089 Tag 
653 Coll & 436 Oronsay. 

On Orkney counts at South Wall, Hoy produced max 1,180 there in Feb with 1,100 in Apr. 11-26 birds sec 
elsewhere on islands. Elsewhere: 300-362 Vorogay, Vallay & Kyles-Paible, all N.Uist OH, 386 Eilean Hoan | 
& 200 Achiltibuie H Jan-Mar. 

Departure from mid-Apr: 6,280 NW Tiree & 5,000 Balmartin, N.Uist OH & Askernish, S.Uist; 1,000 L.Gruina 
Islay 27 Apr. Last Balmartin 18 May, L. Insh H 21 May, L.of Tankerness Ork 24 May & Tiree 30 May. 
First 12 off sea Melvich H 15 Aug; then 18 L.Gruinart 12 Sep. Only 870 L.Gruinart by 5 Oct. 

Main arrival 10 Oct when 560 arrived L.Gruinart, 82 Tiree, 42 Oronsay. Only a few seen elsewhere on ia 
Hebrides but 365 Kirkibost Is, N.Uist OH, 314 L.Paible, N.Uist & 150 Stoer H 10-14 Oct. 
550 S.Walls, Hoy in Oct rising to 850 there in Dec. 
Argyll census mid-Nov: 33,544 Islay, 1,036 Tiree, 720 Danna Is., 463 Oronsay & 415 Coll. 1,185 Tiree in F 
Dec. Aged sample of 10,254 on Islay gave 12.84% juvs with MBS 2.28. 

Feral birds. Odd birds, possibly caught up with the Canada moult migration, or injured: 1 L.Oire M&N | 
Findhorn Bay M&N on 8-16 Jun; 2 Coll & Tiree in Jul & Aug; 1 Ythan NE 22 Aug; 2 L.Leven on 26 Au 
1 L.Gruinart, Islay 24 Aug; 5 Musselburgh 5 Sep & | Strathbeg 9 Sep. 

Resident birds were noted: Loth (4 sites, max 3); Clyde 3 sites, max 2); Ayr pr bred Horse Is with c/8 on 
May. 
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla 
Pale-bellied Brent B.b.hrota 


Few in early-year: 10 L.Ryan D&G, 7 Nairn te 
| Bar M&N & 7 L.Indaal, Islay Argin Feb; with | Ge, 
singles Loth (2), Bord, Clyde. N Scot 
} Passage in Apr/May: 258 Penenerine & Rubha | NEScot 8 
, Ardvule, S.Uist OH 15-17 Apr; 59 Oronsay | E/C Scoti#2 
_ Arg 16 Apr; 17 L.an Eilen, Tiree Arg 24 Apr; a ST : : 
| 100N St.Abbs B 8 May. 258 Penenerine & | cw scot - 10 
| Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist OH 15-17 Apr. 
{ Odd summer birds at Aberlady & Foula Shet 
4 in Jun. 
\ 17Eden Est. F 5 Sep; 33 Portnahaven, Islay Arg 6 Sep; 12 Hynish, Tiree Arg 8 Sep; 107 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 
» 9Sep. 520S Grimnish Pt., Aird an Runair, N.Uist & Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist OH 9 Sep-12 Nov, but mostly on 9 
Oct. 21S Fife Ness 21 Sep; 26 Ayr Ayr & 8N Arbroath A&D 30 Sep; 20S Skateraw L 1 Oct; 38S Arbroath 2 

ih Oct; 15S Fife Ness, 12S Peterhead NE & 9 Barns Ness L 3 Oct; 27 Lossie Est. M&N 10-12 Oct; 64S Machrihanish 
> Arg & 23 Castlehill Caith 14 Oct. 
«| 12L.Ryan in Dec and Nov/Dec with 1-4 birds NE, Fife, Clyde, Ayr & D&G. 


includes un-raced birds : # many unassigned 


ty Dark-bellied Brent B.b.bernicla 

13-19 Eden Est. F through Jan dropping to 11 by 14 Feb, 1 bird to Mar/Apr. 1 Cocklemill F 1 Jan; 1 L.of Skene 

il) NE 2 Jan;1 Tyninghame L 3 Jan-1 Feb; 1 Valleyfield F 6 Jan-14 Feb; 1 Ythan Est. NE 8-18 Jan; 3 Burghead 

) Bay M&N 8 Feb; | Aberlady L 9-21 Feb; 1 Rattray NE 4 Apr; 1 Kinneil Forth 16-29 Apr; 1 Caerlaverock 

» D&G 19 Apr-24 May; | L.of Strathbeg NE 26 Apr; 1 Cairnbulg NE 7 Jun. 

),, | Summered Eden Est. 19 Jun-19 Jul. 

_ 1 Aberlady 15 Jul; 4 Whalsay Shet 26 Sep; 1S Girdleness NE 28 Sep with 2S there 2 Oct; 1 Deerness Ork on 

fe 2 Oct; 8 Rattray 3 Oct; 5 Ythan Est. 3-31 Oct; 1 L.Paible, N.Uist OH 12-15 Nov. 

The subspecific identity of many sightings of Brents seems to be uncertain, several local reports mentioning 
conflicting reports about the identity of the same birds [Ed.]. 


| | * Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis 
|| 1 Vane Farm P&K 31 Mar-1 May; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 1-18 Apr. 1 Kercock P&K 13 Dec. 
wl First record for NE Scotland & second for Perth & Kinross. 
» BBRC commented on the difficulties with escapes and that the Apr records did not conform to the previous 
_ history in Britain (mostly in S&E with Brents during Nov-Mar) but that a new pattern might be developing of 
3) birds moving north in Mar & Apr. 
iti » See Schofield, R. (1999) in North -east Scotland Bird Report 1998 114-115 for account of the Strathbeg bird. 


al | 


| Mar Apr May Jun Oct 
me | Ythan Est. NE 126 6 11 
Eden Est. F 485 547 
N.Forth F 410 
aa S.Forth L 539 
ri Forth counts # 630 
Islay lochs* Arg y 
Clyde Est. Clyde - - - 30 101 
Caerlaverock D&G 116 260 186 3710 3313 2670 1060 
N.Solway D&G 504 643 659 3956 3577 2920 1629 
My | Wigtown Bay D&G 502 - - - - - 16 288 337 377 


D ¥ | * L.Indaal&L.Gruinart. # -various counts from Forth Report 


v7 |Winter/spring: 1,025 Highland Firths H, 912 Montrose Basin A&D, 221 Nigg Bay H, 124 L.Fleet H and 
(104 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N in Jan; 951 Highland Firths, 164 Clachan, S.Uist OH, 124 L.Paible, S.Uist OH 
D & 121 Nairn Bars in Feb; 123 L.na Duin, N.Uist OH & 69 L.of Strathbeg NE in Mar; 109 Dipple Ayr in Apr. 


s | 
| 
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’ 
Breeding: High first breeding Eigg since 1991: P&K . | 
Oprs Vane Farm: Fife most successful breeding season vere Sites | 
for 4 years: Loth another poor year for breeding: Bord Sictisad 2 3 3 3 
now regular at c.5 inland sites; Clyde bred inland at Fair Isle i 3 0 
Auchendores Res.; D&G bred successfully inland at Orkney =i 66 = 
Applegarth Res.. SS i 2 

. : Caithness 35 8 8. 

Summer/autumn: Inner Forth moult flock at Kinneil Highland 4 5 3 , 
built up to over 4.600 birds on 9 Aug. M&N 4 2 8 
Judging from the table, especially the huge increase North-east 1 2 4 
in the Solway and the outer Forth in Sep, birds de- 2 cS - : 
part immediately after the moult. The Solway total Fife B 330 39 
suggests many Kinneil birds originate from outwith Lothian 5 >15 15 
Scotland, presumably on the Irish Sea coasts [Ed. ]. Borders 4 7 2 
Winter: Gradual increase at most resorts (except Rof | 4Fsvll 3 ab 17 
Forth) as birds return. Away from main resorts: 59 oe 3 : 
L.Paible, S.Uist in Nov; 815 Highland Firths, 329 Nigg Aare + \4 
Bay, 80 Alturlie H & 37 Delnies M&N in Dec. 
Mandarin Aix galericulata 
Winter/spring: 1m Largs Ayr Jan-Feb; 1m R.Tweed at Polmood B 18 Jan: im R.Annan D&G 22 Feb: pr Uni | 
Canal; Linlithgow L 21 Mar: Im Spectacle L. D&G 12 Apr: 1m Cardross Bay Clyde 20 Apr: 2mm Dinnet Ng 
3 May: Im L.of Papil, W.Barra Shet 17 May-3 Jun. 
Breeding: P&K just 2-3 birds Perth, 3-4 Gleneagles in winter; Bord pr in suitable habitat on Eye Water ney 4} 


Eyemouth 24 Apr: Arg 50 Glenbranter P. in Mar: 1f with young Creggans in May, 18prs used nest-boxes L. Ec 
Autumn: If/imm L.Stack H 2-29 Jul: Im Linlithgow 7 Jul-3 Sep & Beecraigs Res. L 26 Jul & 27 Sep: 
Roken Glen Park 11 Jul-5 Sep; 1f Largo F 21 Jul; 2mm Cardross Bay 6 Aug with 1f 19 Aus: Im Burrafirth, ull 
Shet 3-5 Sep: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 28-29 Sep: Im Finigask L. P&K 10 Oct: 1 Lintrathen L. A&D 27 Oct. |) 
Fifth for Shetland & eighth for Orkney. Photo of the Shetland bird - Shetland Bird Report 1998. | 


Wigeon Anas penelope 


ss > ereerae =e z Area Jan 
Winter/Spring: in addition - 1.930 Mon- 1 Haga Ork 3226 
trose Basin A&D, 1.200 L.Spynie Shapinsay Ork $26 
MA&N, 875 L.of Ibister Ork. 860 L.of | Widewall Bay Ork 1200 


Stenness Ork, 700 L.Ryan D&G, | High Firths eS 


= : Findhom Bay M&N 840 
700 Carsebeck P&K. 532 Culbin Bars ee pete 01 


M&N. 530 L.of Hundland Ork and 438 L.of Strathbeg NE 649 


Forth Est Forth in Jan: 548 Gartmorn Ythan Est. NE 370 

L. Forth. 450 L.Spynie & 450 L-Bee, | £-0f Skene NE 909 
S.Uist OH in Feb. a He 2 
Breeding: Shet several pairs, no success; S Forth I. 1749 508 
OHeb nests N.Uist, S.Uist & Benbecula Islay lochs Arg 587 372 
(2), br4 seen S.Uist: Caith br3 L.of | Bute Clyde Is 1792 4 


Wester: High record 46prs LInsh, 2- | God Est Clyde = 302 
ener hB ea Morich: Wigtown BayD&G 340 
Sprs Strath PLOra et DiS MOUICN, Gaeta Ole Gas 
M&N 4 sites but no proof of success: L.Ryan D&G A10 


NE | 1mm Ballater with br4 later, 8mm 


Braemar but just br1 with 5ff later; P&K attempts at 10 sites, few broods seen: Bord present 3 sites, no proy 
Arg 3ff+2 broods L.Tulla. present 2 other sites with no proof. 

Autumn/Winter: 3,450 L.of Tankerness Ork & 1,281 Scapa Flow Ork in Sep; 500 L.of Hillwell Shetz 

349 Tiree Arg in Oct: 1,049 L.Ryan, 560 Bogside Ayr, 400 L.Watten Caith & 300 L.of Mey Caith n N 

3,715 Scapa Flow, 3.503 Montrose Basin, 700 Tullibody Inch Forth, 650 L.of Broadhouse Ork. 645 C 1 
335 Garts L. Forth & 244 L.Spynie in Dec. ‘ 
1m L.Leathan H 11-12 May was suspected hybrid A.penelope x americana. 


poh poem 
28k 
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- * American Wigeon Anas americana 

Ist-w m Lossie Est. M&N 5 Feb-29 Mar; 1m Ythan Est. NE 2-6 May; 1m Mill Dam, Shapinsay Ork 2-8 May; 
jm The Loons Ork 25-28 May; 1m Tyninghame L 6-21 Jun. 

| L.of Harray Ork 6 Oct; 1m Carbarns Haugh Clyde 25 Oct, moved to Baron’s Haugh, remaining to 20 Nov; ad 
m Lossie Est. 14 Nov, presumed to be returnee from spring; 1m L.Scarmclate Caith 16-22 Nov; Ist-w Ythan 
Est. 29 Dec to 1999. Third records for Moray & Nairn and Lothian. 


| 


Gadwall Anas strepera Gadwall 


Fife Bird Report 


: 
: 
; 
| Steven Brown 
/ 
| 


} 
} 
| 
i 


ee ven ( f : é ; = Sp, J £3 je & i 
¥ , “gen ai L ere tare itt lil 
+ \Winter/spring max: 12 Bishop L. Clyde & 6 L.Ore F in Jan; 44 Vane Farm P&K & 6 Skinflats Forth in 
| eb; 44 L.of Kinnordy A&D, 23 Merryton Clyde, 12 Gartloch P. Clyde, 8 Birnie L. F, 6 Gartmorn Forth, 5 


ilconquhar L. F & 5 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg in Mar; 6 Gartloch P. in Apr. 


= 3reeding: Many sites had 1-2 males in 
_ Apr-Jun but few pairs noted. Ork c. 15prs See Sie : 10 
eit | ; : usselburg 

" piiesent 5 sites, proved to breed Peetic oe a. oh (os ee 
{vate & Mill Dam, Shapinsay; OHeb 

bit 


" )rL.Fada, Benbecula & 3 juvs L.Ardvule, S.Uist in Aug; High bred L.Stoer but lost young later; NE max 7 L.of 
‘ _trathbeg in May but no evidence of breeding; A&D br10 Forfar L. & br8 L.of Kinnordy; P&K 8prs bred Vane 
r arm (9) with pr another site; Fife br7 at site in NW; Loth 2prs Dundas L. for short period: Bord pr Yetholm 
!.-no proof of success; Clyde 5prs with 40 young at Baron’s Haugh, 3+prs Merryton but no evidence of 
: \iccess, pr probably bred North Haugh, 2prs+br8 Ross P., max 3prs Gartloch P. with br7, single prs at Caplaw 
jam, Aird Meadow, Barr L. & Woodend L.. 

‘utumn/winter: 5 Linlithgow L. L Sep-Dec. 35 Vane Farm in Jul; 100 Baron’s Haugh, 7 Wards P. Clyde, 
L.Gelly F & 4Aberlady L in Aug; 24 Forfar L. A&D & 4 Ayr in Sep; 21 Merryton in Oct; 5 Kilconquhar 
t ., 4Skinflats in Nov; 11 Hamilton Low Parks Clyde & 6 Caerelaverock D&G in Dec. 

my 


3 


al Anas crecca 
' \inter/spring: See table for main resorts. 
' 78 Forth Est. Forth, 418 Spynie Canal 
- \&N, 375 Carsebeck P&K, 371 L.of 
snnordy A&D & 301 Kinneil Forth in Jan; 
‘160 Munlochy Bay H, 230 Cruden Bay NE, 
* 9L.an Duin, N.Uist OH, 200 L.of Durran 
| /iith & 200 L.Scarmclate Caith in Feb. 
‘ceeding: Shet 5-6 broods Fetlar, creche 
+20 juvs Uyeasound, Unst, with prs at sev- 
lother sites; Ork c.60prs bred 14 sites with | Crerlaverock D@G 519 
J ors The Loons; OHeb 35prs at 15 sites 


j 
| 


Scottish Bird Report 193 |) 


with | nest & 3br9 included 15prs on Benbecula; Caith 4 sites with 4br21; High 71prs Insh Marshes; M 

13 sites with 3br9 noted; NE only 2 broods noted; P&K bred 14 sites; Fife no signs of breeding; Forth 3 si ‘ 
Loth 1 site; Bord c.43prs noted at 20 sites but only 2br5 noted, very poor success; Arg 16+prs at 9 sites bh 
4 successful; Clyde c.27prs at 14 sites with 4br12 noted; Ayr 15prs at 4 sites; D&G Sprs Wood of Cree. 
First young seen: Caith 15 May; Clyde 12 Jun; Forth 13 Jun; Bord 30 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: 610 Nith Est. D&G & 232 Dun’s Dish A&D in Sep; 3,700 Vane Farm P&K, 2,020 Munloy i 
Bay, 740 Carsebeck, 637 Lintrathen L. A&D, 440 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 317 Lochlea Ayr, 241 Blairboje | 
Ayr & 224 Denfind P. A&D in Oct; 1,179 Forth Est., 755 Kinneil, 666 Egilsay Ork, 592 Hule Moss B & (7 

L.of Kinnordy in Nov; 1,230 Alturlie H, 830 N.Solway WeBS, 776 Scapa Flow Ork, 320 Whitrig B, L. 
Kilconquhar L. F, 270 Kilwhiss F, 222 Carlingwark D&G, 206 L.Ken D&G & 200 Stantling Craigs B in Dp. f 


Sn 


* Green-winged Teal A.c.americana } 
Singles Carsebeck P&K 11 Jan; L.Indaal, Islay Arg 20-26 Jan; L.of Strathbeg NE 7 Feb-8 Mar; Caerlaverjk 
D&G 13 Mar-26 Apr; L.of Tankerness Ork 15 Mar-19 Apr; 2 Clachan Sands, N.Uist OH 1 May; & 1 Sid | 
Water Shet 24 May. | 
1 Graemeshall L. Ork 19 Oct; 1 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 1 Nov-29 Dec with 2 there 7-19 Nov & 5-6 Dec. | 
[1997] lm at An Faodhail, Tiree Arg 27 Nov 1996 to 4 Mar 1997 (noted in 1997 SBR) appeared to be paid 
with a female Teal A.c.crecca. 


Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Area Jan 


Winter/spring: See Table. 930 Carsebeck Mill Dam Ork 590 | L 
P&K, 800 Montrose A&D, 730 Vane Farm Highland Firths 3308 
P&K, 672 Kilconquhar L. F, 448 Gaddon L. L.Spynie M&N 


F, 306 Airthrey L. Forth, 230 Gladhouse Res,. | Sabes SE a 
L & 223 Kinnordy A&D in Jan; 619 Forth N Forth F | 


Est. Forth in Feb. S.Forth L 
Breeding: Shet well grown brood 4 Sep; Fair Is | Baron’s Haugh  , 
2prs failed; Ork c.150prs at 11 sites; OHeb 42 Sess a 
broods at 2 large sites; High 221 prs Insh Marshes N Solway WeBS 4 

(108), 6br21 Eigg; NE poor season; P&K bred - 
14 sites; Fife a slight improvement on 1997 but 66% drop in broods at L.Gelly gives concern; Forth 1,'0 
captive-bred birds released for shooting at Dunblane; Bord better year than “97 but MBS was just below/é 
11 year mean; Clyde rather low success at 4.49 (mean 5.0) with some late broods suggesting re-laying; Dis 
br17 seen R.Nith - a victim of egg-dumping ?. 


First broods: Forth 2 Apr; Arg 17 Apr; Ayr & 
Bord 21-23 Apr; OHeb & Clyde 27-29 Apr; Fife 
1 May. 

Autumn/winter: 396 L.Spynie M&N & 253 
Linlithgow L. Lin Jul; 240 Monikie A&D & 240 
Balgray Res. Clyde in Aug; 390 Wigtown Bay 
D&G, 368 Black Cart Water Clyde, 318 Gaddon 
L. & 220 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg in Sep; 525 S.L.Lomond, 470 Castle L. D&G, 450 Lintrathen L. A&D,)3 
Bute Clyde Is, 240 Kirk L. D&G, 234 Bavelaw L in Oct; 1,030 Scapa Flow Ork in Nov; 1,710 Carsebeck,)0 _ 
Kilconquhar L., 472 Perth P&K, 420 Culbin Bars M&N, 282 Blairdrummond Forth & 249 Peebles B in Ie I 
—_—_—Krl—v—__—___—_:.:. . .........a&Tk Eh 
Pintail Anas acuta 


Decline noted on Blackshaw Bank D&G: from 


Area Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov ‘ ; 


: 4 : M F. WeBS 468 254 - - 136 - 

3,900 in ‘95, 2,950 in ‘96, 2,661 in ‘97 & 1,880 |i cecuathbesNE 14 17 97 1 3 = 
in “98; also many fewer Wigtown Bay D&G. Eden Est. F 628 2 i & 
Also 40 L.Ken D&G, 33 Cardross Clyde, 28 | Forth Est. Forth 36 2 9. 35 
Vane Farm P&K, 16 Montrose A&D, 13 Nairn | E-Indaal, Islay 45 2 2 16 
Clyde Est. Clyde 22. 27 0 0 10 6 


Bar M&N, 8 Musselburgh L., 5 Findhorn Bay 
M&N in Feb; 10 Merryton Clyde & 10 Baron’s 
Haugh Clyde in Mar. 


Caerlaverock D&G 1200 384 400 470 1290 1700 
N.Solway D&G 820 1044 268 223 2375 1402 
Wigtown Bay D&G 52 
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Breeding: Shet single birds only in May-Jun; Ork noted 9 sites, 2prs L.of Banks, 6prs + br8 The Loons, 5prs + 
| 4broods Mill Dam, Shapinsay; OHeb pr mating at | site & 3 juvs at another site S.Uist; High pr suspected to 
i have bred Insh Marshes; P&K 1 m held territory; Fife 4prs at 32 sites in Apr but did not linger; Arg late pr and 

several males Islay & Tiree did not stay; Clyde 2prs in Apr but not later; D&G Sprs L.Ken in Apr only. 

32 Mill Dam in Aug; 13 Brough Ness, S.Ronaldsay Ork, 7 Tyninghame L in Sep; 87 Vane Farm, 13 L.of 
ct Sabiston Ork & 6 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg in Oct; 87 Threave D&G, 64 Blackpark Marsh D&G & 6 L.Spynie 
, M&N in Nov; 79 Montrose, 39 L.Ken & 11 Nairn Bar in Dec. 


) 
) Garganey Anas querquedula Mae Ape Ape | May May 
_ Spring: Pr Caerlaverock D&G 21 Mar-11 Apr; pr 1-30 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 


‘Gartloch P. Clyde 20-21 Apr; pr Haroldswick Shet : : 2 
_ 25-26 Apr; 1m Thuster Caith 5 May; 1m Eden Est. F : 
9 May; | L.of Strathbeg NE 10 May. More widespread 
into mid-May. 


_ Breeding: Shet pr Sand Water 14 May-3 Jun did not 
cif breed; Ork pr+1m L.of Graemeshall in May/Jun but 8 

seen | Aug when 3mm & probable newly fledged brood, 
| also pr Mill Dam, Shapinsay in May/Jun thought to 
— have attempted breeding, another pr The Loons in May 
onl 
Bion: 1m Monikie A&D 11 Aug; 1m Scatness Shet 4-6 Sep; juv Lochlea Ayr 3-8 Sep; 3 (1m) Gadloch Clyde 
7 Sep; 1f/imm Musselburgh L 9 Sep-17 Oct with another f/imm there 5-6 Nov; 1 imm.m L.Croispol & L. 
 Borralie H 25-29 Sep; 1 f/imm Carsebeck P&K 10 Oct. 


We 
sai 


fa Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
) im L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg 16 May. 1m L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 24-30 May, seen displaying on 25 May. 
Second & third records for Argyll. Possibly the same bird but treated by the BBRC as different. 


Soe ee. he ee 


— 
a 
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rf) Shoveler Anas clypeata 
owt Winter/spring: See Table. 40 Powfoot D&G, 22 Montrose A&D & 19 L.of Kinnordy A&D; 29 Hirsel L. B in 
u eb; 20 Forfar L. A&D & 20 Baron’s Haugh Clyde in Mar. 


~_ Breeding: Shet 2-4prs but none bred; Ork 
‘ ’.doprs at 17 sites with min 3 broods noted, max Ara 
j [8prs The Loons & 8-10prs Mill Dam; OHeb | Mill Dam Ork 
1 36prs at 7 sites with 6br30 noted; Caith br3 L.of | N.Ronaldsay Ork 
) - Mey; NE 4prs at 2 sites, br5 at Kinloch; A&D_ | L-of Strathbeg 
 pr+2br4 Kinnordy; P&K 8prs at 3 sites with ge iy 
— |)prs Vane Farm; Fife 3 sites, none bred; Forth Clyde WeBS 
| !-3prs early on only; Loth prs at 2 sites, no evi- | Caerlaverock 
i) ) lence of breeding; Bord 5-7prs at 4 sites, did | Wigtown Bay 
tl | ‘jot breed; Arg 3 sites with c.14prs with 5br20 
ba F iree & 2 broods L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 4 sites with 7prs, br8 Carbarns; Ayr pr New Cumnock did not breed; 
= '\&G 5prs L.Ken no evidence of success. 
— \irst brood: Clyde 9 May; NE on 16 May. 
M . utumn/winter: 55 Mill Dam, Shapinsay Ork in Aug; 99 Dun’s Dish A&D, 68 Hule Moss & 36 Carlingwark L. 
_ |\&G in Sep; 51 Baron’s Haugh, 33 Kilconquhar L. F, 31 N.Solway WeBS, 28 Gartloch P. Clyde in Sep; 41 
| \'artqueen L. Clyde, 40 Montrose, 27 Stronsay Ork, 15 Endrick Mouth Clyde & 11 Dalmore H in Dec. 


f 


‘ed-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
Mire L. B 21 & 29 Apr with imm f there 21 Aug-27 Sep; 1m Forfar L. A&D 27-30 Aug; 1f St.John’s L. 


ih! 
f 
(a 
0) Vaith 18 Oct & 30 Oct. 


Be : 


| 


} 
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Pochard Aythya ferina 
Winter/spring: 491 L.of Skaill Ork, 84 Linlithgow L. L, 55 Gartmorn Forth, 40 Monikie A&D, 38 Castle}, 
D&G, 35 L.of Menteith Forth, 33 Seafield L & 33 Gladhouse L. in Jan; 255 Methil F, 201 L.of Hundland O1, 
140 Shapinsay Ork, 97 L. Sarclet Caith, 70 Hamilton Low Parks Clyde, 69 Moor L. F, 65 Endrick Mol 
Clyde, 43 Martnaham L. Ayr, 39 L.Bhasapol, Tiree Arg & 34 Hogganfield L. Clyde in Feb; 34 L.Heilen a 
in Mar. Elsewhere max 8 Shet, 10 OHeb, 32 High & 29 Bord. 


Breeding: NE br7 Sand L. & br8 Cotehill : 

P&K 8mm Blairgowrie & 5mm Vane Farm ( 
ee Os Fife 3 sites, none bred; Bord 6prs at 4 sites, tl 

osquoy Ork : 

Hora Or Bemersyde & 2br8 Yetholm L.. | 
Tankerness Ork 3 First young: NE in Jun; Bord 19 Jun. 
StJohn’s Caith Autumn/winter: 150 Tankerness in Aug; 8h 
= oe L.Gelly F, 52 Lintrathen L. A&D, 42 Forfar. 
Katconinhar LF s A&D in Sep; 400 Vane Farm P&K & li 


S.L.Lomond Clyde in Oct; 150 Monikie, iW 


L.Gelly, 93 Shewalton Ayr, 86 Lochwinnoch Clyde, 36 L.Spynie M&N & 34 L.Achray Forth in Nov; if 
Hamilton Low Parks & 103 Linlithgow in Dec. 


Area 


{ 
7 
* Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 


| 
| 
1m L. nan Dailthean H 14-15 May. | 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 


A 
a ans Ork Winter/spring: See table for main resorts. | 
Harray Ork : 331 Longman H, 250 Kyle of Sutherld 
Stenness Ork - H, 200 Cameron Res. F, 123 Loiriston, 
ee NE, 120 StJohn’s L. Caith & 118 Gadca 
ee L. F in Jan; 232 Gartmom Forth in Fi 
Linlithgow L. L 133 Tiree Arg in Mar; 130 L.Fitty F @ 
Hogganfield L. 111 Castle L. D&G in Apr; 185 Vane Fea 
Hamilton Clyde P&K i in Jun. 


Breeding: High 10prs Insh Marshes a 
P&K noted 9 sites with 21prs Vane Farm; F2 
most productive year of the decade; Loth mé/ 
sites with no success; Bord a very poor & 12 
season with MBS well below 11-year mearf 
4.93; Clyde poor success, well below 12-yr 
mean of 4.50; Ayr very poor season with jt 
a single brood noted. 
First young: OHeb 13 Jun; Bord 17 Jun; i 
Shet 2 Jul (es, 
Autumn/winter: See table: 316 Kilconqu'r 
L. F, 250 Barr L. Clyde, 200 L.of Strathts 
NE & 113 L.Gelly F in Jul; 391 L.of Ske. 
178 Woodend L. Clyde, 164 Lochwinndi 
Clyde, 144 Balgray Res. Clyde, 135 Hogganfield L. Clyde & 104 Bishop L. Clyde in Aug; 305 Gaddon Lit 
126 Lintrathen L. A&D in Oct; 346 Longman in Nov; 198 L.Eye H, 124 L.of Swannay Ork & 106 Tiree in D. 
| 


Aythya hybrids 
1 Johnston L. 13 Feb & Lochend L. Clyde - Tufted x Pochard; 5mm Mire L. B 7 Nov - probable Lesser Scip 
x Tufted (from nearby collection); 1 Hamilton Low Parks Clyde - Scaup x Tufted. ; 
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Scaup Aythya marila 

Winter/spring: 91 Ardoch Clyde, 68 St.Andrews Bay F, 50 Nairn Bar M&N & 24 West Wemyss F in Jan; 170 
Rough Firth D&G & 52 Ayr Ayr in Feb; 66 Auchenharvie Ayr in Mar; 2,183 Inner Solway D&G in Apr. Last 
flocks: 33 Seafield, Annan D&G 9 May & 21 L.Indaal, Islay Arg 17 May 

Elsewhere max counts: Shet 2, OHeb 1, Caith 1, NE 6, A&D 2, Loth 4 & Clyde Is 4. 


Breeding: High pr in suitable habitat in Suth- 


E Area Nov 
| erland but not relocated. Stenness Ork 268 
(i) Mostly singles Jul-Aug: Shet, Caith (4), NE, | MorayF.WeBSH = 406 . 
i) Fife (2), Bord & Clyde but 87 (84mm) Annan_ | L@tso Bay F 8 Oo 

D&G 9 Jul L.Indaal, Islay Arg 1110 870 

a : Clyde Est. Clyde 83 - 1 
Autumn/winter: 1S Rhuba Ardvule, N.UistOH | 1 Ryan D&G 476 196 

i 16 Aug; 9S Machrihanish Arg 25 Aug; 4W |NSolway D&G 1791 1956 
t|, Lossiemouth M& N 16 Sep. Caerlaverock D&G 2160 1 2630 


| 3,430 Corbelly D&G & 2,540 Nith D&G in Oct; 177 Jemimaville H, 150 Milton of Culloden H, 88 Auchenhar- 
: vie & 25 Delnies M&N in Dec. Elsewhere: Shet 11, OHeb 4, Caith 4, NE 12, A&D 8, Forth 6, Loth 7, Bord 1, 
‘Fluctuations: poor year Lothian, decline L.Ryan and Largo Bay but the highest L.Indaal since 1993. 


= * Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 

Ist-w f Ardnave L. Islay Arg 6-9 Nov & 31 Dec, also at L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 16 Dec; Ist-w m+2 Ist-w ff L.of 
' Spiggie Shet 1 Nov-1 Dec then 1m+1f to 4 Dec; If L.of Tankerness Ork 7 Dec to 1999. 

First for Argyll & second for Shetland. 5th to 7th records for Scotland. 
| Whether the Orkney bird was one of the Shetland individuals is not known but there were other birds arriving 
‘in Britain at the same time. The Shetland trio was first multiple record for Britain. 

See Ellis, P. (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 89-90 for an account of the Shetland birds. 


cl, Photos: Birding Scotland 2: 25 & Birding World 11: 406. 
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| Eider Somateria mollissima 
ji! | Winter/spring: 9,500 Tay Est. F, 2,092 Argyll coast census, 2,000 Girvan shore Ayr, 1,770 Montrose A&D, 
| 1,187 Bute shore Clyde Is, 1,100 Berwickshire shore B, 765 E.Mainland Shet, 521 Burghead Bay M&N & 390 
map Kyle Akin H in Jan; 628 Eden Est. F in Mar; 3,133 S.Forth L & 297 Girdleness NE in Apr. 


‘istimate of 13,400 off Fife coast in Jan. 


{Se} 2 ee Area Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ll ateeding: Shet c.20 broods Noss fledged 25 | VisntstNE 1116 1436 864 1204 976 887 970 
" foung, only 27 young Foula; Fair Is wide- | N Forth F 2443 1964 2876 2724 2480 2381 2256 
(i. )\pread failure in poor weather with flooding | S.ForthL 2205 1826 1717 4768 1180 1641 1369 
il ‘ind high predation of the eggs & young by Clyde Est. Clyde 1743 1465 1148 3944 2530 1575 1714 


Cumbrae Clyde Is. - 833 699 147 539 800 57/7 


onxies; Ork 43 nests on Papa Westray; 
Heb 59 young at 5 sites N.Uist & 40 broods S.Uist & Benbecula; Caith 41 young noted at 8 sites; High 110 
# \ests Nigg, 10br33 Eigg, 9prs Portgower with MCS 4.22 & MBS 3.67; M&N c.20 broods with 72 young; NE 
00 young Ythan, 309 fledged Sands of Forvie; Is of May decrease of 18% to 866 nests with 89% hatching 
_ juccess; Fife 25 nests Inchkeith but none Leuchars for first time in memory, 70 young at 5 sites; Loth 250 
vests Fidra, 145 young noted at other 5 sites; Arg 33 broods with 94 young Colonsay; Clyde Is many young 
/tran; Clyde 15 broods & 51 young; Ayr 440 nests Horse Is with MCS 3.84, 9 nests Lady Is with MCS 3.40, 
‘3 broods with 114 young noted at 6 sites. 
| 
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First young: High 25 May; Ork 29 May; Shet 4 Jun; Fife, Ayr, Clyde & Caith 11-15 Jun. 
Moult flocks: 1,400 Donmouth-Blackdog NE, 1,202 L.Ryan D&G, 957 Girdleness & 650 Killintrigan B; 
D&G in Jul; 6,528 S.Forth, 3,200 Girvan, 649 Inverkip shore Clyde & 574 Lunderston Bay Clyde in Aug. 1 
Autumn/winter: Count of Firth of Clyde 19-21 Sep gave 10,404 birds, 4,771 in Arg, 949 on Bute Clyde Is| 
4,664 in Clyde Est. Clyde. | 
364 Ushat Head Caith & 350 Fair Is in Sep; 815 St.Abbs B, 300 Sandend NE & 232 Spey Bay M&N in No} 
2,308 Scapa Flow Ork, 1,962 Montrose, 638 Lossiemouth shore M&N & 600 Culbin Bar M&N in Dec. 164 
S (90mins) Turnberry Pt. Ayr 27 Dec. | 
ee ee 


' 
j 
] 
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* King Eider Somateria spectabilis 
Im Mousa Sound Shet from 1997 to 29 Jan; 1m Skeld Shet 24 Jan (same as Raewick-Tresta 1997); 1m Taype 
F 1-28 Mar, presumably same as 1m Tentsmuir Pt. F 1 Mar (same as Tayport 1997 bird); 1m Ythan NE 20 M 
27 Jun, 15 Jul & in eclipse 18 Aug; 1m Spey Bay M&N 19 Apr. 1m Uyea, Unst Shet 13 May, same Aith, Fet!> 
21 May-4 Jun. Im West Voe, Sumburgh Shet 23 May-19 Jun; 1m N.Ronaldsay Ork 10 Jun; 1f Aberlady 1! 
May, later seen Methil F 1 Jul, Aberlady 8-23 Jul & Kirkcaldy F 29 Jul-2 Aug; 1m Murcar NE 5-12 Jul; If 
Burghead Bay M&N 5-14 Oct (same as Spey Bay 1998 & Lossiemouth 1997); 1m Balmossie A&D 11 Noy) 
Photos: Ythan bird - Birding World 11: 202 & Blackdog bird Birding World 11: 245. 

[1993] 1m passed Machrihanish Arg 3 Nov. | 
[1995] 1m Machrihanish Arg 26 Mar-1 Apr. i 
[1996] 1f Musselburgh L 6-7 Jun was presumably same as If Aberlady L 27 Jun-10 Jul . 
[1997] 1f Aberlady Bay L 5-8 May, 22 Jun-6 Jul was same as 1996 & 1998 bird. ! 


I 
} 
| 
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Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Winter/spring: See table for main resorts. 
aan fan Feb Nar Sep Oct Nov Dee | 757 Cummingston M&N, 383 Bluemull Shi 
Dunnet Bay 30 +30 200 200. 150 _ | 355 Enyhallow Sound Ork, 291 Beauly/Invi; 
Nairn Bars - 172 | ness Firths H, 265 S. Yell Sound Shet, 250 Hi 
Burghead Bay : : 330 | Ork, 135 Laxfirth shore Shet, 127 Virkie she 
pg ee : : xia | Shet, in Jan; 302 Rhuba Ardvule shore, S.U 
pe ke OH, 209 Stillgarry shore, S.Uist OH & 1 
Eden Est F Lunan Bay A&D in Feb; 350 Carnoustie B 
N.Forth F A&D & 160 Howmore-Rubha Ardvule, N.U 
S.Forth L OH in Mar; 350 Holm Sound Ork, 220 Ray: 
ness Sound Ork, 200+ Longman H and 1) 

Tankerness Ork in Apr. 80N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 8 Apr-9 May. Last 30 in Dunnet Bay Caith on 
May; 11 Ruddon’s Pt. F 23 May; 84 Musselburgh L 26 May; 3 singles Shet & Fair Is 1-3 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: | Ganavan Arg 21 Jul. First OHeb 5 Sep; Fife 13 Sep; Caith 16 Sep; Shet 30 Sep; Loth, Aj 
Ayr & Fair Is 2-11 Oct. 179 Sound of Harris OH in Oct; 260 Evie Ork, 230 Beauly/Inverness, 149 S.Y{ 
Sound, 100 Thurso Bay Caith in Nov; 1,433 Scapa Flow Ork, 50 Thurso Bay in Dec. 
Inland: 1 Hirsel L. B 2 Jan-24 Apr; 20 L.of Spiggie Shet 4 May; pr L.Dubh H 20 May. 
1 N.Craig Res. Ayr 25 Oct; 1 L.of Kinnordy A&D 28 Oct-11 Nov then Lintrathen L. A&D to 17 Nov; 1 Lj 
Strathbeg NE in Nov-Dec; | Duddingston L. L 6-15 Nov; 1 L.Ken D&G 6-18 Nov; 2 Woodend L. Clyde 
Nov; 1 Bogton L. Ayr 22 Nov-1999; 1 Kilconquhar L. F 24-30 Nov; 1 Bishop L. Clyde 7 Dec; 1 Gadlo 


Clyde 6 Dec; | Little Denny Res. Forth 14 Dec. | 
| 


Se S|) Sr ose 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra Winter/spring: see table. 223 Sound E ; 


Taransay OH in Jan; 250 Kinnaber A&D\ 
Naia/Culbin 713-754 Feb; 1,200 Heston Is. D&G & 50 Turnbei’ 
Burghead Bay 417 160 : Pt. Ayr in Apr. 
Burghead-Lossie 526 82 = Breeding: Caith br3 L.Beg; High poor yr 
Spey BayM&N 395 : with 11prs Forsinard with 2br7, noted 4 oth 
poe ee sites, one with 15 birds, pr L.Garten in A‘ 
N.Forth F 141 Bite 
S. For L 156 P&K 2prs +2mm at 2 sites; Arg 6prs+1f s) 
L.Indaal, Islay 47 Islay, pr at mid-Argyll site & br2 at N.Arg} 
site; D&G pr ‘prospecting’ Rough Is. 


| Area Jan Feb Mar 


| 
iv 
f 
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Summer/autumn: 220 Lunan Bay A&D, 200 Don-Balmedie shore NE & 42 Dunnet Bay Caith in May; 
4 280 Eden Est. F in Jun; 450 Bacary Heughs D&G, 320 St.Andrews Bay F & 68 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Jul; 
+ 1,500 Don-Balmedie, 380 Burghead Bay M&N, 330 Eden Est. in Aug; 1,450 Heston Is, 500 Sands of Forvie NE 
§& &400 St.Andrews Bay in Sep. - 
Autumn/Winter: 129N St.Abbs B 3 Nov with 27S there 6 Nov; 127W Kinghorn F & 15S Barns Ness L 15 Nov. 
i) 225 Luce Bay D&G & 132 L.Ryan D&G in Nov; 220 Sound of Taransay & 29 Dipple shore Ayr in Dec. 


y¢ Numbers generally down on North Sea coasts from NE to F-of Fort, especially in summer months. 


| Black Scoter M.n.americana 
_ [1992] 1m Findhorn Bay M&N 29-31 Oct, then Burghead Bay M&N to 8 Dec (extends dates). 


my *Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 
(a 2m St.Andrews Bay F 1-8 Jan with 1m to 1 Mar; Im Burghead Bay M&N 2 Jan-25 Apr; 3 Ruddon’s Pt. F 
lg 11-18 Jan & 22-28 Mar with 4 there 29 Mar-10 Apr, dropping to 2 by 18 Apr; 1m Nairn Bar M&N 18 Jan; 1m 
L| Musselburgh L 20-25 Jan; 1m Kinnaber A&D 4-8 Mar; 1m & Ist-s m Ruddon’s Pt. 28 Apr-3 May. 
jg 1imm m Murcar NE 4 Jul; 1m Sound of Taransay OH 20 Aug-11 Nov; 4 off Castlehill Pt. D&G 14 Sep; 1m 
y,. _Inganess Bay Ork 8 Oct; 1 Ruddon’s Pt. 18 Oct & 23 Oct-6 Nov; 1f Pegal Bay, Hoy Ork 19-20 Oct; 1f/1st-w 
» Monach Is. OH 19 Oct, possibly the same as Ist-w St.Kilda OH 22 Oct; 1 Lunan Bay A&D 21 Oct-1 Dec; 
1 St.Andrews Bay 6 Nov; juv Leven Beach F 15-30 Nov; 2 Ruddon’s Pt. 17 Nov with 3 there 29 Nov; 2m Nairn 
' Bar 18 Nov & 6 Dec;1 St-.Andrews Bay 6 Dec when 2m Ruddon’s Pt.; Ist-w (prob f) Balphetrish Bay, Tiree Arg 
il Dec. 
Min. 6 on Fife coast through year included 4 ad m, 1 immm & I juy, with likely visit to the coast of Lothian 
_ & possibly Angus. 2 in Moray Firth and 1 off NE (possibly same as Fife imm). 
| The Fife juv, the f on the Outer Hebrides ( possibly same as Arg bird ?) and 4 in Solway Firth were new. 
Shel 
ive Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 
iH Winter/spring: 40 Lunan Bay A&D, 22 Sinclair’s Bay Caith, 13 Lossiemouth M&N in Jan; 22 Delnies M&N 
jy) MM Apr; 172 Musselburgh L & 20 Donmouth NE in May; max elsewhere: Shet 3, OHeb 7, Clyde Is 2, Ayr 3. 
jj), Summer/winter: 116 off Musselburgh in Jun; 
; 4/200 Murcar NE in Jul; 238 Lunan Bay A&D, | Area 
ich 160 Murcar in Aug; 300 Kinnaber A&D, 20 
Nt -Donmouth & 12 Peterhead NE in Sep; 
ip Movements: 21 past Fife Ness F 1-20 Sep; 6N 
nt Torness L 28 Sep; 1ON Eyemouth B 28 Sep; 4N 
vant (L Lomond Clyde 6 Dec. 
Max elsewhere: Ork 10, Caith 2, High 19, Arg 4 & Clyde 4 with singles Shet & Fair Is. 
4,4 Inland: 1 Vane Farm P&K 10-11 Dec. 
1 
Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
| \Winter/spring: See table for main resorts. 1,220 Levenmouth F, 362 Arg coast census in Jan; 1,209 in Clyde 
|) | WeBS, 300 Kirkcaldy F, 114 Montrose Basin A&D, 104 Stannergate A&D in Feb; 454 in Forth WeBS in Mar; 
wy | 340 Kilconquhar L F in Apr. 
4, Max elsewhere: Shet 36, Fair Is 4, OHeb 49, Caith 60, M&N 79, Bord 66, Clyde Is 67 & D&G 69. 
a reeding: High record 52 attempts Insh 


Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Nairn/Culbin M&N 24 - 2 
Burghead Bay M&N 703 - - 400 250 


Eden Est. F 2 - 596 220 
N.Forth F 178 g 310 29 90 
S.Forth L 464 135 10, 222 


Marshes laid 515 eggs with MCS 10.4, 240 
(latches, 30 hatched successfully with MBS 8.9; 
yg [2prs Abernethy (23) with 39 young; f with 
vik young also seen L.Pityoulish; M&N br2 at 
‘sual site, pr another site; P&K pr at | site not 
.» | een later; Forth pr summered; Clyde pr dis- 
_. played L.Lomond in late May. 
Jummering birds: Shet 7, Caith 1-2, A&D 1, 
a ae c.20, Loth 2, Arg 1, Clyde c.25 & Ayr 1. 


“T | 


Area Jan Feb Mar 


Harray Ork 222 
Moray F.WeBS 1150 
L.of Skene NE 238 
Strathbeg NE a] 


N.Forth F 
S.Forth L 
Clyde Est. 
Dipple Ayr 
Doonfoot Ayr 


ye to 61 L.of Strathbeg, 24 L.of Tankerness Ork & 14 L.Lomond in Jul. 
i 


135 
1064 
356 
118 
747 
115 
482 
319 


Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Scottish Bird Report 199 


Autumn/winter: 2,000 Levenmouth and 100 L.Watten Caith in Nov; 1,500 Leven F, 168 Kilconquhar } 
90 L.Ryan D&G & 82 upper L.Etive Arg in Dec. ' 
Max elsewhere: Shet 27, Fair Is 3, OHeb 25, M&N 74, Forth 37 & Bord 53. 


Smew Mergellus albellus 


Mar Apr/May Oct Nov | 
Best counts: 4 Hogganfield L. Clyde Jan-Me 
10 L.of Strathbeg NE in Feb. | 
Last 1 Hogganfield L. 10 Apr; 1 Longside ) 
& Strathbeg in “mid-May”. 

8 L.of Strathbeg & 3 Castle L. D&G in Ded 
Unusually 1 on sea off Leven F 2-3 Nov. t 
1 L.Gilp Arg was only the second record fi 


1997 Argyll. | 
1996 35 | 
monthly max, duplication between sites & months implicit. 


Area Winter/spring: 
nee ae og See table for main resorts. 
ater nd.Ur' ; i 
Moray WeBS 282 : 470 during Argyll NEWS, 130 Su 
Findhorn Bay 28 lom Voe Shet , 237 Cromarty FE. | 
Ythan Est. NE 21 128 Plockton NEWS H & 58 Buy 
Eden Est. F 38 coast Clyde Is in Jan; 54 Forth EB” 
voy at Forth in Feb; 48 L.Mhic Phail, N.U) 
SSL a6 orth in Feb; .Mhic Phail, N.Uj 
LIndaal Arg 31 OH & 39 Ayr Bay Ayr in Mar; 2// 
Clyde Est 164 L.of Tankerness Ork in Apr. 
NSolwayD&G 45 20N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH of 
reeves 2 ee 2 dates 6-25 May. 143 S.L.Lomo} 


Clyde, 75 Jemimaville H, 65 Montrose A&D, 54 North Bay, Barra OH & 50 Machrie, Arran Clyde Is in Mz 
32 Rossinish, Benbecula OH in Jun. 

Breeding: Shet successful breeding noted at 8 sites; Ork 6prs The Loons, noted 2 other sites; OHeb c.11br 
noted, MBS 5.73; High 7prs Insh Marshes, 4ff with 22juvs Kishorn; M&N seen min 10 sites with 7br39 note 
MBS 5.57; P&K br6 L.Faskally; Arg broods noted 6 sites, included br18 at Dunstaffnage of which 12 certair 
fledged; Clyde 3br8 noted L.Lomond & Endrick Mouth; Ayr 3prs at 2 sites; D&G br8 Glencaple. 

Moult flocks: 180 Goosepools F, 124 Balintruid H, 77 Ardmore Pt. Clyde & 42 Nairn Bar M&N in Jul; 3 
Kinnaber A&D, 166 Balkenna Ayr, 150 St.Cyrus NE, 89 Whitefarland, Arran Clyde Is, 68 Hornish Strar 
N.Uist OH, 66 Skipness Arg, 60 Machriewaterfoot, Arran Clyde Is, 35 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg & 27 Is of M 
in Aug; also’hundreds’ on Tay Est. A&D but no counts. 
Autumn/winter: 66 Barassie Ayr & 55 S.Yell Sound Shet in Oct; 628 Scapa Flow Ork, 90 Sullom Voe & | 
Whiteness Voe Shet in Nov; 65 Stornoway, Lewis OH in Dec. 


Goosander Mergus merganser 

Virtually none recorded Moray Firth WeBS counts, a great contrast with the hundreds in the 1980s. | 
ae we Feb Mar er Oct Nov Winter/spring: See table for main resorts. | 
ea a | 99 Inverness/Beauly Firths H, 92 Castle | 
Bemersyde B : D&G, 48 R.Forth at Doune Forth, 20 Mull A 
Strathclyde L. : & 20 Craigluscar F in Jan; 42 R.Nith at N 
Lochwinnoch holm D&G in Feb; 17 R.Dee at Aberdeen 
Panneton Clyde & 14 Balgray Res. Clyde in Mar. 

570 during Tweed census B 18 Jan was a slight improvement on ‘97. 

Breeding: High pr Insh Marshes, b8 L.Ruthven & br8 Abernethy; NE 1 nest & br5 noted: P&K 2 broo 

Dunkeld; Forth noted 5 sites; Loth br3 at West Lothian site was third confirmed record for Lothians; Bo! 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 
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| 9br73 noted, MBS 8.1; Arg 9ff in boxes hatched 53 young, MBS 5.89; Clyde 37ff with 223 young, MBS 6.03 
-L.Lomond survey in Jun-Jul found 60adff, 203 young but no mm; Ayr noted 11 sites, br7 & creche of 16 seen; 


+ D&G 6br49 noted L.Ken & br14 Water of Trool, MBS 9.0. 
~ Moult movements: - 110 Beauly Firth H, 105 Endrick Mouth Clyde, 40 Sprouston Ferry B & 25 Birgham B in 


) May. 30E Seafield D&G in 21 Apr & 5 May. 


- Summer moults flocks: 
an see table for probable moulting females. Also 56 
Longman H & 35 Sheil Saltings H in Jul; 12 Port 
\p Seton L & 10 Elie Ness F in Aug. 
- Autumn/winter: 37 Alemoor Res. B in Aug; 170 


May Jun 
40 538 
51 0 


Moult flocks Apr 
Speymouth M&N 3 
Inchgarth NE 37 
Dee-Aberdeen 

Tay Est. F 

Eden Est. F 
Tyninghame L 


Jul 


Aug Sep Oct 


S.L.Lomond 112 


«, L.Garten H,37 Tweedbank Band 25 Mertoun B 
in Sep; 70 R.Almond P&K, 51 Vane Farm P&K, 

‘oe 45 Hogganfield L., 30 Drumkinnon Bay Clyde, 24 Cramond shore L & 20 Hogganfield L. Clyde in Oct; 2 0 
Gaddon L. Fin Nov; 118 Castle.L, 57 R.Nith, 41 L.Long Clyde, 29 R.Forth Forth, 28 Yetholm L. B, 25 Barr 
L. Clyde & 14 L.Spynie M&N in Dec. 


=Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
Jan birds: 2 P&K, 3 Fife, 2 Bord, 37 Clyde & singles Loth, Ayr & D&G. Max 38 Hogganfield L. Clyde on 8 Jan 
‘with most moving on during late Jan freeze, only 11 there 29 Jan. Otherwise 3 Kilconquhar L. F 4 Jan & 2 Hule 
‘Moss B 10-24 Jan. 1 L.of Tankerness Ork 5 Feb. Arrivals in Feb & early Mar with 18 L.Gelly F 16 Feb. 
§) No great increase until early/mid-Apr when 24 Kilconquhar L., 18 Folly L. B, 10 Hule Moss & 9 Garnqueen L. 
py Clyde 4-13 Apr; 13 Frankfield L. Clyde & 8 Hirsel B 24-27 Apr; 12 Bemersyde B, 9 Stormont L. P&K & 
3:9 L.of Kinnordy A&D 12-18 May. 
, Overshooting migrants: pr L.of Strathbeg NE 26 Apr; 3prs L.of Spiggie Shet 29 Apr; 1m Lake of Menteith 
i; Forth 30 Apr; pr+3f L.of Wester Caith 11 May; pr+1f L.Sandary, N.Uist OH 17 May. Max 3 L.of Strathbeg in 


- May with 2m into Jun. 
‘Breeding: Fife good success Kilconquhar L. & first 
A oreeding Gillingshill Res.; Loth first confirmed breed- 
my pag at Tailend Moss and possibly Linlithgow L.; Bord 
zood numbers present but many failures, presumably 
slue to wet weather in Jun; Clyde increase continues 
ig Dut breeding numbers and productivity have levelled 
oi iff recently. 
4: ‘irst young noted: Clyde 8 Jun & Bord 28 Jul. 
\ 


a brood at Kilconquhar L. was attached to a female 
(ra | “ufted Duck and was considered to be a possible case 
lh p {brood parasitism. 
ost-breeding dispersal & assemblies. Max: 91 For- 
i aL. A&D 1 Aug; 73 Hule Moss 22 Sep; 58 Kilcon- 
/uhar L. 4 Oct; 37 Hogganfield L. & 21 L.Gelly F 3 
121 Dec. The numbers at these assemblies suggests 
| int at some westwards movement from autumn into 
“inter . 


Breeding sites 
Orkney 4 
North-east i 
Angus 4 
P&K 6 
Fife 5 
Lothian 3 
Borders 10 


max* prs broods 
“i - 


Yor9 
br3 
11br45 
2br? 
3br12 
Total 44 227 


>88 >36br123 


*Maximum counts probably have much duplication as 
birds (especially males) seem to be very mobile in spring. 


Nov 
12 


Max counts Dec 
Kilconquhar L. F 
Linlithgow L. L 
Hule Moss B 
L.Gelly F 


Hogganfield L. Clyde 


Aug 
52 


Sep Oct 
51 


| ewer wandering birds after breeding than usual with | Loth in Aug; 5 D&G in Sep; & singles Ork, NE, Loth 
| -D&G in Nov. Dec records only from Fife (25), Clyde (37) & D&G (1). 


| Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 


E 21 June; 1 Fair Is 22 June. 


‘ring: 1 L.Garten H 22 May; 1 Boat of Garten H & 1 Carrbridge H 25 May; | L.Achilty H 12 Jun; 1 inland 


/gtumn: singles Kessock H 19 Jul; Old Aberdeen NE 30 Aug; Clynelish H 5 Sep; 1 Meikle Ross D&G 23 Sep. 


tl 
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Red Kite Milvus milvus | 
32 territories were found in the Highland core area. Eggs were laid by 23 pairs of which 20 fledged 44 young (39 fh 1 
19 in 1997). There was no increase in the numbers of pairs laying, perhaps due to the poor spring weather and pip 
recruitment of breeding pairs. 
10 of the 18 birds released in 1997 in Central Scotland attended a communal winter roost, four birds were found i in| 
en route) to wintering grounds in Gloucestershire, Co. Di 
Red Kite breeding egal, Co. Cork & the Mull of Galloway. 3 pairs attemp 
to breed in Central Scotland, rearing 5 young at two sn 
the male from the third site was poisoned. 

20 birds were released in Central Scotland, 15 attend 
Nests with broods a winter roost (which also held 2 released birds from ‘ 
Young fledged & from ‘97, 2 from N. Scotland and four of the wild b 
Mean brood size 23 : : : : . young) The other five released birds were not locatea 
their wintering grounds. L. O’Toole: Red Kite Newslett) 


Away from the release sites birds were reported from M&N, NE (2), A&D (2), P&K (2), Bord (2), Arg \) 
Clyde (4) & D&G (5). One of the Arg birds had a Highland wing tag, whilst one of the Clyde birds had a Cen i 
Scotland wing tag. 14 Dingwall Business Park H 24 Dec. 

l 


White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla | 
1998 was the most successful year since the introduction started with 18 pairs or trios held territory in 1998 laying6 
clutches. 3prs failed during the egg stage, and a further two were lost to the illegal actions of egg collectors. 9 clutcs 
hatched and all 9 prs fledged 13 young including 3 young from two pairs derived from the second phase release. 2 nis 
however were robbed. 1998 Sea Eagle Project Newsletter: RSPB, JNCC & SNH } 
Wandering birds noted: Shet imm from 1997 to ME 


Sy aS 


Territories 


Nests with eggs 


Re ag 


Breeding Success 93 possibly again in May, another? early May; Fairs 
Sites occupied | imm early May presumed same as Shet bird; OFb | 
No. pairs/trios : S.Uist resident ad , N.Uist 2nd-w in Apr, ad in My, 
No. of clutches : ad & juv in Oct, Harris ad in Sep; P&K | Calvine® | 
Clutches hatched Apr; High birds noted Findhorn Valley, Kinkell, K> 
Broods fledged fin, Recharn, Ardgay & Drumbeg; Arg Islay, imal 
Young fledged | Sep; Mull ad in Apr; and on mainland an imm AF 
maddy in Feb & Appin in May, imm Oban & Mind 
Pt. in Aug. 


Marsh Harrier 
Angus Hogg 
Ayrshire Bird Report 
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

First singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Apr; Belhaven Bay L & Fair Is 6 Apr; L.of Strathbeg NE 19 Apr; Baltasound 
Shet 20-27 Apr, N.Ronaldsay 20 Apr; Rathen NE 22 Apr & L.of Banks Ork 24 Apr. 


May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 
1-15 16-31 1-30 1-31 1-31 1-30 1-31 
- 7 I 


, Breeding: NE 2ff present late Apr until early 
Sep with ljuv recorded in Sep; P&K no data ‘ 
itd from Tay reedbeds. \ 
Last birds: 1 juv L.of Spiggie Shet 22 Oct & : 
] limm-m L. Gruinart, Islay Arg 27 Oct. 
[1990] Ayr pr bred Heart L., rearing a single 
chick despite late loss of the female. 
This represented, along with a success nest 
elsewhere, the first successful breeding in 
Scotland. 
' The male returned alone the following year. 
- See Hogg, R.H. (199) in Ayrshire Bird Report 1998: 5-10 for a full account of the record. 


_ [1997] 2prs at a site in Fife, lpr fledged 2 young. 


),,. Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

. Atroosts: Ork 3 main roosts with 3-4 L.of Banks in Feb, 12-15 Durkadale &and 3-4 Cottascarth in Mar: 
yj 12-14 Durkadale in Dec but just 1 L.of Banks in Nov-Dec; NE three roosts of 3 noted along with one winter 
fiir) TOost of 9 suggests that there may be many unlocated small roosts; Arg 20 at one roost in Jan, two other roosts 
Opa. held only 4 birds - well down on previous years; D&G one roost held 5 birds (5 years ago this roost regularly 
aM held 10-15 birds); 


‘ell Breeding: Territories Sites Sites Sites Young MBS 
.) Ork as usual females outnumbered males 39:21 on occupied laid hatched fledged 
imi W.Mainland, most failures occurring at the egg - a 4 : 
Al, Stage; High the poor weather resulted in poorer than . 14 
\i usual success with both MCS (4.8) & MBS (3.1) 8 
below average, 39% of smaple nests failed, mostly ! 12 


==} due to persecution, Sprs Forsinard; M&N 16prs of 
which 14 bred, 8 fledged 26 young, the 6 failed nests 
“were all at the egg or nestling stage, and on prime 
| grouse moor; NE 19 young fledged from 16 prs on 
‘Deeside & Strathdon, 10prs failed; despite a huge 
area of suitable breeding habitat, illegal persecu- 
tion ‘depresses the population, limiting both the breeding population and productivity; A&D both sites occupied 
by imm males, yet another sign of persecution; P&K bred at least 7 areas. 


port 


| 
*Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 

1997] 1 West Gerinish, S. Uist OH 12 Aug 

Second record for Outer Hebrides following on from one on S.Uist in 1996. 


»s0shawk Accipiter gentilis 
Shet 1m Fladdabister 2 Mar was only 9th Shetland record; High only | pr confirmed as nesting but casual 
-ecords from 13 other sites, including displaying birds, pairs & juveniles; M&N reported from 4 sites in sum- 
iner; NE 19 sites checked with 15 nests of which 12 were successful raising 29 chicks; A&D noted from at least 
\ Suitable areas; Fife reported from 4 sites; Forth | pr bred (no details), 2 other sightings; Bord 46 sites were 
-hecked, 42 were occupied and 38 prs bred, at least 23 nests were successfully with an MBS of 2.0; Clyde | pr 
,  |®ported displaying in Apr; Ayr no confirmed breeding although ljuv was seen in Aug; D&G 4prs confirmed 
‘with br3 noted) and increased sightings Borders Forest Park suggests population becoming established, also 
\een at a further 6 sites. 
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Goshawk 


Angus Hogg 
Ayrshire Bird Report 


Scottish Local Bird Report 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 

Breeding: Ork 4prs W.Mainland 3 bred but 2 failed, pr bred unsuccessfully Rousay; High probably bred Eig 
M&N breeding season records from 6 sites; NE noted at 25 localities, 3 confirmed breeding sites; P&K recor 
from 40 sites, with positive breeding at 5 sites; Fife breeding probable at 10 sites, confirmed at 7 sites with 3br1 
noted; Forth breeding confirmed at two sites; Loth recorded from 92 sites with breeding probable at 4 sites ar 


Winner of Best Artwork in a; 


LO Ae 


1br2 noted; Bord 89 casual records with breeding suspected at only 2 sites; Arg 10 of 12 sites were occupied | 
Cowal study site, successfully fledged 33 young, MBS 3.3, elsewhere Ipr fledged young; Clyde reported for; 
42 sites in breeding season with 6 sites confirmed; Ayr 46 sites checked but only 24 occupied & just 22 nes! 
built, an occupancy rate of 52% and only 48% with nests (80% & 72.5% in ‘97), productivity was however hig 
with 19 of 22 nests holding eggs (MCS 3.77), 14.5% of eggs failed to hatch & 3 nests deserted perhaps due to w 
& windy weather; 16 nests held broods but one failed after a storm; 63 young were ringed with MBS 3.9 
Production for all nests was 2.86. 44% of juvs were male, 56% female. 

For full account of Ayrshire data see Todd, I.(1999) Ayrshire Bird Report 1998: 10-11. 


Bird/days: Clyde (6 observers- total 220) Bord (mainly | observer + casuals - total 141) 
‘reat’ oy OR SMS AC RM Je i ALS O N D 
Bord Grrdls 8 16 8 4 4 4 13 9 8 7 
Clyde 20 21 20 14 8 Sel Sie 22 ee Slee 2 Oe Sree 


| 
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Bg SRN A OS | 
Buzzard Buteo buteo 
rk 3prs bred Hoy, 1 failed, others reared 2br2, pr also displayed W.Mainland; OHeb 32 of 40prs on Uists/ 
3enbecula fledged young; High good season with 96prs monitored by HRSG had 91 prs with eggs, proceeding 
-071prs with young & 75 broods of 155 young, MBP 1.7 (many failed early attempts must be missed however 
-yhich would lower success rates), the best success was amongst 58 nests in E.Ross (1.7) but 5 previously 
uccessful nests in Strathspey managing just 0.6 with persecution suspected as the main culprit due to increase 
ame management on the estates; M&N 300 sightings (435) through year; NE 90 records (130), but evidence 
uggests continued colonisation and expansion, 5 probable breeding sites; P&K further increase & spread noted; 
life at least 11 prs bred with 6br16 noted; Forth breeding - “widespread and increasing’ in Stirlingshire, ‘scarce’ 
1 Clackmannanshire, ‘no proof’ Falkirkshire; Loth recorded from around 150 sites; Bord further colonisation 
ivith 490 territories recorded (355) and a minimum of 406 breeding pairs (171), 33 breeding attempts managed 
'6br36; Arg 20prs bred from 48 territories checked of which 14prs laid eggs and 13prs fledged young, in Cowal 
tudy area 31 occupied territories were recorded, with 40 unchecked territories elsewhere, 16 occupied territories 
n Mull managed 16br25, elsewhere, 5 nests were located managing 3br5; Clyde Is. ‘several’ breeding records 
n Arran, 4 nests found on Bute, 2 failed at egg stage and 2br3 produced; Clyde 710 records inc. records from 
85 sites during the breeding season; Ayr 75prs recorded from 68 sites with 9br17 recorded; D&G ‘numerous’ 
‘ith no specific details. 
, est counts: 30 Terregles D&G in Mar; 24 Glenbuchat NE in Nov. 
MM |e 
” \ough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 
‘ingles Glendale, Skye H 12 Apr; L.Fleet H 19 Apr; N.Ronaldsay Ork 25- 30 Apr & 16-18 May. 
4 addition there were records in local bird reports from Shet ( Jan-Mar, May & Sep), Clyde (Feb-Mar), High 
Apr) & Ork (May) that had not been submitted to the SBRC. 


jolden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

sreeding: OHeb 18prs produced 7br9, one nest was robbed and two young were removed; High a typical year 
jith good success, 92 sites were checked and 43prs managed to fledge 55 young, with MBS 1.26 & MBP 0.60 
nean 0.50), also 2prs Eigg, with br2 at one sites, the other failing due to rabbit scarcity; M&N Ibr1 was only 
‘’mfirmed breeding record; NE 15 prs laid in 18 AOT’s of which 10prs hatched young with a minimum of 14 
‘:dglings; P&K 2 sites reared single young; Forth 6prs occupied 8 territories raising 4br4; Bord 2prs attempted 
‘breed but no further information; Arg 54 out of 61 territories were occupied. From these, 22 nests fledged 27 
yung; Clyde Is. 2prs fledged young; Clyde 3 sites were checked and all were occupied, but all unsuccessful; 
‘&G 2prs attempted to breed, one failed at the egg stage, the other reared a single youngster. 

L.Hope H 10 Jan & 5 Glen Brittle H 1 Apr 


prey Pandion haliaetus 
= ing: 1 Balnakeil H 13 & 15 Feb & 2 Mar suggests possibly wintering. First Dornoch Pt. H 16 Apr. Then 
; i& Fife 21-24 Mar; M&N, P&K, Clyde, D&G, Forth, Shet, Loth, Ork, OHeb & Bord 28 Mar-6 Apr. 
i | eeding: Caith pr seen displaying in May; High good year with good start & record number of successful pairs, 
fa! prs were found (59), 59 laid eggs (55), 53prs had young (54) of which 47 had 99 young (40/77 in ‘97), MBS 
i | 1 & MBP 1.55 (1.31), losses were to egg thieves (4-5), floods preventing feeding (3), 12 young were exported 
“| | the Rutland Water experiment; NE 14prs suspected to have bred, 12 of which built nests - at least 10 prs laid 
‘| gs which produced 7br13; Bord pr bred, raising 2 young; Arg 4prs bred reared 9 chicks; Clyde 2prs bred, 
” | shrearing a single chick; D&G two birds were seen at one location stick carrying, but no evidence of breeding. 
st breeding record for Borders and Scotland south of the Central Lowlands 
tumn: Last birds Fife, Caith, P&K, Fair Is., Is of May, Loth & M&N 1-20 Sep; Shet, High, Clyde, Bord, Ayr 
we | Arg 28 Sep-11 Oct with last birds Ork 13 Oct; OHeb 18 Oct & Forest of Birse NE 20 Oct. 


| istrel Falco tinnunculus 

et poor spring but excellent autumn migration noted; Fair Is good autumn passage; Ork 14prs W.Mainland 
h7prs has MBS 2.6, also br2 Westray pr bred Papa Westray, 2br5 Sanday, br2 Stronsay & pr E.Mainland; 
eb 1Sprs Uists & Benbecula with at least nine successful; Caith 5prs recorded; M&N noted at 17 sites; NE 
n 30 sites, with 4br20 noted on Deeside; Fife 12 sites with 10br26 noted; Forth 2 AOTs Devon WBS; Loth 
orded from 148 sites, 35 outwith breeding season; Bord poor breeding season with | 1prs noted at 8 localities; 
Aa gin Cowal 26 occupied territories produced 14br40, on Mull 10 occupied territories managed 5br18; Clyde 


s ance 
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Is 6prs noted on Arran, 2prs on Bute; Clyde 59prs reported with an MBS of 2.75 (n=8); Ayr 44 sites we 
checked & 33prs, 75%,were found in occupation (77%), 27prs known prs had MCS 5.1 (5.8) & MBS 4.1 (4) 
with 25% failure rate (15%) although brood survival was good at 86% (84%), the poorer numbers & success . 
associated with the poor weather & a decline in vole numbers; D&G Ipr raised 6 young. 
For full account of Ayrshire data see Riddle, G.(1999) Ayrshire Bird Report 1998: 11-12. | 
Bird/days: Clyde (6 observers- total 382) & Bord (mainly 1 observer + casuals - total 192) ) | 
Area... suFy aM Acre ME SEs Ji Aga Se. Oo Ns ED 
Bord\\ (53) (48 405,59 325. 24oc sili 1 Ou 250 29 USN 33108 23 | 
Clyde 84 68 131 70 85 80-163 127 109 109 89 77 | 
SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SNR SSS TESTES 
* Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus | 
[1997] female Balivanich, Benbecula OH 23 May i 


Merlin Falco columbarius i 


Success Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS Breeding: Ork MCS at 17 sites was 3.8, losis | 


S 
Shetland 9 12 36 3.0 included 1 at least to SE Owl, overall MP | 
Orkney 2 9 : 1.6; High success differed significantly betwia 
OHebrides : good in Strathspey but poor in Sutherland vib 
Highland 8 | . 
NE Scot 50% failure and low success for those tit 
A&D 9 fledged, overall success was close to area|- 
SE Scot erage however; NE further decline in numtjs ' 
Argyll with only a few prs around Braemar, desie 
ne : : much fieldwork, again low on Donside, ¢> 


Ayr 


D&G cess was very good in parts of Deeside; Ay 


D 
2 new sites located but some failures dude 
poor weather; P&K bred successfully at\Q — 
sites; Loth & Bord despite average occupation poor weather in spring drastically reduced success with recid 
66% nest failure rate. 


* Hobby Falco subbuteo 


12 in spring, 13 in autumn. 
is t A Spring: single birds flying soh 


Douglas Estate Clyde 10 May; Stir - 
say Ork & Fair Is 13 May; St. Als | 
B 30 May; Gunnawark Fair Is 41 
& 15 Jun; Holm Ork & Aberfey 
P&K 10 Jun; Skateraw L 17 Ji 
Crosshill Ayr 20 Jun; Kirkwall Ck - 
25 Jun; L.Garten H on 26 Jun. 
Autumn: further singles Deern 
Ork 18 Jul; Carrbridge H 1 Ai, « 
Anstruther F 9 Aug; Glengap Dis | 
mid-Aug; Papa Westray Ork 10A5 . 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 31 Aug; Fair Ign + 
, 5 Sep; Loch Ryan D&G on 15 S; 
\) SONS So Aberadrer H 17 Sep; Blackdog 8 — 
>) wae NS 20 Sep; juv Lerwick Shet on 28 Sy; | 
~ ses St. Margaret’s Marsh F 29 Sep-5 ((e 
Fife Ness F 2-4 Oct. | 


nD 


Hobby 
Darren Woodhead 
Lothian Bird Report | 
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LF Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus 
if 1 white-phase Harray Ork 8 Mar; Ist-w white-phase Balmartin & Huna, North Uist OH 12 Mar-16 Apr; 
i islandica-type Stronsay Ork 10 Nov. 

| Gyr or Gyr hybrid Syradale Ork 21 May (BBRC could not identify specifically). 

Photos: Hebrides bird - Birding World 11:173, Birding Scotland 1(3) cover & Outer Hebrides Bird Report 1998. 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus 


Breeding: High an average year despite the ee, Occupied Laid ee ee Young 
poor weather; NE some spread into new ar- oe : 6 
— aS, particularly near coast, however occupancy | OHebrides 
declines & productivity was extremely low at | Highland 

inland moor sites almost entirely attributable 
== {9 persecution, this part of the population is not 

self-sustaining; P&K noted 11 sites; Loth & 
Bord no summary available; Clyde Is a ‘few 
|\tpairs’ bred on Arran, 2prs attempted to breed 
ti} 0n Bute but both failed (one at the egg stage). 


avi ens 
se, 2 Many parts of the country the poor weather limited breeding success. Human interference was also noted at 


1, Several sites. 


mits 
a 


Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 
. Winter/spring: 1,500 Abernethy Forest H & 70 Faseney Water L in Jan; flock of 180 flushed by eagles Cuich H 
al in Feb; 100 Cringate Muir Forth in Mar 
, Breeding: Shet 2br10 noted; Ork noted as breeding 4 areas; OHeb min 14prs noted c.7 sites; Caith only one 
val Aesible breeding record; High 43mm+19ff in 1km* Abernethy Forest 24 Apr with 27mm, 18ff+22 juvs on 
10 Aug, MBS 2.0 (4.4) & MBP 1.2 (3.5), 8prs Corrimony; br2 Sgurr moors, Eigg, 10prs in 4 mile walk L.Spey; 
M&N only reported from one sight; NE good numbers being recorded, noted in 22% of BBS squares; Fife a 
survey of the Lomond Hills estimated 12 individuals per sq. km with 3prs noted in 0.5 sq. km in Purin Hills along 
~ with 1br9; Bord noted at two sites; Arg 5 calling males recorded on L. Gruinart, Islay; Clyde noted at 29 sites 
with 11br40 recorded; Ayr reports suggested that high numbers in the early part of the year were not sustained 
»w nto the breeding season due to very wet weather. 
§¢ /Autumn/winter: 1,500 Abernethy Forest & 103 Pimain H in Nov; c.120 Glen Muick NE & 60 Glen Quaich 
) P&K in Dec. 
hth fe 
yet Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus 
|), |Minter/spring: 100 in 4 flocks Coire Ardair, Creag Meagaidh H & 17 Glenshee NE in Jan 
ili Breeding: High proved 12 sites with 13br82 (MBS 6.3), also seen 36 other sites in breeding season; M&N 
: . ‘uspected at 3 sites with 1br8 noted NE breeding proved at three sites; P&K noted 7 hills; Forth 1 pr recorded; 
Det i; ‘lyde Two territorial prs noted at one site with 5 young present. 
alk \utumn/winter: 23 Carn Sgulain H in Jul; 42 Coire Ardair in Sep; 15+ Glen Strathfarrar H & 12 Glen Quoich 
ehh ‘Tin Oct; 28 Carn Mairg P&K in Nov; 30 Lochnagar NE in Dec 


rk ll 


Fal lack Grouse Tetrao tetrix Area sites males females _ total 
nl ) lonitoring at Abernethy High a decline to 158mm-+1 8ff Highland 60 48 
sy! May (190+12), the reason behind this is perhaps linked M&N 4 
| 4)» poor weather in May rather than predation, broods NE * 
sites were up with 13ff & MBS 1.0 (17ff & 0.7in‘97), | fore : 

So 67mm Creag Meagaidh, 18mm Corrimony with Borders 34 

8MBS. P&K 345 were recorded compared to 362 in | Argyll 

!97, perhaps indicating a ‘bottoming out’ of the de- Clyde Is 


‘inethere; Bord 1f+br5 reported. i ue 
urgest leks reported: 12mm+11ffin NE, 13mm at two hee 
es in Bord & 12mm at one site Clyde. 


-mm+5ff in Abernethy Feb drive (26+4 in ‘97) with 59mm in Oct.25 Glen Quaich P&K in Oct. 


| 
i 


_ | 
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Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus 
Breeding: High max 40mm+21ff at 7 leks Abernethy Forest where the good numbers of males has been mai, 
tained but females have declined, breeding season a disaster as no young were seen due to yet another cold & wh 
June & Jul,, a winter drive at Abernethy found 55 birds, 30mm+25ff (56), also noted 12 other sites; M&N val 
poor season due to wet weather, only three birds seen at a traditional lek, with droppings found at anoth} 


1 
f 
locality; NE autumn census in Glen Tanar recorded 38 birds (49 in 1997) and 26 birds were recorded at 4 otk? 
Hy 
; 


sites (including one in Lumsden gardens which attacked several people!); P&K noted just 3 sites, including a lo} ~ 


female at Faskally standing next to a Forest Park cutout wooden Capercaillie!; Forth 5 birds recorded 4 sit — 


Arg 3 males at a regular lek all appeared to be Caper x Black Grouse hybrids, females seen at another 3 sit; 
Clyde L.Lomond census in Mar recorded 44 birds (24mm, 20ff), 8 birds were reported from a further 5 site 


SS SS SCS SS SS SS SSS SSS : 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
(Includes Chukar and Red-legged x Chukar hybrids) 


High noted 14 sites, releases continue with 25 Kilmuir in Jan & 100+ Whiteness Head 15 Nov; M&N sportiz 


Li 

2 
releases increased number of sightings; one small population in Buckie area survives from previous releases wil 
breeding confirmed; NE recorded from nine localities with 9 (inc 3prs) at one site; P&K noted 14 sites; F2 
noted 12 sites, breeding confirmed, max 20 seen; Loth noted 10 sites; Bord noted 7 sites; Arg only one reco; 
Clyde Is noted 7 sites; Clyde noted 3 sites; Ayr 2 sites; D&G 7 sites, with a maximum of 11 Gennoch Moor ai 
breeding proved. There were no reports of Chukar type birds or hybrids. 
It seems likely that in many areas the continued presence of this species is a result of introductions self susie 
ing populations are few and far between. In many areas the population are noted as declining. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 


Poor weather in the breeding season was thought to have adversely affected this species with fewer bez ~ 


recorded. 


Caith noted 4 sites; High 13 records, max 10 N.Kessock in Jan; M&N 11 coveys, max 18 Roseisle in Nov; lv © 
38 records from 30 sites, max 24 Newburgh in Jan; A&D 12 reports with 34 Windyhills in Jan; Fife u 1 
Ae |, 


recorded with 10 on Eden (15), only 4 broods were seen, max 27 Leuchars in Nov; Forth 2prs Devon WBS; L 


7prs Aberlady (11), max 30 Newhailes in Oct; Bord noted 15 sites, just 1 proved with br12; Arg releases Isl. = 
max 31 L.Gruinart in Nov; Clyde 21prs reported from 18 sites, max 12 W.Walkinshaw in Nov; Ayr 243 © 


reported from 18 sites, max 13 Monktonhill. 


e 
ia 


May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Total Quail Coturnix coturnix 
1] A below average year after a good year in 1997. | 


Birds present each month and total noted. 
First single Skinflats Forth 30 Apr. 

Breeding: Family party 4 Aug at Pitkerrie H & | 
with br3 seen Fearn H 3 Sep. 
Best counts: 5 calling Aberlady L 4 Jun. 
Autumn: | dead Girdleness NE 7 Aug. Singles noi! 
Noss Shet 14 Aug; Nigg Bay NE 3 Sep, Sumbut! 


Hotel, Shet 14 Sep with last Girdleness NE 1 Oct! 
SPE a Sa LP Fi RNAI ARENA Son ait 
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 


9. 
2 
7 
4 
2 
8 
3 
1 
36 
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Ork 6prs N.Ronaldsay10+prs Durkadale, 2prs Sleet Moss, 2 broods seen; High several broods Eigg; Ie i 


hundreds reported from releases; Forth 10prs/km? Doune (13); Loth 24prs Aberlady (31); Arg 16 calling mis 
on Colonsay (17) and 20 on Islay. 


een ora 8 SSN aA LS PUI RU SU OS ISIN 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 


Winter-spring: c.75 reported from 38 sites across country, with 8 Kilconquhar Fife 18 Jan & 9 Knockshinndi iy 


Ayr 15 Feb. | 
Breeding: Ork 4 calling Mill Dam Shapinsay, 2-3 Egilsay, 1-2 N.Ronaldsay, 1 Westray & 4 on Mainland; O D 
only one breeding record; Caith birds present at three sites in late May/early June although only heard singinjt 


| 


; 
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SS OE aT PT PN NS TE eS Ce Rn ee TR 
» one site; High 16prs with Insh Marshes monitoring plot; M&N 12-13 pairs bred at two sites; NE 13 pairs 
iy probably bred at 7 sites; P&K first breeding Vane Farm, probably bred Powgavie; Fife probably bred at 3 sites; 
We Loth 4prs reported from 3 sites; Bord probably bred at 4 sites; Arg 11 pairs noted from 4 sites; Clyde 28 prs/ 
ij territories reported from 15 sites, max S5prs Lochwinnoch, 4br5 seen; Ayr 8-9 calling birds at 4 sites; D&G 
iy ¢.5 prs probably present at 3 sites 
ily Light passage was noted from Sep through to Dec. 
‘og Autumn-winter: c.100 reported from c.50 sites. Max 6 Baron’s Haugh Clyde in Sep, 6 Dopwalton L. D&G in 
ij’ Nov & 7 Kilconquhar Fife & 6 Kenmure, L. Ken D&G in Dec. 
Ie) 8 
iti * Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
Spring: | calling Kincraig H 17 May & Ancum L., N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 May. 
., Breeding: OHeb I N.Uist & 1 Benbecula in May; High 3 calling Insh Marshes irregularly during the breeding 
season, suggesting they had attracted mates. 
Autumn: 1 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 13 July, another Abbot’s Inch Clyde 21 Sep-3 Oct. Later singles noted Fair Is 
or} 3-5 Oct; St. Kilda OH 13 Oct; N.Ronaldsay 18 Oct; Fetlar Shet 20-26 Oct.. 
Wi fe 
«fi) Corncrake Crex crex 
«a, First Cornaigbeg, Tiree Arg 23 Apr, Benbecula OH 26 Apr. First Fair Is, Caith, Ayr and D&G 15-20 May. 


| Singing males__1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Singing males 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 


: Shetland 3 - - - - 4 Tiree Arg 111 126 140 117 136 136 
us if Orkney 6 20 39—ts«é«sABS 21 14. Mull Arg 1 1 0 0 0 2 
| Lewis OH 106 89 96 104 114 77 JonaArg 4 3 4 5 8 12 
| Harris OH 4 7 8 5 5 3 TreshnishIslesArg 2 - - - - 3 
“thi _ Bernerey OH 2 0 0 i 4 2 Colonsay Arg 10 4 9 5 6 9 
’N. Uist OH 66 51 53 66 78 73 Oronsay Arg 0 2 0 3) 2 5 
' | Benbecula OH 17 19 23 27 45 41 Islay Arg 9 13 14 7 17 4 
. §. Uist OH 50 49 58 81 62 65 other High 6 - - - - 2 
iar ) Barra OH 23 36 42 48 ay 35 Central 2 - - - ~ 0 
el » Vatersay OH 3 4 2 10 17 12 Grampian 3 - - - 1 
| § Skye H 8 9 9 21 23 12 Tayside 1 - - - - 0 
Sl) Canna H Ss ft 6S Borders 3 : : : 6 
al» Rum H 1 0 0 0 0 0 Strathclyde 2 - - - - 1 
oi) Bigg H 1 2 0 0 0 0 D&G 1 . : : : 0 
Muck H 1 1 @ 0 6 6 2 UULULULULULULULULULULULULhULULULULULULULULULULULULLULULUL 
- Coll Arg 20 25 Si) 40 42 40 Total 4609 463 534 583 £637 #574 
i | 
'1998 was a full census year, the first since 1993. The increase in birds over this period from 469 to 574 calling males 
_+23%) is welcome given the well-documented decline during the 20th century. The increase coincides with intensive 
vonservation action and is almost certainly the reason the upturn in fortunes over the intervening periodsince 1993. 
Towever, little is known about the effect of climate change in the winter home on this species. Monitoring needs to be 
4) vontinued to establish the true trend of the Corncrake in Scotland. _R.E. Green & D.W. Gibbons in press 
f ‘Autumn: Shet (5), Fair Is. (3), NE (1), Clyde (1). The latest date was from New Cumnock Ayr which was 
“ound injured on 2 Oct, taken into care and released at Lochwinnoch Clyde 6 Oct. 
| 
am | Breeding sites _ pairs broods 
‘Mloorhen Gallinula chloropus Shetland 3 
Z “Minter-spring: 28 Kilmardinny L Clyde, 25 Birnie Orkney . i. 
.. Fife & 21 Airthrey Forth in Jan; 47 Cally Lake, ae : : 
lt Jatehouse D&G & 22 Lochend L. Loth in Feb. High 
M&N 
| Fife 
\utumn- winter: 27 Bemersyde B & 25 Carlingwark porul 
“ 2 | Loth 


i. D&G in Sep; 22 Kilmardinny L. Clyde in Nov; Bord 
|2 Birnie L. Fife in Dec. Arg 

Clyde 
“it | Ayr 
a gS 


\ 


\| 
Hi 
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Rrccdin: : = Coot Fulica atra 

reeding: pairs broods : : 

Orkney 70 : : : Winter-spring: 1,364 Clyde WeBS, 890 L. Gelly Fif 
OHeb | 
Caith 
M&N 
Fife 
Forth 
Loth 
Bord 
Arg 
Clyde Is 
Clyde 
Ayr 


Jan; 750 L.of Harray Ork in Feb. 
Breeding: Ork first breeding Stronsay for 10 year 


oA) 


first confirmed breeding since 1994. | 
Autumn-winter: 1,450 L. Gelly Fife in Aug is a Fi .- 


oS 
QINr Oh Owe re 


WeBS (inc. 220 Gartloch Pool), 366 L.of Bosquoy On: 
& 302 Kilconquhar Fife in Oct; 594 L.of Harray 1 
Dec. 


Vv 
ox 


* Crane Grus grus 
13 in spring; none in autumn. 
Singles L.Achnamoine H 5-7 Apr; Killimster Caith 7 Apr was joined by a second bird, one of which was kille 


by a power line 14 Apr; Ist-s Waterlands/Law Hospital Clyde 13-23 Apr; 1 Reiss Caith on 18 Apr; 2 Assej, 
Caith 22 Apr; 1 Scalloway Shet 30 Apr. 1 R. Nith, Glencaple D&G 2 May lingered for about a month; lad} ° 
limm Kiplaw NE 3-6 May then moved to L. Strathbeg NE 9-10 May; I N. Ronaldsay Ork 10 May; ad Exnab¢_ 


Shet 26 May moved to Hillwell Shet 27 May, presumed same bird Fair Is 29 May-12 June and same Quendaj 
Shet 13 June. This bird remained on Shetland until seen at Bixter Shet 5 July. 1st-s Busta Shet 1st Jun moved | 


Gluss Shet 2 Jun. 
Photo of the June bird in Shetland - Birding World 11:205 & Birding Scotland 1: 141. 


ee ee eee 


* Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 
1 ad f Ringasta, Quendale Shet 4-6 Oct. It flew into power lines on 6 Oct, broke a wing and died in care on 8 O¢ 
The skin was sent to the NMS, Edinburgh. First record for Shetland and first Scottish bird since 1989. 

See Osborn, K. (1999) Shetland Bird Report 1998: 90-91 for an account & photo of record. Photo in Birding World 11: 369. 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 


Area Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 1,657 Bute Clyde Is & 1,095 in Loth-Bord. 
Te ee ae : ee : oe 2,852 Whiteness Head H, 1,906 Tay Est. A&D, 1, ‘ 
alr uldIn = = = a 

Findhom Bay 41 7 67560 2 1195 | Munlochy Bay M, 1,099 Nige Bay M, 58) Tums 
TayEst F378 «117-223 1234 1118 450 | Pt. Ayr & 437 Ythan Est. NE in Feb; 1,0§ 
Eden Est. F 1268 1397 807 2060 1295 2462 | L.Indaal&Gruinart, Islay Arg in Mar. | 
N.ForthF = 2268-1369 1044 1448 1315 1313] Inland: first back Bord 18 Jan; Strathspey H & P& 
ee s727 160 > | 20 Jan, M&N 24 Jan, Forth 2 Feb; Clyde 8 Feb; Dg 
Clyde Est. 4444 3559 2628 4559 3742 of 
Wigtown Bay 2234 2012 1717. 1410 10 Feb; Ayr & Fife 12 Feb. Best flocks: 150 Craig ol 
Caerlaverock 3000 : . - 4100 10000 Forth 8 Feb; 450 Monikie A&D 15 Feb: 563 Strath 


lan P&K 7 Mar; 150 Broomhill H 8 Mar; 212 Tevj 
Haughs B 12 Mar; 188 Duneatonfoot Clyde 15 Mar; 621 L.of Stenness Ork 16 Mar. 


Breeding: Shet 7prs Noss; Fair Is 33prs but predation high, 28 fledged from c.100 eggs; Ork 84prs Pa 
Westray, 42prs The Loons, 30prs L.Harray, 27prs Copinsay, 23prs Birsay Moors, 48 other prs noted; OH 
85prs Balranald, N.Uist, 26prs St.Kilda; Caith 2br3 noted; High 98prs Eigg with good success despite some 
predation, 57prs Insh Marshes; M&N 42 AOTs in 75km? area around Duffus Castle, flock of 1,055 at Lae 
Est. in Jul held just 16 juvs (0.02%) suggesting a very poor season; NE census of Aberdeen had 223prs ro| 
nesters & 17 ground-nesting (237 & 38 in 1993), a sample of 46 nests had 100 eggs of which 44 hatched and ¢ 
fledged, the MBP of 0.6 was lower than previous years, high May-Jun counts on estuaries suggest influx 
failed breeders; P&K 52prs Strathallan plot (46-88prs 1990-97); A&D a poor breeding season in the glens wi 
many not attempting to breed; Is of May 30 AOTs with fairly good success, several chicks fledged; Fife 58prs 
15br27 noted (MBS 1.80), 25% drop Eden Est. but good success; Forth 7prs Devon WBS (9), 13/km? Dou 
CBC; Loth 13prs with 3br6 noted; Bord 126prs noted with 6br11 but many early failures; Arg 9prs Treshnit 
Is but just 1 brood, 20prs Sanda Is & 57prs on The Reef, Tiree; Clyde 129prs at 60 sites but just 2br3 noted; At 
35 prs with 4br6 noted; D&G 10prs noted. 

First young seen OHeb 29 May, Shet 31 May, Clyde 22 Jun & Bord 11 Jul 


567 Gartmorn Dam Forth & 283 Linlithgow Loth i) 


P&K 14prs Vane Farm; Arg pr Kilmory L. were th 


Winter/spring: NEWS Jan counts: 4,997 in Argy , 


record; 474 L. Strathbeg NE in Sep; 1,570 Clyd) 


i 


] 


| 
, 


NM 


| 
a [Ed.] 


_ | Other roof nests noted M&N (2), A&D, W.Loth & Bord. 

ty Amongst the usual crop of daft nests, a nest on a horse jump (in regular use) Edenside F hatched br3; 

‘it; Autumn/winter: Passage - N. Isles: max 200 Scatness Shet 6 Aug & 200 Fair Is 12 Aug. 320S Machrihanish 
Arg (2hrs) i6 Aug. 

ay Max counts: 1,055 Lossie Est. in Jul; 1,300 A&D WeBS & 560 Turnberry in Aug; 5,098 in Fife WeBS, 300 


. Brims Caith in Sep; 1,364 Whiteness Head, 1,262 Nigg Bay, 1,000 A&D WeBS, 503 Ythan Est. in Oct; 760 
Holy L. Arg in Dec. 
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Fie 
i Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
(i Only 2 spring singles: 1 Locharbriggs Quarries D&G 24 May; | Folly L. B 7 Jun. 


aN 


__ Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
~ Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan - 104 Loth-Bord Ares 1 EM AM AS OND 
% 1,115 Argyll. 510-635 South Ford-Ardivachar, | N Ron Ork - 56 54 36 209 61 100 93 

:y ).Uist OH Jan-Mar. 476 Tiree Arg, 145 Barry Bud- High Firths 423 420 — = 538 


eee ASD) 137 Dormoch Firth H, 114 Turnberry Pt. | [sseM&N 2 25 — 21 320 40 109 II 
wie, 100 Valleyfield F & 59 L.of Papil, Yell Shet in | SES NE 0 7 eo on 


uh an; 139 Cromarty Firth H in Feb. 


Eden Est. F 56 71 56 293 728 220 96 46 
N.Forth F 47 37 27) 648 110 «250 76 «150 


»j) ‘inst on territory: P&K, Clyde & Bord 12-14 Feb, High S.Forth L 251 220 69 136 425 316 377 273 


el tM&N 28 Feb; Loth & Shet 3-10 Mar. Islay lochs Arg 99 61 78 172 108 133 205 215 


Seatirce 230-300 North Bay & Frobost,S.UistOH | "= 9 2 = = 41% 
1Apr & May. 1,121 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 320 


_ .ossie Est. M&N, 170 Findhorn Bay M&N, 134 Burghead Bay M&N, 120 Meikle Craigs Ayr & 100 L.of 


vankerness Ork in May. 70N Balranald, N.Uist 19 May. 


il) Greeding: Shet 7prs Noss; Fair Is 16prs, 6 failed at egg stage, 2 failed with chicks; Ork 16-18prs Egilsay, 15prs 


yapa Westray, 6prs Auskerry & further 18prs at 9 sites; OHeb 44prs Balranald, N.Uist; Caith 4 sites; High 
iprs Eigg but low success, 6prs L.Assynt; M&N 18prs at 10 sites, 4prs Lein laid 14 clutches of which just 3 


_. \atched and no chicks survived for more than 3 days; NE 5prs on industrial sites in Aberdeen; P&K 12 sites but 


nly 1 juv seen; Fife 17prs Eden Est produced good numbers of young, 11prs Goosepools laid 17 clutches, 


iN atching 32 young, another 1 Oprs elsewhere which produced 8br13; Loth 10prs at 4 sites; Bord 1 1prs at 8 sites; 


a 


«fg 36prs Colonsay, 51prs on The Reef, Tiree & 6prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 44prs at 21 sites; Ayr 1 sites noted. 
jutumn/winter: 100 Wester Caith & 88 Whalsay Shet in Jul; 150 L.Ryan D&G & 72 Noss Shet in Aug; 395- 


i 88 South Ford-Ardivachar, S.Uist in Aug-Sep; 210 Monifieth A&D, 180 Virkie Shet, 120 Culbin Bar M&N, 


09 Lossiemouth M&N & 70 Black-waterfoot, Arran Clyde Is in Sep; 217 Cromarty F. & 157 Brora/Dornoch 
‘lin Oct; 190 Oronsay Arg, 168 S.Ronaldsay Ork & 160 Buddon mouth A&D in Nov; 525 South Ford, N.Uist, 
34 Tiree, 250 North Ford, N.Uist OH & 100 Troon Ayr in Dec. 


ty Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 


si n Tyninghame L 25 Apr. Third record for Lothian. 
hat 


otterel Charadrius morinellus 


“ Ist 3 The Reef, Tiree Arg on 22 Apr; then 2 Hoy Ork & 3 Fair Is 30 Apr; Clyde & Ayr 3 May; D&G, NE & 


Heb 10-14 May; A&D 17 May. 

ring passage: 14 Blackcraig Hill Ayr 9 May; 9 Fair Is & 4 Cairnsmore of Fleet D&G 10 May; 5 Rattray Head 
_E 11 May. 

ie highest counts were on OHeb in May with 25 West Grimnish, S.Uist & 20 Balranald, N.Uist. 

naller numbers reported in May with 3 L.Bee, S.Uist OH, 3 Lowther Hill Clyde, 3 Ben Lomond Forth & 
vigles Cairdarroch D&G & Hare Hill Ayr. 

“iter passage: | Ben Rinnes M&N 30 May-7 Jun & 4 N.Califf Shet 15 Jun. 

veeding: High 25prs Cairngorm study area with MBS 0.2 at fledging, juvs also seen A’Mharconaich, Ben 
/yviss & Ben Klibreck, adults seen 11 other hills; M&N 2 Feith Buidhe in Jun; NE 26 birds noted at 8 sites 
tween 15 May & 1 Aug; A&D 12 birds noted Glen Shee 17 May-2 Aug, included 2 chicks. 

/itumn: 3 Papa Westray Ork 16 Aug; 1 Skerries Shet 7 Sep; 1 Fair Is 20 Sep; 1 Durness H 28 Sep. 


iy 
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*American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica | 
Ad Fetlar Shet 16-17 Sep; juv N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Sep; Ist-w Ringasta Shet 24 Oct. i 
Sth & 9th for Shetland, last there 1991. i 


SS MSA 
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva i 


| 
Ad Houll & Cunnisgarth, Fetlar Shet 10 Jul. Second record for Shetland. 1 
See T.&J.Davies (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 91 for an account of the record. 


European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria | 
Winter/spring: NEWS counts: 46 Fife, 647 in Lothe 


Area Jan 


L.of Strathbeg 20 892 in Arg. 1,000 Caerlaverock D&G, 1,100 Te 
Ythan Est.NE 480 Loons Ork, 800 Quendale Shet, 600 Widewall Ck 
Tay Est. F 8 : & 450 Prestwick Ayr in Jan; 398 Whitrig B & 2 
Eden Est. F 2000 

S Forth L 1824 N.Ronaldsay Ork in Feb; 800 Ardnave, Islay Argh 
Troon Ayr 100 Mar; 2,700 The Reef, Tiree Arg, 1,000 Whinnyfifd 
WigtownBay 540 2 NE & 500 Ruther Caith in Apr. | 


Breeding: First on hills: Bord 14 Feb, M&N 20 Feb. | 
Shet 20 AOTs Hermaness; OHeb c.76prs at 10 areas; Caith only | site noted; High 26prs Forsinard (34) w. i 
adversely affected by the bad weather with few juvs, max inbye May count 224 (307); M&N noted 4 areas; i) 
5 sites only; A&D | site only; P&K noted 14 sites; Fife pr Gartary did not linger; Forth noted 2 sites; Loti? 
sites; Bord 9 sites; Arg 4 sites; Clyde 8 sites; Ayr 5 sites; D&G | site. 
Autumn/winter: 1,400 N.Ronaldsay & 600 Fetlar Shet in Jul; 2,000 Crail F, 1,000 Dounby Ork, 670 Peterhed 
NE & 620 Arbroath A&D in Sep; 4,000 St.Fergus NE, 3,500 L.of Hundland Ork, 2,200 Aberlady L, 2 O 
The Loons Ork, 1,527 N.Solway WeBS, 1,350 Stronsay Ork, 1,320 Caerlaverock, 1,014 L.Gruinart, Is 
Arg, 1,009 Tayport F & 800 Ellon NE in Oct; 1,800 Tayport, 1,740 Torrs Warren D&G, 800 Balcomie F, &) 
Newmains B & 550 L.Heilen Caith in Nov; 1,000 Stronsay, 700 Prestwick & 590 Tiree Arg in Dec. I 
Northern altrifrons: 20 L.Lea Ayr 28 Mar; 20 Brims Caith 29 Apr with 40 on | May; 17 W.Mey Caith 3 M), 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squaterola | 
Mea J EM AM AS O ND Winter/spring: NEWS counts: 23 Fife, 32 Loth &4 
Naim/Culbin 32 52 - - - - - 7 ~- 16 | Arg. 297 South Ford, S-Uist OH in Jan-Feb; 59¢n 
Tay Est.F = 310 265 290 95 38 160 70 40 56175 | N.Solway WeBS D&G, 485 Caerlaverock D&G, /p 
ce 7 ae 5 ae . a > s Jan; 48 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg & 33 Inver Bay Hp 
S Forth L 592 712 810 561 93 459 704 710 763 870 | Feb; 340 Caerlaverock in Mar; 472 Aberlady Ling 
Elsewhere: max counts were | Shet, 2 Ork, 7 NE, 3 
Forth, 1 Bord, 1 Clyde & 3 Ayr, mostly in Jan. Last Ayr 20 Apr, Arg , Ork & OHeb 11-17 May. 
Autumn/winter: First Fair Is 6 Aug, Arg, Forth & OHeb 10-15 Aug, High, M&N & Ayr 30-5 Sep; Caith, St) 
Clyde, Is of May & Clyde Is 13-27 Sep. 
60 Sanday Ork 30 Aug. 581 Eden Est. F, 455 Port Seaton L, 250 Powfoot D&G, 27 Ythan Est. NE &il 
Skinflats Forth in Oct; 353 Tyninghame L, 70 Gillfoot Bay D&G & 42 Wigtown Bay D&G in Dec. | 
Max elsewhere: 14 Shet, 4 Fair Is, 11 Caith, 8 Arg, 3 Clyde, 1 Clyde Is & 4 Ayr. | 


1 Tulloch H 14 Aug was first record for Badenoch & Strathspey. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Fee 7 F M jul A oS) O” ND” | Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan: 334 Fife, 1 
High Firths 7841091 - - - ~- 848  ~-1262 | Loth-Bord & 865 Arg. 

Ythan Est. 1581 1662 80 1187 404 2450 104 1251 1321 | 1,000+ Invergowrie P&K, 1,000 Gladhouse L, 7) 
Strathbeg 1200 3000 364 420 610 400 260 2487 417 Skaill Ork, 700 S.Ronaldsay Ork, 700 Glencaj? 
Eden Est. F 1300 930 11 346 985 597 839 295 1000 : 
N.Forth.F 1048 434 366 161 985 381 515 388 638 D&G, 600 St.Fergus NE, 500 Ugie NE & 500 Gi 

Caith in Jan; 1,550 Carsebeck P&K, 1,275 Carse Br 
Tiree Arg - 1583 436 261 136 9 231 87 180 | D&G, 1,000 Kirkton D&G, 920 Westruther B, 9) 
Islay lochs 280 650 - 44 104 455 262 500 | Tankerness Ork, 750 Whitrig B, 600 Twechar Cly: 


OyBe TES Ee 2h, ey eae 182 | & 500 Inver-boyndie NE in Feb; 750 Tannadice AS) 


: PCE Noe hack i & 500 Earnside M&N in Mar. | 
t 


S.Forth L 5999 404 24 1064 2122 2130 206 1061 1196 
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a BR e-PRO FI SEE POR BN OR RED GE Co Re ey I 
First inland: Loth & Bord 1-3 Jan; Clyde & Ayr 7-8 Jan; Forth 30 Jan; NE, P&K, A&D & M&N 14-24 Feb. 
Breeding: Shet 6prs Noss; Ork 78prs The Loons, 24prs Westray, 17prs N.Hill, Papa Westray, 16prs N.Hoy; 
High 162prs Insh Marshes (110), 18prs along 5km of R.Bran,3prs Eigg reared 4 young; M&N 72prs at 8 sites; 
P&K 178prs Strathallan (190-226 range 1990-97), 24prs Vane Farm (13); Fife 100prs at 17 sites, 1 5prs Dumbarnie 
failed totally but 13prs Goosepools hatched 44 chicks of which 20 fledged, 7prs Longannet fledged 20 young; 
Forth 35prs Braes of Doune, 16prs Devon WBS, 8prs/km’ Doune, now nesting in young plantations Kinbuck & 
Thornhill; Loth noted 14 sites, 9prs fledged 6 young Aberlady; Bord 140prs seen at 26 sites, 14br30 noted; Arg 
169prs L.Gruinart, Islay (232); Clyde 264prs at 62 sites, 7prs Balgray Res. hatched 22 which all failed; Ayr 39 
at 17 sites; D&G 9prs Wood of Cree were flooded out. 

First young: Arg 20 Apr, A&D 26 Apr, Ork 2 May, Bord 13 May. Late season & early losses due to poor weather 
noted M&N, Fife, Bord. Chicks seen late Jun Ayr & D&G but pulli still being ringed mid-Jul in Bord. 
Autumn/winter: Post-breeding flocks of failed birds noted from 3 Jun in Clyde, 8 Jun in Bord, 15 Jun in Fife. 500 
Brims Caith in Jul; 1,870 Scar Pt. D&G, 1,780 Kelton D&G, 1,000 Baron’s Haugh Clyde, 970 Nith Est. D&G, 
900 Graemeshall Ork & 500 Thornton F in Aug; 5,362 Forth Est. Forth, 1,125 Monikie A&D & 450 Prestwick 
Ayr in Sep; 880 Carsebeck, 850 Kincardine Bridge Forth, 700 Newmains B & 600 Dunmore Forth in Oct; 
1,000 L.Heilen Caith, 970 Tankerness Ork, 820 S.Ronaldsay, 800 Doonfoot Ayr & 500 Ugie in Nov; 1,020 
Browhouses D&G & 885 Deerness Ork in Dec. 

More birds than usual noted inland Bord & Clyde during early part of winter were largely gone by Dec. 


Knot Calidris canutus ee Toe OM 

Winter/spring: NEWS count in Jan; 80 Fife, 333 Loth | High Firths 31612855 

& but none Bord & Arg. Naum Bars 2940 355. - st 

5,500 Kinneil Forth, 2,170 Caerlaverock D&G, 1,550 | Burghead = 316 249 240 94 20 

Nigg Bay H, 1,500 Udale Bay H, 700 Powfoot D&G, ee ey te a 

300 Meikle Craigs Ayr & 120 Portgordon M&N in Eden Est. F 1620 770 290 100 290 

Jan; 1,100 Munlochy Bay H, 310 Newbie D&G, 150 |N-Forth F 499 303 405 2 184 16 3484 1992 
Aignish, Lewis OH & 140 Barassie Ayr in Feb; 350 S.Forth L 2230 2069 1361 292 285 618 533 9391850 
Findhorn Bay M&N in May; 

Last High, OHeb & Ork 11-14 May; Fair Is 25 May; Arg 31 May; Ayr 3 Jun, Shet 18 Jun. 

Summer: summering on many of the main estuaries, min numbers mostly in Jun: 29 Eden Est. F, 27 Aberlady L., 
24 Barassie & 4 Musselburgh L. 

Autumn/winter: First Shet & Ork 18 Jul; Caith, High, M&N, Arg & OHeb 20-22 Jul; Clyde & Fair Is 26-27 Jul. 
410 Newbie in Aug; 128 Castlehill Caith & 100 Cairnbulg NE in Sep; 1,140 Nigg Bay in Oct; 3,200 Burntisland 
F in Nov; 6,740 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 4,500 Caer-laverock D&G, 4,000 Kinneil, 2,300 Carsethorn D&G, 
1,500 Southerness D&G, 1,000 Morrich More H & 700 Montrose A&D in Dec. 

Inland: 1 dead Gladhouse L. 22 Jan (from previous autumn?); 1 Balgray Res. Clyde 7 Aug; ‘small’ flock 
Tulloch H 14 Aug. 


Sanderling Calidris alba 
Area J MA M 


Winter/spring: 663 Argyll NEWS count in Jan. N Ron Ork : - 45 290 
max 520 S.Uist OH with 200 N.Uist OH Jan-Mar. Nairn/Culbin 99 — 
420 Ardivachar OH, 300 Buddon Burn, 290 Stillgarry, | Ythan NE 30 

S.Uist OH, 67 Buddon Burn A&D, 38 Rattray NE, | /Y &stF 


Eden Est. F 
37 Turnberry Pt. Ayr & 28 Keiss Caith in May. ee 


_ N& Wisles: 9 May to 5 Jul on Shet, max 28 Sumburgh | s.Forth L 


_ 6 Jun; 16 May to 6 Jun Fair Is, max 3 on 25 May; | Tiree Arg : 146 215 240 239 249 


pti | 


ol | 
git 


IOON Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 6-25 May. 


_ Last D&G, Clyde, Arg & Fair Is 1-7 Jun; NE 14 Jun; Ork, High, OHeb & Loth 20-22 Jun; Shet 5 Jul 


Autumn/winter: First Ork 5 Jul; NE 7 Jul; High, Arg, Ayr, Loth 11-15 Jul; OHeb, Fair Is, Shet, M&N, Fife, 
Caith & Clyde 18-24 Jul. 80S Machrihanish Arg 18 Aug. 
95 Balkenna Ayr, 75 Barassie Ayr & 67 Lossiemouth M&N in Jul; 512 South Ford, S.Uist OH in Aug; 120 Tay 


fi Est. A&D, 60 Forvie NE & 38 Castlehill Caith in Sep; 320 Monifieth A&D in Nov; 25 Brora H in Dec. 


Inland: 1 Balgray Res. Clyde 22 Jul. 
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* Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 

| juv Eves Howe, Deerness Ork 28 Sep-3 Oct. First for Orkney, fourth for Scotland and ninth for Britain. 
Photo: Birding World 11: 369. i 


9 EEE 
Little Stint Calidris minuta I 


| Area May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Winter: 1 Barns Ness L 13 Jan; 1 Maesness, Egils< 
N Isles : : Ork 8 Mat.. i 
One : Spring: 1-2 Aberlady L9-11 May; 5 Ythan Est. NE| 
| Rattray NE 10 May; 2 Papa Westray Ork 11 Mi 
with another 17 May; | L.of Tankerness Ork 12 Mal, 
1 Howmore, S.Uist OH 14 May; 1 Aird an Runaj 
N.Uist OH 22 May; | Balgray Res. Clyde 30 Mi 
with 2 there 31 May-2 Jun; 1 Aberlady 31 May “ 
| 

. 


N Scot 
NE Scot 
E/C Scot 


SE Scot 
W Scot 
SW Scot 
1998 Total 
1997 

1996 


NOW; NM te: 


peek face 


9-10 Jun. 


Autumn: | Lossiemouth M&N 23 Jul; 3ad Kinnaber A&D 24 Jul (with page 3ad Kinneil Forth 25 Jul:) 


Slains NE 25-28 Jul; 1 ad Eden Est. F 28 Jul. | 
A sprinkle of Aug records, mostly of 1-2 birds, with 5 Kildonan, Arran Clyde Is 16 Aug the best. \ 


Massive arrival of juvs, mostly 5-11 Sep, with many record counts, strongly suggestive of a very successful ; 


[Selene 12 3456 7 910 «ae 1314 Dreeding season. 


Virkie Shet 35 150 29 Elsewhere maxima 2-11 Sep include: 50 Slail 


NRonaldsay 3 : 52 9 - | L,41 Edenside F, 38 Barns Ness, 37 Aberlad) 


Findhorn Bay : 103 98 - ; 2 Tyningh LS 
Cae ‘ ce a | 32 Girdleness NE, 32 Tyninghame 


Fair Isle 20 32.—s«50 | NE, 43 L.of Tankerness Ork, 42 Musselbur; } 
} 
a 


Ork, 22 Eochar, S.Uist OH, 22 Montrose A&D, 17 Eves Howe Ork, 15 Chanonry Pt. H, 14 Arradoul M&N 
13 Uyeasound Shet, 10 Lossiemouth M&N, 10 Is of May, 10 Fife Ness F & 8 Staxigoe Caith. 60S Noss Shi 
7 Sep. Some later peaks as birds passed S: 17 Carnain Arg 18 Sep; 6 Kinneil Forth 28 Sep; 29 Findhorn Bay ¢ 
29 Sep. Later small wave in 5-12 Oct with 10 Coble Shore F, 10 Fetlar Shet, 5 Longannet & 4 Findhorn Ba 
Winter: A few stragglers at Findhorn Bay 8 Nov, Aignish, Lewis OH 16 Nov & Lossiemouth 23 Nov. 


1 Kinneil 5 Dec was apparently only the second Dec record for Scotland. 
See Fortheringham, D. (1999) for account of influx to Fife. Fife Bird Report 1998 62-64. 


Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii | 
Spring: 1 Rattray NE 13-14 May. 

Breeding: High 3prs probably bred at traditional site with max count 3m+1If on 10 Jun. 
Autumn: | Starnafin, L.of Strathbeg NE 21 Jun; 1 Findhorn Bay M&N 8 Jul; 1 N.Ronaidsay Ork 6 Sep; 
Lhanbryde M&N 7 Sep. | 
[1997] 1 Buddon Burn A&D 26 May. 


* White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
lad Ythan Est. NE 4-6 Aug. Fifth record for North-east Scotland. 


* Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
1 L.Paible, N.Uist OH 14-30 Aug; 1 Rubha Luidneis, L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 29 Aug; 1 Haroldswick Shet 
1 Sep; 2 Bayhead, N. Uist OH 2 Sep; Donmouth NE 8-12 Sep; 2 more L.Paible 1-2 Oct with 1 still there 7 Oc 
| L.Bee, S.Uist OH 12 Oct. /0 birds, all juveniles. 


[1996] 1 L.Paible, N.Uist OH 4 Sep. Now 11-12 birds for that autumn. 


another 9 Jun; 1 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg 4 Jun; 1 Rattrd 


Donmouth NE, 24 Kingston M&N & Birsay Bi 


| 
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Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 


Spring: | Tyninghame L 1 May; | Papa Westray Ork | a Me! oe Aug Sep Oct Nov 
Ses ze 


9 May; | Rattray Head NE 12-15 May & 24 May; 4 ach 3 
Ythan Est. NE 16-18 May; 2 L. of Tankerness Ork | VN scot : 
17 May; 1 Howmore & 1 L.Hallan, $.Uist OH 20 | NE Scot 7 
May; 1 Ythan Est. 29 May; 1 Port Mhor Bhragair, | E/C Scot 
Lewis OH 30 May; 1 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg 4 Jun; SE Scot 


1 L.of Tankerness 8 Jun; 1 Aberlady L 9-11 Jun; eens 
| Rattray 10 Jun. 1 Valleyfield F 23 Jun. 1998 Total 


Autumn: 1 Pool of Virkie Shet & 1 Kinnaber A&D_ | 1997 

14 Jul with 6 Virkie on 16 Jul with 1 to 22 Jul; 1 [10% 

Kingston M&N 18 Jul, 1 Musselburgh L 25-28 Jul; another 2 Kingston 29 Jul. 

Trickle in late Aug except for 18 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 28 Aug & 6 L.Crinan Arg 30 Aug. 

Big influx of juvs 2-11 Sep with max counts: 58 Longannet F,, 34 Musselburgh, 33 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH, 
29 Ythan, 26 Montrose Basin A&D, 22 Virkie, 21 Aberlady, 20 L.of Tankerness & Don NE, 16 Mill Dam, 
Shapinsay Ork, 15 Edenside F, 15 Slains Pool NE & N.Ronaldsay Ork, 14 Scatness Shet, 10 Coble Shore F, 
8 Baltasound Shet, 8 Kinneil Forth, 7 Fair Is, 7 Belhaven L & 7 Castlehill Caith. 

A few stragglers into late Sep-early Oct. Last Ork, Caith, A&D, Ayr & Bord 4-8 Oct; High, NE, Fife & Loth 


~ 10-15 Oct; latest 1 Kinneil Forth 18 Oct. 


| Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 
| Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan of 14 Fife, 66 in Loth, 13 Bord & 369 Argyll. 


360 Stoneybridge shore, S.Uist OH, 312 Ardivachar to Peninerine, S.Uist OH, 260 Peterhead NE, 170 Thurso 


* Caith, 110 Deveron Bridge NE, 85 Strathlene M&N, 80 Twageos Shet, 70 Scurdie Ness A&D, 63 Lossiemouth 
> M&N & 53 Dornoch F. H in Jan; 185 Balranald, N.Uist OH in Feb; 93 Kinnaird Head NE, 86 Banff NE, 
' 70 Norby Shet, 70 Houb, Whalsay Shet & 70 Ayr Ayr in Mar; 300 Verran Is, S.Uist OH, 112 N.Ronaldsay 
* Ork, 80 Girdleness NE & 62 S.Forth L in Apr; 80 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH & 70 Melby Shet in May. 

+ Last A&D, M&N 18-24 Apr; Fair Is, Clyde Is, Ayr, Caith, Fife & Bord 2-12 May; High, Shet, Loth & Arg 20- 


28 May; Ork 11 Jun. 


_ Breeding: Shet | on 20 Jun, possibly summered; High 2-3prs bred in traditional area with 2prs seen with 
_ broods. Last ad with chick seen 28 Jul. 


Autumn/winter: 
First Fife 11 Jul; Ork 13 Jul; Shet 19 Jul; Is of May & Arg 6-7 Aug; High, Fair Is & Loth 18-26 Aug; but not 
Caith, D&G, Bord, Clyde Is & Ayr until Oct-Nov. 213 Is of May in Aug; 160 N.Ronaldsay & Thurso, 140 


' Burwick, S.Ronaldsay Ork, 114 Deveron Bridge, 109 Girdleness & 83 S.Forth in Nov; 150 Lossiemouth 
' M&N, 149 Strathlene, 96 Grutness Shet & 56 Tiree Arg in Dec. 


* Inland: 1 summit of Ben Lomond Clyde 2 Oct. 


_ $.Uist OH, 1,960 Skinflats Forth, 1,400 


Dunlin Calidris alpina A 
i : ; rea Jan Apr Aug Sep Oct 
Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan of 391 | High Firths 10497 : : : 

in Loth & 633 in Argyll. Nairn-Culbin 1910 

7,600 Caerlaverock D&G, 6,000 Kinneil | Findhorn — 2860 


Forth, 3,500 Nigg Bay H, 2,180 South Ford, | Yan NE 650 
Tay Est. F 1350 
Eden Est. F 2200 
Gretna D&G, 560 Higgins Neuk Forth & | N Forth F 412 


200 Doonfoot Ayr in Jan; 5,700 Dornoch F. | $.ForthL 2915 


- H, 4,400 Inver Bay H, 3,500 Dundee A&D | Clyde Est. 1562 


_ & 450 Lossiemounth M&N in Feb; 244 |W'stown Bay 2820 


Burghead M&N in Mar. 1,000+ Newbie D&G in May. 650N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 8-30 May. 


| Breeding: Shet 31prs Hermaness, 4prs Noss; Ork 18prs Birsay Moors, 16prs N.Hoy, 6prs The Loons, 2-6prs 
| L.of Harray & bred 5 other sites; OHeb 32prs Balranald, N.Uist, 9prs Lochportain; 13prs at another two sites; 
' High 15prs in Forsinard plot (22) with 36 feeding in in-bye area in May (87); M&N pr Terriemore; A&D | site 


in summer; Loth probably bred 2 sites, possibly at another 2 sites; Bord | site only; Arg 30-40prs The Reef, 


Tiree & 4prs L.Gruinart, Islay, also noted 3 other sites; Clyde 5 sites; 
| Autumn/winter: 423 Tiree Arg in Jul; 300 Castlehill Caith in Oct; 12,635 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 11,000 
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Caerlaverock, 2,300 South Ford & 620 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Nov; 2,475 Skinflats, 2,200 Nigg Bay, 2,0 
Chanonry Pt. H, 2,000 Torduff D&G, 1,850 Seafield D&G, 1,800 Browhouses D&G, 1,000 Kinneil & 3 } 
Doonfoot in Dec. 


i. 
* Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcipennis I 
1 Rattray NE 3-4 Jun. Third record for North-east Scotland. Photo: Fair Isle bird - Birding World 11: 204. 
* Buff-breasted Sandpiper 7ryngites subruficollis Buff-breasted Sandpiper | 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Sep; juv Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH 20-21 Sep. Steve Cale i 
11th record for Orkney & 14th record for Outer Hebrides. Outer Hebrides Bird Repor | 


Winter: 2 Musselburgh L Jan-M¢ 
1-3 at Caerlaverock D&G Jan-Mq 
1 Valleyfield F 30 Jan-20 Feb. 
Spring: | Lochlea Ayr on 1-3 Aj 
1 L.Ardvule, S.Uist OH 4-29 Ag 
4 L.of Strathbeg NE 14 Apr; 1 L. 
Eilein, Tiree Arg 25-26 Apr;} 
Shearington D&G, | Musselburgh 
= Aberlady L 26 Apr; 1 Newshot Is Clyé 
1996 20 12 14 Di. Apr-2 May; 2 L.Fada, Benbecu 
numbers approximate. Note some duplication between months. OH 2 May; | Starnafin NE 4-5 M 
2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 May, anoth 
17 May; 1 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 17 May; 2 Balemartine, Tiree Arg 25 May; 1 Ythan NE 31 May; | FetlarS | 
6 Jun; 1 Balranald, N.Uist OH 19 Jun; | Starnafin 21 Jun; 1 Haroldswick Shet 23 Jun. Also 19 at 7 sites in ‘ 
during N.Solway WeBS. | 
Breeding: High 2 flushed from suitable area in Sutherland 6 May. While breeding was suspected the birds we 
not seen thereafter. | 
Autumn/winter: just a sprinkling of birds in Jul and early Aug before first wave hit the N.Isles 14-20 Aug wa 
21 Virkie Shet, 21 Toab Shet, 20 Fleck Shet, Fair Is & Burwick S.Ronaldsay Ork, 17 Stronsay Ork & 15 
Dam of Rango Ork. Elsewhere during same period max counts of 12 Slains NE, 10 Rattray NE, 10 Carst 
Clyde & 8 Millichen floods Clyde. 
Main wave 28 Aug-15 Sep (peaking 5-9 Sep) with 200 Slains, 60 Fair Is, 52 Dunrossness Shet, 47 N.Ronalds¢ 
40 Fetlar Shet & Staxigoe Caith, 37 Skitten Caith, 35 L.of Tingwall Shet, 33 Millichen, 30 Bressay Sh 
30 Girdleness NE, 29 Musselburgh, 27 Tayport F, 21 Lhanbryde M&N, 20 Gadloch Clyde, 19 L.of Tankerne 
Ork, 17 Stronsay, 15 Monikie A&D, 12 Bornish, S.Uist OH, 12 Middleton, Tiree Arg & 10 Lochlea Ayr. 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 49 
Se a Oe eT SE OR La 
Many proved to be long-stayers and good numbers held up through Sep. 
Another wave, but perhaps partly new-arrivals and partly birds moving on south, moved through c.24 Sep-6 Oct 
+ with max counts of 84 Ythan Est. NE, 35 Whitrig B, 29 Moss-side NE, 26 Balcomie F, 25 L.of Heusbreck Shet, 
, 22Field Farm Caith, 20 Bressay, 15 Aberlady, 12 Baron’s Haugh Clyde, 12 Blairbowie Ayr & 6 Caerlaverock. 
27 L.Heilen Caith 13 Oct, dropping to 7 there 30 Oct before another 27 there on 2 Nov when 7 Vane Farm P&K 


suggesting even later onwards passage. Most birds left by mid-Nov. 2-3 Musselburgh & Eden Est. in Nov-Dec. 
; 


‘ 
» Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Winter/spring: c.118 noted Jan-Apr, usually 1-2 birds: Shet 15, Fair Is 8, Ork 4, OHeb 4, Caith 1, High 7, M&N 
| 11, NE5, A&D 5, Fife 11, Forth 6, Loth 3, Arg 9, Clyde 22, Ayr 4 & D&G 5. 
Records of 3 or more birds from: 6 Airds Bay, L.Etive Arg, 5 Kingsteps M&N & 4 Littleton Res. Clyde in Jan; 
5 Barnyards Marsh F, 4 Nairn Bar M&N, 4 Cocklemill Marsh F, 3 Balmedie NE in Feb; 5 Elliot Water A&D, 
4 Fair Is, 3 Eswick Shet & 3 Wood of Cree D&G in Mar. 
- Last D&G, Ayr & Fife 15-24 Mar; Fair Is, OHeb, Clyde & Forth 6-11 Apr; Loth, A&D, High, NE, Shet, Ork & 
» Arg 13-18 Apr. Latest 1 St-Kilda OHeb 26 Apr. 
- Autumn/winter: First 2-3 Dalnavert H on 23 Aug. Then Shet, Ork & M&N 3-7 Sep; P&K 12 Sep; Ayr & Fair 
Is 14-17 Sep; NE, Loth, Bord & Is of May 25-28 Sep; Caith, D&G, Clyde, Arg, Forth & Fife 4-11 Oct. 
Passage Sep-Oct: peak 27 Sep-8 Oct when 30 Fair Is, >9 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 4 Houbie, Fetlar Shet, 4 Boddam 
/ Shet, 4 Goosepools F, 4 Is of May, 3 Inverugie NE, 3 Aird Meadows Clyde & 3 L.Ken D&G. 
c.122 birds Nov-Dec with Shet 7, Fair Is 3, Ork 9, OHeb 5, High 2, M&N 13, NE5, A&D 2, Fife 17, Forth 12, 
_ Loth 4, Arg 5, Clyde 42, Ayr 4 & singles Caith, P&K, Is of May & Bord.. Max counts 5 L.Bee, S.Uist OH, 5 
Cathkin Braes Clyde, 3 Inverugie, 3 Blackdevonmouth Forth in Nov; 18 Motherwell Bridge Clyde, 9 Kingsteps 
» M&N, 7 Valleyfield F, 5 Cocklemill Marsh, 4 Kinneil Forth, 4 Alva Forth & 3 The Reef, Tiree Arg in Dec. 


Te Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
/ Winter/spring: 75 Lurgie A&D, 60 Inverugie NE, 51 Greenhead P. Clyde, 46 Herston, S.Ronaldsay Ork & 
_ Kirkton D&G, 32 Cathkin Braes Clyde in Jan; 73 L.Bhasapol, Tiree Arg, 38 Inchinnan Clyde & 33 Craigmarloch 
‘Clyde in Feb; 120 Rashierieve NE, 60 Inverugie, 32 Kinnordy A&D, 28 Gartmorn Dam For & 20 Clickimin 

=" Shet in Mar; 32 West Windyedge Clyde in Apr. 25 Flushed by Buzzard Dingwall Bay H in Jan. 

Passage: max 56 Fair Is 5 Apr; 18 Carnish, N.Uist 25 Apr; 29 Oronsay Arg 1 May. 

Breeding: Shet 23 AOTs Hermaness, 20prs on Noss; Fair Is 21-24 males; Ork 63prs The Loons, 33prs Birsay 

ch ‘Moors, 11prs Hobbister, 9prs Copinsay; OHeb 27prs 


i) 


Breeding Bird Survey % plots mean counts 


Balranald, N.Uist; High 471\prs Insh Marshes (198), Gee 97 «98 


i 24 in croftland plot Eigg (33); M&N noted just 2 sites; Highland, N&W Isles 


NE 9 sites; A&D 4 sites; P&K 16 Langside Muir (18 
in 1990), 5 Vane Farm (3), noted 14 other sites; Fife [|E/CScotland  —s|_—sg_—| 2. 
" noted 4 areas; Forth 5 sites; Loth 4prs at 3 sites; Bord 


c.37 at 16 sites; Arg 35mm Colonsay, 87 The Reef, 

i ' Tiree, 49mm L.Gruinart, Islay, 5mm Treshnish Is.; Clyde 82prs at 40 sites; Ayr 15mm at 11 sites. 

First display Bord 22 Feb; Ork & High 21-22 Mar. 

ii _Autumn/winter: 82 Blackdevonmouth Forth, 68 Aberlady L, 55 Blairbowie Ayr, 51 Middleton Arg, 50 Denfind 

i) -P.A&D, 35 Browhouses D&G, 32 Bay of Suckquoy Ork, 26 Strathbeg NE in Aug; 500+ Mill Dam, Shapinsay 

‘ Ork, 189 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 106 Monikie A&D, 85 Newshot Is. Clyde, 84 Fair Is, 77 Millichen Clyde, 75 

") Stenness Ork, 72 Black Cart Water Clyde, 70 Inchinnan, 40 Ha of Durran Caith, 40 Kilmun Hill Arg, 33 Vane 
Farm P&K, 23 Culluloe F 20 Arradoul M&N in Sep; 300 N.Ronaldsay & Graemeshall Ork, 100 Skaill Ork, 98 

ot ‘iden Est. F, 95 Fair Is, 70 Motherwell Bridge Clyde & 33 Whitrig B in Oct; 100 Hundland, Papa Westray Ork, 
80 Inverugie, 57 Earlshall F, 40 Sumburgh Head Shet & 39 Bavelaw L in Nov; 73 Clyde Est. Clyde, 46 

’ oe F, 36 Clickimin, 33 Milton Burn Ayr & 20 Culbin Bar M&N in Dec. 

b i Great Snipe Gallinago media 

_, [Fair Is 3 Sep; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Sep; juv Fair Is 15 Sep-6 Oct was injured by barbed wire 27 Sep but made 

"1 full recovery; 1 N.Ronaldsay 21 Sep with another 2-6 Oct. 5 birds in total. 

i “hotos of the Fair Isle bird - British Bird 92: 576; Birding World 11:324, Birding Scotland 2:49, cover Birding Scotland 2 (1) and 

i h ‘air Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. 

| | \ 1996] 1 Sanday Ork 21 Sep brings the total for that autumn to 11 birds. 


{ 


\| 
\ 
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* Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 
1 Caerlaverock D&G 29 Sep to 1999; 1 Strathbeg NE 4 Oct, presumed same Ythan NE 7-16 Oct. 


Woodcock Scolopax runnegla 
Winter/spring: With no cold snap during Jan-Mar almost all areas had very sparse reports of 1-2 birds wit ‘iN 
4 Queenamidda Ork, 3 Foula Shet & 3 Martnaham Ayr in Jan were the only sightings of >2 birds other thail ; 
during the Abernethy Forest H Capercaillie drive 7 Feb which flushed 12 birds & the L.Lomond Clyde Capercailli¢ 
drive on Mar 21 which flushed 16 birds on 4 islands, max 6 on Inchconnachan. | if 
Passage Mar-Apr in N.Isles, max 9 Fair Is 7 Apr. A few coastal records in Mar-Apr elsewhere. peed 
Breeding: High 7mm Insh Marshes, 6 Eigg, 4 Creag Meagaidh, juvs seen L.Ruthven & Suisgil; M&N 3 sites | 
NE 3 sites; A&D 2 sites with br2 ringed Invermark; P&K only noted from 2 sites; Fife 10 birds at 6 sites; Lotl) Ww 
5 sites; Bord singles at 5 sites; Arg 9 roding Colonsay (4), 10 sites Islay, several Aird of Kinloch; Clyde Is Spr} 
Arran; Clyde 12 birds at 9 sites; Ayr 3 sites; D&G 6-10 Cally Woods, family of 4 there 21 May. ia 
Roding from Bord 14 Mar; Fife 18 Mar; D&G 23 Mar; M&N 18 Apr; Loth 24 Apr. IN 
Autumn/winter: Passage generally light. From mid-Sep in N.Isles, elsewhere early Oct-early Nov. 5 Fair Is 4 \\( 
Oct & 210ct; 4 Fife Ness Muir F 24 Oct; 10 Is of May 3 Nov; 14 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 4 Lairg H 14 Nov. | {i 
Poor winter with few birds, max: 3 Darleith Clyde in Nov; 4 N.Piersknowe B & 4 Inchtavannach Clyde in Dec i 


5S RS SR SS SS BS SS SCE SE SSE 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa yk 
Ares 7 F MAM S Oo N Winter/spring: Few away from Eden| 
Ythan NE i 6 0 6 2 2 08 Forth & Solway Jan-Mar: 2 Inver Bay }, 
Eden Ext F145 176 199 280 yt eee 
en Est ; 
nse 3s Pee 
Kinneil Forth 58 57 61 23 109 130 154 104 yee 1s am 
| Skinflats Forth 2 36 50 37 Feb; 1 Longman H in Mar. First arriy) ; 
Clyde WeBS 85 23 2 als: OHeb 2 Apr; Ork 5 Apr; Shet} ,, 
Caerlayerock 87 2 28 Caith, P&K, Arg and Ayr 19-22 Apr| 
M&N 29 Apr. Passage peaks in Apr with 108 Shearingham P. D&G, 103 Kingholm Quay D&G, 75 Strathtyrur 4, 
F, 70 Aird Meadow Clyde, 36 Montrose & 36 Powfoot D&G in Apr. 6 Balnakeil H 6 May & 10 N.Ronaidsaj 
Ork 10 May. 
Breeding: Shet 4prs on territory at 3 sites, 2prs failed early, the others each reared single young; Ork ad wi 
chick W.Mainland with singles at another site there; OHeb 3 L.an t-Saile, S.Uist 17 May displayed; om 
3-8 St.John’s Pool 20 Apr-5 Jun; NE 2 in suitable habitat. 
Autumn/winter: 31 Doonfoot Ayr, 26 Montrose & 15 Oronsay Arg in Jul; 89 Mill Dam, Shapinsay Ork, 5 
Findhorn Bay A&D, 40 L.Paible, N.Uist OH, 32 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg, 19 N.Ronaldsay, 18 L.Gruinart, Isla) 
Arg & 17 Bogside Ayr in Aug; 105 L.of Tankerness Ork, 35 Shearingham P. & 11 Baron’s Haugh Clyde in Sep 
40 R.Beauly H & 22 Stronsay Ork in Oct. 13ads Musselburgh L 9 Jul were assigned to the race L./. ia mM 
Last Caith 30 Aug; Shet 5 Sep; A&D, OHeb & Ayr 2-7 Oct; Ork & Arg 22-26 Oct; M&N 8 Nov. 
| Fair Is 17 Nov & 1 Longman H 27 Nov. 


Sent 
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Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica q 
ma — Winter/spring: Away from main estuaries , 
High Firths 3435 : 1,400 South Ford, S.Uist OH, 1,428 Newbi 
Nairn-Culbin 436 —t- D&G, 1,300 Nigg Bay H, 860 Powfoo 
Findhom M&N 190 D&G, 481 Whiteness Head H, 300 Udale Ba] 
ee Ss . H & 245 Forth Est. Forth in Jan; 435 Valla| 
Eden Est. F 514 Strand, N.Uist OH, 350 Montrose Basij ~ 
N.Porth F a9. 12 A&D & 195 Mill Sands Ork in Feb. 4 
S.Forth L 1544 Max elsewhere: Shet 3, Caith 3, Clyde Is 59 * 
Islay lochs Arg 80 Clyde 12 & Ayr 17. | m0) 

Autumn/winter: 400 Cata Sand, Sanday Ork & 200 Balmossie A&D in Aug; 388 South Ford in Sep; 800 Sout 
Ford, 770 Montrose, 320 Newbie, 294 at 10 sites in N.Solway WeBS D&G in Nov; 1,044 Nigg Bay, 60 r 
Morrich More H, 230 Brora H, 150 Kinneil Forth & 110 Gillfoot Bay D&G in Dec. Ne 
Max elsewhere: Shet 6, Fair Is 1, Caith 5, Clyde Is 80, Clyde 10 & Ayr 7. i 
Inland: 10 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 27 Sep. 
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‘Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

‘Winter: 1 overwintering N.Ronaldsay Ork once again, seen 8 Jan-31 Mar. 

spring: First Rose Ness Ork 28 Mar. Then Arg, OHeb, Clyde & Clyde Is 7-13 Apr; High, Fair Is, Fife & Ayr 
_ 7-19 Apr; Shet, D&G, Caith, Forth, RUNS NE & Loth 21-27 Apr; P&K, A&D & Bord 1-16 May. 


40 Apr; 90 Rattar Caith, 53 Ythan Est. NE, 33 West Freuch D&G, 3 Heylipol, Tiree Arg & 26 Bu Ork 1-4 

§) ‘Aay; 83 Ham Caith, 77 Doonfoot Ayr, 70 Balkenna Ayr, 45 Tiree, 20 Caerlaverock D&G and 17 Tyninghame 

-, 7-9 May; 17 Fair Is 11 May; 20 Balnakeil H 28 May. 55N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 27 Apr-19 May. 

reeding: Ork 13prs W.Mainland colony; OHeb 2prs N.Uist; Caith 1 summered Rattar; High | at new locality 

4) 1 Sutherland was suspected to have bred. 

‘uutumn: 15 Skelberry Shet, 12 Girdleness NE & 11 Chanonry Pt. H 25-30 Jul; 30S Bayhead, S.Uist OH 8 Aug; 

1) /2 Cott, Papa Westray Ork, 18S Peterhead NE, 15 Rapness, Westray Ork & 12S Fife Ness F 9-11 Aug; 76 
_..Gruinart, Islay Arg 14 Aug; 15 L.Ryan D&G 16 Aug; 30 Thurso Caith 18 Aug; 16 Is of May & 14 Hopeman 

‘M&N 19 Aug; 25 N.Ronaldsay Ork 23 Aug. 

‘) ast Caith, Ayr & Clyde 1-7 Sep; Clyde Is, D&G, Shet & OHeb 15-24 Sep; High, Is of May, Forth, Arg, Bord 
_ 1 Fair Is 26-30 Sep; Ork & NE 7-9 Oct. Last 1 Aberlady L 10 Oct. 

id -Vinter: 1 Woodwick Ork 21 Dec & 1 Scatness Shet 24 Dec. 


vurlew Numenius arquata 


Area 

“ Vinter/spring: NEWS Jan count of 320 in Fife, | Watersound Ork 930 - - 580 550 
“20 in Loth-Bord & 2,563 in Argyll. Widewall Ork 360 0 0 

09 Nigg Bay H, 600 Vane Farm P&K, 500 | Papers Ome oe es 
‘| ‘he Loons Ork, 426 Seafield D&G & 350 | Narnculbin 193 . nie 
* laberry Shet in Jan; 2,150 W.Mainland | Strathbeg NE 420 132 489 
“ork, 1,937 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 1,200 | Ythan NE 1208 407 345 
* ewark, S.Ronaldsay Ork, 620 Mill Dam, | Eden Est. F BS 32. 2 2) 2 
* hapinsay Ork, 504 Skinflats Forth, 500 | Qro"nF 88 oe 
" \fanxman’s L. D&G, 432 Dipple Ayr, 406 eee lochs Arg 571 582 822 
“ loddach M&N & 395 Munlochy Bay H in | Clyde Est. Clyde 884 - = 752 1081 540 

eb; 650 Castle L. D&G, 450 Hightae L. | WigtownBay = 1144 é - 905 929 1301 
i ¥&G, 351 Strathallan P&K, 300 Newbie | L-RyvanD&G 492 : poe 


'&G & 255 L.0’th’ Lowes Ayr in Mar. Inland: Merryton Clyde, max 193 on 25 Jan. 
‘tst returned inland areas: Forth 8 Feb; High & P&K 14 Feb; Loth 15 Feb; Clyde, Bord & NE 21-25 Feb 
i ; ‘eeding: Fair Is only 5prs which fledged min 8 young; Ork 280prs Birsay Moors, 99prs Hobbister, 25prs L.of 
array & 15prs Papa Westray reserve; OHeb 12prs N.Uist (20 in ‘91); Caith 2br3 noted; High 123prs Insh 
\arshes (135); M&N noted 4 sites; NE noted 2 sites; P&K 27prs Langside (32 in 1990), 8prs Vane Farm (6); 
‘fe 8-10prs Lomond Hills; Forth 15prs Cringate Muir, 20prs Severie; Loth noted only 4 sites; Bord c.44prs at 
| sites, c.l4prs East Loch BBS; Arg 38prs L.Gruinart, Islay (31); Clyde 177prs at 62 sites with 20prs 
ichadaff & 15prs Lennox Water; Ayr 34prs at 17 sites. First chicks Shet 4 Jun; Bord 13 Jun; Caith 17 Jun. 
- |itumn/winter: 318 Machrihanish Arg 18 Sep. 450 Dipple in Jul; 700 Hatston Ork, 590 Glencaple D&G, 550 
chlea Ayr, 470 Powfoot D&G & 300 Kingston M&N in Aug; 450 Whinnyfold NE, 440 Kingoodie A&D, 
£ | 7Scarffbanks M&N & 330 The Meetings Clyde in Sep; 500 Loans Ayr & 300 Skinflats in Oct; 728 Browhouses 
&G & 400 Vane Farm in Nov; 1,080 Greenmerse D&G, 250 Scarfskerry Caith & 219 Merryton in Dec. 


; 
yotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 


inter/spring: Only 1 overwintering at FMAM J J AS O N BD Total 
\nneil Forth but singles Udale Bay H, : i a 


‘usselburgh L & Tayport F in Jan; 
| lgove Bay F in Feb; & Udale Bay, 
)yport, Edenside F, Skinflats Forth& 
ec Clyde in Mar. 
iting Apr singles at Tankerness Ork, 
|Sruinart, , Islay Arg (2), Caerlaverock 
&G & Newshot Is Clyde with 2 at 


1 
4 
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Kirkcudbright D&G. No new birds in May & Jun. 


Autumn/winter: First | Kingston M&N 18 Jul with | Montrose A&D & 4 Glencaple D&G 24-27 Jul; 1 Monte 
1 Aug. A few birds 9-25 Aug, 4 Strathbeg NE, 4 Eddleston B & singles Alness Bay H, Caerlaverock & L.Gruinar 


The trickle continued into Sep, most birds appearing 30 Aug-12 Sep: 2 birds N.Ronaldsay Ork, Musselburgh, 


Lossie Est. M&N and Ythan with singles Whalsay Shet, Virkie Shet, Fair Is, Strathbeg, Valleyfield F, Kinnei 
Aberlady L, Blackness L, Walston Clyde & Browhouses D&G. A few birds later in Sep-Early Oct. 
Stragglers, possibly overwintering singles seen into Nov at Findhorn Bay M&N, Aberlady & Musselburgh bu 
only two definitely overwintering at Kinneil & Browhouses. 
ee 
Redshank Tringa totanus 
Nes 1 EF M A A Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan note 
Highland Firths 3580 3644 - 403 in Fife, 378 in Loth-Bord & 763 i 
Nairn-Culbin - Argyll. 
eae 1,080 Kinneil Forth, 775 Skinflats Fortl 
Dee Est. NE 500 Barron Pt. D&G, 477 Nigg Bay E 
Donmouth NE 450 Beauly Bay H, 300 Longman f 
Ythan NE 160 Peterhead NE, 150 Thurso Caith, 14 
Eden Est. F Gills Caith & 126 Phingask Bay NE in Ja} 


N Forth F Se ; 
S Forth L 1819 1317 1449 1433 1992 1357 370 Dornoch H, 162 Whitehills NE, 1° 


Clyde Est. Clyde 1367 874 1768 - 1541 799 1741 2538 | Portgordon M&N & 150 Mill Dan 
Shapinsay Ork in Feb; 900 Dundee A&I 


560 Dipple Ayr, 550 Maidens Ayr & 262 Tay Est. F in Mar. 
Small numbers now wintering inland in Bord & Clyde. 
First inland: Fife 18 Feb; Bord 21 Feb; Forth 28 Feb; High & P&K 8-9 Mar; A&D, Loth & M&N 14-23 Mae 
Breeding: Fair Is 1m held territory; Ork 43prs The Loons 25prs L.of Harray, 8prs Birsay Moors; OHeb 86p 
Balranald, N.Uist & 30 (including juvs) Carnish; High 131 prs Insh Marshes (93); M&N 6 sites; NE 4 sites wil 
3prs Strathbeg; A&D 8 sites with 5 broods seen; P&K 47prs at 17 sites Strathallan (25-35 usual range), 4p 
Vane Farm (1); Fife 3 sites, 2 broods seen; Forth 10prs at 3 sites; Loth 8prs at 3 sites; Bord 45prs at 24 site 
Arg 85prs L.Gruinart, Islay (95), 11prs Colonsay (12), 48prs The Reef, Tiree; Clyde 61prs at 39 sites; Ay 
14prs at 8 sites. First young seen: Shet 2 Jun; Bord 11 Jul. 

Autumn/winter: 800 Kinneil, 650 Invergowrie Bay A&D, 340 Newbie D&G, 250 Maidens & 102 Virkie Shet: 
Aug; 860 Skinflats, 300 Bogside Ayr & 120 L.Gruinart in Sep; 328 Tay Est. & 150 Boddam NE in Oc 
1,105 Browhouses D&G, 380 Work Ork, 140 Peterhead, 120 Monikie A&D & 103 Delnies M&N in No’ 
3,216 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 1,150 Carse Bay D&G, 1,000 Carsethorn D&G, 450 Dipple, 400 Widewall Bz 
Ork, 192 Portgordon & 150 Scarfskerry Caith in Dec. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Winter/spring: c.65 in Jan/Feb (64): 7 OHeb, 2 High, 2 A&D, 4 Fife, 11 Loth, 17 Arg, 12 Clyde, 8 Ayr ar 

10 D&G with singles M&N & NE. Best counts: 12 Auchendores Res. Clyde, 10 Mull Arg NEWS, Tyninghan 

L & Finlaystone Pt. Clyde, 7 Hunterston Ayr & 6 Rough Firth D&G. 

Passage birds: High 7 Mar; Ork & Clyde 8 Mar; Loth 31 Apr; Fife, A&D, Caith 3-8 Apr; Shet, P&K, Bord ( 

Ayr 14-20 Apr; M&N, Forth & NE 23-28 Apr. Mostly 1-2’s noted Apr-May with 1 few singles into Jun. 

Breeding: Shet 2prs West Mainland; OHeb c.20 AOTs Lewis/Harris, 4prs N.Uist, 1 bird S.Uist; Caith 2 terr 

tories; High 7prs in sample plot Forsinard; P&K bred 2 sites; Arg single territories noted Mull & N.Argyll. | 

Autumn/winter: first NE, Loth & Ayr 21-28 Jun; Arg , Fife & A&D 3-10 Jul; Fair Is, Clyde & Caith 22-24 Ju 

Max counts: 10 Glencaple D&G 27 Jul; 33 Tyninghame L, 24 Ythan Est. NE, 9 Findhorn Bay M& 

9 Strathbeg NE, 8 Finlaystone Pt. 13-19 Aug; 13 N.Ronaldsay Ork 23 Aug; 10 Browhouses D&G 30 Au; 

8 Blackdevonmouth Forth & 8 Strathbeg & 7 Longannet F 6-12 Sep; 23 Caerlaverock D&G, 11 Kinloch, 

Arg & 10 Eden Est. F 20-28 Sep. 

Other than winter birds: last birds M&N, Bord & Ayr 1-15 Sep; Forth, Arg & Caith 19-28 Sep; Is of May, ae 

& Shet 3-12 Oct; Ork 12 Nov.. 

c.38 Dec birds with: 4 OHeb, 2 High, 15 Fife, 9 Loth, 7 Arg, 1 Clyde, 1 Ayr & 2 D&G, although many mot 
| 


birds are probably there, especially on W coast. Max 8 N.Beauly Firth H & 3 Ardgay H. 


o 
| 
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~ * Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 


"i 


- Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 


Winter/spring: Winter singles Polmont | 4t€4 
N Isles - - - 


- cated in any breeding attempt. 
- Autumn/winter: First birds Clyde 26 Jun; NE 1 Jul; A&D, Loth 9-12 Jul; Shet 22 Jul; Fife, Fair Is, Forth & 
‘Bord 28-31 Jul; M&N, Arg, Ayr, Caith & Is of May 2-16 Aug. Mostly 1-2 birds but 8 Strathbeg NE 9 Aug; 
6 Wellpark, Papa Westray Ork 20 Aug & 3 Fair Is. 4 Caerlaverock D&G 27 Oct. 

. Last birds noted OHeb, Arg & Caith in Aug; Loth, A&D, Bord & Fair Is 6-13 Sep; Shet, Ork, Is of May & Ayr 


1 Findhorn Bay M&N 31 Oct-7 Nov. Second for Moray & Nairn. 


Forth, Gladhouse Res. L, Holywood Fish O Heb : 


~ Farm D&G and Grennoch D&G with | N scot 


2 Grangemouth Forth & Angle Park | NE Scot 
Lagoons F. E/CScot 


+1; : : SE Scot 
Only a sprinkling of singles Mar-Jun, with wc 


» 2 Polmont in Mar, 2 R.Eden F in Apr. | gwscot 
_ Singles Clynelish, Brora H & Corrimony | 1998 


‘HH in Jun were not thought to be impli- | 1997 
1996 


(20-26 Sep; Clyde & D&G 27-31 Oct. 
Nov-Dec singles returned Holywood, Polmont & Skinflats with 2 birds Angle Park. 168 in autumn, 8 in winter. 


‘Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper 


Andrew Stevenson 
Ayshire Bird Report 


ERASE ORT ys 


i Spring: First St.John’s Pool Caith 25 J A S O N DBD bfotal 


» | & Arg 18-21 May. 


~~ 


SM 


_ except 2 at Strathbeg NE 4-14 May, 


No 


5 2 


| Apr; NE, Ork & Loth 3-9 May; OHeb, : 
)Shet, High & Fair Is 13-16 May; Fife 


A poor spring, 37 birds, all singles 


2 Slains NE 14 May & 2 Fair Is on 
16 May. 
Best numbers in NE with 13 birds. 
Breeding: High 2 sites Inverness-shire 0 
with 2prs at one site & asingle pair at —_ | Table does not list breeding birds. 
hey site, pr bred Sutherland with ad & juv 15 Jun, 5prs Ross-shire at the traditional site. 
Autumn: 56 birds with 13 in Shet. A late autumn, mostly Sep. Max 2S Stillgarry, S.Uist OH 9 Sep; 2 Burwick, 
3. Ronaldsay Ork 19 Sep; & 2 Fair Is 30 Sep. 
_uast NE, OHeb Fife 6-19 Sep; M&N, Fair Is 27-30 Sep; Ayr & Shet 2-4 Oct; Forth 21 Oct. Latest singles 
N.Ronaldsay Ork | & 17 Nov.. 
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Terek Sandpiper 
Dave Pullan l 
Moray & Nairn Bird Repor) 
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* Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus | 


| Findhorn Bay M&N 29-31 Oct; 1 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 31 Oct. First for Moray & Nairn, second for Clyde 
See Pullan, D. (1999) in Moray & Nairn Bird Report 1998: 82-83 for an account of the Findhorn Bay bird. 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Winter: 1 Gladhouse Res. L 25 Jan. 

Spring: 1 L.a’Chroisg H 20 Mar. Then P&K & Clyde 29-30 Mar; D&G 5 Apr; Ayr, Arg & Bord 10-13 AE 
M&N, Loth & NE 16-18 Apr; Fife, Forth, Fair Is, Ork, OHeb, Clyde Is & Caith 19-25 Apr; Shet 4 May. 
13 Musselburgh L 23 Apr; 8 Newshot Is. Clyde 27 Apr; 11 The Mound H 20 May. 

Breeding: Ork 9prs L.of Harray, 5-6prs L.of Hundland & 5prs Hoy; OHeb 12prs noted Lewis, 22prs N.Ui: 
23prs S.Uist including 16prs L.Druidibeg; High 32prs Insh Marshes & 29prs Eigg (35) with good succes 
M&N 12prs at 8 sites; NE 9 sites, included L.nan Stuirteag in Cairngorms; Fife bred | site but very scarce th 
year; Forth 180prs at 7 sites; Loth 4 sites; Bord 73prs at 25 sites, 5br9 noted; Arg 4prs ‘Taynish, 30p 
Colonsay & ipr Treshnish Is.; Clyde 129prs at 69 sites; Ayr 34prs at 24 sites, 2br7 seen; D&G 7prs L. - 
First young D&G 20 Jun; Shet 5 Jul; M&N 7 Jul; Bord 11 Jul. 

Autumn: 22 L.Beg, Mull Arg 14 Jun; 19 L.Ashie H 18 Jun; 36 Kelton D&G, 32 Montrose A&D, 18 Kingst 
M&N & 16 Tyninghame L in Jul; 23 Kinnaber A&D 5 Aug; 15 Fair Is 5 Sep; 6 Eden Est. F 30 Sep. | 
Last OHeb & P&K, 6 Sep; Arg, Loth & Forth 12-20 Sep; High, A&D, Is of May, Caith, Ork, Is of May, Bo 
& Shet 22-30 Sep; D&G, Fair Is & NE 3-5 Oct. 
Winter: | Cragganmore M&N 9 Nov; | Montrose Basin A&D 6 Dec was heard but not seen. 


* Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 
Ad Wester Water, Shet 30 Jun was also seen Punds Water 2 Jul, associating with Common Sandpipers. 
Third record for Shetland. See Mellor, M. (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 91-92 for an account of the bird . 
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres 


Winter/spring: NEWS counts in Jan: 181 Fife, 
262 Loth-Bord & 1,346 in Argyll. Further 
drops noted in these counts in Fife & Lothian. 
167 Fraserburgh NE, 103 Dipple shore Ayr, 
| 75 Fetlar Shet and 70 Thurso Caith in Jan; 
+ 518S.Uist coast OH, 250 Angus WeBS A&D, 
217 Ruaig-Caolas, Tiree Arg, 168 Benbecula 
OH & 70 Cairnbulg NE in Feb; 385 S.Uist 
& 176 The Reef, Tiree Arg in Mar; 137 N.Hill, 
Papa Westray Ork in Apr; 167 N.Ronaldsay 
_ in May. 
» 225N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 2-25 May. 


ectpannanypoceemneaehesh 


Area 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 
Fair Isle 
Highland Firths 
Burghead M&N 
Portgordon M&N 
Girdleness NE 
Peterhead NE 
DeveronBr.NE 
N.Forth F 
S.Forth L 

Islay lochsArg 
Clyde Est. Clyde 
Newton Ayr 
L.Ryan D&G 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug SepOct Nov Dec 
72 
69 


133 
SI 


173 


Absent Caith 24 May-31 Jul; Bord 6 May-5 Aug; Clyde 10 May-24 Jul; Ork 4 Jun-11 Aug; Ayr 20 Jun-22 Jul. 
Autumn/winter: 400 N.Uist coast OH & 3 60 Is of May in Aug; 80 Thurso in Sep; 220 Birsay Bay Ork and 
55 Cumbrae Clyde Is in Oct; 270 S.Uist coast, 173 N.Solway WeBS D&G, 100 Egilsay Ork, 93 Cairnbulg & 
90 Burwick, S.Ronaldsay Ork in Nov; 80 Saum shore, Tiree Arg in Dec. 


Inland: 1 Endrick Mouth Clyde 10 May; 1 L.Freuchie P&K 15 May. 


“yy 


~ Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
» Spring: First back OHeb 14 May, Shet 15 May & L.of Banks Ork 24 May. 


Breeding: Shet a very poor breeding season with birds apparently not attempting to breed, possibily due to the 
poor weather, only 15 breeding males was one of lowest in last two decades (37) and only 5-8 juvs are though to 


vi have fledged; OHeb pr seen copulating one sites and with agitated behaviour at another, no evidence of young. 
“, Last seen OHeb site 12 Jul & Shet site 10 Aug. 


Autumn: 2W L.Paible, N.Uist OH 18 Jul. 1 Bu L., Stronsay Ork 16 Aug; 3S from boat Ardnamurchan-Eigg H 


| 28 Aug; 1 juv Collieston A&D 7 Oct. 


_ ment in mid-Oct. Mostly 1-2 birds recorded but 


Phalaropus sp. | from ferry near Canna H 26 Jul & 1 Fife Ness F 5 Oct were thought to be Red-necked 
Phalarope. 


| Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 


Singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 21 Sep, L.a “‘Chumhainn, Mull Arg 25 Sep, Dunnet Bay Caith 12 Oct & Stromness 


) Ork 12-13 Nov. 


-Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 

_ 1 Musselburgh L 19 Jan after a NE gale was the only winter record. 

_ Spring: There were no N.Sea records this spring. 

. Solway: 93 Annan D&G 7 May with 2 there 9 May. Also 1S Campbeltown L. Arg 19 Jun. 

| N.Isles: 1 Papa Westray Ork 13 May; 6N Hermaness Shet 19-20 May, 3 Burrafirth Shet 22 May; 1N Wats 
, Ness Shet 25 May; 1 Stronsay Ork 31 May; | Fair Is 4 Jun. 


OHeb: 95N off OHeb 4-26 May: 59 Aird an Runair, N.Uist, 35 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist & 1 Ardivachar Pt. 
S.Uist. 1 Brora H 26 May. Jul Nov Dec 
Autumn: A very poor year with the main move- 


Area Jun Aug 
N Isles 12 


N Scot - 8 


. 4 best daily counts were: 3 Mull of Galloway D&G 

= 14 Jul; 3 Fife Ness F 11 Aug; 9 Papa Westray 
Ork 22 Aug; 4 Brora H 31 Aug; 4 Fife Ness & 
3 Dunnet Bay Caith 16 Sep; 4 Brora 21 Sep; 

it '44 Hound Pt. L 17 Oct; 3 Kinghorn F 18 Oct; 

APeterhead NE 25 Oct. 

< ‘The best sites were 52 Hound Pt., 25 Fife Ness; 


| NE Scot 


E/C Scot 
SE Scot 


W Scot 
SW Scot 
1998 total 
1997 

1996 


— | 


/ 6 birds each at Musselburgh L, St.Abbs B, Dunnet Bay & Kinghorn (note no breakdown of NE sites). Last 
D&G, MEN Shet, Is of May, Caith were in Sep; Bord 2 Oct; Arg 17 Oct; High & NE 24-25 Oct. Latest 1 
Anstruther F 1 Nov & N.Ronaldsay Ork 10 Nov. 
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 

Winter: | Valleyfield F 4 Jan lingered late into the month. 1 Society L 9 Jan. 
Spring: First Rubha Beag H 31 Mar. Then Caith 2 Apr; OHeb, M&N & D&G 12-14 Apr; Shet, Fair Is, Ork, a 
& NE 18-22 Apr; Arg & A&D 1-13 May. i 
228N OHeb 13 Apr-25 May, mostly 20-25 May with 149 Aird an Runair, N.Uist & 71 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Ui, 
Little sign of passage elsewhere. | 
Breeding: There was a drop in AOTs at monitored sites in the N&W Isles but most of the decline occurred on Fair Ie 
where there was a drop of 31.6%, the lowest level since 1987 at least. Elsewhere on Shetland numbers generally \- 
creased, especially at Colvadale, Unst. There was a slight increase on Noss to 10prs but still lower than 1990-96 leve. 
On Orkney numbers fell back to 1996 levels, the largest decline occurring on S.Hoy. Predation of chicks and fledgling 
by Great Skuas, combined with the lack of food and persistently wet and windy weather resulted in the lowest product; 
ity on Shetland & Orkney since 1990. | 


| AOT Foula Shet Fairls Orkney Handa Total 
1998 114 132 127 32 472 


Shetland AOTs MBP Orkney AOTs MBP | 
1998 199 0.15 127 0.24] 
1997 209 0.56 1229 1177 
201 0.58-1.26 229 


1997 117 111 129 30 485 
3%  +19% -32% 2%  +1% 


c.100 chicks were reared on Foula but many were predated mostly after fledging. A similar fate awaited 60 large chicks\t 
Fair Is where just 9 survived , an MBP of 0.13. Overall productivity on Shetland was well below the 1990-97 average.\) 
chicks fledged from 127 AOTs on Orkney, a similarly poor rate. 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


Ork total of 245prs bred; OHeb N.Uist- 21 prs L.Fada, 8prs L.Huna, Sprs L.Portain, pr Stromay; Benbecul 

6prs L.Uacrach area & 2prs Rossinish; Caith noted c.4 sites but no evidence of success; Arg 20prs Coll. 

Autumn: Apparently an early departure, presumably due to breeding failures, with the bulk of the birds passt} 
through in Aug rather than Sep. 

Aves Jun ‘Jul First Loth, Fife & Is of May 1-9 Jun; Arg, Ad) 

NScot 10 1 : & M&N 11-26 Jun; D&G, Clyde & Bord|a 

NEScot 1 9571 12 Jul. 


E/C Scot 3 : ; 
SE Scot | 1 inland at Lochcraig Res. Clyde 13 Jul. 


W Scot 4 : Last Shet 1 Sep; Fair Is 21 Sep; Caith 27 Si; 
SW Scot - - = M&N Bord, Ayr & OHeb 2-14 Oct; Clyde 
es foul : Is of May 22-28 Oct. 
1996 34 ; 13 Girdleness NE 13 Jul; 55 Peterhead NE} 
18 Jul; 18 Fife Ness F 1 Aug; 32 Fife Nis 

22 Aug; 16 Collieston NE & 26 Peteicad 23 Aug; 35 Hound Pt. L & 20 Kinghorn 24 Aug; 24W Loss}: 
mouth 27 Aug; 63 Fife Ness 28 Aug; 28 Hound Pt. 29 Aug; 25 Kinghorn, 26 Arbroath A&D & 15 Fishtown|’ 
Usan A&D 31 Aug; 27 Hound Pt. 2 Sep; 52 Hound Pt. 30 Sep; 14N Arbroath 2 Oct. | 
Winter: Late birds: 1 Oban ferry Arg 12 Nov; 1 Johnshaven NE 13 Nov; 1 Chanonry Pt. H 14 Nov; 3E Kinghcl \ 
15 Nov; Lunan Bay A&D 24 Nov 1 Fife Ness | Dec. | 


Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 
Spring: 1 Firth Ork 5 May; 5 Annan D&G 7 May. 27N OHeb during 9-26 May included 13 Rhuba Ardvu, 
S.Uist, 9 Aird an Runair, N.Uist & 5 Greian Head, Burra. 5 Brough of Birsay Ork 18 May; 1N Hermaness Sk; 5 
20 May with 2N there 25 May; 36N Wats Ness Shet & 2N Ronas Hill Shet 24 May; 1N Fair Is 27 May. 4 
Autumn: A very poor autumn with most birds limited to the Firth of Forth & none seen on W coast. h 


Ad Hermaness 31 Jul-2 Aug; 1 Lunan Bay A&) 
Area Jun Jul Oct Nov Dec Total 3 Aug; | Brora H 9 Aug. 


. oa : : : : Small wave of c.37 birds 22-30 Aug , max 15 Pal 


E/C Scot : : Westray Ork, 7W Musselburgh L 22 Aug, 4) 
SE Scot - Barns Ness L 24 Aug, 4 Earlshall Muir F| 
1998 total 27 Aug & 2W Fife Ness F on 29 Aug. 2 <0 


ne Pt. L 5 Sep; | Brora 6 Sep; | Boddam A&D | 
13 Sep; 1 Fife Ness 18 Sep with 2 there 19 S¢ 


| Fair Is 20 Sep; 1 Longman H, | Hound Pt. & 1 Sumburgh Head Shet 30 Sep. 1 Mains of Usan A&D 2 Oct | 
Hound Pt. 17 Oct. Ad with whiter underparts at Hound Pt. 27 Aug was considered to be of the race S./.pallescé) | 
from the area between Greenland & Eastern Siberia. 


| 


1996 


AE VRIES ERE EE PE PE DE ND DEO UE pa TNT NERY UN en BET SO 
_ Great Skua Catharacta skua 
_ Winter: 1 Kirkwall Bay Ork 26 Mar & 1 Burray Ork 29 Mar. 
A Spring: First Rubha Beag H 21 Apr; OHeb, Shet & Fair Is 24-29 Mar. Then NE 8 Apr; D&G & Caith 14-20 
_ Apr; Is of May, Forth, Arg & Fife 11-27 May. 155N OHeb 26 Mar-26 May with 131 Aird an Runair, N.Uist & 
i$ 19 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist. No other significant movements noted. 
Jun birds seen in Caith, Clyde, Loth & Is of May. 
sh Breeding: While numbers on Shetland stayed fairly constant at monitored sites there was a 48% decease on Fair Isle & 
\It @ 10% decrease on Orkney. On Shetland numbers were little changed on Fetlar (S9AOTs), were higher than recently on 
tl Foula but increased by 55% to 17%prs on Mousa. 
in§ Several dead adults were found on Fair Isle and there were signs of cannibalism of chicks and juvs, suggesting food 
“l\ shortages there. Numbers were higher at monitored sites and generally on Orkney. Numbers were significantly higher on 
- Handa. 
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AOTs Shetland Fair Isle Orkney Handa Total 
1998 259 79 318 165 801 


Shetland AOTs MBP Orkney AOTs MBP 
1998 318 0.60 143 0.24 
1997 235 152 387 116 890 
change +2% -48% -10% +42% -10% 


1997 387 0.65 123 0.85 
1996 536 0.68-1.13 102 0.41-1.11 


‘sq Despite the food shortages on Fair Isle an MBP (chicks fledged/AOT) of 1.00 was better than all monitored sites on 
v.41 Shetland which varied between 0.26 on Yell to 0.73 on Unst and was significantly lower than all years since 1990. Poor 
weather and food shortages were blamed. The only exception was Foula where production was the best for several years 
with less dependency on feeding on sandeels and birds and more on clupeids and whitefish. 
tll, Success was also poor on Orkney, the lowest since 1990 for much the same reasons. The worst success was on S.Hoy 
. | where 29prs fledged just 3 chicks. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
ssi Ork 215 nests noted; OHeb birds present at colonies at St.Kilda & Gress, Lewis but no counts, possibly nesting 
, on Benbecula & Vatersay; High S5prs Longa Is., 2prs Pt. of Stoer were not thought to be defending a territory. 
At), Arg pr bred Coll, pr with chick Treshnish Is. is first successful breeding at this site. 
id Autumn: First Arg, NE & Clyde 5-13 Jul; M&N, Ayr & Bord 18-23 Jul. 
111S OHeb 3 Aug-14 Oct with 46 Rhuba Ardvule, 23 Grimnish Pt. N.Uist & 16 Butt of Lewis. 


IL | Passage birds mostly totals of 1-5: max Mei Wun Su Aue Sep OA Nov. Dee Toll 


Sa counts: 14 Girdleness NE 13 Jul; 17 Peter- NScot 16 122 106 23 340 
vel) head NE on 14 Jul; 330S Marwick Head NE Scot >18 386 +38 145 

‘Ork on 2 Aug; 25 Strathy Pt. H 15 Aug; E/C Scot P10 Ot) 346 
\f 12N South Head Caith 20 Aug; 37 Peter- a hm 2 
| : ; : W Scot 18 3 30 
ee head 22 Aug; 10 Girdleness & 10 Kinnaird SW Scot 4 16 
xt} Head NE on 24 Aug; 15 Fife Ness F on 25 1998 24 70 481 883 
wm’! Aug; 26 Strathy Pt. 26 Aug; 21W Lossie- 1997 10-23 578 958 


mouth M&N 16 Sep; 153E Hound Pt. L& 1990 21 354 1013 
rol 11N St.Abbs B 30 Sep; 67E Hound Pt. & 49E/SW Kinghorn F 1 Oct. 
Last M&N, Bord, Ayr & Is of May 1-7 Oct; A&D, Arg & Caith 16-23 Oct; Shet, Fair Is & NE 3-8 Nov; OHeb 
—}| 10 Nov. 
Winter: singles Chanonry Pt. H 5 Dec; N.Ronaldsay Ork 10 Dec; Kinshaldy F 15 Dec, Musselburgh L 19 Dec, 
ri Balmossie A&D 26 Dec, then Copinsay Pass Ork, Scolpaig, N.Uist OH & Kinghorn F 30 Dec. 
th] See Booth, C.J. (1999) Orkney Bird Report 1998: 101-104 for an account of a breeding study on Hoy. 
ay. 
_* Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 
yA. | Winter: Ad Musselburgh-Pinkie L | Area 
1997 to 24 Feb; 2nd-w LevenmouthF | N Isles 
\% 1997 to 31 Jan, with another there 6 | N Scot 
w:/ Jan; ad Girdleness NE 3 & 19 Jan, 8 | Nice 
fia (&i4 Feb; 2 1st-w Kinghorn F 6 Jan; | op ae 
)' | 2nd-w Doonfoot Ayr 9 Jan-15 Mar; ad | W Scot 
\(J’ \Barassie Ayr 9 Jan-11 Mar; 2nd-w Bar- | SW Scot 
sl assie Ayr 20 Jan-24 Feb; Ist-w Strath- | 1998 
)1(i| clyde L. Clyde 8 Feb; Ist-w Finnies- Pee 
lat (ton Clyde 17 Feb; ad Levenmouth & 


| Gnghorn 22 Feb; 1 Castlehill Caith 27 Feb; 2ads Saltcoats Ayr & ad Kinghorn 6 Mar; ad Doonfoot 20 Mar; 
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2nd-w Mallaig H 28 Mar. 

Spring: ad Strathbeg NE 5-6 Apr; Ist-w Levenmouth 5 Apr-2 May; | Glencaple D&G 24 May; 
Breeding: Ad N.Ronaldsay Ork 25 Apr-31 Jul was seen alongside a Common Gull nest which hatched at leg 
one chick; ad at BH Gull colony Dyce NE 30 May. 
Autumn: ad Barassie | Aug; as Levenmouth 13-19 Aug; ad Musselburgh-Pinkie 5 Sep to 1999; ad Stronsay Oj, 
10 Sep; Ist-w Is of May 13 Sep; 1 Kyle of Durness H 20 Sep; Ist-w Belhaven L 28 Sep; ad Girdleness 1 O« 
2nd-w Hound Pt. L 17 Oct; Ist-w Musselburgh 18 Oct; ad Donmouth NE 24 Oct; new ad & Ist-w Levenmou 
27 Oct with ad to 1999; Ist-w Lossie Est. M&N 31 Oct-1 Nov; 
Winter: ad Balmossie A&D 2 Nov; 2nd-w Levenmouth 3 Nov; 2nd-w Kildalloig Bay Arg 7 Nov; ad N. Ronalds| 
19-22 Nov was presumably the summering bird returning; ad Barassie 30 Nov-1999; ad Donmouth 29 Nov 
2 Dec; new as Levenmouth 11 Dec; ad Strathclyde L. 13 Dec; as Cramond L 16 Dec; 2nd-w Broughty Fer 
A&D 29-30 Dec with ad on 30 Dec. 
Ad Leven in Aug had been colour-ringed as a pullus in Holland in Jun 1994 and since been reported fre 
Sunderland in 1994 & in Holland in spring 1997 & 1998. 

[1997] Ad Denfind P. A&D 4-5 Oct, probably same Arbroath & East Seaton to 9 Nov. 


* Laughing Gull Larus atricilla 

Ist-w to Ist-s Dunrossness Shet 17 Mar to 2 Aug; Ist-w Cliad, Coll Arg 28 Nov. 

Second for Argyll & fourth for Shetland. Photo: Shet bird - Birding World 11: 128, :206 & 247; also Birding Scotland |: 14 
a 
* Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan | 
Ist-s Hillwell Shet 15 May. 

Fourth for Shetland. BBRC suspect this was the same bird as in Norfolk on 10 May & Lincolnshire on 13 Mc 


Little Gull Larus minutus 


Area JF MAM J J A S O ND Toul Angus/Fife area: 
N Isles 1 = |i 2 - 1 11 | Worst year since 1994 in Fife. 


WiIsles- Best Jan-Mar numbers were 
Set : 2 / a St.Andrews F 19 Jan, otherwise mos| 
1-4 birds. March was particulai 
24 | quiet. Spring build-up started early w! 
25 30 | 50 Monikie A&D 10 Apr, 11 Budd 
= hrC—~™—t—SCsCséCB | Burn A&D 28 Apr & 10 Goosepm 
: 3511750 731 236 92 105 3700 F 25 May but numbers generally p 
until Jul. Main site was Monikie with 124 on 3 Jul, rising to 164 on 16 Jul & 247 by 29 Jul with 10 Forfar 
A&D 25 Jul, 10 Eden Est. F 30 Jul & 26 Arbroath A&D 2 Aug. Passage also picked up with 38 Fife Ness LY ( 
31 Jul & 150 Arbroath Bay A&D 3 Aug. 
The largest numbers were in mid-Aug to early Sep with 256 Fife Ness 27 Aug, 201 there 30 Aug, 500 Arbro 
Bay 4 Sep then dropping to 150 on 11 Sep. Good numbers Fife Ness into mid-month with 66 on 16 Sep & 70 
19 Sep. Elsewhere in Fife: 45 Kingsbarns 29 Aug; 32 Anstruther 30 Aug; 54 Eden Est. 3 Oct & 42 on 24 c 
Mostly single figure counts thereafter except 100 Broughty Ferry A&D on 26 Dec. 
Elsewhere in Scotland: The poor numbers off the Tay/Forth areas were reflected elsewhere. 
In the Jan-Jul period mostly 1-2 birds other than 11 Musselburgh L 18 Jan; 8 L.of Strathbeg NE 8 May; 
Skinflats Forth 21 & 24 May; 3 Stronsay Ork 28 Jun; 4 Garmouth M&N 28 Jun-23 Jul. | 
1-3 birds continued to dominate Aug-Dec except for 10 from the MV Gardyloo in the Firsth of Forth on 18 Ay 
25 Dougarie, Arran Clyde Is 28 Oct & 36 Johnshaven NE 13 Nov & 4W Seafield L 14 Nov. 
oe ee 
* Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini 
1 Pettycur Bay F 30 Jul; 1st-s Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH 15 Aug; juv Dunnet Sands Caith 4 Sep; 2 1st-s Doirlil 
Head, Barra OH 9 Sep; 1 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 8 Sep; ad Fair Is 14 Sep; juv Fishtown of Usan A&D 22 Sep; 1 Fi 
Ness F 26 Sep; juv South Queensferry L 30 Sep. | 
12 autumn birds, a more typical year than the bumper year in 1997. 


21 
38 2 79 


SE 12 

W Scot 1 

SW Scot 1 - 1 

Totals 50 4 189 145 4 


3 
1 
7 
| E/C 34 185 128 27 45 101 3526 
- - 1 
2 
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- * Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philidelphia 
~ 1st-s Musselburgh L 17 Aug & 9 Sep; juv St.Mary’s Bay Ork | Sep; juv N.Ronaldsay Ork 13 Sep; Ist-w 
4 Broughty Ferry A&D 26-30 Dec. First records for Lothian and Angus & Dundee. 
See Hickman, B. (1999) Lothian Bird Report 1998: 124 for account of Lothian bird & Green, S.R. (2000) Angus & Dundee Bird 
i Report 1998: 60-61 for account of Angus & Dundee bird. 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
 Winter/spring: 2,700 Hirsel L. B, 2,000 Musselburgh L, 1,500 Culross F & 1,200 Tweedbank P. B in Jan; 3,260 
| R.Nith D&G, 2,500 Levenmouth F, 2,000 Hogganfield L. Clyde, 2,000 Drumchapel Clyde, 1,650 Duck Bay, 
; i L.Lomond Clyde, 1,500 L.of Hundland Ork, 1,500 Barassie Ayr & 1,200 Merryton Clyde in Feb; 3,800 Langbank 
Clyde, 3,350 Hule Moss B, 3,000 Strathclyde L. Clyde & 3,000 Castle L. D&G, 2,300 Carsebeck P&K in 
© Mar; 4,100 Folly L. B & 1,300 L.Garten H in Apr. Max elsewhere: 450 OHeb, 900 Caith, 900 M&N, 300 A&D 
& 392 Arg. 

* Breeding: There were slight (12%) increases at monitored colonies in West Scotland where in contrast to recent years 
there was no marked difference in productivity between colonies predated by Mink (MBP 0.25) and colonies where Mink 
were controlled (0.21). Productivity has been generally poor in the area for years with a mean of just 0.25 (1992-97). 
™' In Shetland production was the best in the last three years on Fetlar while in Orkney Mainland c.100prs fledged about 

» 60 young (0.60). In NE Scotland an industrial site which held c.50prs in 1995 had increased to 1,050prs and in 1998 had 
a MBP of 0.75. A return to the Sands of Forvie site by 18prs managed a MBP of 0.22. 

|! © Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
= - Shet most Mainland colonies 
‘fared poorly; Ork 1,053prs at 4 
sites, max 462 nests Mill Dam, 
i » Shapinsay; OHeb N.Uist 8sites 
~ held c.130prs & c.44 young 
“fledged, S.Uist 2 sites held 49prs; 
High 1,520 nests Insh Marshes, 2 
other sites noted; M&N 7 sites 
held 211prs; NE breeding noted 
ij at 8 sites; A&D juvs formed 19% 
of 186 birds at Forfar L. in Jul; 
 ) Fife 119prs Gaddon L. nested but 
ti all failed, Letham gravel pits man- 
! | aged to fledged 11 young, the only 
|_| young seen; Forth 95prs at 2 sites; 
i Loth 8 sites with c.2,000prs at 3 
li \\sites & despite 2 sites failing, good pid i < 
_ numbers of young at the others; Black-headed Gulls - Bemersyde 1999: Ray Murray 


ro i 


" ) Bord 1,239prs at 12 sites, 3 small sites failed, no census at Bemersyde but in Jul counts juvs formed 48.5% of 
"| 1,421 loafing birds, 46% of 1,099 birds at Folly L. & 21% of 216 birds at Selkirk Race Course; Clyde Is | site; 
i Clyde 1,803prs at 9 sites, a 6% increase over sites also counted in 1997, MBP 1.24 at Barscube but just 8 young 
from 160 nests Harelaw Dam; Ayr bred 2 sites; D&G 368prs at 3 sites. 
"| First chicks Shet 1 Jun; Clyde 20 Jun. 
' | Autumn/winter: 800 Levenmouth in Jul; 2,600 Dumbuck Clyde, 2,000 Musselburgh in Aug; 1,500 Drip Carse 
Forth & 1,300 Caerlaverock D&G in Sep; 3,500 Hule Moss, 2,000 Musselburgh, 2,000 Merryton & 1,870 
i ! Hoselaw L. B in Oct; 2,900 Hirsel L., 2,800 Balgray Res. Clyde & 1,200 Inverugie NE in Nov; 7,400 Hogganfield 
_ L., 6,500 Tay Est. A&D & 1,400 Craigmaddie Res. Clyde in Dec. 
- “Max elsewhere: 280 Shet, 500 Is of May, 468 Forth & 194 Arg. 


* Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

a | Ad Stromness Ork from 1997 to 30 Jan; 2nd-w Kinnaird Head NE 4 Feb; 2nd-w Strathclyde L. Clyde 15 Nov 
‘nto 1999: ad Doonfoot Ayr 3 Dec. 

| Seventh record for Ayrshire. 
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Common Gull Larus canus 
Winter/spring: 3,000 Voy Ork, 2,000 Whiteadder Res. L in Jan; 6,000 St. John’s L. Caith, 5,000 Rothesay, But 
Clyde Is, 4,000 Musselburgh L, 3,500 Portmore L. B, 2,500 Barassie Ayr, 1,500 L.of Hundland Ork & 1,00) 


IM 


Bavelaw L in Feb; 2,600 Carsebeck P&K in Mar. 1,200 Hound Pt. L 25 Feb. 1,400N Peterhead NE 14 Ap) M 


Breeding: In NE/M&N 17,900 nests Mortlach Hill of which 13,300 were active indicated no significant change fro} 


1995 & 1988/89 although the area of the colony had halved since 1988/89. Only 10 active nest were found at ] i 


Correen Hill colony which was known to have declined from the 24,600 nests (14,200 active ) in 1988/89 & 6,400 nes 


(2,800 active) in 1995. This decline has not been matched with an increase elsewhere. The Bluemill colony had nq_\\ 


changed much with 4,000 nests (2,500 active) in 1995 now holding 3,250 nests (2,600 active). 

In Western Scotland colonies there was a 15.4% increase , in part as a result of the control of Mink predation. Th 
increase in numbers breeding at non-controlled sites was 7% compared with 21% where Mink were removed at the sta! 
of the season. Productivity was also higher at 14 controlled sites with MBP of 0.89 compared with 0.40 at 10 colonieé 
with no control, four of which failed completely 24 smaller sites with 64 prs and no control fledged just 2 chicks (MB| 
0.03). Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 

Shet low success with Hill of Wormadale failing due to Ferret predation; Fair Is 8prs had MBP 0.60; Or 
c.1,392 prs bred at 14 sites; OHeb 275 nests at 10 sites on N.Uist & Benbecula; Caith 3 sites; High c.270p1 
at 10- sites with Nigg colony increasing to 73 prs with MBP 1.73 at 27 sample nests, nearby 75prs at Alness ha! 
MBP of c.1.50; M&N 124 at 5 sites; NE 5 sites noted including some roof nesters at Dyce; A&D 2 sites; Fort 
35prs at 2 sites; Loth 11 nests at 3 sites including 5 roof nests at Granton; Bord c.33prs Megget Res with 7 
juvs; Clyde 306prs at 36sites; Ayr 6sites; D&G 4 sites, include a nest 6m up birch tree at L.Ken. 

First fledged A&D 24 Jun; OHeb 30 Jun; Bord 7 Jul. 

Autumn/winter: 2,200 Holm Ork & 2,000 Fair Is in Aug; 1,100 Caerlaverock D&G in Sep; 4,200 West Wate 
Res. B & 2,700. Minto B in Oct; 2,200 Eddleston B in Nov; 3,000 Broughty Ferry A&D, 1,500 Strathclyde : 
Clyde, 1,500 Caerlaveock, 1,100 Wabister, S.Ronaldsay Ork & 1,000 Castle L. D&G in Dec. 

See Mitchell, P.I. & Thompson, K.R. (1999) Moray & Nairn Bird Report 1998: 92-93 for account of the Mortlach Hills birds. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
Winter/spring: Wintering birds: P&K (2), Forth (7), Fife (c.16), Loth (18), Bord (6), Arg (8), Clyde (c.350), Ay 


(14), D&G (82). Best counts: 16 Barr L. Clyde 13 Jan; 113 Waulkmill Glen Res. Clyde 23 Jan; 170 Balgral | 


Res. Clyde 30 Jan; 6 Gretna D&G & 11 Wigtown Bay D&G 14 Feb. 
First arrivals: Ork 13 Feb; Clyde & NE 21 Feb; P&K & Shet 21 Feb; High, A&D, Bord, Caith, Clyde Is, M&l 
& OHeb 1-12 Mar. 700 Strathclyde L. Clyde 8 Mar; 403 Balgray Res. 18 Mar; 523 Barr L. Clyde 21 Mar; 23 
Doonfoot Ayr 24 Mar; 52 Duddingston L. L 31 Mar. 

Breeding: Numbers the only monitored colony in SE Scotland, the Is of May, changed little (-0.5%) from 1997. In Argy 
(SW Scotland) the ranges for 8 colonies overlapped with the figures from 1997 suggesting a slow decline. This wa 
certainly more marked in two smaller colonies. On Canna failures were evident early on and occupied territorié 


SW Scot MBP SEScot MBP dropped from 43 to 33prs. Significant mortality amongst adu 
1533 0.71 and juvenile birds on Canna may have been associated wii 


1540 0.72 botulism. 
1996 850-1250 1641 0.88 Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


Shet no chicks seen at Hildasay colony, elsewhere season considered poor; Fair Is 17prs bred but starvatio, 
seemed to a major cause of chick death and only 10 fledged; Ork 243prs Birsay Moors, 206 prs Hobbistel 
OHeb 25prs on main islands and 135 AOTs & 58 nests on Hirta, St.Kilda; High 45prs Eigg (50) were ver 
successful, 13 nests L.Ewe; M&N only single pairs at 3 sites with 200 inland over Tips of Carsemaul site; P&E 
huge colony at Choire Odhair has now vanished; Fife 20prs Moss Morran; Firth of Forth 2,270 nests (includin| 
Is of May); Forth bred 3 sites, mainly on roofs with 120prs Menstrie bonds; Loth 41prs bred on roods at min 
5 sites; Bord 2prs Eyemouth roofs failed; Arg 96 nests Sanda Is (66), 5prs Treshnish Is & 227 birds at 3 sites 0} 
Colonsay: Clyde Is 3 mixed colonies on Bute with c.1,200 birds; Clyde 780 nests at 14 colonies, mostly 0) 
factory roofs, a 7.5% decrease since 1997, partly due to persecution; Ayr 2,351 nests in mixed colony Horse } 
(some Herring Gull) & 65 nests at 5 other sites. First young noted Clyde 10 Jun. 
Summer/autumn: 750 Eaglesham Clyde in Jun; 108 Levenmouth F in Jul; 205 Millichen Clyde, 123 Cambusmor 
Forth in Aug; 250 Whittlemuir Res. Clyde, 190 Newton F, 146 Edinburgh lochs L, 130 Doonfoot, 121 Crm) 
shore L, in Sep; 520 Hule Moss B in Oct; 470 Balgray Res. in Nov. | 
| 


Last birds M&N & NE 2-3 Oct; Fair Is & Arg 22-25 Oct; Ayr & Bord 7 Nov. 
Dec birds: 320 Balgray Res., 210 Strathclyde L., 20 West Ferry Clyde, 11 Kinneil Forth, 3 Moss Morran, 
Cramond & singles OHeb, Fife (3), Forth, Loth (5) & D&G 
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7 Lfjfuscus (N&C Scandinavia) 1 Musselburgh 22 Jul; 1 L.of Wester Caith 5 Sep; 
i Lf intermedius (S.Scandinavia) 1 Doonfoot 7 Mar; 1 Crantit Ork 23 Mar; 1 St./John’s Pool Caith 12 May with 
j 2there 18 May & singles 10 Jun & 25 Jul; 1 Guardbridge F 12 Aug; 1 Auchorn Caith 16 Aug; 2 Virkie Shet on 
» 4 Sep; 2 Musselburgh 19 Nov. 
Mn 
h Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
it Winter/spring: NEWS 4,852 in Loth-Bord but only 329 in Argyll in Jan. 
” 8,000 Longannet F, 5,800 Fallin Forth, 5,200 Kinneil Forth & 1,900 Millichen Clyde in Jan; 4,000 Nigg Bay 
NE in Feb; 2,000 Strathclyde L. Clyde in Mar; 2,000 St.Andrews F & 1,500 Uyeasound Shet in Apr; 
Breeding: In Western Scotland counts on Mingulay & Berneray show a 90% decline to 40prs since 1985. On the 
7 mainland Argyll overall numbers were stable although there was variation between colonies. Colonies with Mink control 
2 average MBP 1.07 (7 sites with 757 nests) compared with 0.34 at sites (25 sites with 2,507 nests) with no control. At 14 
sites with active Mink just 3 chicks fledged from 1,311 nests. Canna fared better with MBP 0.75 from 181 nests in a study 
plot. 
u on Shetland 300prs on Hildasay failed completely although other sites had a few chicks. In NE Scotland the Forvie 
‘colony increased substantially to 575prs (489). A rooftop colony in Aberdeen had a MBP of 2.35, valid reason for birds 
|| switching to these sites. There was little change around the Firth of Forth although St.Abbs Head continued to fall and 
tl now stand at 33% of the late 1980s figure (birds have switched to roof breeding in nearby Eyemouth [Ed.]). Success of 
|) Is of May at MBP 0.56 was poor. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
‘Shet Lerwick-Gulberswick hill colony expands, but poor season Scalloway; Fair Is only 26-30 fledged due to 
‘starvation; Ork c.330 nests at 8 sites; OHeb 180prs in 4 areas; Caith pr roof nested Wick; High 1,251prs 
if Canna, 450prs Eigg (500) with many juvs reared despite later mortality amongst them in Jul, 1 roof nest Rosemarkie 
| | M&N 472 AOTs along whole coastline & inland 32prs Kinloss & 200 birds over Tips of Corsemaul; Firth of 
Forth 4,265 nests with 2,607 Is of May; Forth 12 Menstrie roofs; Loth 76 roof nests at 4 sites; Bord 170 AOTs 
»& 65 nests Eyemouth roofs fledged MBP 2.2, 149 AOTs St.Abbs village fledged MBS 2.0; Arg 181 nests 
= ‘Ireshnish Is (97), 450 birds at 3 sites Colonsay & 710 nests Sanda Is. (c.50% numbers in 1988); Clyde 141prs 
at 9 sites; Ayr 685prs Downan-Finnarts with 20 at 3 other sites; D&G 157prs at 4 sites. 
4 )Autumn/winter: 2,500 Peterhead NE, 4,451 Girdleness NE & 2,000 Musselburgh L in Aug; 1,600 N.Commonside 
n ‘Clyde & 1,490 Caerlaverock D&G in Sep; 3,000 Drumkinnon Bay Clyde in Oct; 1,500 Fair Is in Nov; 3,000 
Fallin, 3,000 Anstruther F, 3,000 Strathclyde L. & 1,500 Tullibody Forth in Dec. 
i! “.a.argentatus most of 470 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Jan were of this race; | Musselburgh L 7 Jan; 1 Peerie Sea Ork 
i 23 Jan, 2 there 10 Feb; 1 Garnock floods Ayr 8 Feb; 1 Kirkwall Ork 25 Feb; 1 Stromness Ork 28 Feb; | Angle 
Park F 9 Mar-23 Apr; | Musselburgh 9 Oct; 2 Linlithgow L.L 12 Nov; most of 850 N.Ronaldsay on 29 Nov; 
y +5 Speymouth M&N in Dec; 2 L.Spynie M&N 29 Dec; | Ferny Ness L 30 Dec. 
» erring Gulls with yellow-legs but otherwise typical L.a.argenteus plumage were seen at Sighthill, Edinburgh L 
7 15-16 Jan & Kinghorn F 8 Mar. 


' * Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 

,.c.michahellis Singles Soa Pt., Tiree Arg 23 Feb; Blairbowie Ayr 20 Apr, probably same as Martnaham L. 

)\yr 8 May; Ugie Est. NE 15 Aug. 

* celand Gull Larus glaucoides 

| Area IF MAM jJ J AS O ND Iotal 

| | Ninter/spring: Mostly 1-2 birds but 3 ae : ; 

! %eterhead NE 3 Jan; 6 Lerwick Shet 6 N Scot : 

1 Mar; 4 Strathclyde L. Clyde 9 Mar; 3 

‘Thurso Caith 13 Mar. Last birds Ork, 

\ (fe & D&G, 4-16 Apr; Forth, Clyde 

* ‘zLoth 19-26 Apr; NE 5 May; High 10 
“May; Ayr & Arg 12-13 May. 

j sun/Jul records: Shet (2), OHeb, Caith 

2 12), M&N (2). 


wtumn/winter: First Caith 1 Aug; OHeb 11 Aug; Clyde & Shet 19-21 Sep; Ork, High & Arg 16-19 Oct; Loth 
Nov; Ayr 13 Nov; M&N 22 Nov; NE & Bord in Dec. 
fostly singles except up to 4 birds at Lerwick & 2 Shewalton Ayr in Dec. 
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Kumlien’s Gull Larus g. kumlieni 

1 Stornoway OH 1997 to 14 Apr.; 3rd-s N.Ronaldsay Ork 21 Jun. Second record for Orkney. | 

[1997] 1 Stornoway OH 13 Dec to 1998. l 
[1996] 1 Tingwall Shet 2nd-s 12 Jun. 

This form is no longer being considered by the BBRC as it is impossible to clearly define the boundaries of th) 
form with respect to Iceland Gull and Thayer's Gull L.g.thayeri. In effect Kumlien’s is an intergrade between| 
two ends of the Iceland/Thayer’s cline. | 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus | 


Winter/spring: Mostly 1-2 birg 
> with 5 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Jan; } ) 
Foula Shet 9 Jan- 5 Feb; 3 Eshanes) 
Shet 23 Jan; 3 Scatness Shet on 1 
Feb; 3 Ardrossan Ayr 7 Mar; 4-5 Fa 
Is 8 -12Mar. 

Last Clyde & Loth 3-5 Apr; Fair Is ¢ 
Fife 15-20 Apr; Caith, High, Arg ( 
Shet 20-31 May. 

Jun/Jul records Shet (2), OHel 
M&N, NE & Ayr 

Autumn/winter: First birds Shet, A&D, Ayr & Fair Is 23-29 Sep; Ork 1 Oct; Loth 12 Oct; High, NE & Cai) 
25-30 Oct; Arg 10 Nov; Bord & Fife in Dec. 
10 Skaw, Unst Shet 31 Oct & 3 N.Ronaldsay 17 Dec were the only records of more than 2 birds together. | 
Presumed hybrid Glaucous x Herring Gulls seen (1st-w) Marwick Ork 4 Jan & Brora H mid-Jul to Aug. 
ee 
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus | 
Winter/spring: 600 Foula Shet, 400 L.of Strathbeg NE, 240 Lendalfoot Ayr, 187 Longannet F, 160 Horse 
Ayr & 158 Hirsel L. B in Jan; 170 L.Feochan Arg in Feb; 130 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg in Mar. 

Breeding: At monitored sites in W. Scotland there was little overall change from 1997. Counts at remote Hebride, 
islands including the Flannans, Mingulay & Berneray indicate a population decline since the 1980s. 
Within Clive Crake’s study area in Argyll & Lochaber breeding success at 48 nests at 9 sites where Mink were controll, 
was MBP 1.25, compared to 1.11 at 266 nests at 27 sites where there was no control. Breeding success on Can 
averaged MBP 1.31. In Shetland the numbers on Noss were the poorest recorded since 1986 and production suffer, 
from Great Skua predation. Success on Shetland was generally poor. On Orkney 1,250-1,360 adults were recorded 
Copinsay, similar to 1994 (1,390) & 1996 (1,065). The Nigg colony declined for the first time since it formed in 19% 
Success there was high at MBP 2.1. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
Fair Is few chicks fledged due to poor season; Ork c.1,296prs at 17 sites, max 900 in Copinsay Is.; OH 
1,000prs N.Rona; High 104prs Nigg, 86prs Canna, 39 nests L.Ewe, 18prs Eigg (18); M&N 13prs at 5 site 
NE 3 nested on Aberdeen roofs; Firth of Forth 19prs on 5 islands with 14prs Is of May which all fledged chick 
Loth 4 roof nests Granton; Arg 136 nests Treshnish Is, 32 nests Sanda Is. & 10 birds Oronsay; Clyde 23 ne 
L.Thom; Ayr 76prs at 4 sites with min 60prs Horse Is.; D&G 14prs at 4 sites. 

Autumn/winter: 250 Strathlene M&N in Jul; 397 Findhorn Bay M&N & 114 Musselburgh Lin Aug; 652 Loss 
Est. M&N, 385 Kinnaber A&D & 340 Eigg H in Sep; 1,500 L.of Spiggie Shet, 538 Strathbeg, 300 Sandwo( 
H, 200 Is of May & 162 West Water Res. B in Oct; 2,500 Fair Is, 1,050 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 670 Inverugie N 
281 St.Abbs B & 160 Lendalfoot in Nov. | 
ee 
* Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea 
Ad Lerwick Shet 16 Jan-22 Mar & L.of Tingwall Shet 28 Apr-22 May. /4th record for Shetland. 
Photos: Jan bird Birding World 11: 3 & cover of Birding Scotland 1(2), photo of the spring bird Birding World 11:169 & 466. | 
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 
Winter/spring: 600 Kinghorn F 8 Feb; 4,900 (345/hr) Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH on 7 dates in Apr; 600/hr Fi 
Ness F 19 May. 

Breeding: Counts in NE Scotland produced evidence of further declines since 1995 with Troup & Lion’s Head falling 

28% to 14,306 nests while the Boddam-Cruden Bay section fell by 31% to 12,723 nests. Annually monitored : 
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| showed a 9.5% drop since 1997. Similar declines since the early 1990s have also been seen in SE Scotland and at some 
Orkney Mainland and Shetland. It was noted at St.Abbs Head B however that there were many more adults around the 
©» colonies than nests counted, suggesting that these sites carried considerable numbers of birds electing not to breed. 
| Future work on Is of May may resolve this issue. Numbers also declined in SW Scotiand but were unchanged at moni- 
j tored sites further north on the W coast. However a count on Bororay, St.Kilda OH showed a 60% decline from 1987. 
This fits similar trends seen on Berneray OH. Small increases were noted on Sula Sgeir. 


‘hig 
nig 
-|AON SE SW Ork N_ NE 


m1998 =: 13107:=«s«1177 3 872 746 1468 
| 1997 20745 1279 953) 827 1622 


SW NW Shet Ork N_ NE 
083 0.94 006 085 092 019 
O74 078. 028 105 026 023 


996 20596 = 1082 : ee 0.86 1.05 061 1.14 0.50 0.26 


97-98 -37% -8% -9% -10% -10% 


Across Britain breeding success in 1998 averaged MBP 0.55 compared to the 1986-97 mean of 0.73. 
allt Shetland had its worst season since the sandeel crisis of the late 1980s with 9 colonies averaging just 0.06 compared 
with the average 0.62! Predation by Great Skuas was less than recently but there was a marked decline in colony 
» attendance by adults in late Jun & early Jul. Sandeels seem to have been unavailable at this critical time despite good 
numbers reported by fishermen. In Orkney most monitored sites were successful although a site on Rousay failed com- 
) pletely. On the E coast the below average success was attributed to NE gales on exposed shores and sites, especially in 
$4) Jate Jun. The success on St.Abbs was the lowest since monitoring started in 1986, mostly due to failures at the egg stage 
while the almost total failure on the Isle of May left many young unattended. 
(eh, Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
‘Shet 9,029 nests at 30 sites; Fair Is 11,650prs. 
cq. Autumn/winter: 500 L.of Strathbeg NE 24 Jul. 1,200 Fife Ness 25 Aug; 1,014 Arthur’s Pt. M&N 26 Aug. 
1,000 Colonsay Arg in Jun; 4,000 on beach Brora H & 2,000 Lossiemouth M&N in Aug; 1,000 Whiting Bay, 
Arran Clyde Is in Sep; 2,000 Tiree Arg in Oct; 2,000 Machrihanish Arg in Nov. 1,000NE Brora 12 Nov. 
vInland: 1 R.Tweed at Coldstream B 7 Jan; 1 Hogganfield L. Clyde 7 Jan with 2 there 2 Mar; 1 Strathclyde L. 
Clyde 8 Jan; 1 dead R.Teviot at Knowesouth B 18 Jan; 1 dead Abernethy Forest H 22 Jan; 2 R.Clyde at 
 Finnieston Clyde 30 Apr; 500 roost L.of Strathbeg NE 24 Jul; 1 Balgray Res. Clyde 3 Nov. 


nel F 
te Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 


dh Ist-w Inverpolly H 7-9 Dec. Only one of two birds in Britain in 1998. 


n * Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 
(m1 Papa Westray Ork 16 Apr. First-ever record for Orkney. 
im | See Wellock, S. (1999) in Orkney Bird Report 1998: 100-101 for account of the record. 
ml 
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandyicensis 

‘Winter: Singles Ardmillan Bay Ayr 18 Jan & Lendalfoot Ayr 25 Jan; Valleyfield F 25 Jan; Seafield L 19 Feb. 
il | Spring: First Stronsay Ork 10 Mar; High, NE & OHeb 24-25 Mar; M&N 29 Mar; Fife, Ayr & Clyde 1-4 Apr; 
wt Clyde Is, A&D & Caith 8-13 Apr; D&G, Arg, Loth & Bord 19-26 Apr. Light passage, max 19 Dornoch H on 
ti | 8 Apr; 22 Ballantrae Ayr 25 Apr; 50 St.Andrews F 7 May; 70 Anstruther F 11 May; 70 Aberlady L 17 May. 
Ty Breeding: In SW Scotland 120prs returned to L.Ryan D&G after their absence in 1997. There was a large increase in NE 

| Scotland with 523prs at L.of Strathbeg (337) and 22prs at the Sands of Forvie (4). 2prs also bred on the Isle of May. 
i |L.Ryan had a reasonable season. The Sands of Forvie & Is of May birds failed at the egg stage. However 200 young 
du | fledged at L.of Strathbeg. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
\ Ork 7 chicks ringed N.Ronaldsay, 40prs fledged 40 young Papa Westray, pr fledged | juv Twiness, pr bred 

| Wyre; Clyde for the Sth year adults were seen carrying fish off Cloch Pt. (the nearest known site is over 22km 
_ away); Ayr c.26prs Hunterston, 15br27 noted. 

First juvs away from breeding sites seen Loth 11 Jul, Clyde 14 Jul, Caith 17 Jul & M&N 31 Jul. 

Autumn: best counts: 60 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 16 Jul; 137 Girdleness NE on 20 Jul; 120 St.Andrews on 1 Aug; 
Fe i Dipple Ayr 6 Aug; 223 Nigg Bay-Cove NE 8 Aug; 550 Ythanmouth NE 17 Aug; 100 Wigtown Bay D&G 
27 Aug; 114 Earlsferry F 2 Sep; 238 Gillfoot D&G 4 Sep; 260 Musselburgh L 6 Oct. Passage 70N/4S St.Abbs 
B 23 Jul; 116N Troon Ayr & 82S Turnberry Pt. Ayr 12 Aug; 146S (1hr) Fife Ness F 12 Sep; 84S Fife Ness on 
16 Sep. Just 5 birds Shet & none Fair Is & OHeb in autumn. Last Bord, Clyde Is & Clyde 16-23 Sep; NE & 
_ |Caith 29-30 Sep; High, M&N, Ork & Ayr 6-11 Oct; Ayr & Fife 15-21 Oct; 4 Musselburgh L 24 Oct. 
_| (inland: all Clyde with 2 Endrick Mouth 30 Jul; 6W Strathclyde L. 9 Aug with 4 on 18 Aug & 2 on 3 Sep; 2E 
SECC, Glasgow 19 Aug; 5 Carron Valley Res. 31 Aug; 1 Shotts 3 Sep. 


i 
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Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 
Spring: | at un-named F.of Forth breeding site F 19 May; 1 Traigh Mhor, Barra OH 21 May; 1 Is of Mi 
22 May; 2 Ruddon’s Pt. F &23 May; 2 Dalgety Bay F 6 Jun. 
Breeding: Numbers remained stable in E Scotland with 8prs in Firth of Forth which fledged 3 young. 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
Autumn: | Leven F | & 27 Jul; 1W Kinghorn F 3 Aug with 1 W there 24 Aug & 1E on 29 Aug; 1 Girdleness N 
12 Aug; | juv Kinnaber A&D 16 Aug; 1 Ruddon’s Pt. 26 Aug; 2 (1juv) Musselburgh L 29 Aug; 1 Arba 
A&D 16 Sep. 
ea 


1 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Spring: First Ork, NE & Fife 18 Apr; High 22 Apr; Ayr, Is of May, OHeb, D&G, Clyde & Shet 24-28 Ay 
Caith, Forth & Fair Is 2-6 May; A&D, Clyde Is, Bord & Loth 7-11May. 
210 L.of Strathbeg NE 17 May; 30 L.Fleet H 19 May; 21 Cramond shore L 24 May; 28 Ruddon’s Pt. F 28 M/ 
& 58 Poolewe H 30 May were the best spring counts. 
Breeding: There was a 30% increase in Northern Scotland, mostly due to 100prs returning to Ardeseir. Numbers all 
increased at Nigg from 104-146prs. In NE Scotla\ 
% population change the 5 colonies showed a 24% decrease, especially| 
1996 1997 «1998 the St.Fergus Gas Terminal where numbers dropp| 
NScot +25 6 +30 to 170prs (246prs). Although pairs increased at Le| 
Nese 2 oe a : : oe ae e ee vari) 
SE Scot -14 +10 -19 : : : ; ; 
SW Scot aa *_4 8 : : depending on whether Mink-controlled or not. 814) 
* SW/NW combined. # = max value at 6 sites, mostly Mink controlled, raised 429 you 
(MBP 0.58). However at 10 unprotected sites 139 
managed to fledge just 28-34 young (MBP 0.22). Clive Craik estimated that protection raised productivity by 2-3 tim( 
Note also the much larger numbers breeding where control occurs. There was good success in N.Scotland where 421}, 
reared 480 young, especially at Ardeseir & Alness. Conversely sites in the NE had poor success with the SE hare 
better. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
Shet 2prs Fetlar & 3prs Hermaness but no success; Fair Is 3prs but all failed; Ork 5-6prs noted at 4 sites onl 
OHeb prs seen 6 sites; Caith 10prs L.Watten; High 146prs Nigg reared MBP 1.0, 100+prs Alness fledged : 
young, 65prs on rafts Avoch reared 70+ young, 71prs also noted 5 other sites; M&N 6 sites include 3 river sit 
but no proof of success; NE 15prs Forvie failed, 136prs Strathbeg had 41 young, 12prs Kirkhill had 10 young} 
170 St.Fergus managed MBP 0.02; P&K noted 2 sites on R.Tay, 4prs Scone had 2 large young; Fife 3 ju 
fledged at inland site; Forth 102prs Grangemouth fledged 10 young; Firth of Forth 127prs Is of May faile 
10prs Forth Bridge, 554 nests Leith, 9 nests Inchmickery, 1 nest Granton; Arg 20prs on Coll, 3prs on Colonsz 
1 fledged Machrihanish, failed attempt L.Gruinart, Islay & none Mull; Ayr 12prs Hunterston; D&G 155 
L.Ryan & 20prs Wigtown Bay. 
Autumn: Assemblies include 60 Skinflats & 37 Girdleness 20 Jul; 55S (3.5hrs) Machrihanish 27 Jul; 50 L.Ry: 
31 Jul; 120 Goosepools F 22 Aug; 40 The Braigh, Lewis OH 10 Aug; 95 Aberlady L 31 Aug; 40 Dunnet B: 
Caith 4 Sep. Last birds Is of May & Clyde 2-3 Sep; High, Fair Is & Ayr 15-28 Sep; Caith & Ork 5-6 Oct; Shi 
NE & Loth 10-17 Oct; 2 Kinghorn F 21 Oct. 


NWScot na *_4 *_8 


) 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

Spring: First 1 Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 9 Apr; D&G 14 Apr; Arg, NE, Is of May, Fife, Ork, Clyde & Fair 
22-30 Apr; High, A&D, Loth, Shet, Caith & Clyde Is 1-9 May; Ayr 16 May. | 
Best counts 20 Thurso Caith 9 May; 50 Fife Ness F 10 May; 380 Gunna Sound, Tiree Arg 20 May. 
Breeding: 52prs bred Handa, a record number there following rat eradication in 1997. Numbers at 8 colonies in N 
Scotland rose by 15%, mostly due to the St.Fergus colony expansion. The decline in SE Scotland is mostly due to a dr 
; on Is of May. Bad weather & a lack of food as a 

% population change : 3 : 
1996 1997 1998 sites resulted in a poor season generally in 1998. P;| 
Shet ductivity in the N.Isles was the poorest since 1990. | 
Ork : : ‘ sites in Shetland managed just 45 young from 4,020p? 
N Scot eg : : : A single severe gale in mid-Jun on Fetlar forced ov 
NWScot : : 70% of 747prs to desert. Success was worse on Fé 
NEScot +24 Isle where 1,249prs reared just 1 chick. Things were 
SE Scot  -11 . ; little better on Orkney where 11,022prs managed 1,2: 
SW Scot _-38 : : : chicks, the best site being on Hoy with MBP 0.56. « 
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there seemed to plenty food on Orkney, the bad weather was deemed responsible. 


In W.Scotland Eigg had a poor season 68prs fledging just I chick while in Argyil twice as many young fledged from 
Mink-controlled sites than those with no control. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 

Shet 500prs Foula fledged 70 young; 13 colonies Papa Stour with some young; Fair Is 1,249 nests, a 28% drop; 
Ork flush-count revealed 20,681 birds, equating to 13,780prs of which 11,201 were monitored and fledged 1,260 
young; OHeb 21 5prs at 6 sites, little success; Caith 8prs bred in rape fields at The Battery; High c.258prs noted 


8 sites, max 94prs Nigg & 68prs Eigg where rat predation was a problem; M&N 40prs on shingle Spey at 


Garmouth fledged 16 young, 8prs Kingston & 30prs Kinloss failed; NE largest numbers Forvie but no success, 
8prs Strathbeg were predated by a Moorhen in one day; Fife just 9 nests; Firth of Forth bad weather, food 
shortages & high gull predation reduced success on Is of May, just 1 nest Leith Docks; Arg 105prs The Reef, 
Tiree, 45prs Colonsay, 20prs Coll; Ayr 4-5prs Ballantrae; D&G 25prs L.Ryan. 


“ Autumn: 100 Mid Sands Caith 22 Jul; 1,300 L.of Strathbeg 24 Jul; 34 Tayinloan Arg 28 Jul; 300 Castlehill 


Caith 4 Aug; 30 Anstruther F 29 Aug; 


Last Arg, Is of May & Fair Is 31 Aug-10 Sep; Ork, Clyde, NE & Caith 15-22 Sep; Fife, Bord & Loth 2-8 Oct; 


High 13 Oct; OHeb & Ayr 22-25 Oct. Latest 1 Oddsta, Fetlar Shet 29 Oct. 


" Inland: 4 Gladhouse L 8 May. 


yy Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
i) Spring: First 1 Balphetrish, Tiree Arg 6 Apr; Loth 20 Apr; OHeb, Fife, NE & Ayr 25-28 Apr; A&D, Shet & 


Caith 9-11 May; Ork & High 20 May. 


: Only parties of 1-2 birds noted away from breeding sites except 30 Big Strand, Tiree Arg 21 May. 

§ Breeding: Numbers at 8 Scottish colonies decreased further from 129 to 74 pairs. There were declines in W Scotland 
' with 42prs (51) & 9prs at 3 sites in SE Scotland (46) where the largest drop occurred at the Eden Est. F. Numbers 
' remained stable however at Forvie at 22prs. 

» In Orkney Sprs at 3 sites fledged 5 young while on Tiree 38prs fledged 12 chicks. Only Forvie on the mainland fledge any 
young, 19 chicks from 22 pairs. The failure at the Eden Est. was blamed on food shortages while at Elliot Mouth tides 


and human disturbance were important. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 


’ Ork 3prs bred N.Ronaldsay fledging 3 young, pr raised 2 young South Isles, pr at a new site failed; OHeb 
_c.34prs N.Uist & Berneray fledged some young while c.7prs S.Uist had at least 4 juvs; Caith 12 nests Dunnet 
’’ Bay, 8 fledged from 15 nests at ‘usual’ sites; High 3prs bred Brora raising 3+ young (first success since 1995), 
' 3-6prs bred L.Fleet; M&N 3prs at 2 sites; NE 22prs Forvie managed MBP 0.86; A&D c.50 birds but just 6 
! nested Elliot; Fife only 3 certain nests all failed; Arg 4prs at 2 sites Coll, 48prs at 4 sites Tiree with 38prs on The 


Reef, - the coastal sites were disturbed (by vehicles!) and while The Reef had many eggs the chicks vanished. 
Poor weather & Common Gull predation being blamed, 35-45prs bred Gunna where 10 young are known to have 
fledged; D&G 2-3prs L.Ryan failed. 

Autumn: 26 Wester Beach Caith 24 Jul was the only party >10 birds. Last Ork, D&G & OHeb in Jul; High, 
Clyde & Ayr 4-12 Aug; Caith, Arg, A&D, NE & Fife 17-26 Aug. Latest 1 Hound Pt. L 17-18 Sep. 


he | 


| 


: ‘Black Tern Chlidonias niger 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-16 


/Sprin ng: 7 Forfar L. A&D 11 May then singles Jul Jul Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct 
“Monk Myre P&K 14 May, Tugnet M&N 8-9 Jun, : — 

| N.Ronaldsay Ork 8 & 12 Jun and Vane Farm P&K 
-& Skinflats Forth 10 Jun. 

Autumn: First 2N Fife Ness F on 22 Aug with 


L 
3 
5 
2 


| 1998 Total 
cept for 4 birds at Hound Pt. L on 1 Sep; 2 Leven 1997 Ss 


FE and 2 Musselburgh L 2 Sep; 2 Aberlady L. 3 1996 
‘Sep; 2 Lunan Bay A&D on 9 Sep with4 on 10 


al | Sep; 2 Hound Pt. 11 Sep; 1 Arbroath A&D 18 Sep. Last 1 Stronsay Ork 20 Sep. 
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Guillemot Uria aalge 
Winter/spring: 1,8300W Kinghorn F, 1,000 Anstruther F & 142 S.Yell Sound Shet in Jan; 3,600 Brough 
Birsay Ork 16 Apr; 1,000+ Papa Westray Ork 10 May; 114N (3hrs) Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH 25 May. |) 
Breeding: Jn contrast to general trends since 1986, adult numbers declined between 1997 & 1998. The largest decreas 
were in Shetland where numbers have been static since 1992. Although a few colonies showed small increases, mo, 
dropped. Monitored sites on Orkney showed a similar picture but counts at Sule Stack showed a large increase to I 0% 
since the last count of 500 in 1986. Sule Skerry had dropped to 10,331 from the high of 14,357 in 1993. Numbers in M 
Scotland showed non-significant declines. In SE Scotland there were declines on both Is of May (-13%) & St.Abbs He 
(-9%) at monitored plots that may have reflected food shortages, the adults spending less time than usual at the nes 
However whole colony counts at both sites showed increases - 27,000 on Is of May & 40,720 at St.Abbs. 
% population change In W Scotland a whole colony count on Handa, Br 

1996 1997 1998 ain’s largest colony, showed little change at 112,6) 

Shet -3 410 -30.760.50 birds. However counts on the Flannan Is (14,121) | 
Ork +19 +15 Sula Sgeir (20,877) indicated declines since the la, 
NScot - counts in the 1980s. | 
NWScot +8 Breeding success improved in 1998 with British coli | 
NEScot 0 nies averaging 0.73, close to the 1986-97 mean of 0.1, \\ 
SE SOt a (1997 being characterised by unseasonal storms ar 


; i 


an MBP of 0.62). There was some evidence that food supplies were short with the Is of May at 0.73 being significant 
lower than usual. Success was also lower than usual on Shetland while most of Orkney had an average season, despi 
very poor success on Papa Westray (0.47). Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 

NE new site at Sands of Forvie where | laid; Firth of Forth 86% increase Inchkeith to 215 AOS, 3200 Tk 
Lamb & 215 Fidra; Arg 6,791 Treshnish Is., Mull (7,516), 2,600 Sanda Is. where success was good, 92 at ne 
site Colonsay; D&G 2,140 Mull of Galloway (2,605); 140 Meikle Ross & 85 Balcary Heughs. 
Autumn/winter: 240/hr Turnberry Pt. Ayr in Oct; 1,800/hr Eyemouth B & 1,000+ off Brora H in Nov; 178/2 
mins Kinghorn in Dec were the only large counts. 
1 L.of Stenness Ork 11 Dec. 


Razorbill Alca torda 
Winter/spring: 300 Dunnet Bay Caith 1 May & 2,160 Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH 30 Jun, the only 3-figure count: ; 
Breeding: Numbers attending colonies generally fell in 1998 especially in Shetland (-33% to -53%) & NE Scotland 
15% to -23%). This contrasted in NE Scotland with longer term increases of 21-30% since the last counts in 1992 
1995 at Troup Head & the Buchan coast. In SE Scotland monitored plots recorded decreased on Is of May (-7%) 
St.Abbs Head (-15%) yet whole colony counts showed increases of 11% & 27% respectively since the last counts earlii 
in the 1990s. There were few 
changes in the smaller Firth of 


Forth sites. NW Scotland showed — Li 
y CEE fh OE, ; 
few changes at Handa but de- { aly ae i | 
° Sp = 
clines on Canna were thought to -_ 


have been due to mammal preda- 
tors in boulder-beach sites. A full 
colony count on Berneray found 
16,500 birds compared to 12,000 
in 1985. Mingulay had 6,400 
birds, similar to the 5,000 in 
1985. In SW Scotland 14,623 on 
Lunga was another increase but 


- 


f he 
there was little change at Mull 1 2 ity Uy, MO. WSS 2 Z | 
of Galloway & the Treshnish Is. hc CS a\\ xe _ ee ; r 


TEES SESS aol i 


AN 
N 


Razorbills 
Darren Woodhead 
Lothian Bird Report 


Wid = 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 67 
SPARS NRT APT AEE TDD ER YS] 
The mean success at 6 British colonies (3 Scottish) 


was 0.71, little different from the 1986-97 mean of % population change 

0.70 and a little less than the 1997 figure of 0.73. 1996 1997 1998 

However the season on the Isle of May was late, per- Shet -4 +3 -23 
~ haps due to food shortages. These also occurred on | NWScot_ - +6 = 


Fair Isle but success was better there. Birds on North NEScot = -13 +41 -20 


Sutor also seems to have good success. 
Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
Firth of Forth 75 AOS Inchkeith, 86 sites Fidra; Bord 1,884 sites St.Abbs (723 in 1990); Arg 20 birds at new 


SE Scot -21 +14 -9 


_ site on Colonsay; Ayr 6-10prs S.Ayrshire coast; D&G 358 Mull of Galloway, 50 Meikle Ross & 11 Balcary 


Heughs. 
Autumn/winter: 500 St.Andrews Bay F 22 Aug was the only large count. 


- Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 


Winter/spring: 326 Levenwick shore, 271 Bluemull & 240 S. Yell Sound, all Shet in Jan; 80 Sound of Harris OH 


‘il. jn Feb; 76 Turnberry Pt. Ayr & 23 Greenock Clyde in Mar. 156NE past Lothbeg Pt. H 4 Apr; 39 Outer Ewe H 
~ 30 May. Unusually high numbers reported NE & Fife coasts though year. 


‘Breeding: Jn Shetland there was an overall decrease of 11% in sample areas since 1997 although numbers continued to 


» recover in the ‘Braer’ 1992 oil spill area. In Yell Sound recovery from the ‘Esso Bernicla’ 1979 oil spill could also be 
lt discerned. There was a major 25% decline since 1995 on the E coast of Fair Isle, falling to 40% below the ‘pre-Braer’ 


counts. In NW Scotland sample plots on Rum showed a increase from 151 to 180 birds since 1989. On Canna a Jul count 


‘Tk of 58 adults was the third-lowest since 1986. 

i © Heavy rain in Jul resulted in egg & chick losses and a birds 1996 1997 1908 7, change 

_ MBP of 0.69 (mean 0.78). No fledged young were seen 
: : YellSound 1416 - 1321 +7.2 
yy» in the Scalloway islands although good numbers were E.Fair Isle 14 54 160 370 
found on Out Skerries. MBS on N.Ronaldsay was 1.61 E.Fetlar 258 116 344 | 16 
’ (1.48) while clutch/brood sizes on Auskerry were 1.22 N&SFoula 155 154 175 413.6 
(1.07). Some failures in W Scotland were attributed to Braer coast 208 215 230 +7.0 
~~! Mink predation. other Shet - 544 482 -11.4 


' Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
’ Fair Is whole-island count found just 206 birds, a definite drop, higher mortality was seen on the coast most 


_ exposed to Jul storms; Ork coastal counts in breeding season include 100ads Copinsay, 42 Eynhallow, 215 Holm 


‘ of Papay, 263 N.Ronaldsay, 163 Papa Westray & 23prs Hobbister; High 8prs L.Ewe, fairly successful season 
- Eigg with good numbers of young; M&N spread to 6prs at 2 sites; NE birds seen at 2 sites; Arg birds could not 
_ be found at 7 former sites in Clive Craik’s study area and Mink predation is suspected in at least 6 of these sites, 
188 birds Sanda Is., 44 Treshnish Is. after a poor count in 1997: Clyde Is bred 3 sites Arran, 71 counted round 
Bute & 8 along part of Cumbrae on 3 Sep; Clyde 76 birds Renfrewshire although only Sprs were confirmed, also 
3prs Dunbartonshire; Ayr 10 Ardrossan, 6-8prs Troon, 12 Ailsa Craig & 3-4 juvs Dipple; D&G only 10 Mull of 
Galloway, 17 L.Ryan with 8 at another 4 sites. 
, Autumn/winter: 54S (7hrs) Machrihanish Arg 16 Aug; 26 Lunderston Bay Clyde in Oct; 778 Scapa Flow Ork 
_ & 134S. Yell Sound in Nov. 


Little Auk Alle alle 
) Winter/spring: 20 Fife Ness F, 12 Dunnet Bay Caith and 11 Sumburgh Head Shet in Jan were the only double- 


| figure counts. Last birds seen OHeb 7 Mar, NE 8 Mar & Caith 26 Mar. 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Apr. 
| Autumn/winter: First SN Arbroath A&D 30 Sep. 


approx. nos. Jan 


Then Arg & Fair Is 11-12 Oct; Shet, Ork, High, | N Isles 40 
\M&N & OHeb 22-31 Oct; Nov in Clyde, NE, | OHeb . 
‘Fife, Caith & Bord. a - 
: cot 9 
| Best counts: 24 S.Yell Sound Shet 3 Nov with | pyc scot 26 
| 30 there 18 Nov; 4 Cloch Pt. Clyde on 4 Nov; | SE Scot 1 
_ 131 Brora H & 5 Fife Ness 12 Nov; 6 Girdleness | W Scot y 
'NE 13 Nov; 42 Brora 14 Nov; 34 Sullom Voe a 110 
'Shet 17 Nov; 2N/12S Sumburgh Head 12 Dec. 1997 77 
Scapa Flow Ork survey showed 10in Oct, 56in | 1996 13062 


od 


‘Nov & 129 in Dec. 
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Puffin Fratercula arctica | 
Winter/spring: small numbers inshore around Shet in Jan, e.g.14 S. Yell Sound 24 Jan. First birds near breedit} 
colonies: A&D 15 Mar; Bord 25 Mar; Fair Is & NE 29-31 Mar; Shet, Caith, OHeb & Arg 1-14 Apr. 
Breeding: The Isle of May recorded 42,000 burrows, twice the 1992 count, denoting an 11 %/annum increase since 1 94, 
Transect work on Sule Skerry Ork suggested 75,000 burrows, much higher than the 1993 estimate of 43,000 paii 
Sample counts on Migulay OH indicated several thousand pairs, much higher than the 600 of 1985. 
Breeding success on the Isle of May was below average with flooded burrows and a late season. Early chick surviv, 
rates were good but torrential rain in Jul, combined with an apparent food shortage, resulted in many deaths. MBP 0.)) 
was well below the recent mean of 0.81. On Fair Isle a MBP of 0.58 was also lower than average (0.75) and diet a 
showed problems with finding sandeels. Based on Thompson, Pickerell & Heubeck. JNCC 1999. 
Shet chick survival at 20 burrows at Sumburgh Head was 65% (mean 73%), sandeel size was low and dead | 
emaciated chicks were common; Fair Is 80% of colour-ringed adults survived winter well and Bonxie mortali)) 
was low; Ork Firth of Forth 1,400 off Inchkeith, 19 Inchcolm, 1,100 Fidra, 12 Inchmickery; Bord 43 c 
St.Abbs Head is about average; Arg 1,662prs Treshnish Is., Mull, 240 birds Sanda Is.; Ayr max 8 birds noted] 
Ailsa Craig hints at a return after the rat eradication campaign; D&G 15 off Mull of Galloway was a little dow, 
Autumn/winter: 85 Cramond L 1 Jul; 163N Brora H 19 Jul; 64N/16S St.Abbs 24 Jul; 810S (hr) Fife Ness F 4 
Jul; 225 Mull Head, Papa Westray Ork 25 Aug; 20S Rubha fo Deas, S.Uist OH 6 Sep. 

Latest records appear to be | Is of May 26 Oct, 1 Troon Ayr 27 Oct & | Tralee Beach Arg 25 Dec. 
Scapa Flow Ork survey showed 3 there in Oct, 11 in Nov & 7 in Dec. 


Rock/Feral Dove Columba livia 

“Pure” birds. 

Winter/spring: 750 Marwick Head Ork in Jan; max 320 Balranald, N.Uist OH in Jan-Mar; 500 Ackess 
Caith, 270 Auchorn Caith, 200 Castlehill Caith in Jan; 168 Veensgarth Shet in May. 

Breeding: Fair Is max 45 in May; Ork 50-60prs Copinsay, 35prs Costa Head, 50prs Westray, 12prs Stang 
Head, 26 young ringed N.Ronaldsay; OHeb 8prs N.Rona, 35 Trumisgarry & 15 Rubha an Duine, N-Uist; His 
probably bred Eigg; Arg single pairs on 2 of the Sanda Is.& 1prLunga, Mull; D&G 8 in Balcary Heughs cave 
Autumn/winter: 250 Tiree Arg & 105 Quendale Shet in Oct; 110 Noss Shet in Nov; 1,000 Sunnybank Ork 
Dec. 350 Dunskellor & 250 Sloc Roe, N.Uist OH Oct-Dec. 

“Feral” birds. 300 noted Princes St., Edinburgh L all year. 346 Berwickshire coast B, 300 Musselburgh L, 3( 
Elgin M&N & 250 Dumbarnie Links F in Jan; 500 Skinflats Forth & 200 Paisley Clyde in Aug; 420 Inchinnz 
Clyde in Sep; 400 St.Monans F, 400 St.Abbs B, 300 Partick Clyde & 200 Wormit F in Nov; 240 Elgin in De 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 

Average year N.Isles with 3 Shet, 4 Fair Is & 2 Ork. 
Winter/spring: 80 Rossie Bog F, 50 Musselburgh L, 40 Fordelhill F & 35 Saline Shaw F in Jan; 60 Blackstou 
Clyde, 60 House of the Binns L, 30 Kilmacolm Clyde & 19 Bridge of Alford NE in Feb; 127 Gartary F, 
Kinneil Forth, 29 Ardmore Pt. Clyde, 18 Adamston A&D & 15 Kintore NE in Mar; 68 Larnick Forth & = 4 
Philipstoun L in Apr. 
Breeding: M&N noted 13 sites, max 12 Cloddach in Jun; NE 12 attempts in nest-boxes at 2 sites fledged 
young; P&K only noted 4 sites; Fife 10prs at 6 sites; Loth noted 20 sites with 8prs Roslin Glen; Bord 50p. 
noted 24 sites with 8prs Floors Castle; Clyde noted 23 sites; Ayr noted 10 sites; D&G chicks still in nest 15 : 
Autumn/winter: 50 Leuchars F in Jul; 50 Mid Calder L & 45 Inchinnan in Oct; 50 Endrick Mouth Clyde & 4 
Linlithgow L in Nov; 120 Torthorwald D&G & 40 Blackness L in Dec. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus | 
Winter/spring: 2,000 Brucehaven F & 1,000 Legerwood B in Jan; 2,000 N.Berwick L, 2,000 Hirsel B & 1,00 
Kalemouth B in Feb. Flocks of 500-999 also reported in M&N (2), NE, P&K, Fife (3), Forth, Bord (2) & Clyg 
N.Isles: max 10 Shet, 5 Fair Is but 68 Ork in Apr-May. 
Breeding: Shet prs bred Halligarth & Kergord; Ork l6prs Birsay Moors, 15prs The Loons, 10prs oo 
Wood, Rousay, 8prs Hoy and small numbers at 11 other sites; OHeb seen S sites but no proof; High fewer Eig 
max count 12 in Feb; Fife 2prs Inchcolm Is.; Forth 8prs/km? Doune CBC; Loth 24prs Aberlady, 22prs Rosli 
Glen CBC, 7prs Addiewell; Bord 29prs Pease Dean, 19prs Ettrick Marshes, 12prs Dawyck; Clyde 12prs — 
Estate MOD, 10prs Merryton. 

Autumn/winter: 1,860 SE off coast Reston B (2hrs) 22 Nov. 3,000 Pitcox L, 1,478 Lochmaben D&G a 
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1,200 L.Libo Clyde in Dec. Flocks of 500-999 also reported in M&N, Fife (3), Forth & Clyde. 
ing) ~N&W Isles: max 10 Shet & 5 Fair Is in Apr-May and 25 Shet & 37 Fair Is in Oct. Also seen St.Kilda OH Apr 


- & Oct & N.Rona OH in Jun. 


i Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 


» Winter/spring: 110 Tentsmuir F, 41 Stonelaw L & 34 Hill of Rattar Caith in Jan; 40 Port Seton L in Feb; 
wi 35 Thorn Brae Clyde in Mar. First Foula Shet 29 Mar, Fair Is 8 Apr & St.Kilda OH 21 Apr. 2-3 N.Rona OH 


14° in Jun. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 


;, Winter: 1 Caerlaverock D&G 21 Jan. 


» Breeding: Shet noted in numbers, without proof, at min 7 sites; Ork present 6 sites, successful at 3 sites; OHeb 
noted 11 sites, 3 nests found, max 30 at Lochmaddy, N.Uist; Fife fewer in NE Fife; 
Autumn/winter: 35 Auchengree Clyde & 28 W.Seaton A&D in Sep; 40 Brora H in Oct; 44 Monkton Ayr, 30 
‘Lerwick Shet & 26 Keith M&N in Nov; 130 Ormiston L 46 Whitekirk L & 25 Finstown Ork in Dec. 


Spring: First Fair Is 28 Apr. Then Ork & OHeb 8-9 May; Shet & Fife 13-14 May; Arg & Is of May 17-19 May. 
_ All singles except: 2 Knockintorran, N.Uist OH 15 May; 2 L.Hallan, S.Uist OH 20 May; 2 Fair Is 29 May & 


2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 9 Jun. 
_ Autumn/winter: Parties of 1-2 birds 
“except: 3 Fair Is 9-29 Sep; 4 L.of 
' Heusbeck Shet 26 Sep; 3 Toab Shet 
_ 1-3 Oct; 3 Cunningsburgh Shet 1 Oct. 
| Last Is of May 21 Sep; OHeb 30 Sep; 
| Fair Is & Ork 6 Oct; Shet 17 Oct. 
The latest was | Lochardil, Inverness 
‘HH 24 Oct. 
Record autumn for Shetland and the 
N.Isles but for the rest of Scotland the 
run of poor years continues. 
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half May Jun Aug Sep 
months Ist 2nd 2nd ist 2nd Ist 2nd 
NIsles 9 9 - - 1 - a 

O Heb - - - - = 5 
N Scot - - - - - 
NE Scot 

E/C Scot 


SE Scot 

W Scot 

| SW Scot 
Total 10 
1997 

1996 


™ Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 


y Winter/spring: First Livingston L 5 Apr. Then D&G 8 Apr; Clyde 13 Apr; Ayr, Bord & Arg 20 Apr; OHeb, 
= | High, P&K, Forth, Clyde Is, NE, Fife& M&N 22-29 Apr; A&D, Shet, Ork, Caith & Fair Is 4-13 May. 
Afew in S&W mid-Apr with main arrival in 28 Apr-6 May. Just 6 Shet (16), 4 Fair Is (c.5), Ork (10), St.Kilda 
0H (2) & 5 Is of May (1) in spring. Mostly 1-2 birds. 1 brown-phase bird noted Moulin Moor P&K 20 May. 
S| Breeding: Shet 1m only; OHeb 4 juvs seen; Caith 16 at 13 sites; High 11mm Eigg, at least 6 juvs seen 26 Jun- 
a | ‘i ge Juv seen Kilmory, 6mm Insh Marshes; P&K good year, one observer noted birds at 26 sites; Fife good 
year noted calling at 15 sites, 4 juvs seen; Forth noted 13 sites; Loth poor year noted just 4 sites; Bord 24mm 
noted at 22 sites, 1 juv; Arg stable 3prs Taynish; Clyde Is 7 Machrie Moor, Arran, | juv seen; Clyde 110mm at 
alll 35 sites with 28mm MOD Clyde Estate; 1 juv seen; Ayr 17mm sang 14 sites. First juv Fife 16 Jun. 


Sh 


| 


| Autumn/winter: 13 Shet, 1 Fair Is, 7 Ork & 1 Is of May in the autumn. 


st | ast Ork, P&K, A&D & Clyde before end-Sep; High, Fair Is, Bord, OHeb, Is of May & Loth 2-10 Sep; NE & 
‘| Shet 2-4 Oct with latest 1 Goosepools F 5 Oct. 


= 3arn Owl Tyto alba 


} | 3reeding: Caith noted 3 sites Jan & Nov; High Highland HRSG monitored 12 sites, all occupied, 5 failed, the 
a ‘€maining birds achieving a very low 1.4 MBP, probably due to difficulties during the chick stage, noted breed- 
” /ng at 4 other sites with casual records from 27 other sites; M&N 24 sites, 6 during Apr-Jul, breeding noted at 3 


b = 
er \=ee 


“ites; NE records from 16 sites, probably bred Glass; A&D only a single seen Brechin in May; P&K only noted 
‘t6 sites; Fife noted 16 sites but no confirmed breeding however more sightings than usual with more NE & W 
i \4ife; Forth noted 11 sites; Loth seen 30 sites (16) with 3 known nests; Bord noted 64 sites with at least 2 
i onfirmed nests; Arg 17 nests Cowal, 10 on crags & 7 in boxes where 20 young fledged (MBS 2.88), in L.Awe- 


) \Gntyre Forest Enterprise nestbox study had 15 nests rearing min 37 young (MBS 2.47), on non-FE land in 
Mntyre 20prs managed 8 broods with 17 young (MBS 2.13), on Islay 16prs reared 13br34, the MBS at 2.62 
MG vas below the long-term mean due to cold wet weather during rearing stage; Clyde birds were noted at 26 sites, 


| 
} 
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13 during the breeding season where 21 territories were noted wherein a min 11br26 were reared (MBS 2.3¢) 
Ayr 13prs in S Ayrshire Forest Enterprise study but most failed to lay due to vole crash and just 3 broods we} 
reared, 1 box was taken over by a Pine Marten, birds were noted at 12 other sites of which 2prs reared 4 your), 
also seen at 13 other sites outwith breeding season; D&G 237 sites checked of which 165 had pairs, 11 ne; 
fledged 268 young (MBS 2.41) - 38prs in Galloway Forest Park boxes suffered the vole crash & just 8 manag} 
single young each , in Stranraer study 56prs fledged 106 young but 20 were found dead later near the ne{j 
suggesting food shortages 4prs around Caerlaverock. 


Dark-breasted Barn Owl T.a. guttata 
1 Is of May 22 Apr-14 Jun, found dead. Skin now in National Museum of Scotland. 


* Scops Owl Otus scops 

1 hit by car Kilmacolm Clyde 20 May was taken into care before release at Kilmacolm on 12 Jun. 

First for Clyde & only third for mainland Scotland, the last being in 1944 in Kirkcudbright. 

See Murray, A. (1998) Birding Scotland 1: 111 & Birding World 11:220-221 for accounts Photo: cover Birding Scotland | @),| 


* Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 
Freshly dropped feather found Cuppablack, Harray Ork 9 May; 1 Ben Macdui M&N 2 Aug. 


[1996] 1 Strathrory H 12 Nov. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 
1 on several occasions Ruthwell D&G; 1 Twaite Farm D&G 21 Mar; | Sprouston B 19 Apr; 1 Crichton Roy 
Farm D&G 13 Oct. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco 
Caith noted 8 sites in season, bred at 4 sites; High RSG monitored 39 nests where 26 were successful rearing ; 
young, MBP 1.2, however clutch sizes were low and many eggs were chilled in the early Apr blizzards; M& 
11 occupied boxes Lossie & Speymouth Forest managed just 9br10 (MBS 1.11); NE 54pairs in nest boxes C, 
E Aberdeenshire reared 112 young (MBS 2.07); A&D 4prs Glen Esk had MBS 2.5; P&K noted as breeding 
3 sites; Fife noted 8 sites in breeding season where 4prs reared 7 young (MBS1.75), also noted 24 other sit 
outwith breeding season; Forth noted 10 sites; Loth noted c.9 sites in breeding season & 14 other sites at oth 
times; Bord noted 25 sites in breeding season, proved just at | site, also seen 14 other sites outwith the breedii 
season; Arg in Glen Branter 44prs laid but only 25prs fledged 38 young (MBS 1.52), 8 failing at egg stage & 
at chick stage due to failing vole numbers & poor Apr weather, 9prs Cowal had 2 failures and 7br15 (ME 
2.14); Clyde Is noted 2 sites; Clyde noted 35 sites in year, 15 during breeding season, 4prs managed 10 yout 
(MBS 2.25); Ayr noted on 35 territories, 6prs Culzean laid 11 eggs, 3prs in S.Ayrshire nestboxes manage ME 
of 0.75 in a poor vole year; D&G 20prs in boxes at Galloway Forest Park caught the tail of the vole peak af 
managed MBS 1.37 from 2.43 MCS 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus 

Winter/spring: Roosts: 4 Halligarth Shet, 2 Queenamidda Ork & 1 SEEC, Glasgow Clyde in Jan; 2 Blair Ath« 
P&K, 2 Inverness H, 2 Fair Is plantation & 2 Langskaill Ork in Feb; 9 Strand Plantation Shet in Mar; 4 Forv 
NE in Jun. Last Is of May 17 Apr, Fair Is 6 May & Shet 25 May. 4 Meikle L. NE 18 Apr. 
6 passage birds noted Stronsay & N.Ronaldsay Ork in Apr/May. 
Breeding: Ork 1 Queenamidda in Jul suggests summering; OHeb 1 in Jul; Caith 2 prs bred successfully; Hig 
noted as breeding at 8 sites, including 2 on Eigg (first success since 1988) & 1 on Rum; M&N 5 sites, 1 ji 
called; NE seen 3 sites, 2 nests & min br2; Fife 2 sites, no success; Forth br3 Skinflats; Loth 4prs, young hea 
at 1 site; Bord 2 sites, no proof; Arg 2br6 Colonsay, br2 Otter Ferry, Cowal & young calling Danna; Clyde 
min of 16 territories at least 6prs bred with 5br16; Ayr br3 Darvel; D&G br1 Knockmans Wood. 
Autumn/winter: First Is of May 5 Aug; Shet 30 Sep; Ork & Fair Is 1 Oct. Poor autumn for migrants on N. Asi 
(9 in Ork) & E coast with 5 probables Is of May at dusk 6 Nov the only count of note. 
Roosts: 1 Aros Moss Arg in Sep; 4 Merryton Clyde & 1 Kirklawhill B in Nov; & 3 Queenamidda in Dec. | 


| 
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

Winter/spring: 7 at roost Mintlaw NE 

& 5 Cocklemill F in Jan; 3 Leuchars 

F in Feb; Otherwise very few Jan to 

mid-Feb birds with 2 Ork, 2 Caith, 2 

High, 3 Fife, 2 Ayr 2 singles OHeb, 

P&K, Forth, Loth, Clyde Is & Clyde. 

First on territory Arran, Clyde Is 18 

Feb; Bord & Clyde 28 Feb, D&G, NE 

“bt 9. & Loth 13-15 Mar; Caith 22 Mar; 
[ ‘4 i Fi fi fi 7/ Forth 28 Mar. First Is of May 11 
Mar; Mull Arg, Ork & Fair Is 4-5 

g Apr; Islay Arg 13 Apr; Shet 5 May. 
Z Ws £ ° 5 Shet Apr-Jun records, 6 on Fair Is 


OO 


f  — & 2 St-Kilda OH. 
/ Breeding: Ork excellent year with 
/ if 3lprs breeding W.Mainland, 3prs 
Hoy, lpr Rousay & sighting at 3 other 
sites, an early exodus may hint at poor 
success later however; OHeb c. 16 ter- 
Darren Woodhead stories noted, breeding confirmed at 
¢ Lothian Bird Report 9 sites: Caith noted c.25 sites, signs 
‘of breeding at 5 sites; High 3prs Forsinard but only noted 5 other sites; M&N only 2 records in breeding 
‘season; NE only singles noted 8 sites, just 1 confirmed breeding; A&D improvement Angus Glens with 9 
=‘ tecords, including 2prs; P&K noted 12 sites where min 7prs bred; Fife probably bred Cleish & Lomond Hills, 
seen third site, first nesting there since 1993; Forth 4prs Cringate Muir, br3 Braeleny; Loth 2-3 birds, no 
a "proof of breeding; Bord excellent year with birds seen 30 sites, with pairs at 12 sites & definite breeding at min 
Mt! 2 sites: Arg 6 sites Cowal where | failed & 2br12 noted; Clyde Is ‘many pairs’ Arran, 2prs Bute, 1 with br3; 
Al \Clyde noted 32 sites, some transitory but none confirmed: Ayr 12 birds with 8mm Middlefield Law & 
i \Limmerhaugh Muir in Mar, 2 definitely bred Limmerhaugh, 4prs S.Ayrshire abandoned with vole crash, single 
‘"/ prs at 3 other sites; D&G 7prs noted but moved on when voles crashed. 
oi Autumn/winter: First Fair Is & Is of May 7 Aug; Shet 30 Sep; St.Kilda 12 Oct. Total 4 Shet, c.13 Fair Is, 2 
“ ‘St.Kilda & 6 Is of May, max 6 Fair Is 5 Oct. 
ay | Some gatherings in autumn: 3 Leuchars in Jul; 7 Braeleny Forth in Aug; 5 Aros Mill Arg in Sep; 9 Bavelaw L, 
M6 Cocklemill & 4 Neilston Pad Clyde in Oct. 
15 Bavelaw, 5 Tailend Moss L, 5 Coble House Pt. F, 4 St.Fergus NE & 3 Bogside Ayr in Nov/Dec. 
Elsewhere 1-2 birds noted during Nov/Dec with 4 Ork, 3 P&K, 9 Fife, 3 Clyde, 2 Ayr & 2 D&G with single birds 
i \QHeb, Caith, High, M&N, Forth, Loth, Bord & Arg. 
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= Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 

‘High 1 calling Inverinate in May; NE 1 Cove 30 May; Clyde Is 1 Maol Donn, Arran 24 May; D&G 3 heard in 
a Galloway Forest Park at the Bennan & 4 near Penninghame, also 2mm in Dalbeattie restocks & a probable 
‘Kinharvie 1 May. 


) 


Swift Apus apus 
Le ‘\Winter/spring: First Peebles B 23 Apr; D&G, Clyde, Fife 24-25 Apr; Loth 28 Apr; M&N 4 May; Then wide- 
‘spread arrival 7-11 May when first Forth, A&D, Ayr, Clyde Is, NE, High, Ork, P&K, Shet, Arg, Fair Is & Caith. 
“ )50 Strathclyde L. Clyde 8 May; 50 St.Abbs B 10 May; 200 L.of Strathbeg NE 12 May; 250 L.Gelly F 13 May; 
1930 Kilconquhar L. F 14 May. 
_ Jther May-Jun flocks: 300 Gladhouse L 28-30 May; 300 Goosepools F 8 Jun; 400 L.Gelly 21 Jun; 92 Wick 
aith 26 Jun; 180 Folly L. B 28 Jun. 

. varge assembly of 3,000-5,000 over Strathclyde Park Clyde | Jun-30 Jul, especially in poor weather. 

“| 3reeding: High 2 tree-nesters Abernethy Forest; A&D just single site noted; Bord proved at 2 sites with scream- 
“7 ing parties counted - 30 Peebles & 7 Grantshouse; Arg 8-10prs Campbeltown, 12 birds Dunoon, 6 Lochgilphead 

_& 15 Oban; Clyde Is bred Rothesay; Clyde 8prs noted at 3 sites; Ayr 15-20prs Ayr academy, Sprs Saltcoats 


i 
i} 
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site, 3-4prs St.Germain & 2prs Crosshill; D&G numbers up Newton Stuart. . 
Still feeding young at nest Coldstream B 21 Aug. | 
Autumn/winter: Jul-Aug feeding flocks: 300 Murcar NE 4 Jul; 300 L.Long Clyde 14 Jul; 100 L.Watten Caith |) 
Jul; 200 Balgray Res. Clyde 4 Aug; 400 Musselburgh L 9 Aug; 400 Blackstoun Clyde 10 Aug; 105 St.Andrey, 
F 22 Aug; 160 Vane Farm P&K 24 Aug. Main departure mid-Aug with small numbers to late Aug and a tric } 
after early Sep. Last OHeb, Caith, Arg, D&G, Ayr & Bord 8-19 Sep; A&D, Loth & Clyde 23-28 Sep; Fair || 
NE, M&N, Fife & Is of May 1-4 Oct. 2 very late records with an exceptional 15 L.Insh H on 12 Oct before || 
extremely late single at Kelton, St-Ola Ork on 30 Nov. | 


SS nn nn a 
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
OHeb | R.Creed & Steinish, Lewis 25 Sep & 3 Nov was only the fourth in the 20th century and sixth ever; Hi; | 
pr probably bred A9 bridge over Spey, also casually noted 18 sites through year; M&N noted just 2 BS 
winter, none from R.Spey; NE good year, seen 2 sites in summer (Apr-Jul) & 6 other sites in winter, no eviden) 
of breeding; A&D 2 sites in summer & 3 in winter with dislaying pair Kinnaber 19 Feb; P&K more records th) 
usual with records from 6 sites during breeding season & 8 sites in winter, juv ringed was only proof of breedin) 
Fife confirmed breeding at 4 sites, including Eden Est, Dairsie & Balcarres, also pr seen R.Ore, noted 2 oth) 
sites in summer & 8 in winter; Forth proved breeding at Larbert where 2prs, also seen 5 other sites in summer) 
9 sites in winter; Loth 2-3prs bred R.Almond also seen Kirkhill in summer & 23 sites outwith breeding seaso 
Bord bred Kelso & Mertoun and seen 13 other sites during summer & 14 in winter, 5 seen on canoe trip aloi 


Skms of R.Teviot in Dec; Arg 4 sites in winter; Clyde Is 5 sites in winter; Clyde bred Symington & Stonebyr) 


on the R.Clyde, on Douglas Water & Linn Park on the White Cart, in total 21 territories noted in summer & sei 
26 sites in winter; Ayr 7 territories & seen 6 sites in winter; D&G bred Kenmure & Nunholme, 7 seen alol 
R.Nith 29 Mar. 


*Bee-eater Merops apiaster | 


1 Tynacoille, Islay Arg 11 Jun; 1 Dales Voe, Lerwick Shet 23 Sep. Fifth record for Argyll & 14th for Shetlaa 


* Hoopoe Upupa epops | 
10 spring singles Barthill Ayr 2-5 Apr; Bu Links, Stronsay Ork 6-7 Apr; Is of May 7 Apr; Prosenhaugh A& 
23 Apr; 1 Cornaigmore, Tiree Arg 28 Apr-23 May; Muir of Ord H 29 Apr; Carbeck, Durness H 30 Ag 
Lochinver H 6-13 May; Fetlar Shet 15 May; & Collafirth, Northmavine Shet 16 May. 
6 autumn singles at Whalsay Shet 29-30 Aug; Melvich H 23-29 Sep; Bay of Quoys, Hoy Ork 28-29 Sep; Gat) 
H 6-8 Oct & Balgownie NE 18-22 Oct. 
A RR 

Wryneck | 

Alec Copland 
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A EE I I a Oe PY I CE TH OT a RE RE GR MOTOR Ne ADCS 
» Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

Spring: | Fetlar Shet 28 Apr; 1 Foula Shet 5-6 May; | Moss Shet 9 May; | Fair Is 18-19 May with 1-2 there 
Mh 97-28 May & 1 on 1 Jun; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 May; 1 Slockavulin Arg 5-6 Jun; 1 Hoy Ork 6 Jun. 
“i Breeding: High singing males reported from 2 sites in Badenoch & Strathspey but no evidence of confirmed 
: i breeding. 
: iy Autumn/winter: First 1 Grutness Shet 29 Aug; singles Fair Is 30 Aug & Gorie, Bressay Shet 31 Aug. 
®t! Moderate influx 1-10 Sep with c.30 spread around Shet, c.12 Fair Is, 10 Ork, 2 Caith, 1 High, 5 NE, 5 Is of May, 

_ 1 Fife & 3 Bord with best counts of 6 Fair Is on 3 Sep; 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork 1-5 Sep; 3 Skerries Shet 4-8 Sep & 

— 3 Is of May 7 Sep. 

Few thereafter: singles S.Ronaldsay Ork 16 Sep; Birsay Ork 18 Sep, Toab Shet 19 Sep; Hayfield, Lerwick 
‘itt Shet 22 Sep; Fair Is 26 & 29 Sep; Eyemouth B 28 Sep; Skaw, Whalsay Shet & N.Ronaldsay 2 Oct; St.Abbs 
Sil! B 2-4 Oct; Fair Is 3-5 Oct; with latest 1 Duthie Park NE 12-13 Oct. 


‘tt Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
High singles sang Inverdruie, Dalnavert & Glen Strathfarrar in spring; M&N singles heard Rafford in Apr & 
ih Drynachan in Jun, after a black year; NE 2prs park & singles Deeside & Donside; A&D bred Montreathmont & 
til! breeding season records from 5 other sites, noted 4 sites in winter; P&K reported 16 sites during the breeding 
“il season and 7 other sites in ‘winter’; Fife noted 22 sites in breeding season where bred Valleyfield, Torryburn, 
* Inverkeithing & Bandrum, pr also Wemyss Woods & juvs Kippo where did not breed; Forth 4 sites in spring/ 
Yf\ summer; Loth bred Almondell, Braid Hermitage, Tyninghame, West Craigie & Bawsinch with pr Roslin, The 
‘““! Brunt & Vogrie, seen 16 other sites outwith breeding season; Bord no confirmed records but noted 33 territories 
'. in breeding season & 7 other sites in winter; Arg br2 seen Escart, the first confirmed breeding for Argyll, also 
~ seen 5 other sites in breeding season & 2 others in winter; Clyde 13 territories but none confirmed, noted 7 other 
== ' sites; 1 Kelburn in Jul was the only record; D&G no longer reported from Newton Stuart-Creetown area, 
‘territories at 5 sites, noted 8 other sites. 


— ‘| Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major 
‘ Migrants: 1 overwintered Fair Is Aug 1997 to Feb 7 eating fat put out by crofters, its remains were found later. 
A] Whalsay Shet 21 Apr. 
|!» Nut-feeder visiting becoming more common in M&N (4 sites) and Fife (3 sites). 
High only noted Lochalsh, Kishorn & Achfary; NE proved breeding Dinnet & Tarves, numerous Donside & 
iti Deeside; A&D confirmed Montreathmont, probable Glen Esk & Glen Prosen; P&K noted 27 sites during the 
breeding season; Fife bred 12 sites, although nest at once site flooded out, also seen 12 other sites in breeding 
= | season & 21 sites in ‘winter’; Forth noted 13 sites throughout year; Loth 12prs confirmed breeding at 10 sites 
with 10 territorial birds at 8 other sites, also seen 26 other sites outwith breeding season; Bord c.80 territories 
“noted at 62 sites in breeding season, proved at 8 sites, also seen 17 other sites in winter; Arg 10 territories known, 
“seen at nests at 5 of them including one on Colonsay, noted at 8 other sites in winter; Clyde Is 1 Machrie & 
|Merkland, Arran in Aug & Dec was first record since 1987, 1 record Cumbrae but more common Bute; Clyde 
/min 60 territories noted, proved at 5 sites, also seen 27 sites in winter; Ayr 28 territories at 19 sites in breeding 
season, max 7 Kilkerran, 4 other sites in winter; D&G 8prs Wood of Cree. 
Max counts: 5 L.Voil Forth & 5 Linn Park Clyde in Mar; 5mm Dawyck Gardens B in May. 


*Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 

Spring singles Foula Shet 12 May, Is of May 28 May-4 Jun, Torness L 30 May-3 Jun & 1 Foula 3 Jun. 

2-3 Fair Is & 1 Grutness Shet 1 Oct, one Fair Is bird remained until 7 Oct, another to 25 Oct; 1 Whalsay Shet 
3-4 Oct. The Torness bird was third for Lothian and only fourth for mainland Scotland. 

Photo of the Lothian bird - Birding World 11: 207 & a Fair Isle bird in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. 


*Woodlark Lullula arborea 

| Fair Is 10 Nov 1997 to 1 Feb. 

‘ll N.Ronaldsay Ork 8-28 Mar & 1 Skateraw L 16 May. 

Second record for Lothian, seventh record for Orkney but c.43rd for Fair Isle since 1948. 


74 Scottish Bird Report 194 


Skylark Alauda arvensis | 
Winter/spring: Only 2 big Jan/Feb flocks with 650 Elie F & 500 Craigielaw L. Smaller flocks 100-400 notd 
OHeb (3), P&K (1), Fife (4), Bord (2), Arg (2), Clyde (2) & Ayr (1). | 
Movements: 127 Fair Is 27 Feb; 3,000 Dunnet-Castlehill Caith & 300 Blackstoun Clyde 1 Mar; 340 Fair Is) 
Mar; 380 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 8 Mar; 200 Foula Shet 29 Mar.; 133 Fair Is 21 Apr. 

First songs Clyde 5 Feb, Ork 8 Feb, High 9 Feb, Fife & Forth 12 Feb, Bord 22 Feb; OHeb 5 Mar. 
Breeding: Shet 75prs Noss; Fair Is 35prs; Ork 89prs Birsay Moors, 42prs Hobbister, 38prs Papa Westra) 
High 55prs Insh Marshes; NE 45prs L.of Strathbeg dunes; P&K 31prs Vane Farm (27); Fife 20prs/km/? LI 
mond Hills, 48prs Eden Est.(35-50), 47prs Dumbarnie Links was slightly down, 18prs Sheills (18), 12p) 


Brecing Bid Sune apes aa euan Valleyfield Lagoons, 7prs Longannet; Forth 40mm Cri 
Skylark 97 98 97 98 


gate Muir, 30mm Earlsburn, 30mm Uamh Beg, 11p) 
Doune WBS (11), 3/km? Doune CBC (9); Loth 46p 
CA 
7 é 


Aberlady (48) and 23 nests (1st & 2nd broods) Musse 
burgh; Bord 13mm Ravelaw, 12mm Causewaybank, {) 
contacts East Loch BBS (40) and 26 Hoselaw Maiil 
BBS; Arg 186 birds Oronsay, | pr Taynish CBC (5), 5m] 
Lunga & 6prs Treshnish Is.; Clyde 457prs at 49 sites with 146 MoD Clyde Estate, 30 Auchandaff, 4) 
Cathkin Braes & 27 Cochno Hill, also 50% drop Merryton to 4prs; Ayr 30prs Gass Water. 


Autumn/winter: Max 210 Fair Is 18 Sep; 400 Quendale Shet & 300 Scatness Shet 26 Sep; 200 Inchinnan Clyq 


29 Sep; 350 Cornaigmore, Tiree Arg 7 Oct; 1,000+ Kilmory, Arran Clyde Is 8 Oct; 137 N.Ronaldsay Ork ¢ 


11 Oct; 90W Hound Pt. L 25 Oct; 400 Dunskellor OH 4 Nov. No flocks in E of >100 birds Sep-Nov. 
Major Dec movement in snow 4-6 Dec: 150 Hopeman M&N, 20S Scone P&K, 330 Grangehill F, 200 Pittenwee| 
F, 185S (hr) Fife Ness F, 100 Conceres F, 60 Larbert Forth, 27S Musselburgh L, 40 Dowlaw B, 102S Nisbet j 
Dec flocks 100-400 from M&N (2), Fife (5), Forth (1), Loth (1), Clyde (4) & Ayr (2), max 203 Craigmuir Cly¢ 
on 31 Dec. 


Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 

Winter/spring: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 5-6 May; | Hedderwick Farm L 15-16 May; 1 Fair Is 27 May; | Torness 
30 May-2 Jun; 1 Fair Is 8-9 Jun. Male in full plumage Handa H 27 Jun. 

Autumn/winter: | Fair Is 12 Sep, another there 17-20 Sep; 1 N.Ronaldsay 1 Oct with 2 there 5 Oct; 1 Girdlene 
NE 1 Oct, rising to 5 on 4 Oct; 1 Fair Is 3-4 Oct, another 14 Oct; 3 Musselburgh L 18 Oct; 18 Tyninghame' 
16 Nov, rose to 35 by 29 Nov; 1 Tentsmuir F 18 Nov; 13 Tyninghame 13 Dec. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Winter/spring: First Soulseat L. D&G 12 Mar & Caerlaverock D&G 21 Mar. Then Loth, Clyde, Ayr & Fife 2! 
23 Mar; High, P&K, Forth, Arg, Bord & NE 29-31 Mar; M&N, Clyde Is, Caith & Is of May 12-23 Apr; Or 
OHeb, Fair Is & Shet 254-27 Apr. Small numbers W & SW 25-31 Mar, then S & E in 1-7 Apr. 
100 Linlithgow L. L 5 Apr; 80 Peppermill Dam F 8 Apr; 100 Gladhouse L 11 Apr; 100 Inverdruie H 23 Af 
270 Endrick Mouth Clyde 24 Apr; 100 Auchendores Clyde 26 Apr; 140 Monikie A&D 29 Apr; 300 Meikle | 
NE 6 May; 560/hr Hule Moss B & 200 L.Tay P&K 11 May. 
7 Shet, c.14 Ork & 3 OHeb during the spring. 

Breeding: Caith 8 at | site but no success; High c.230prs noted at 5 sites, max 80-100prs Culforchmore; M& 
189 burrows at 8 sites with only 70 Glen Rinnes (193); NE increase to 266 nests Dubford mostly due to extin' 
tion of nearby site; P&K 630 burrows S.Orchil was lower than in recent years; Fife noted 7 sites with big rise’ 
205 nests Randolph Colliery (60+), 20 fledged Shell Bay from 8 burrows; Forth 10 nests Inverlocharis (35 
Loth only small numbers noted with losses on R.Tyne due to floods; Bord 4,092 nests at 64 sites counted | 
partial census, produced a 268% increase since the last survey in 1987, with mean colony size rising from 4 
to 68 burrows, the area population estimate now stands at 8,700 pairs, some losses to flooding and Otter pred 
tion, poor success Melrose WBS; Arg increase to 110 Kilmichael Glen (100 in ‘97 & 52 in ‘96) & 314 N.Conn 
(245 in ‘97 & 173 in ‘96) with smaller numbers noted 6 other sites; Clyde Is 13 nests Ettrick Bay, Bute; Cly 

1,882 nests at 19 sites with 740 Drumbeg (450), 390 Merryton (138) which was flooded out in Jul & 7 
Powbrone Burn (40); Ayr 281 burrows at 7 sites with 17 Ballantrae (5); D&G numbers slightly up on 1997; 
Autumn/winter: 11 Shet, 9 Ork & 1 OHeb in autumn. 

2,000 Raith Haugh Clyde 17 Jul; 450 Gaddon L. F 25 Jul; ‘thousands’ Inchcoonans P&K 10 &20 Au 


260 Kilconquhar L. F 19 Aug; 6,000+ Tay reedbeds at Powgavie P&K 29 Aug; 450 Is of May 10 Se 


ws 
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SR Ee ETE Coe UOT INH Fm Gen hu Tomar Sa Se 
2,000 St.Margaret’s Marsh F late Sep-early Oct; 30 Endrick Mouth Clyde 2 Oct. 
- Most left mid-late Sep with last Caith & Clyde Is 21-30 Aug; High, A&D, M&N, Ayr, Fife & Arg 15-20 Sep; 
_ Fair Is, NE, Shet, Clyde & Bord 28 Sep-1 Oct; Ork 9 Oct; Is of May 22 Oct; Aberlady L 23 Oct. 
hy See Murray, R.D. (1999) Border Bird Report 18: 93-97 for an account of local survey. 
: 
| Swallow Hirundo rustica 
1, Spring: First 2 S.Ronaldsay Ork were on the extraordinarily early date of 9 Mar. Next | Balphetrish, Tiree Arg, 
ln 3Sannox & 1 Brodick, Arran Clyde Is 28 Mar. Then High, D&G, Fife & Clyde 29-30 Mar; P&K, NE & Bord 
dy 2-4 Apr, A&D, Ayr & Loth 5-8 Apr; OHeb, Shet, Fair Is, M&N, Caith & Is of May 16-23 Apr. Main numbers 
Tie in $ late Apr with most in by mid-May. 
ly Best counts: 3,200 Hule Moss B (hr) 11 May; 300 Musselburgh L 14 May; 300 Gladhouse L 28-29 May. 
{py Breeding: Shet 3prs attempted at Foula with pairs Yell, Scalloway, Weisdale & Quendale; Fair Is 2prs with br3 
successful; Ork no systematic count, but possibly fewer revealed OHeb c.10 prs noted; Caith 3br8 noted; High 
ly good season Eigg with several late 2nd broods; M&N 4prs Lhanbryde had 7 nests & MBS 3.9, 3br12 Invererne; 
lin) NE in Maryculter study, 77prs raised 385 young, 5 young per pair, with 27% attempting just a single brood; 
‘mj A&D MBS 5.0 Inver-mark; Fife 29prs at 9 sites with but 3br11 noted with many first broods failed due to poor 
{ j) weather and later broods still in nest into Oct; Forth 9/km? Doune CBC (7); Loth 30prs at 9 sites, late birds in nest 
‘17 Sep; Bord 4br13 noted, 43% juvs amongst 91 birds Eddleston in Aug; Arg triple brooded Tioran, Tiree, last 
iy fledging 22 Sep; Clyde 43prs at 14 sites with 16prs MoD Clyde Estate, many first brooded failed but further 
ky imcreases noted in farming areas; Ayr 15prs in a building Auchincruve, 3br11 noted; D&G 11prs Kirrieroech 
chad MBS 4.33. First fledged Bord 1 Jul; Caith 21 Jul. 
jy, Autumn/winter: Large parties; 440 Dirleton L 11 Aug; 300 Graemeshall L. Ork 19 Aug; 130W(hr) Elie Ness F 
jj | 25 Aug; 150 Fair Is 28 Aug; 1,250 Kingholm D&G late Aug; 580E Society L 31 Aug; 312S (hr) Meikle Craigs 
jy )Ayr 4 Sep; 4,500 Is of May 11 Sep; 630 Newmains B 11 Sep. 
_ Large roosts: 2,400 Abbot’s Inch Clyde 13 Aug; 8,000 Newshot Is. Clyde 29 Aug; 7,000 Aird Meadow Clyde 
__1| Sep; 5,000 Raith Haugh Clyde 8 Sep; 20,000 St.Margaret’s Marsh F 28 Sep. 
‘Most gone by late Sep but many stragglers to mid-Oct, max 9 Keir Farm F 23 Oct. 1-2’s into Nov, last A&D, 
/ ‘Shet, Fair Is, Is of May 6-12 Oct; Ork, P&K, Caith & OHeb 18-23 Oct; M&N, Fife, Bord & Clyde 3-7 Nov; 
High 18 Nov; D&G & Ayr 22 Nov. Latest 1 Musselburgh L 23 Nov. 


I 


ena 
| “Ked-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 


‘1 Skateraw L 30 May. Fourth record for Lothian. 


| 
_ House Martin Delichon urbica 

‘ ‘Spring: First 1 Glen Feshie High 1 Apr; NE, A&D, P&K, Clyde & Ayr 1-5 Apr. Then hiatus until main arrival 

-(h when first D&G 21 Apr; Fair Is, Shet, Clyde Is, Loth & Bord 22 Apr; Fife, Is of May, Arg & Forth 23 Apr; Ork, 

M&N, OHeb & Caith 24-26 Apr. Few large counts: 35 Wards P. Clyde 26 Apr; 39 Duddingston L 5 May. 

:, Movement: 500 L.of Menteith Forth, 280W Aberlady L & 120W Musselburgh L 31 May. 

i), needing: Shet pr bred Walls; Ork bred Scapa & Dounby with an attempt at Tradespark; Caith noted at 3 sites; 

High 30prs N.Sutor cliffs; M&N 24 nests Buckie High School (32)20-25prs RAF Kinloss; NE noted 4 sites; 

A&D 4prs Invermark had MBS 2.5; Fife 30prs Longannet Power Station but cliff colony Kincraig Pt. now 

i -xtinct; Forth 10 nests/km? Doune CBC, 10prs Inverlocharig; Loth cliff nests -101 Canty Bay, 55 Bilsdean & 

ait } Winterfield (5); Bord 24 nests Eddleston ( 23), 76 cliff nests Cove-Dunglass (88), 25 nests Coldstream; Arg 

» ethaps bred East L.Fada, Colonsay; Clyde Is 13 nests Lamlash Hospital, Arran; Clyde 151 nests at 24 colo- 

4 ties; D&G 5 cliff nests Monreith, 2prs returned Minnigaff after 6 year absence. 

be Autumn: 200 Strathbeg NE 6 Jun; 330 Kilconquhar L. F 11 Jun; 170 Lochwinnoch Clyde 7 Aug; 200 Kingholm 

ft! Y&G 9 Aug; 150 Enochdhu P&K 10 Aug; 200 Bandrum F 22 Aug; 200 Kinloss 26-31 Aug; 110 Alton L. B & 

a 00 Cumbrae Clyde Is 30 Aug; 120 Cove B & 110 Eddleston 6 Sep; 1,000 Is of May 10 Sep; 120 St.Abbs B 

‘g | 2 Sep; 200+ Alness H 21 Sep; 100 Coldstream B 23 Sep. Last Ork, Caith, OHeb, Fair Is, P&K, D&G, M&N, 

y jforth & Is of May 2-12 Oct; Bord, Shet, Fife & Clyde 14-17 Oct; Ayr & Loth 21 Oct; NE 22 Oct; High 30 Oct. 

if i latest 2 were at Ardmaddy Bay Arg on 11 Nov. 

- Xichard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 

ee 1 Girdleness NE 1 May; 1| Is of May 10 May; 1 Fair Is 11-13 May. 3 in spring. 

| 
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Autumn: | Fair Is 19 Sep; 1 Baltasound, Unst Shet 21 Sep; 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 22-24 Sep; 1 Is of May 244) 
Sep; 3 Fair Is 25 Sep with 1-2 there 26 Sep-2 Oct; 1-2 Quendale-Ringista Shet 28 Sep-8 Oct; 4 Fair Is &l 
Haroldswick Shet 3 Oct; 2 Fair Is 4 Oct with 1 there to 5 Oct; 1 Ve Ness Oct 13 Oct; 1 Musselburgh L 24 Ne 
4 Dec. 19 in autumn with 9th for Lothian, 9&10th for Is of May, 19th for NE. i 


i 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

Spring: First Tighnahoran Arg 10 Apr; P&K & D&G 11 Apr; High, Fife & Clyde 15-18 Apr; Is of May & Lik 
20-21 Apr; Ork, Forth, Shet, M&N, Fair Is, Ayr, A&D, Bord & OHeb 23-27 Apr; Clyde Is & NE 1-3 May) 
Passage: 3 Endrick Mouth Clyde 19 Apr; 6 Fair Is 28 Apr; 8 Baltasound Shet 10 May; 20 Fair Is 11 May.| 
Breeding: Caith 2 sites in May only; High 12prs Insh Marshes & 8mm Carr Brae, c.25 others noted singingt 
18 sites; M&N 17mmat 11 sites; NE & A&D ‘many’sites; P&K very common Tummell/Rannoch valley; Fe 
21mm at 12 sites, mostly W Fife; Forth 20mm L.Ard; Loth 9mm at 6 sites; Bord 28mm at 12 sites, with 8ni 
Folly Wood; Arg 12 Taynish CBC (15) & br2 Claggain, Islay where seldom breeds; Clyde Is 10mm at 9 sit 
Clyde 204mm at 44 sites with 89 MoD Clyde Estate, 18 Inverbeg & 8 Finnich Glen; Ayr 27mm at 10 sites wil 
9mm Ness Glen; D&G 18prs Wood of Cree. 
Autumn: Movements noted from mid-Jul with last on breeding habitat mid-Aug: 5 Endrick Mouth Clyde 25 J, 
First Is of May 5 Aug; Fair Is 30 Aug, Shet 3 Sep. Passage peaked 3-12 Sep: max counts 20 Is of May, 18 Fr 
Is, 16 Sumburgh Shet, 12 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 5 Whalsay Shet & 5 Fife Ness F. 

Smaller numbers later, mostly 1-2 birds except 7 N.Ronaldsay 27 Sep & 20 Fair Is 1 Oct. 
Last High, Forth, Clyde, Clyde Is & Ayr 11-27 Aug; A&D, M&N, Fife 5-10 Sep; Loth, D&G, Is of May }t 
2-8 Oct; Bord, Shet & OHeb 11-18 Oct. Latest singles N.Ronaldsay & The Reef, Tiree Arg 21 Oct. 


* Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi 
1 Fair Is 24-26 Sep with another 1-6 Oct.; 1 Fetlar Shet 8 Oct. 12th for Shetland, 39th for Fair Isle. 
Photo: Fair Isle bird - Birding World 11: 249 & 379 & Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. | 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Winter/spring: Jan records from areas where scarce or absent continue at a lower level with 3 birds Shet, 1 Fr 
Is, 21 Ork, 2 High, 9 inland M&N, 15 P&K, 6 inland Bord, 2 inland Clyde. 
90 Greenmerse D&G & 25 Millichen Clyde were the best counts in Jan. 
First movements Clyde, M&N, Bord & Forth 1-13 Feb; High 19 Feb. First passage N& W Isles 15-20 Mar.| 
60 Balloch Clyde 1 Feb; 30 Whitemoss Dam Clyde 13 Feb. Main passage in Mar-Apr with 182W Musselburi 
L & 62W/hr Elie Ness F 28 Mar; 1,000 Fife Ness F 30 Mar; 150 Inchdryne H 3 Apr; 1,750N (3hrs) Turnbeil 
Pt. Ayr 5 Apr; 310 upper Tweed B 5 Apr; 730W Aberlady L, 300 Kinnordy A&D & 150 Cove NE 6 Apr; 3}! 
Little Porter A&D & 120 Eigg H 7 Apr; 800 Morenish P&K 8 Apr; 200 Irvine Ayr & 50 Minard Arg 9 Aj 
130 Brora H & 100 Inchinnan Clyde 10 Apr; 1,000+ Chanonry Pt. H 16 Apr; 160 Kilmacolm Clyde 17 Aj, 
240 Fair Is on 3 days 19-30 Apr. ' 
Breeding: Shet 15prs Noss; Fair Is 40prs bred; Ork min 44prs Hobbister, 16prs Copinsay; A&D sample! 
nests Glenesk had MCS 4.6 but MBS only 1.3, suggesting many losses at chick stage; P&K 58prs Vane Far) 


Fife 8prs/km’ on Lomond Hills, 6prs Dumbarnie (15) w. 
Meadow Pipit 37. 7. 8 a 66% decline while 11prs Eden Est.(16) also declined, } 
Highiond N&W NS prs at 4 other sites noted; Forth BBS data indicates moi 


INUScmang | oo 4s | tor 161 |, Pb 
Beatau o Z6 conifer 6.5 contacts /km?(9), 11.7 on moorland (7.3) 


0.07 on farmland (0.04); Loth 30prs Aberlady (35+); Bo 


1) OS 17prs Ettrick Marshes, max BBS contacts 46 Larrist 
(33), 35 East Loch (51) & 27 Philhope (42); Arg 6 Taynish CBC (5), 20 Sanda Is. (25); Clyde 304mm Mc 
Clyde Estate, 20prs Broad Law, 12prs/km? Auchengaich & in W.Renfrewshire moors a transect study estimat 
density of 3,000pr/km/? in best habitats, with average of 40-50prs/km? suggesting total population of 4,000p) 
D&G poor breeding season with few post-breeding flocks, max 42 in Scar Glen BBS. First fledged Shet 28 Ju 
Autumn/winter: First signs of passage from early Jul: 50 Misty Law Clyde 11 Jul; 250 Ben Klibreck H 10 a 
100 Fair Is 19 Aug; 160 Blackdevonmouth Forth 31 Aug; 423W (hr) Anstruther F 4 Sep; 250 Fair Is & 1) 
Fife Ness 5 Sep; 286 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Sep; 7,000 overhead Is of May 10 Sep: 370 Newmains B & 330WE 
F 12 Sep; 800 (4hrs) High Lossit Arg 18 Sep; 120 Leadburn B 19 Sep; 200 Auchans Clyde 25 Sep; 2) 
N.Ronaldsay 28 Sep; 300 St.Kilda OH 2 Oct; 190W (hr) Elie 18 Oct. Few notable records thereafter. 
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4) * Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
; 1 North Rona OH 4 Jun; | Fair Is 5-12 Jun. 1 Fife Ness F 5 Sep; 1 Fair Is 1-2 Oct. 
See Lauder, A. (1999) Fife Bird Report 1998: 138-139 for account of the Fife Ness record. 


~ Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 

~ Winter/spring: 183 counted along Fife F coast & 168 along East Lothian & Borders coast L/B in Jan during 
li NEWS counts; 250 surveyed along 91.5km of NE coast 21 Feb-13 Mar. 46 Fife Ness F, 35 Birsay Bay Ork, 
4), 33 Turnberry Pt.-Balkenna Ayr, 25 Brora H & 25 Herston, S.Ronaldsay Ork in Jan; 44 Portgordon M&N and 
24 Girdleness NE in Feb; 30 (in fall) Dunnet Caith & 26 Crovie NE in Mar; 85 Fair Is in Apr. 
ig@ Breeding: Shet 24prs Noss; Ork min 1 8prs Auskerry, 52prs Copinsay group, 3prs Marwick Head; OHeb 1 5prs 
ti Weaver’s Pt. shore, N.Uist, bred N.Rona; High good success Eigg, br2 Nativity, Black Is.; Fife 3prs Inchkeith; 
‘mt Loth 2prs Fidra; Bord 11prs St.Abbs CBC; Arg 24prs Sanda Is. (30); Clyde Sprs noted; Ayr c.30prs Downan 
‘ite Pr-Finnarts Pt., 3prs Horse Is.; D&G 4prs Meikle Ross, 4prs Mull of Galloway. First fledged Shet 13 Jun. 
wil’ Autumn/winter: 85 Fair Is, 32 Brims Caith, 35 Girdleness & 31 N.Ronaldsay Ork in Sep; 50 Balintore H, 
’ 40 Marwick Bay Ork & 25 Burnmouth B in Oct; 30 Culdumph, Iona Arg in Nov; 29 Portgordon in Dec; 
Sli, Inland: 3 Pittenweem F (1km from shore) 19 Jan with 2 there 22 Nov. 20+ move inland Eigg H to feed in winter. 
‘fi See Will, J.(1999) North-east Scotland Bird Report 1998: 118-121 for account of winter survey of NE coast. 

- Scandinavian Rock Pipit A.s.littoralis 

~ 1N.Ronaldsay Ork 13, 29-30 Mar,17 Apr ; 3 Throntonloch L 25 Mar; 2 Barns Ness L, 1 Peterhead NE 29 Mar 
lava 

- Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flavissima 
= Spring: First Fair Is 4 Apr; Bord & Loth 19-20 Apr; Fife 26 Apr; Is of May 31 Apr; Shet & NE 10 May; D&G 

12 May. Low key passage with 17 birds Fair Is 4 Apr-30 May + 9 un-raced 26 Apr-9 Jun. Also 2 Shet, 4 Fife, 
4 Is of May, c.7 Loth & singles OHeb, NE, Clyde, Bord & D&G. 

_ Breeding: Loth bred East Barns-Skateraw through May & Eweford, juv later at Tyninghame thought to be 
= | locally bred; Bord 12prs +3mm along R.Tweed Sprouston-Birgham 10 May included a flava-type bird, 4m+1f 
’ R.Tweed at Lees, 1m R.Teviot at Roxburgh Barns & pr Teviot at Spittal-on-Rule, pr Newmains May & Jun. 
jf» Autumn: Good autumn. 18 Shet, 10 Fair Is, 5 NE, 4 Fife, 5 Loth, 10 Bord, 2 Arg & singles Is of May, Ayr & 

) D&G. Mostly 1-2 birds, max 3 Torness L & 3 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3-4 Sep. Last Loth, Ayr, Forth, OHeb & NE 
4-13 Sep; Shet, Fife, Fair Is, Ork, Arg & Is of May 1-7 Oct with latest 1 Lees B 15 Oct 
{: | Blue-headed Wagtail M.f,flava : 
fm » Spring: 1 Tyninghame L 13 Apr; 1 Fair Is 2 May with singles there 13-14 May and 6 & 11 Jun; 1 Inverurie NE 
ite 11 May; 1 Papa Westray Ork 30 May & 21 Jul. 
ml i Breeding: pr bred St.Kilda OH (m thought to be flava) br3 in nest 18 Jul with 1-2 young seen until 13 Sep. 
4. First breeding record for Outer Hebrides. 
jy ) Grey-headed Wagtail Mf thunbergi 
_1St.Kilda OH, 1 Caerlaverock D&G & 1 Skinflats Forth 29 Apr; 1 Haroldswick Shet 10 May; 2 Foula Shet 
# | 16 May; 2 St.Kilda 23 May; 1 Fair Is 6-7 Jun; 1 Noss Shet 20-21 Jun. 
jf ) Black-headed Wagtail M_ffeldegg 
i 1 Rattray NE 12 Jul & 6 Aug that showed features of this race was not accepted by BBRC as pure feldegg. 
See Marshall, T. (1998) in Birding Scotland 1; 174-175 for an account of this bird. 
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_* Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 
_Ist- -w Fair Is 3 Sep; 1st-w Baltasound, Unst Shet 6-7 Sep; juv/1st-w Quendale Shet 13-14 Sep; Ist-w Girdleness 
NE 22-25 Sep; Foula Shet 20-23 Sep. First for North-east, 17th-19th for Shetland & 36th for Fair Is. 
_ See Reeves, S.A. (1999) North-east Scotland Bird Report 1998: 121-124 for an account of the Girdleness bird. 
1 Photo of the Quendale bird - Birding World 11: 328. 
"Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
aN Winter/spring: Jan-Feb reports from Caith 2, M&N 5, P&K 2, Forth 7, Bord 5 & Clyde 8. 
“| First record & return to territories Forth 21 Feb; D&G 3 Mar; P&K & Bord 9-14 Mar; High, Caith & Fair 
“| Is 24-31 Mar; Shet 6 Apr. 3 Shet, 8 Fair Is & 2 Ork in spring. Best count: 6 Cramond L 27 May. 
Breeding: Caith noted 7 sites, confirmed at Raey; High very low numbers W.Ross with just 3 of 10 usual sites 
a , occupied, 4prs bred Eigg (3), 3 were success, 4prs Fairy Glen had good success; Fife noted 24 sites, confirmed 
at 8 sites, 5br11 seen; Forth 2prs Doune CBC (1); Loth 18prs at 10 sites with 5prs along 4kms of middle North 


= 
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Esk; Bord 34prs at 14 sites with 7br19 seen, 8prs at 2 WBS sites (7), 5prs along 8kms of upper Tweed & 4p 
along 7kms of middle Teviot; Clyde Is 6prs noted Arran; Clyde 44prs at 38 sites; Ayr 43prs at 39 sites; D& 
S5prs Wood of Cree. First broods Bord 29 Apr; Forth 13 May; Clyde 14 May; Caith 1 Jun. 


Marsh F late Aug; 6E Musselburgh L 6 Sep. Last Killilan H & Brora H 6-13 Oct. Dec records: P&K 2, Clyd 
3 with singles Shet, Caith, M&N & Bord, max count 12 on R.Devon, Dollar-Menstrie Forth 6-9 Dec 


Autumn/winter: 3 Shet, 4 Fair Is & 4 Ork in autumn. Widespread on passage in parties of 1-4 but 20 K2.Chd 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii / 
Winter/spring: Jan-Feb: Ork 8, Caith 5, P&K & Forth. Jan-Feb roosts & flocks: 200 Guardbridge F, 115 Linwoo, 


Clyde, 45 Gannoch D&G, 40 Millichen Clyde, 40 Kilmarnock Bus Station Ayr, 30 Bridge of Don NE, 25 Obs 


Arg, 23 Middleton Clyde, 14 Tweedbank B. 


Return: inland Bord 29 Jan; Kingussie H, inland D&G & Eigg H 11-21 Feb; S.Uist OH & Dunnet Caith dy, 


Balnakeil H 1-4 Mar; N.Ronaldsay Ork 12 Mar; St.Kilda OH & Fair Is 16 Mar; Burrafirth Shet 27 Mar. | 


50+ Tiree Arg, 50 Crosshouse Ayr, 45 Reston B, 30 Dunshill B, 30 Swansfield B, 30 Carrick Academy Avid il) 


Mar; 27 Strathbeg NE in Apr. 


Pied Wagtails 
Steven Brown 
Fife Bird Report 
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Breeding: Shet prs bred at 6 sites; Fair Is 2 nests from a mixed race pair, first failed, second had br3; Or} 
c.30prs at 12 areas; OHeb c.12 sites; Is of May 3prs bred; Fife 9prs on Longannet Power Station, stable 3pr, 
Eden Est.; Forth 10prs/km? Doune CBC (5), lpr Devon WBS (3); Loth prs reported 13 sites with 1 pr successfu 
on Fidra, 6br14 noted; Bord c.70prs noted 20 sites with 14prs Ettrick Marshes, 10prs along 7km of middl) 
Tweed, 8br30 noted (MBS 3.75); Arg 4prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 31 prs MoD Clyde Estate, 3br9 noted elsewhere. 
First fledged Forth 5 Jun; Bord 13 Jun. 

Autumn/winter: 300 Watten Caith & 95 Tyninghame L in Jul; 150 Kildonan, Arran Clyde Is & 73 Glen Fruit 
Clyde in Aug; 225 Kelso B, 240 Ruthwell D&G, 110 St.Andrews F, 90 St.Monance F, 86 St.Boswells B 
80 L.Spynie M&N, 70 Linwood Clyde, 65 Chanonry Pt. H & 49 N.Ronaldsay in Sep; 140 St.Margeret’s Marsl 
F, 82 Broomlees F & 50 Scapa Ork in Oct. Most gone by early Oct. 

34 Helensburgh Clyde in Nov; 260 Melrose B, 100 Kirkcaldy F, 52 Linwood & 28 Kittyfield B in Dec. 


White Wagtail Motacilla a.alba 
Winter/spring: First Clyde & Ork 28 Mar; M&N 29 Mar; Fife, Ayr & Fair Is 4-5 Apr; Shet, fen Arg, Forth 
NE & OHeb 17-24 Apr; NE 3 May. 12 Balgray Res. Clyde, 11 Findhorn Bay M&N & 8 Dunshill B on 24 Apr 
20 Skinflats Forth, 15 Doonfoot Ayr, 15 Tyninghame L, 14 Goosepools F, 12 Musselburgh L, 12 Auchendore| 
Clyde & 8 Whalsay Shet 25-27 Apr; 30 Ruthwell D&G & 26 Cardross Clyde 30 Apr; 47 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Ary 
2 May; 20 Fair Is & 10 E.Ardkenish, Colonsay Arg 10 May. 
Breeding: Mixed pair Fair Is (see above); mixed pair Bay of Suckquoy, Toab Ork 24th May. 
Autumn: 10 Ork, many N&W Isles, 6 Caith, 4 M&N, 2 NE, 1 Loth, 14+ Arg, c.3 Clyde Is, 4 Clyde & 25 Ay 
with none P&K, Is of May, Fife, Bord, D&G. : 


Best counts: 12 Fetlar Shet 22 Aug; 7 Balkenna Ayr 23 Aug; 44 Fair Is 3 Sep; 20 Skaw, Unst Shet 5 Sep 
8 Machrihanish Arg 18 Sep; 6 Monktonhill Ayr 6 Oct. 
1 Whitrig B 1 Dec is an unusual winter record. | 
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Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 

«Cy Winter/spring: 2 Lerwick Shet 4 Jan; 1 Musselburgh L 6-21 Jan; 5 Lossiemouth M&N 5 Jan; 2 Abernethy H 
~ 16 Jan; 1 Inverurie NE 21 Jan; 1 Stirling Forth 30 Jan-12 Feb; 3 Nethybridge H 2-14 Feb; 1 Rosyth F 9 Feb & 
“1 Mar; 3 Bannockburn Forth 16 Feb; 3 Insh H 20 Feb; 21 Lossiemouth 21 Feb; 1 Laggan H 26 Feb; 
“20 L.Katrine Forth 6 Mar; 15 Inverness H 7 Mar; 3 Dalnavert H 29 Mar; | Scalloway Shet | Apr. 


Autumn/winter: | Fair Is 18 Oct, another 27 Oct; 

~ 3 Papdale, Kirkwall Ork 29 Oct; 4 Pitlochry P&K 

3 Nov; 6 Melvich H 6 Nov with 3 there 28 Nov; 

" 1 Fair Is 26 Nov; 1 Lairg H 28 Nov; 1 Ardrossan 

‘ Ayr on 29 Nov; | Bothwell Clyde on 4-15 Dec; 
1 Achfary H 10 Dec; 1 Carsfad D&G 19 Dec. 

‘Return to a very quiet period with probably only 


Area 

N Isles 
N.Scot 
NE Scot 
E/CScot 
SE Scot 
W Scot 
SWScot 


7 22 
966 588 224 22 0 14 24 


56 birds in the early-year and only 10 in the late | 1998 2 > » |! 
TD 1997 1682 


year. 
1996 9221 5227 4073 1025 15 41552 2942 


‘Dipper Cinclus cinclus 
Ork 1 Wideford Burn, St.Ola 17 May with another Trowie Glen, Hoy 30 Jul; OHeb 1-2 L.Ashavat & L.Chliostair, 
“Harris in Jun where uncommon, 2prs Abhainn Roag, S.Uist where scarce; Caith br2 Westerdale; High 6prs 
‘monitored E.Ross with MCS 4.17 & MBS 3.17, 3prs Fairy Glen, successful pr Eigg; P&K 4prs along 3mls of 
supper Glen Almond; Fife prs noted 9 sites, bred at 5; Forth 2prs Doune CBC (1), 9prs on Teith, Callander- 
)Deanston; Loth noted 16 sites, only 2 young noted; Bord 10-12 sites along 13kms of upper Tweed from Merlindale 
to Glenbreck, 8prs at 2 WBS sites(6), many Ist broods washed out but 8br30 noted Peeblesshire, MBS 3.75 
_ (4.25); Arg proved breeding at just 3 sites; Clyde Is min 5prs bred Arran; Clyde 48prs at 37 sites; Ayr 38prs at 
" 26 sites with 8prs Greenock Mains-Catrine rearing 26 juvs, MBS 3.25: D&G stable 4prs Wood of Cree. 
i First fledged Bord 3 May; Caith 10 May; High 12 May; P&K 5 Jun. 
i » Small numbers all year on main burns of Creag Meagaidh H_ up to 700-800m. 
| Black-bellied Dipper C.c.cinclus 
ij | Fair Is 7-17 Apr had a foreign ring. 


=a 


h ‘Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

if ‘Shet 21prs Noss; Fair Is 29prs, a decline from the more usual 37-40prs; Ork 5-6mm Crantit, St.Ola, Sprs 
_Egilsay, 5prs Queenamidda had low success; OHeb N.Uist - 11mm Langass area, S.Uist - 22mm N.Lochynort- 
© ‘Meall Mor; High 45% increase in ads Eigg CBC with many young, 200% increase in juvs at L.Eye CES; Is of 


Breeding Bird Survey % plots mean counts 
Wren 97 98 
Highland, N&W Isles] 40 48S || 4.11 5.69 


NE Scotland Ee ent RE Ba 
E/C Scotland MOS SOG 


“| ‘May 3prs; Fife general increases with 25prs Eden Est.(19), 
7 | 8prs Dogton Farm, 5 nests Valleyfield Woods, 2prs Inch- 
, colm; Forth 17prs/km* Doune CBC (3), 16prs lower Devon 
_ (11); Loth 33prs Roslin Glen CBC, 25prs Addiewell Bing 


97 98 
40 48 
69 72 
~ |(19), 25prs Bawsinch (17 in ‘96), 13prs Vogrie (14); Bord ADs 
| ' SE Scotland 
37prs Ladyurd (5), 3prs Ettrick Marshes, 29mm Pease 


Dean, 11prs Castlecraig (3), 6prs St.Abbs CBC (6); Arg 

S3prs Taynish CBC (40), 13prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 394prs noted at 28 sites with 181 MoD Clyde Estate, 22prs 
__ | Baron’s Haugh (14 in ‘96), 17prs Merryton (14), 16prs Cathkin Braes (10 in ‘96). First broods first seen; Bord 
: (4 Sul; Caith 4 Jul. 
i Poor success St.Margaret’s Marsh F where 77% drop in juvs caught despite twice as many breeding pairs. 
: ‘Best counts: 23 Elie Estate F in Jan; 15 Forfar L. A&D in Jul; 16 Balloch Park Clyde in Sep; 45 (Shrs) in 
"farmland survey NT62 ( Jedburgh) B in Dec 

30 Fife Ness F 1 Oct; 14 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 3 Oct; 45 Is of May & 20 St.Abbs 7 Oct; 10 Skerries Shet 18 Oct. 
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Dunnock Prunella modularis 

‘Winter/spring: 1 Shet in Jan/Feb, none Fair Is & 4 Ork. 

First Shet 28 Mar, Fair Is 29 Mar & N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Apr. Good passage N. Isles, 81 Fair Is, 19 N.Ronaldsay 

'& 12 Stronsay Ork 7-8 Apr; 16 Whalsay Shet 24 Apr; 20 Fair Is 8 May. 2 St.Kilda OH 29 Apr-1 May, first 
4 ‘since 1992. Fair Is ringing shows a rapid turnover. 
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Breeding: Shet 1 sang Voe but did not linger; Ork 2-3prs Queenamidda and single pairs Finstown, Herston oj) 
S.Ronaldsay & Trumland on Rousay, singers noted 4 other sites; OHeb N.Uist 4mm Langass area, S.Uist 9p 
N.Lochynort-Meall Mor (some in just bracken & heather); High worst-ever year Melvich ringing site continue), 
local decline after 5 consecutive poor years; P&K 5prs Vane Farm (8); Is of May brood-patched female in May) 


Jun thought to be failed mainland breeder; Fife 40% reduction St.Margaret’s Marsh CES where 35% drop ij! 


juvs, 9prs Eden Est. (12), 22mm noted at 12 other sites; Forth 8prs/km? Doune CBC (6), Sprs lower Devon (5) 
Loth 3lprs Aberlady (25), 13prs Straiton Bing, 5prs Roslin Glen CBC (4), 4prs Addiewell Bing (5), 4pr) 
Bawsinch, 2prs Vogrie CBC (2); Bord 5prs St.Abbs CBC (8), 4prs Pease Dean; Arg 3prs Taynish CBC (1), py 
bred Sanda Is.; Clyde 20prs MoD Clyde Estate, 12prs Cathkin Braes (12 in ‘96), 7prs Merryton (14). 
First fledged Loth & Bord 30 May. 
Autumn/winter: Good passage N.Isles from mid-Sep, 50 Is of May, 15 Finnarts Pt. Ayr & 8 Skateraw L 26-2) 


Sep; max 100 Fair Is, 60 Is of May, 30 Skerries Shet, 25 St.Abbs, 20 N.Unst Shet, 20 Fife Ness F, 8 Ardmor 
Pt. Clyde & 12 N.Ronaldsay 1-6 Oct. 21 Nairn Bar M&N & 13 in farmland survey NT35 (Dalkeith) L in Dec 


Robin Erithacus rubecula | 
Winter/spring: N.Isles - 14 Shet & 2 Fair Is in Jan/Feb but ‘numerous’ Ork. First passage Fair Is 24 Mar, ot 
28 Mar & Ork 5 Apr. Ringing shows a rapid turnover on Fair Is. 

Main passage 4-12 Apr when 190 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 170 Fair Is, 60 Girdleness NE, 50 Stronsay Ork, 40 Fetla 
Shet, 30 Sumburgh Head Shet, 30 St.Abbs B, 25 Fife Ness F, 20 Papa Westray Ork, 15 Is of May, 15 Eswic, 
Shet & 12 Barns Ness L. 30 Drums NE, 20 Forvie NE & 16 Girdleness 5-6 May. 


! 


Breeding: Ork 7prs Trumland, Rousay, 3prs Binscarth, also noted Queenamidda, Finstown & White Glen, Hoy 


OHeb c.20prs noted; High good success Melvich, 23% in 
Breeding Bird Survey % plots mean counts | 
Robin 97 98 97 98 


crease Eigg CBC with continued recovery to pre-95/9) 
levels; Fife 10% increase in ads at St.Margaret’s Marsh CE; 
but poor breeding reflected in 33% drop in juvs, 17prs Ede; 
Est. (9), 2prs Inchcolm, 25mm Tentsmuir, 12mm Newport 
Forth 4prs/km* Doune CBC (4), 6prs lower Devon (2); Lot! 
40prs Roslin Glen CBC (28), 14prs Aberlady (11+), 11pr 
Bawsinch, |1prs Straiton Bing; 10prs Vogrie CBC (9); Bord 29mm Ettrick Marshes, 16mm Ladyurd (11), 7mr 
Castlecraig (7),6mm Dawyck Glen & 6mm Pease Dean; Arg 15prs Taynish CBC (22); Clyde 338prs noted 2 
23 sites with 174prs MoD Clyde Estate, 33prs Chateauherault, 9prs Merryton (14); Ayr pr Ailsa Craig, bu: 
outcome not known. First fledged Bord 8 May; High 26 May; Ork 14 Jun; Loth 19 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: First Ork, Fair Is & Is of May from 2 Sep on Fair Is & 4 Sep on Shet. Small numbers (up to 20 
Sep before 23-28 Sep when 70 Fair Is, 50 Dunbeath Caith, 40 Balmedie NE, 40 Sumnburgh Shet, 30 Finnart 
Bay Ayr, 26 Coldingham L. B & 23 N.Ronaldsay 23-28 Sep. 
Major fall from 1-6 Oct when 1,500 Fife Ness Muir F, 600 Is of May, 300 Fair Is, 200 Stronsay, 150 St.Abbs 
140 Barns Ness L, 100+ Ethie Mains A&D, 100+ Tarbat Ness H, 80 Skerries Shet, 70 Balcomie F, 60 Denbur 
Wood F, 59 Burnmouth B, 51 Skateraw L, 50+ Montrose Links A&D, 50 Kineff NE, 47 Burghead M&N 
45 Tiree Arg, 40 Deerness Ork, 40 Noup Head, Westray Ork, 31 Whalsay Shet, 30 Durness H, 30 Ardmore Pi 
Clyde, 30 Noss Head Caith & many Brora area H. 
Few notable counts thereafter but 20 Iona Arg in Nov & 30+ Rosemarkie area H in Dec. | 


* Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 
1 Fair Is 10-15 May, with another on 12 May; | Is of May 28 May, joined by another 29 May with 1 staying t 
4 Jun; 1 Fair Is 1-23 Jun, also joined by another 5 Jun. 


1 Whalsay Shet 10 Sep. /6th for Shet, 39th-42nd for Fair Is. 
See British Birds 92: 589 for photos of Is of May & Fair Is birds. 


Nightingale Sp. Luscinia sp. 
1 Wideford Burn, St.Ola Ork 20 May & 1| Is of May 17 Aug could not be identified to species. 
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* Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos | 


1 Cruden Bay NE 12 May sang occasionally. Seventh record for North-east Scotland. | 


| 
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1) Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 


7 Spring: 53 in spring. First 1 Fair Is 9 May; 1 Foula Shet & 1 Papa Westray Ork 10 May; 1 Haroldswick Shet 
lls} & 1 Is of May 11 May; 1 Stronsay Ork, 1 Rattray NE & 1 Girdleness NE 12 May. 

lay Further 4 Shet, 6 Fair Is, 5 Ork, 1 Caith, 1 Fife & 2 Is of May 13-20 May, max 5 Fair Is 15 May. 

0) Later arrival 27 May-1 Jun when with 2 Shet, 7 Fair Is, 3 Ork, 10 Is of May & 1 Bord. 


‘}) Breeding: 1m sang Corrimony H 18 Jun. 

‘i’ Autumn: 38 in autumn. First 2 Fair Is 2 Sep before a 

‘M hiatus until 13 Sep when trickle N.Isles 14-24 Sep 
with 5 Shet, 3 Fair Is & 1 Ork. 

Main influx 24 Sep-4 Oct when 25 Shet & 3 Fair Is 
by (but none Ork), mostly singles but 2 Whalsay Shet & 
itt 2 Scatness Shet 28-29 Sep. Last singles Is of May on 
De § Oct & Norwick Shet 9 Oct. 


1-15 16-31 1-15 
May May Jun 


1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 
—Sep__Sep__Oct Oct 
2 16 - 


Shet 9 

Ork 2 : 
Fair Isle 4 2 
Caith - = s 
NE 

Is of May 4 

Fife 


Bord 
Total 


=, Photos: Virkie, Shet bird - Birding World 11: 173 & Rattray 
NE bird Birding Scotland 1:43. 


me 2 

ma Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus 

»j, Adm Foveran NE 27-28 Sep. 

| Mirst for North-east Scotland. 

See Cosgrove, P. (1999) Birding Scotland 2: 36-39 for an 

_ account & photos of the Foveran bird. 

il) Photos: British Birds 92: 590; Birding World 1: 332 & 470. 

tl 

‘} \Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

Cf Winter: Singles Girdleness NE 8 Jan, Dunnet Caith 17 Jan, Fair Is 23 Jan-28 Feb, Scurdie Ness A&D | Feb & 

4 Sorsewall Pt. D&G 21 Feb. 

pat )5pring: First Fair Is 8 Mar; Ork, Clyde Is & Clyde 12-18 Mar; NE, Loth, Bord, A&D, Fife & Caith 3-10 Apr; 

Li igh 16 Apr; Shet & Is of May 24-29 Apr; D&G & OHeb 2-13 May. 

‘Very poor spring with 6 Shet, 22 Fair Is, 11 Ork, 13 NE, 6 Is of May, 2 Fife, 1 Loth 2 Bord, & singles OHeb, 

It Caith, A&D, Loth, Clyde Is & Clyde. Most birds present early-mid Apr, later influxes were almost wholly 

ali vonfined to Fair Is. Mostly 1-2 birds but 4 Girdleness 10 Apr; 3 Is of May 14 Apr. 

© Autumn: First NE 3 Aug; Fife 6 Sep; Bord 27 Sep; Shet, Is of May, Loth & Fair Is 4-11 Oct. Again a very poor 
utumn with just 8 Shet, 6 NE & 2 Bord and singles Fair Is, Ork, Is of May & Loth. 

0) | Winter (from mid-Nov): 1 Fair Is 18 Nov; 2 Gullane L 20 Nov; 1 Lerwick Shet 21-22 Nov; 1 St.Abbs B 24-25 

i |Nov; 1 Seamill Ayr 27 Nov-3 Dec; | Ardmillan Ayr 30 Nov; 1 Whalsay Shet 6 Dec. 


7 Oct 

14-15 May 

31 May- I Jun 
28 Oct 

29-30 Oct 

21 Sep 


Previous records: Whalsay Shet 
Isle of May 


Fetlar Shet 


W 


Fife Ness F 
Fair Isle 
Fair Isle 


i) |Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
it \Spring: First 5 Balloch Castle Clyde 14 Apr; Ork & High 15-16 Apr; Arg, P&K, Is of May 21-22 Apr; Fair Is, 
it! | WE, D&G, Loth, A&D, Ayr & Forth 23-25 Apr; Bord & OHeb 29-30 Apr; M&N & Shet 10 May. 
«! |ittle discernable passage on E.coast with most first birds direct to territories. 
‘Very few in N.Isles. Best count, by far was 10 Langwell Caith 23 May. 
|3reeding: High 12prs Insh Marshes, 3-4prs Applecross Bay, Ist successful breeding Eigg; M&N 5 sites; A&D 
= | food numbers Glen Prosen & Glen Esk, MCS 6.2, MBS 3.8 in nest and 2.8 fledging; Forth 45 nests Trossachs 
olony had 230 young, MBS 5.11; Loth 3 sites; Bord 80prs noted at 42 sites with 11 Monynut Woods, 8prs 
| Jawyck Glen & 6prs Williamhope; Arg 4prs Bonawe had MCS 7.0 & 3br16, MBS 5.3, 6prs Taynish CBC (8); 
‘Clyde Is noted 2 sites; Clyde 35prs at 16 sites with 9prs Glen Luss; Ayr 42prs at 12 sites with 13prs Ness Glen 
‘< 10prs Glen Afton (6); D&G 23prs in partial survey Wood of Cree, 4prs Hensol. First fledged Bord 11 Jul. 
‘Autumn: First movements mid-Jul. Influx 1-6 Sep when 50 St.Abbs B, 40 Is of May, 25 Stronsay Ork, 25 
umburgh Head Shet, 25 Fair Is, 22 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 13 St.Fergus NE, 11 Dunglass L, 10 Barns Ness L & 
Noss Head Caith. After a mid-month hiatus another fall 25 Sep-3 Oct when 50 Tarbat Ness H, 20 Fair Is, 
01s of May, 20 St.Abbs, 15 Barns Ness, 13 N.Ronaldsay 12 Dowlaw B, 12 Whalsay Shet, 11 Unst Shet and 
s 0 Fife Ness F with 1-4 birds on W coast at Durness H, Eigg & Borgie H. 
\ ast P&K, Clyde & Ayr 26-30 Aug; M&N, Caith, High, Loth, A&D, Arg, NE & Bord 3-8 Oct. 1 Seaton Dean 
‘11 Oct but a very late birds Stronsay Ork 2 Nov, Herston S.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Nov & Is of May 3-6 Nov. 
p | Girdleness NE 24 Sep with a white wing panel resembled the Central Palearctic race P.p.samamisicus. 


At 
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Whinchat Saxicola rubetra | 
Spring: First | Abernethy Forest H 7 Apr. Then D&G 12 Apr. Shet, Ork, Clyde & Is of May 23-24 Apr; B | x 
P&K, Ayr, Forth & Loth 25-27 Apr; Caith, Arg, Fair Is & NE 28-30 Apr; M&N, OHeb & Fife 2-11 May. Wek 
passage with max 4 Is of May 20 & 25 May; 10 Fair Is 2 Jun. Just 5 in Shet & 11 Ork in spring. oo 
Breeding: Ork present 2 sites not did not breed; OHeb 8 sites; High 23prs Eigg croftland study (16) ‘ , 
another 5prs elsewhere and lots of young; unusually abundant Creag Meagaidh with 6-10prs, with several de 
ble-brooded, 6prs Poolewe- oma noted 18 other sites; M&N only noted at 4 sites; A&D ‘many’ but! 
details; P&K ‘less common’; Fife noted 6 sites, confirmed at Glenvale, Leuchars & Goosepools; Forth 6/§ © 
L.Arklet, Sprs Menteith, 3 upper Glendevon; Loth low numbers, 4mm at 3 sites; Bord 106prs at 48 sites wh a 
12prs Dewar, 8prs Mountbenger & 6prs Kilpallet; Arg 9prs Colonsay (9), 1Oprs Machrihanish with 22 other's 4 
noted; Clyde 162prs at 62 sites with 46prs MoD Clyde Estate; Ayr 29prs at 17 sites; D&G 15 L.Straon ardf 
First broods High 23 Jun, Fife 27 Jun, Bord & Forth 6 Jul; Clyde 17 Jul. 
Autumn: Last on territory to early Sep but movements from mid-Aug. Post-breeding groups: 14 Glenvale F 5 q 
14 Robroyston Clyde 28 Jul; 10 Carsebeck P&K 18 Aug. 
Passage movement from 1-7 Sep when max 60 Stronsay Ork, 50 Sumburgh Shet, 50 Fair Is, 30 St. Abbe 
35 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 27 Whalsay Shet, 20 Duncansbay Head Caith, 16 Fetlar Shet, 15 Is of May, 12 Honit r 
sgeo Ork, 11 Rattray NE, 8 Cove NE, 7 Coldingham L. B, 7 Longhaugh Pt. Clyde, 6 Barns Ness L, 5 Tarp 
Ness H & 5 Outhead F. Smaller movement 27-Sep-3 Oct when max 6 Whalsay & 5 St.Abbs. 
Last P&K, M&N & Clyde 6-19 Sep; Ayr & Is of May 27-28 Sep; High, Bord, Fife, A&D & NE 1-6 Oct; idl 
Fair Is & Arg 11-17 Oct; Shet 31 Oct & a very late bird N.Ronaldsay 25 Oct-17 Nov. 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Winter/spring: Jan/Feb: Ork (5 sites), Caith (3), M&N (4), P&K (2), Fife (6), Forth, Loth (4) & Clyde (6). | 
First on passage: Loth 28 Feb; Forth 8 Mar, Fair Is 12 Mar; Ork 22 Mar, Shet 29 Mar; Bord 5-7 Apr. 
Breeding: Ork 43prs Hoy (37), 25prs West Mainland, 12prs Hobbister, 11prs Birsay Moors & 12 others ell 
where OHeb 8 areas held 35prs with at least 16 broods noted; Caith 12 sites, proved at 4 sites; High 1Sprs Eiz 
(8) with many double brooded, 12prs Scourie-Lochinver road, 6prs L.a’Chroisg, 4prs Creag Meagaidh; Mél 
24prs, 15 on coast & 9 inland; NE confirmed at 7 sites with 5br8 seen; A&D recolonised at 5 coastal siti; 
P&K 33prs noted; Fife noted 17 sites with proof of breeding at Kilminning & Kilrenny Mill; Forth noted 9 si} 
in Balquidder, Gungunnocks & Trossachs; Loth 8prs Pentlands, pr Moorfoots & 3prs Lammermuirs; Bal 
noted 27 sites, confirmed at 5 sites, 4br15 seen; Arg 33prs Colonsay/Oronsay (27), 3prs Sanda Is., Sprs L.Gon, 
Islay also noted 11 sites Mull, 9 sites Tiree, 4 sites mid-Argyll & 3 other sites Islay; Clyde Is 3prs Glen Ro}, 
Arran; Clyde 59prs at 298 sites with 14prs MoD Clyde Estate & 26 W.Renfrewshire, 7br21 seen; ; 
First broods Bord 29 Apr; Arg 7 May, Fife 12 May; Ork 22 May & OHeb 25 May. 

First of 2nd broods Ork 8 Jul. Late brood Thurso Caith 22 Oct. 

Autumn/winter: Sep-early Nov movements, max 8 Duncansby Caith 5 Sep & 5 Muirhouse Muir Clyde 11 Si. 
Dec records: 4 Ork, 4 Caith, 1 M&N, 2 P&K, 2 Forth & 1 Loth, 2 Clyde & 4 Ayr but none Fife & Bord. 
Siberian Stonechat S.t.maura/stejnegeri 

Ist-w Turnberry Ayr 26 Sep; f/1st-w Bressay, Shet 3 Oct; f/1st-w Sandwick Shet 24 Oct; 1f/1st-w Spiggie SE: 
24 -25 Oct. First for Ayrshire. The Shetland birds were all thought to be maura. 


* Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 
Ist-w Fair Is 20-29 Sep. First for Fair Isle,fourth for Scotland & 15th for Britain. 


See Gordon, J.R.W. et al. (1999) Birding Scotland 2: 40-42. for an account and photos of the bird. 
Photo: Birding World 11: 326 & Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. { 


Wheatear Oenanathe oenanthe 
Spring: First | Carnish, S.Uist OH 5 Mar. Then M&N 12 Mar; D&G 14 Mar; Arg & Fife 20-22 Mar; Fair | 
Shet, High, P&K, NE, Bord, Loth, Ayr, Ork, Clyde & Clyde Is 24-30 Mar; Forth & Caith 8-9 Apr. 

20 Lunderston Bay Clyde & 15 Oronsay Arg 30-31 Mar; 17 Maidens Ayr 4 Apr; 200 Fair Is, 29 St.Abbs 
30 Tyninghame L, 27 Aberlady L 23-28 Apr; 42 Beionn Hough, Tiree Arg 3 May. 

Passage peak 9-12 May: 230 Fair Is, 200 Foula Shet, 87 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 43 Girdleness NE, 37 Abera 
30 L.a’Phuill, Tiree Arg, 30 Is of May, 19 St.Abbs & 15 Rattray NE 9-12 May. 100 St.Kilda OH 19 May.) 
Breeding: Shet 43prs Noss; Fair Is c.SOprs but many nests in burrows flooded out; Ork 18prs N.Hoy, 164 
N.Hill, Papa Westray with 32prs at 10 other sites/islands; OHeb 20prs at 5 sites noted, 6br21 seen, MBS 3.5 


| 
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-4prs N.Rona; High noted at least 33 sites, excellent season Eigg; Fife pr Lomond Hills with br2, also bred 

- Cocklemill Marsh; Is of May 2prs bred, one with a second brood; Forth 6prs L.Arklet & 6prs L.Ard, Sprs 

» Monachyle; Loth noted 6 sites with 30prs Moorfoot Valley (22) but 10 nests lost to flooding, 16prs Swanson 
(14), lower numbers than usual in Lammermuirs; Bord 74prs at 40 sites with 10prs Hopecarton & 7prs Mill 

| Burn, Manor, 19 juvs at Megget in Aug suggests reasonable breeding season; Arg 12prs Lunga, Mull, 15prs 

Sanda Is, 20prs Machir Bay, Islay; Clyde Is 8prs Lochranza/N.Sannox; Clyde 118prs at 33 sites with 15prs 

_L.Sloy but many sites abandoned (poor weather ?) in W.Renfrewshire; Ayr 46prs noted at 26 sites with 7prs 

- Blackcraig Hill. First fledged High 13 Jun, Bord 14 Jun, Shet 17 Jun; Fife 5 Jul; Clyde 18 Jul. 

a Autumn: 26 Kingsbarns area F 8 Aug; 8 Leuchars F 16 Aug. Main Movement 31 Aug-5 Sep with 260 Fair Is, 

nm 150 Is of May, 104 N.Ronaldsay, 60 Skateraw L, 45 S.Ronaldsay Ork, 30 St.Abbs, 20 Girdleness & 20 Balmedie 

rel NE. 98 N.Ronaldsay 24 Sep; 11 Barns Ness L & 7 Yonderton Clyde 28 Sep; 60 Burray Ork, 41 N.Ronaldsay, 
- 10 Torness L, 6 Lumsdaine, 5 St.Abbs & 5 Kilminning F 2-7 Oct. 

‘SI Last Ayr, Clyde Is & Clyde 4-10 Oct; D&G, Loth, Bord, Shet & Caith 12-19 Oct; Arg, M&N, A&D, OHeb & 
’ Fair Is 23-27 Oct; Is of May & Ork 29-30 Oct; last 1 Insh H & St.Andrews F 31 Oct. 

1s I Greenland Wheatear O.0.leucorhoa 

iol 1 Lendalfoot Ayr 25 Apr; 5 N.Uist & Benbecula OH 29 Apr-7 May; 5 Bandeath Forth & 1 Kilwhannel Ayr 

ti 3 May; 2 Caerlaverock D&G 4 May; 3 Drynie Park H & 1 Palacerigg Clyde 6 May; 3 Musselburgh L 11 May; 
_ 1 Tyninghame L 16 May; 1 Tiree Arg mid-May. 

af 1 Oronsay Arg & 1 Tulloch H 11 Sep; max 45 S.Uist 12-26 Sep; 1 Barshare Ayr 23 Sep; 1 Turnberry Ayr & 
1 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 26 Sep; 1 Kinniegar Ayr 4 Oct; 3 Blackwaterfoot, Arran Clyde Is 8 Oct; 1 Duncansby 
‘Ness Caith 23 Oct. 


aS | 


~* Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti 
. fi Fimm Musselburgh L from | Dec 1997 to 4 Jan 1998. 


6) 


se 
. * White’s Thrush Zoothera dauma 

mT 1 found dead Ormiston Hall L 12 Oct; 1 N.Tolsta, Lewis OH 14-27 Oct. First for Outer Hebrides & Lothian. 
rj See Broadbent, I. (1999) Birding World 2: 35 for account of the Hebrides bird in Birding Scotland . Photos: Birding World 11: 372 & 
a b 471; Birding Scotland 2:36; British Birds 92: 60; Outer Hebrides Bird Report 1998. 

ak See Busby, J. & Broadbent, I. (1999) Birding Scotland 2: 34-35 for an account & artwork of the Lothian bird & Busby, J. (1999) 
bi) Lothian Bird Report 1998 125-126. for account. Also photo in Birding World 11: 412. 
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White’s Thrush, Ormiston 1998 : Photo: Ian Andrews 


¢ |* Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
MA id Feal Burn, Fetlar Shet 30 Apr-1 May. First for Shetland, third for Scotland & sixth for Britain. 
ile te T.&J.Davies (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 92-93 for an account of the bird. 
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Ca A OT OR SON CORPS 
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 


Winter/spring: | String Road, Arran Clyde Is 3 Mar. Then High 16 Mar; D&G & Clyde 24 Mar; P&K 28 Mal) * 


Fair Is, Ork, Shet, NE & Bord 5 Apr; Loth & A&D 8-9 Apr; Is of May, Forth 15-26 Apr; Fife 2 May. 


5 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 4 Fair Is 5 Apr, reaching a max 17 Fair Is 6 Apr. Few elsewhere on passage with total | ‘ 


10 Shet, c.14 Ork & 5 Is of May, 3 St.Abbs B 24 Apr was the only other report to exceed 2 birds. 
Breeding: OHeb reported from 2 suitable sites; High c.56prs at noted 44 sites with 6prs Glen Diebidale, Api 
Creag Meagaidh & 4prs L.Coire; M&N only 2 reports; NE relatively stable population Glen Clunie wif) 
c.55prs (c.45 in 1991) with 52 nests & 177 chicks ringed; A&D 40prs in Angus Glens had MCS of 3.8 & MB 
of 3.2; P&K reported from 29 sites; Forth 5mm sang at 3 sites; Loth 9mm at 5 sites; Bord 52prs noted at 19 site! 
with 56 chicks ringed in study, 6prs had second broods, also seen 9 other sites; Arg 4mm at 2 sites; Clyde Is jul 
2 sites Arran; Clyde 6prs at 4 sites. First fledged High 2 Jun, Bord 14 Jun; Loth 20 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: 7 Beinn Eun H 19 Sep. Other than on Fair Is & Ork the passage was poorly observed with jul 
3 Shet, 1 OHeb, 5 NE, 7 Is of May, 8 Fife, 2 Loth, 6 Bord, 3 Arg, 2 Clyde & 1 D&G. 

All 1-2 birds except 5 St.Abbs 27 Sep. Regular Fair Is 25 Sep-5 Oct with 7 on 25 Sep, max 31 on 2 Oct with 
on 22 Oct. Regular on Ork 26 Sep-23 Oct, but only 1-3 birds noted. 

Last NE, Loth & Bord 2-6 Oct; Clyde Is & Fife 17-22 Oct; Is of May & Ork 23-24 Oct. Late birds The Oa, Isle 
Arg 24 Oct, Lochdon, Mull Arg 19 Nov & an exceptional 1 Cruachan Res. Arg 29 Dec. 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
Winter/Spring: 49 Sultigeo Ork, 43 Foula Shet, 42 Tweedbank B, 20 Musselburgh L & 17 Sumburgh Heg 
Shet in Jan. 3 St.Kilda OH 4-23 Feb. 21 Russadale Ork 12 Mar; 113 Langlee B & 52 Tweedbank 21 Mar. | 
Passage birds: 35 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 20 Quendale Shet 5 Apr; moderate passage Fair Is 5-25 Apr, max 184 ¢ 
17 Apr; 200 Papa Westray Ork 16-22 Apr. 

Breeding: Shet pr fledged young Quoys, Unst in a tractor, despite it being driven to Norwick and back!, 2- a 
Burrafirth where not usual, increase to 4prs Noss; Ork 15prs Birsay Moors, 10prs Egilsay, 7prs N.Hoy; Hig 
further 10% decrease Eigg CBC, poor season L.Eye CES with 77% decrease in juvs caught; Fife good overwinti 
survival at St.Margaret’s Marsh CES but poor weather resulted in 25-30% reduction in productivity, 8-9p: 
Eden Est., 10mm Newport, 8mm Peppermill, 2prs Inchcolm, | pr Inchkeith; Forth 17prs/km? Doune CBC (13): 
13prs lower Devon (8); Loth 32prs Roslin Glen CBC (29), 16prs Bawsinch, 12prs Aberlady (11+), 1p 
Straiton Bing; 7prs Vogrie; Bord 10prs Ettrick Marshes, 4prs St.Abbs CBC (3); Arg 4prs Taynish CBC, 20p 
Tiree, lpr Sanda Is.; Clyde 180prs at 18 sites with 91prs MoD Clyde Estate, 16 Greenhills, E.Kilbride, 10p) 
Merryton (9). 2 newly-fledged young Central Station, Glasgow Clyde last week Jan with 1 juv Glasgow Cro; 
Clyde 20 Feb. Otherwise, first nests OHeb 1 Feb and M&N 9 Feb; first fledged Bord 4 May, Ork 12 May, Cait 
24 May; High 3 Jun, Forth 10 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: Few concerted movements: 35 Catfirth Shet 11 Sep; 20 Whalsay Shet 21 Sep; 57 N.Ronaldsa 
22 Sep; 200+ Ethie Castile & 100 Ethie Mains A&D, 75 Balmedie NE & 15 St.Abbs 27-28 Sep; 34 Fair Is 6 Oc 
40 Is of May 13 Oct; 140 N.Ronaldsay 21 Oct; 120 Fair Is 22 Oct; 250 Is of May 3 Nov; 400 St.Abbs, 150 Fi 
Ness F & 30 Cove NE 12-13 Nov; 40 Braemar NE 15 Nov. | 
Best Dec counts: 55 Longannet F, 51 Grondigar Ork; 36 Saline F, 33 Seafield D&G & 32 Tweedbank. | 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Winter/spring: Just a single large Jan/Feb count with 1,000 Aberlady-Gullane L. Somewhat more counts tha 
last year in the 300-99 range with 500 Darleith Clyde, 400 Bardnaheigh Caith, 350 Muirhead Farm F, and 30 
Tister Caith, Blairdrummond Forth, Glenouther Ayr & Longside NE. Max elsewhere: 250 P&K, 200 D&d 
M&N & A&D, 160 Bord, 120 Shet, 106 Arg, 100 Clyde Is. 75 High & 40 OHeb. 
With a few large flocks in N.Isles the usual late Mar-May passage was not as confined as usual to C &S 
Scotland. 21 flocks between 250-2,000 noted (23). 310 Chapelton M&N 7 Mar; 500 Gilkerscleugh Clyd! 
500 Caldermill Clyde & 260 Glenboig Clyde 13-15 Mar. 1,000 Corsbie B, 700 Reston B, 400 Kilry A&D 
250 Braes of Doune Forth 28-31 Mar; 400 Cademuir B & 300+ Kinnordy A&D 4-6 Apr; 500 Bonkle Clyde « 
305 South Newton Clyde 16-18 Apr; 900 Halmyre B, 600 Westruther B, 400 Gladhouse L 20-21 Ap! 
1,200 Unst Shet, 660 Fair Is, 400 Longcote Burn B & 325 Fetlar Shet 25 Apr; 2,000 Longformacus B 26 A 
Max elsewhere 250 P&K, 200 Caith & Fife, 130 Ayr, 120 D&G, 100 High & OHeb 30. 

200 sang Kippo Wood F to mid-May. Last OHeb, P&K, M&N & Caith 26-29 Apr; A&D & Arg 2-3 May; Ay 
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| Clyde, High, NE & Loth 13-18 May; Ork 23 May; Bord 30 May; Fife 2 Jun. 
Vary Breeding: Shet | Burrafirth 29 May & 27-28 Jun; Fair Is 1 summered; Ork | Stronsay 11 Jul; Fife 1 sang 
‘suitable site’ to 2 Jun; Bord alarming birds 2 sites mid-May but did not linger. 
def Autumn/winter: First 20 N.Ronaldsay Ork 23 Aug; Shet & Loth 3 Sep; Fair Is 8 Sep; Is of May, A&D, OHeb 
& Bord 24-27 Sep; High, P&K, Clyde, Arg & Fife 4-18 Oct; M&N, Ayr, Caith & Forth 20-25 Oct; D&G 4 Nov. 
ing Generally considered a poorish autumn. Very few birds before c.10 Oct, max 30 Fair Is & 10 Ethie Mains 
vith A&D. 700 St.Abbs B 13 Oct; 8,000+ Clynelish H, 4,000 N.Ronaldsay & 1,200 Fair Is 21-22 Oct; 3,000 Rogart 
\R, H, 1,000 Lairg H, 250 Durigarth Shet, 250 Rannoch Station P&K & 150 Fair Is 24-30 Oct; 600 Craigurd B & 
‘ig 500 Kilmartin Arg 2 Nov; 730 Braco P&K 8 Nov; 2,000 Kilmore Arg, 1,000 Cloch Clyde, 700 Selvieland 
sii) Clyde & 290 Whalsay Shet 10-12 Nov; 2,500 Braemar NE, 1,000 Morenish P&K, 665 Glen Dochart Forth, 
600 Ruthven D&G, 600 Bonawe Arg & 300 Merryton Clyde 14-15 Nov; 1,700 (1hr) Lochalsh Dam H, 1,000 
ijiy) Plock of Kyle H, 1,000 Carr Brae H, 500 Glen Finglas Forth, 400 Braeleny Forth, 400 Castleton of Asloun NE 
& 300 Glen Dye NE 20-24 Nov; 1,000 Lurignich Arg, 912 Glen Fruin Clyde & 500 L.Tay Forth 28-29 Nov. 
‘ih! 500 Baron’s Haugh Clyde, 300 Harden B, 280 Tibbermore P&K & 250 West Riggs L in Dec. 


Islay 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Winter/spring: Jan records: Shet 1, Fair Is 2, Ork 2, Caith 2, High 3, M&N 3, P&K 2, Fife 2, Forth 4, Bord 

14 & Clyde 4. First song Clyde 2 Jan, Fife 11 Jan, M&N, P&K, High & OHeb 20-30 Jan, Ork & D&G 9-11 Feb. 

Main return to inland areas late Jan to mid-Feb, completed by early Mar. 30 L.Rannoch P&K 7 Mar & 16 
taj Dingwall H 10 Mar. 

( Light passage: 20 Quendale Shet & 9 Girdleness NE 5-6 Apr; 8 St.Abbs B, 12 Skerries Shet & 10 Scatness Shet 
Up 11-13 Apr; 5 Is of May 21 Apr but heavier on Fair Is where 300 on 5 Apr, rising to 800 on 9 Apr, with 650 on 

‘12 Apr & 550 on 17 Apr; also heavier N.Ronaldsay Ork where max 80 on 6 Apr. 
jg Breeding: Ork 33prs at 18 sites with 6prs Hoy, Sprs Trumland, Rousay; OHeb 5mm Clachan, N.Uist & 6prs 
fi) N-Lochynort area, S.Uist; High 25prs Insh Marshes monitoring plot (25), 30% decline Eigg CBC, average year 
jg: Melvich ringing site; Fife c.12prs Longannet & Valleyfield had just 2 successful broods, reduction in juvs 
Sn ‘St.Margaret’s Marsh CES, 7prs Eden Est. (8), 28 prs or nests noted at 17 additional sites; Forth 3prs lower 
\j, Devon WBS (2); Loth 12mm Lochend Woods, 11prs Roslin Glen CBC (14), 6prs Bawsinch, 6-8prs Braid 
\jy Hermitage, stable 3-5prs Aberlady, 4prs Vogrie; Bord 10prs Ettrick Marshes, 7mm Ladyurd (5), 6mm Dawyck 
jj Gardens, 6mm Tweedbank; Arg 6prs Taynish CBC (11), 2+prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 147prs at 30 sites with 65prs 
iy VoD Clyde Estate, 12prs Chateauherault, 6prs Merryton (9), Sprs Lochwinnoch (2 in 96); Ayr 6prs Knockben- 
(y ter (5); D&G 6prs Wood of Cree. Triple brooded Crantit, St.Ola Ork. 
c¢ “First fledged Bord 18 May & Ork 21 Jun. 

Autumn/winter: 150 Is of May, 50 Fair Is & 45 Sumburgh Shet 20-25 Sep. Main movement 27 Sep-5 Oct when 
jy 1,300 Fair Is, 1,000 Is of May, 300 S.Deerness Ork, 300 Fife Ness F, 200 Stronsay Ork, 174 N.Ronaldsay, 120 
cat Noup Head, Papa Westray Ork, 100 Whalsay Shet, 70 N.Unst Shet, 66 Skateraw L, 50 St.Abbs, 40 Aberlady 
if! be 30 Barns Ness L, 30 L.Ken D&G, 30 Noss Caith. 25 Thorntonloch L, 20+ Durness H, 20 Tarbat Ness H, 20 

StFergus NE, 15 Dowlaw B & 15 Redheugh B. 10 Lochwinnoch 6 Nov & 20 St.Abbs 12 Nov. 

Dec records: 2 Shet, 5 Fair Is, 1 High, 3 P&K, 1 Fife, 1 Bord, 2 Clyde & 1 D&G. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
\Winter/spring: 500 Gillock Caith, 300+ Glenalmond P&K, 300 Olrig Caith, 250 Arnprior Forth, 250 James- 
‘y Own Clyde, 230 Kirkhill NE, 200 L.Balloch P&K, 180 Bandrum F, 150 Darleith Clyde, 100+ Morenish P&K, 
jy !00+ Dykehead A&D, 100 Eglinton Ayr & 100 Kinshaldy F in Jan; 200 Milltown M&N, 130 Redbrae Ayr, 101 
mt Musselburgh L, 100 Edinburgh L & 100 Glasgow Green Clyde in Feb; 

3est elsewhere were 83 Arg, 80 Shet, Ork & High, 70 Bord, 55 OHeb, 21 Clyde Is & 20 Fair Is. . 
“0 Passage: 200 Newton Stewart D&G, 153 Pollok Park Clyde, 78 Crossapol, Tiree Arg & 50 Tulliemet P&K 22- 
i f Mar; 250 Fair Is, 200 Dingwall H & 100 Fort Augustus H 1-5 Apr; 400 Bridgend, Islay Arg 80 Aintoch 
yy) M&N 12-14 Apr; 600 Balranald, N.Uist OH, 300 Skerries Shet 85 Fair Is & 50 Whalsay Shet 22-28 Apr. 
ri | ast D&G & Ayr in Mar; Clyde, Arg, Caith, M&N & P&K in Apr; Bord & Fife 2-10 May; A&D, Loth & Is of 
\ May 17-18 May, with a late flush Ork, Fair Is & Shet 4-12 Jun. 
‘i 3reeding: High numbers continue to decline mid-Sutherland with singing birds at just 3 sites, birds noted at 3 
q ites W.Ross, 2 sites Badenoch & Strathspey and | site in Lochaber; NE | sang at an inland site; P&K 2 sang 
cl it 1 site but no proof. 1 Caith 6 Jul. 


Bl 
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Autumn/winter: First Ork 6 Sep; Fair Is 8 Sep; Clyde, Shet & Is of May 18-22 Sep; A&D, Bord, Loth & Fife 2; 
27 Sep; Arg 30 Sep; P&K, Ayr & Forth 2 Oct; M&N, D&G & Clyde Is 7-9 Oct. 
25 Balloch Clyde 22 Sep; 550 Fair Is, 385 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 200 St.Abbs & 100 Torness L 27-29 Sep; 2,1) 
Fair Is 2 Oct; 400 Stronsay & 200 S.Ronaldsay Ork 4 Oct; 150 Upper Minnoch Ayr & 600/hr Helensburi 
Muir Clyde 6-8 Oct; 1,000 Is of May, 935 N.Ronaldsay, 650+ Fife Ness F, 600 Fair Is & 500/hr St.Abbs |) 
Oct; 1,000 Dalnavert H & 100 Bathgate Hills L 18-19 Oct; 7,000 N.Ronaldsay, 4,500 Clynelish H, 3,000 F) 
Is, 400 Connell Arg, 400 Is of May, 300 Lochdon Arg, 250 Durigarth Shet, & 200 L.Machrie Forth 21-26 O} 
2,000+ Ardbeg, Islay Arg 29 Oct; 300 Dalkeith L 8 Nov; 100 St.Abbs & 75 Fife Ness 12 Nov; several hundz 
roosting Ballinluig P&K 14 Nov; 100 Braemar NE 15 Nov; 250 Plockton H 18 Nov. 

Best Dec counts were 55 Tweedbank B, P&K 55, Arg & Ork 30, Clyde 20, Fife 17 & 10 Fair Is. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscovorus 
Winter/spring: Jan-Apr records N.Isles: 8 Shet, 19 Fair Is. Elsewhere: 13 in NT17 (Dalmeny) L in Jan, 20 Dou} 
Forth, 11 Forest Lodge H & 8 Fingland B in Feb; 21 Craiganour P&K in Mar with 14 Glen Loth H in Apr 
Breeding: Caith 1 pr noted; High 8prs Insh Marshes plot (6); Fife single prs at 3 sites; Forth 1 pr noted; Lo 
noted 8 sites; Bord 35prs noted with 8mm Castlecraig, 7prs Monteviot, 5prs Floors, 4mm Dawyck Gardel 
Arg pr Taynish CBC, noted 2 other sites; Clyde 56prs noted at 31 sites with 14prs MoD Clyde Estate. 
First fledged Clyde 23 Mar; Bord 19 Apr; Caith 18 May; Loth 23 May. Late brood Bord 23 Aug. 

Autumn/winter: Post-breeding flocks: 41 Netherlee Clyde, 35 Carr Brae H & 30+ Balcharn H in Jul; 50 Tullo 
H, 50 Moss of Balvach NE, 45 Fellcleugh B, 38 Monadh Mor H, 30 Sluie M&N & 30 Enochdhu P&K in A i 
30 Glen Errochty P&K in Sep; 41 Auchencruive Ayr, 40 Culnakirk H 32 Gosland B, 31 Glen Prosen A&DI 


30 Findrassie M&N in Oct; 70+ Blackfold H in Nov. 
Flocks of 20-29 birds seen High 4, M&N 1, NE 1, Fife 1, Bord 1, Clyde 4 & Ayr 1. | 
16 flocks >30 birds, mean 38.3 (15 in “97, mean 60.3) suggests poorer success. Few Nov-Dec records. 


*Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola 
Ist-w Fair Is 30 Sep with others 1-3 Oct, 3-6 Oct & 8 Oct. 
13th-16th for Fair Isle. Considering there are only 25 British records ever, 4 birds in one autumn was describ 


by the BBRC as ‘staggering’. | 
Photos of the Oct birds: Birding Scotland 2: 49, Birding World 11: 388 & Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. | 


ee 
| 


\\ 
- 


A‘ 


| R.D.Murray [Ed.] 87 
SEE EE A RR, EE Ee Po EY Se RE SS I] 


-*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata 
-] Valyie, Unst, Shet 21-22 Sep; Ist-w Fair Is 26 Sep with others 27 Sep, 29 Sep, 5 Oct & 6-10 Oct. 
th for Shetland & 51st-56th for Fair Isle. 6 in one autumn was unprecedented. 


| Together Fair Isle & Shetland account for 67 of the 80 British records ! 
| Photos of Fair Is birds Birding World 11: 326 & 387; Birding Scotland 2:49 & Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. 


| Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
| Spring: First Girdleness NE 8 Apr; Arg 18 Apr; Fair Is, Ayr, Loth & Is of May 21-22 Apr; Shet, Clyde, Forth, 


| 
| 


<i High, D&G & Bord 23-26 Apr; Fife & Caith 28-29 Apr. Mostly 1-2 birds but 4 Skinflats Forth 23 Apr; 4 
Bogside Ayr 24 Apr; 3 Fair Is 28 Apr with 4 there on 11 May. 

_ Breeding: Best sites include: 24 MoD Clyde Estate Clyde, 20 Insh Marshes H, 8 Bothwell Haugh Clyde and 7 
- Gleniffer Braes Clyde, c.7 Taynish Arg, 6 Corrimony H 


~& 5 Kenmure Holms D&G. Confirmed breeding | ue ae, ee ae 
“Inverlochrig Forth & Aros Moss CES Arg . Loth 
_ Autumn: Last in breeding area to early Aug but passage i Bord 
birds later. Poor passage with just 11 Shet, 7 Fair Is, 1 ae . 
‘High, 3 NE & 1 Bord, max 3 Fair Is 3 Oct. Last D&G, 1 ced 
IM&N & A&D 1-10 Jul; Clyde Is, Caith, Fife & Forth Ayr 
(21-25 Jul; Arg 1 Aug; Loth 17 Aug; High 3 Sep; Clyde ? D&G 


9 Sep; Shet & Bord 3 Oct; NE 4 Oct; Fair Is 5 Oct. 


\ Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
“Spring: First 1 Birnie L. F 20 Apr. Then D&G, Bord, Fair Is, Clyde 23-24 Apr; Loth, Forth, Ork , Ayr & Arg 
__ | 25-26 Apr; High, NE, M&N, A&D & Clyde Is 28 Apr-3 May; Is of May, Caith, P&K, Shet & OHeb 8-10 May. 
ued 5 Knockshinnoch Ayr 26 Apr; 12 Mains of Usan A&D 10 May; 20 L.of Durran Caith & 13 Inverugie NE 
“11 May; 25 Fife Ness F & 13 St.Abbs B 15 May; 9 Fair Is 17 May. 
il) Breeding: Ork 153-166prs with 30prs L.of Harray, 25prs Birsay Moors, 20-25prs L.of Graemeshall, 20-25prs 
‘we Holm, 16prs The Loons, 15prs Wideford Burn; OHeb max 4mm L.Hallan, S.Uist; Caith 20mm L.of Durran & 
is!) 12 in oil seed rape Noss Head; High min 107prs Insh Marshes (147), 16prs croftland plot Eigg (19), 47% decline 


- in ads trapped L.Eye CES; M&N fewer Lein; P&K % plots | meancounts | 
: /33mm Carsebeck (22) but fewer reports than previously; | Sedge Warbler 7 8 Bs 28 
te ‘Fife 29prs Eden Est.(53), poor weather St.Margeret’s as 6 3.00 __1.33 


_, [NEScotland | 
Marsh CES meant a 33% drop in adult & 72% drop in pe acotland 


| juv numbers, 34mm Cameron Res. (38), 8mm Dogton SE Scotland 
—'Farm (1), 8mm Gaddon/Birnie L. (11); Forth 5Oprs {imme CP 

lower Devon WBS (54), 5prs Thornhill, 3prs Doune 
Di CBC (1); Loth 25-34 Aberlady (45), 3mm Addiewell 
U Bing (1), 14% imms from 21 birds ringed at Turnhouse 
tlt CES; Bord 22mm Ettrick Marshes, 15mm Biggar Wa- 
| ter, 10 Blount Island, 9 Mire L. (12); Arg 29mm Co- 

| lonsay, 16mm Oronsay, 13mm Taynish CBC (12), 2prs 

Sanda Is., 35% imms from 37 ringed Aros Moss CES; 
ny Clyde 81mm Lochwinnoch, 78 Barr L., 24mm North 
i | Haugh (32), 19mm Endrick Mouth (23), 


4 Imm Merryton (19), 10prs Balgray Res. (12), 10mm Baron’s Haugh (12); Ayr 10mm Bogton L.(8). 
Autumn: 30 Balgray Res. 28 Jul. Passage light with just in Sep/Oct- just 8 Shet, 3 M&N, 4 Is of May, 3 Loth & 
2 Bord. Max 4 Fife Ness 6 Sep; 8 Valleyfield F 10 Sep. 
‘Last P&K & Clyde Is 22-30 Aug; A&D, High & OHeb 3-4 Sep; M&N, D&G, Arg & Fife 12-19 Sep; Bord & 
7 ‘Clyde 25 Sep; Loth , NE, Is of May & Shet 3-4 Oct. Latest Fair Is & N.Ronaldsay Ork 7 Oct. 


“Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

‘Spring: 14 singles: at Is of May 18 May; Fair Is 29 May, Is of May 5-8 Jun with another 6 Jun; Fetlar Shet 6 
‘Jun; Fair Is 13 Jun; Quendale Shet 13-14 Jun; Is of May 15-17 Jun; Gyre Ork 19-29 Jun; Stronsay Ork 21 Jun; 
|Fouta Shet 22 & 28 Jun; Fair Is 22-23 Jun, Fair Is & Noss Shet 26 Jun. None in autumn. 
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 


Spring: 1 Kingholm Quay D&G & | St.Abbs B 26 Apr; NE 10 May; Shet 13 May; Ork 14 May; Fair Is 19 Mg I 


Is of May 29 May. Very light passage with just 4 Shet, 5 Fair Is, 3 Ork, 1 High 2 NE & 1 Is of May. 
\ 


Breeding: Fife 1 Birnie L. 22 May & 2-3 birds scolding R.Eden 4 Jun although not later relocated; Bord mt 
3 sang Mire L. 30 May, amongst ringed birds there later were a 2nd-summer returnee and a juv, presumaly 


fu ae Ne Sep Sen oer OG locally bred, on 9 Aug with another juv on6S 
1-31. 1-15 16-31 1-15 15-30 1-15 16-31 Total | also a freshly dead bird found at Bridgeheu 


O Heb : : not identified to species level; D&G bred at usil 


Nee : site in eastern Stewartry but now recorded m¢ 


NE Scot : 
RIC Scot frequently elsewhere such | Woodhall L. 26 : 


SE Scot >2 & 1 Scar Pt., Glencaple 19 Jul. 

SW Scot >1 : ; Autumn: (includes ‘unstreaked Acros’ ) 
Total 1998 3 First Shet 2 Aug; Is of May 10 Aug; Ork 12 Ay 
ee ; M&N, Bord, Caith, Fair Is, NE & Fife1-5 Si: 


1996 ; ‘ if 
High, A&D, OHeb & Loth 26 Sep-4 Oct. 


Two main arrivals in 1-6 Sep when max 7 Is of May, 6 Fair 
Is, 6 Sumburgh Shet, 5 N.Ronaldsay, 4 Noss Shet & 3 
birds each at St.Abbs, Fetlar Shet & Whalsay Shet. 

Next influx 27 Sep-5 Oct when 10 Fair Is, 9 Fife Ness F, 6 
Unst Shet, 6 St.Abbs, 3 Sumburgh, 3 Is of May, 3 Barns 
Ness L & 3 Montrose A&D. 

Last birds Loth, High, A&D, Is of May, NE, Shet & Fair Is 
on 4-7 Oct; Ork 9 Oct; with latest 1 St.Abbs 14 Oct. 

1 Eigg H 2 Jun was the first record for the island while 1 
Strathlene M&N on 5 Sep was the first record for Moray & 
Nairn. 1 Balnakeil H 4-5 Oct was the second for Suther- 
land. 

See Cook, M. (1999) in Moray & Nairn Bird Report 1998: 84 for an 
account of the first county record. 

Photo of St.Abbs birds in Borders Bird Report 18:9. 

1 Fife Ness F 1 Oct & 1 St.Andrews F 4-5 Oct resembled " : 
the Central Palearctic race. A potential species split. Reed Warbler, St.Abbs Photo Alec Copland. 


* Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata 


Single birds Noness, Shet 3-7 Sep; Scatness Shet 5-13 Sep; Aithbank, Fetlar Shet 9-10 Sep; Skerries Shet ‘i 
14 Sep; Balemartine, Tiree Arg 20 Sep; Skerries 29 Sep-2 Oct. An extraordinary 6 in one year included the fit 


for Argyll & 8th-12th for Shetland. Photo of Scatness bird: Birding Scotland 2:48 & Birding World 11:326. 


* Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina | 


Spring: 1 Insh H 15 May; | Is of May 28 May; 1 sang St.Abbs B 28 May-2 Jun with 2 there 30 May; 1 Fair; 
28 May-30 Jun; i N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 May; 1 Stronsay Ork 28-29 May, another 30 May; | Fair Is on 5-8 Ny 


1 Is of May 6-7 Jun; 1 Skerries Shet 11 Jun. | 


Breeding: High 1 sang Insh Marshes 15 May but not relocated. 2 ads trapped at another site in Badenoch), 


Strathspey were not resighted, breeding was suspected. Ad trapped Bogbain Moor, L.Eye H 4 Jul. | 
Autumn: | Fetlar Shet 7 Aug; | Girdleness NE & 1 Collieston NE 2 Sep; 3 Collieston, 2 Fair Is, 1 Arbrod 


A&D & 1 St.Abbs on 3 Sep; | Fetlar, 1 Seaton Farm A&D, 1 Cove NE & 1 Springfield Park A&D on 4 Se 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork, Burray Ork, 1 Graemeshall Ork, | Fladdibister Shet & 1 Quendale Shet 5 Sep; 1 Weisdi: 
Shet & 1 St.Abbs 6 Sep; 1 Baltasound Shet & 1 Rattray NE 7 Sep; 1 Fair Is on 8 Sep; | Boddam Shet al 


1 Netherstove Ork 9 Sep. /0 in spring, 25 in autumn. 


* Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 
Singles Is of May 23 May in the spring & Fair Is 21 Sep & Netherstove Ork 26 Sep in the autumn. 


Sixth & earliest for Is of May, 10th for Orkney & 14th for Fair Isle. 
See Orr, B. & Scott, C. (1998) Birding Scotland 1: 127-129. for account & photo of Is of May bird. 
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- *Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 


- waves with c.8 mid Aug, mostly N.Isles, max 2 ; 
- Skerries Shet 14 Aug; c.23 ona broad front late : 
» Aug-early Sep, max 3 Fair Is 29 Aug & 1Sep& | otal 1998 0 6 
1 
5 


Spring: f/1st-w Girdleness NE 30 Apr; m Fetlar Shet 16 May; m Fair Is 22 May; m Grindigar Ork 26-27 May; 
m Skerries Shet 29-30 May; m St.Abbs B 30 May-6 Jun; m Noss Shet 22 Jun. 

Autumn: Ist-w m Quendale Shet 6-8 Sep. 

Third record for Borders & North-east Scotland but 44th-47th for Shetland & 55th for Fair Isle. 

Photo of the St.Abbs bird - Birding Scotland 1:121 & Birding World 11: 250. 


_ [1997] 1m St.Abbs B 31 Aug. Second record for Borders. 


* Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 
1 f/ist-s Sumburgh Head Shet 10 May. Second record for Shetland. 
See Mellor, M. (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 93 for an account of the bird. Photo: Birding World 11: 173. 


| Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 


* Autumn: First Is of May 10 Aug; Shet & Fair Is Tl Aue Age Sen Ses Oa Oa 
12-15 Aug; Ork 22 Aug; NE & Bord 1-2 Sep; 1-31. 1-15 16-31 1-15 15-30 1-15 16-31 Total 
Fife & A&D 6-8 Sep; Loth 2 Oct. Arrivals in3 | N.Isles - 5 12 = 60 


NE Scot - 


E/C Scot - 


SE Scot - 


~ SNE coast 2-4 Sep; c.17 late Sep, mostly N.Isles, | 1997 
» max 2 Fair Is 28 Sep. A few birds, perhaps mostly | 1996 
' re-orientating into early Oct. 


Last NE, Bord & Shet 1-4 Oct; Fair Is 7 Oct. Then, very late, 1 Graemeshall Ork 1-2 Nov. 


~ Poor autumn. Only 16th for Lothian. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
) Spring: First 1 St.Abbs B 9 Apr. Then Shet & Shet 24 Apr; Fair Is, Ayr & Loth 25-28 Apr; A&D, NE, Fife & 
| Clyde 2-12 May; D&G, M&N, High & Caith 16-30 May. Mostly 1-2 birds but 9 Fair Is 15 May; 12 Is of May, 


11 Fair Is & 3 St.Abbs 28-30 May. 


} Breeding: High pr with br2 Clynelish Moor, Brora was the first breeding for Sutherland; M&N Im sang Lein 


16-18 May; Fife juv trapped St.Margaret’s Marsh 20 Sep was considered to be locally bred: Loth 13prs noted 


" Ysites, with 3prs Aberlady & 2prs Straiton Bing, proved breeding at Crichton Glen, St-Margaret’s L. & Yellowcraig; 


’ Bord 5prs noted at 4 sites with nest building Coldstream & feeding young Fireburnmill on 6 Jun; Clyde 13mm 


sang with 3mm Merryton & 3mm Strathclyde Park where br2; D&G 11mm at 6 sites with 3prs Carrick & 4prs 


Ardwall Is.. First fledged Clyde 6 Jul; High 17 Jul 
_ Autumn: Passage from mid-Aug in N.Isles, early Sep further S. 4 Sumburgh Shet & 3 Noss Head Caith 5 Sep; 
_ 4Stronsay Ork 10 Sep; 5 N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Sep; 5 Whalsay Shet & 4 N.Unst Shet 24 Sep. Main movement 


—= —- 


27 Sep-7 Oct when 7 Whalsay Shet, 6 Fair Is, 6 St.Abbs, 6 Is of May, 5 N.Ronaldsay, 3 Fife Ness F & 3 Barns 
Ness L. Some birds trapped at Fife Ness 27 Sep-1 Oct had measurements of the eastern populations. 

The Lein bird was the fifth record for Moray & Nairn . 

Singles Queenamidda Ork 6 Oct & Finstown Ork 18 Oct had characteristics of this eastern form S.c.blythi. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

Spring: First Eilean Donan Castle H & Breakish, Skye H 22 Apr; Loth & Forth 23 Apr; Ayr & Clyde 25 Apr; 
A&D, D&G, Bord & Fife 26-27 Apr; M&N, Is of May, Fair Is & Arg 28-30 Apr; P&K, Shet, NE & Clyde Is 
1-9 May; OHeb & Caith 17 May. Mostly singles in N.Isles with best counts: 6 Is of May 10 May; 5 Reheugh B, 
5 Is of May & 5 Fife Ness F 15-16 May; 7 Fair Is 1 Jun. 

Breeding: Ork 1m held territory Herston; High 33prs Eigg croftland (39) with good numbers of young, 6prs 
Rosemarkie area, high numbers E.Ross; M&N 4prs Lein; P&K noted 11 sites with 7mm Strathallan; Fife 830mm 
noted at 31 sites with 10prs Longannet where 6prs reared a record 26 young, 8prs Valleyfield where 6 nests were 
successful, a further 8prs Valleyfield Woods & 6prs Eden Est., however comparisons with 1996 at several sites 
show 33% drop in numbers of singing mm; Forth 9prs lower Devon WBS, 4prs/km* Doune CBC & 4prs 


' Dunblane; Loth min 82mm noted 67 sites with 8mm Ruchlaw Mains, 8mm Addiewell Bing (9), 6 Almondell, 
6mm Linlithgow & 5mm Straiton Bing; Bord 81mm at 42 sites with 10mm Causewaybank & 6mm Linkum 
Shore; Arg 10prs Colonsay (17), 4prs Taynish CBC (7), 3prs Sanda Is. with at least 29 other birds noted 
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including 19 on Mull; Clyde 248mm at 92 sites with 23mm MoD Clyde Estate, 13mm Cathkin Braes (7), 12mm, 

Merryton (10) & 9mm Ardmore Pt.(8); Ayr 86mm at 52 sites with 14mm Knockbentier (12)& 7mm Dreghorn 
Autumn: Usual light passage with waves early Sep & late Sep/early Oct. Best counts were 10 Fair Is, 5 N.Uns' 
Shet & 3 Tarbat Ness H 2-10 Sep; 5 Fife Ness & 4 Fair Is on 3 Oct. 
Last High, M&N, Caith & Clyde Is 3-7 Sep; D&G & Ayr 27 Sep; A&D, M&N, Is of May, Ork, Bord, Loth 
Fife, Clyde, Arg, Shet & Fair Is 2-4 Oct. 1 Ugie Est. NE 15 Nov was extremely late. 
So eee 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin | 
Spring: First Caerlaverock D&G 16 Apr; P&K, Is of May & Clyde 21-24 Apr; Arg, D&G, Fife, NE & Fortl 
26-30 Apr; High, A&D, Ayr, Ork, Loth & Bord 1-8 May; Shet, Fair Is & Caith 13-23 May. 7 Peppermill Dan 
F 3 May; 3 Pease Dean B 8 May; 12 Fair Is & 5 Stronsay Ork 29 May; 15 Fair Is & 3 Skaw, Unst Shet 6 Jun) 


| 


Breeding: High 12prs Insh Marshes & noted 7 other sites, M&N 8mm at 5 sites; A&D 6 sites; Fife¢4Smma 
20 sites with 10mm Kippo Wood, 10prs Longannet, 10prs Valleyfield where 3br8 noted & 7mm Peppermil 
Dam; Forth 8prs lower Devon WBS, 4prs/km? Doune CBC, S5prs Doune-Trossachs; Loth c.29mm at 16 site: 
with 6-7prs Straiton Bing & 6prs Addiewell Bing; Bord 64mm at 43 sites with 6mm Ettrick Marshes; Arg 
14mm at 11 sites with 3prs Taynish CBC (2), Clyde Is singles at 4 sites; Clyde 108mm at 40 sites with 17 or 
MoD Clyde Estate, 15 Mugdock & 13 Endrick Mouth; Ayr 72prs at 22 sites with 11 Ness Glen, 10 Kilkerran & ~ 
7 Culzean. First juvs D&G 9 May, Bord 10 Jun; 

Autumn: Major fall 2-7 Sep when 150 Is of May, 35 Fair Is, 20 Sumburgh Shet, 20 Fetlar Shet, 19 Whalsay 
Shet, 15 N.Unst Shet 13 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 10 Stronsay Ork, 6 St.Abbs B, 5 Tarbat Ness H, 5 Girdleness NE 
& 5 Balmedie NE. 6 Skerries Shet 25 Sep. Another fall 1-4 Oct when 100+ Fife Ness F, 20 Is of May, 5 Ethig ~ 
Mains A&D, 3 Barns Ness L, 3 Skateraw L & 3 St.Abbs. 

Last M&N, Arg & Ayr 17-26 Sep; NE, A&D, Fife, Loth, Bord & Fair Is 4-7 Oct; Shet & Ork 13-28 Oct. 
1 Rhives H throughout Nov. 

1 Is of May 15 May showed features of the eastern race woodwardi. "9 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Winter: 60 birds noted during Jan to early Mar period (45) with 6 High, 8 M&N, 9 NE, 2 A&D, 3 Fife, 3 Forth 
10 Loth, 5 Bord, 2 Clyde Is, 6 Clyde, 3 Ayr & singles Ork, OHeb, Caith. - 
First song D&G 19 Mar & Forth 25 Mar were probably wintering birds. | 
Spring: First definite migrants Is of May & St.Abbs B 3 Apr; A&D, D&G, Ayr & Fife 4-7 Apr; Loth, Caith) 
Shet & Clyde Is 11-14 Apr; P&K, Fair Is, NE, Ork & Arg 20-29 Apr. 

Arrival on territory mostly 24-28 Apr with big influx 10-11 May when 27 Floors Castle B & 10 Elie F. 
7 Is of May 23 Apr; 6 Fair Is a a) 13 Fair Is, 5 Coldingham B & 5 St.Abbs 30-31 May 


Blackcap 
Steve Cale 
Outer Hebrides Bird Report 
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A EE EE LE EET PO IE EE NEM FOE AEE Ne Ta sne PN RED RS eV 
Breeding: Ork 2mm summered; High 40mm at 33 sites; M&N 50mm at 30 sites, max 4 Cloddach area; P&K 
6 sites with 6 Methven Wood & 5 Paddockmuir, Errol; Fife 62mm at 26 sites with 8mm Peppermill Dam, 8mm 
Elie Estate & 7prs Valleyfield which reared 15 juvs, comparisons with counts at several sites showed an increase 
from 16 to 24prs from 1997; Forth 6 sites Falkirk; Loth min 109mm at 67 sites with 16 Roslin Glen CBC (14), 
10 Bawsinch, 7+Aberlady (6) & 6 Hermitage; Bord 150mm at 66 sites with 27 Floors Castle, 8 Harestanes & 
6 Melrose; Arg 3 Taynish CBC (3) & 22mm at 10 sites in Kintyre, 4mm mid-Argyll & singles Islay & Mull; 
Clyde 179prs at 80 sites with 11 North Haugh (8), 8 MoD Clyde Estate, 7 Baron’s Haugh (6), 6 Merryton (5) & 
— 6 Linn Park (6); Ayr 120prs at 33 sites with 28 Bargany, 16 Culzean (22), 14+ Kilkerran, 7 Monkwood; D&G 
6mm Hills & 4prs Wood of Cree. First young noted Bord 26 Jul. 
Autumn: 5 St.Abbs 6 Sep. Mostly 1-3 birds seen Sep until 27-29 Sep when 35 Sumburgh Shet, 25 Fair Is, 
22 N.Ronaldsay, 15 Fife Ness, 12 Fetlar Shet, 10 Stronsay Ork & 7 St.Abbs. Passage then peaked 1-5 Oct with 
80 Is of May, 40+ Fife Ness, 40 Fair Is, 39 N.Ronaldsay, 25 Whalsay Shet, 25 Quendale Shet, 15 Rackwick, 
Hoy Ork, 14 Girdleness NE, 12 St.Abbs, 10 Balcomie F, 10 Ethie Mains A&D, 7 Skateraw L & 6 Barns Ness 
- L.2 Oct. Very small numbers, 1-3 birds, continued into Nov, max 7 Fair Is 24 Oct & 3 Bibister Caith 22 Nov. 
Winter: 52 Dec birds (25) with 2 Shet, 2 Ork, 6 High, 2 M&N, 3 NE, 5 Fife, 4 Forth, c.7 Loth, 8 Clyde, c.5 Ayr 
& 3 D&G with singles P&K, Bord & Arg. 


* Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 
_ 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 14-20 Aug; 1st-w Norwick, Unst Shet 3-8 Sep; 1st-w Boddam Shet 9-10 Sep. 
I5th for Orkney & 40th for Shetland. 


* * Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis 
Ist-w Fair Is 29-30 Aug and 1Ist-w Quendale Shet 13-14 Sep. 42nd record for Shetland & 66th for Fair Isle. 
' Photo of the Quendale bird: Birding World 11: 329 & Birding Scotland 1:193. Also the Fair Isle bird in British Birds 92: 598. 


~ * Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus 
1 W. Yell Shet 6-10 Oct; 1 Ethie Mains A&D 3-4 Nov; 1 Helendale Shet 12-13 Nov; 2 Cruden Bay NE on 15- 
16 Nov; | Frakkafield Shet 17 Nov. 40th record for North-east Scotland & 55-57th for Shetland. 


- * Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 


3-9 10-16 17-23 24-30 1-7 8-14 15-22 23-30 31-6 


* Reasonable year. First 1 Baliasta, Unst Shet Sep Sep Sep Sep Oct Oct Oct Oct Nov ‘otal 

- on7 Sep. Then hiatus until influx 18-21 Sep | N sles | 7 5 8 6 . 

| with 16 Shet, mostly singles except 2 Foula, 

/W.Yell & Norwick & singles Fair Is & | O-Heb 
Denburn Wood F. 

\ Main influx 24-29 Sep, mostly singles, witha 

- further 42 Shet with 4 Whalsay, 3 Sullom, 

2 Bressay & 2 Catfirth; 7 Fair Is; 7 Ork with 

2 Queenamidda; 2 Foveran NE; 3 Is of May; 

& 2 Skateraw L with singles noted OHeb, 

Caith 2, High 2, A&D, Fife & Bord. 

Another influx 2-6 Oct with a further 13 Shet with 2 S.Collafirth & 2 Swining; 3 Fair Is & singles Ork, M&N, 

NE, A&D 2, Loth, Bord & Tiree Arg. A few stragglers on Shet 4, Fair Is & Fife 2 into mid-Oct were possibly 

_ birds re-orientating. Latest singles Seafield, Lerwick Shet & Boarhills F 13 Oct. 

Single seen Lossiemouth M&N 3 Oct was the first record for Moray & Nairn while the bird at West Haynish, 

_ Tiree Arg on 2 Oct was third record for Argyll. 


See Proctor, B. (1999) in Moray & Nairn Bird Report for 1998: 81-82 for account of the first area record. 
| Photo of a Fair Isle bird in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1998. 


_* Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis 
_ 1 Sumburgh Head Shet 27-28 Aug moved to Grutness Shet 29 Aug-S Sep. 
First record for Shetland & Scotland & third certain record for Britain. 


See Harvey, P. (1998) Birding Scotland 1: 154-159 & Harvey P. (1999) in Shetland Bird Report 1998: 94 for account & photos of 
the bird. Photo:Birding World 11: 282. 


i 
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* Bonelli’s Warbler sp. P.bonelli/P.orientalis 


1 Noss Shet 23 Aug neither called nor was not trapped and could not be specifically identified. 
\ 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix i 
Spring: First 1 Blarcreen Arg 20 Apr; P&K & Clyde 24-25 Apr; D&G, Bord, NE, High & Forth 26-30 Ap 
MAN, Fair Is & Ayr 1-3 May; Shet & Fife 13-15 May. | 
As usual most birds arrived direct on territory with few passage birds, just 5 Shet, 2 Fair Is, 1 OHeb & 1 Fif 
Breeding: Caith 2m sang Reay for 2-3 weeks; High 66mm sang at 24 sites with 11mm Carr Brae, 9prs Ing) 
Marshes (12), 9mm Inveran, 6mm Shieldaig, Sprs Eigg with 3 probably nests (0); M&N 2 sites; NE 12 sang 
4 sites with 7mm Ballater; A&D 3 sites; P&K less common than previously; Forth noted just 3 sites with 4m) 
Kinlochard; Loth 5 sites; Bord 24mm at 15 sites with 6mm Dawyck Glen; Arg 11 prs Taynish CBC with mj 
noted 15 other sites; Clyde Is 6 sites; Clyde 96mm noted at 27 sites with 14 MoD Clyde Estate, 14 Endri¢ 
Mouth, 12 Invercailloch, 10 Inversnaid & 10 Sallochy; Ayr 20mm sang at 12 sites with 4mm Bargany; D&\) 
20mm 8 sites with 8mm Wood of Cree. | 
Autumn: Usual disappearance from the mainland with last birds seen Loth 7 Aug; Fife 15 Aug; NE 30 Aug; Boi) 
3 Sep & D&G 5 Sep. Passage N.Isles from late Aug with 13 Shet, 1 Fair Is, 6 Ork & 2 OHeb, all singles with la) 
Ork 28 Sep; Shet 1 Oct; & latest N.Lochynort, S.Uist OH 4 Oct. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Winter: Good numbers through winter 97/98. 8 Ork and| 


fb Nae birds in Shet, NE, Loth & Ayr with singles Fife, Bord | 
1 Clyde in Jan, 2 A&D & singles Ork, NE & D&G in Feb) 
Spring: Birds singing at Harestanes B 4 Mar & Broxbul) 
L 11 Mar may have wintered. 
Arrival from mid-Mar with singers Bord 15 Mar, Clyd 
Ayr & Loth 18-20 Mar; Clyde Is, D&G, NE, Is of May | 
Fife 23-25 Mar; Fair Is, Shet, High, P&K, OHeb, Arg | 
Forth 27-30 Mar; M&N, Caith 6 Apr. 
Most birds direct to territory. Light passage early-Apr | 
mid-May: 10 St.Abbs B & 6 Irishman’s Garden F 3-4 Ap 
22 Whalsay Shet, 10 Fetlar Shet, 8 Fair Is & 7 N.Ronaldsz 
Ork 24-25 Apr; 20 Is of May 9 May. 
Breeding: Shet 1 summered Halligarth; Ork 1 Feold in Jul; Caith 2 Barrock in Jun; High 44mm sang at 33 site 
max 4mm Brahan; M&N 74mm sang at 47 sites with max 4 Speymouth Forest; P&K noted 10 sites; Fife 45m: 
sang at 29 sites with 4mm Moor L.& 4mm Cameron Res., 2prs Valleyfield Wood fledged 10 young, 9 sites sho 
a 25% increases over 1997; Forth noted 7 sites; Loth noted 72 sites with 9mm Ruchlaw Mains, 8prs Bawsind 
(6), 6mm Philipstoun, 6mm Almondell, 4prs Roslin Glen CBC (4) & 4prs Vogrie CBC (3); Bord 147mm at € 
sites with 17mm Floors Castle, 15mm Monteviot (8), 9mm Pease Dean & 7mm Hirsel (7); Arg 19 sites; Cly¢ 
125mm at 76 sites with 6 Linn Park (5), 5 MoD Clyde Estate & 4 Chateauherault (1); Ayr 134mm _ noted 
37 sites with 25mm Culzean (26), 19 Bargany, min 14 Kilkerran (16+), 11 Monkwood & 8 Dumfries Estate. 
Autumn: First movements from early Jul. 10 Fife Ness F, 8 St.Abbs & 7 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 26-29 Sep. 
Main movement 1-6 Oct when 250 St.Abbs, 100 Is of May, 100 Fife Ness, 52 Barns Ness L, 47 N.Ronalds¢ 
Ork, 43 Coldingham L. B, 35 Balcomie F, 30 Fair Is, 30 Tarbat Ness H, 28 Burnmouth B, 20 Dowlaw ] 
14 Skateraw L, 12 Torness L, 18 Whalsay, 12 Baltasound Shet, 12 Deerness Ork, 10+ Ethie Mains A&l 
10+ Kilminning F, 10 Lossiemouth M&N, 10 Skerries Shet, 10 Girdleness NE & 7 Noss Head Caith. 
Small numbers, mostly 1-2 birds, continued to trickle through across much of the country into early Nov, max ] 
Graemeshall Ork, 6 N.Ronaldsay, 4 Fair Is, 4 Olrig Caith 3-6 Nov; 10 Lerwick Shet & 5 Kergord Shet 14 Ng 
Many fewer thereafter. 
Winter: Even better numbers during winter 98/99. Reported widely in Dec with 15 Ork, 5 D&G, 4 Clyde, 2 om 
in Shet, NE, Loth & Ayr and singles Caith & M&N. | 
| tristis Finstown Ork 22-23 Feb. 
Moderate arrival of tristis birds late-Sep to early Nov with | Is of May 25 Sep; 1 Sumburgh Shet 5 Oct; 2 | 
of May 7 Oct; 1 Ardmore Clyde 1 Nov; | St.Abbs B 8 Nov; several Shet & Ork 21 Oct-early Nov. 
1 Melvich H 10 Oct was thought to have been the Scandinavian form abietinus. 
ne 


CA. | 
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Spring: First 2mm Finnarts Ba Ayr 29 Mar. Forth & D&G 31 Mar; Bord, A&D, Clyde, Arg & Fife 3-6 Apr; 
Clyde Is & Loth 7-8 Apr; Shet, OHeb, Is of May, NE 10-13 Apr; M&N, High, Caith, Ork & Fair Is 17-21 Apr. 
Main fall of passage birds 24-28 Apr with 71 St.Abbs B, 48 Cameron Res. F, 30 Peppermill F, 27 Fair Is, 15 
Tentsmuir F, 12 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 12 Cramond Is. L & 11 Coldingham L. B. 50 Is of May 9 May; 20 Fair Is 
13 May; 20 St.Abbs 30 May. 

- Breeding: Ork 29prs at 11 sites: OHeb noted 14 sites, juvs seen N.Lochynort; Caith noted 3 sites; High 39mm 
- Inveran, 30mm Creag Meagaidh, 25mm Carr Brae, slight decrease Eigg CBC but excellent numbers of young, 
» 51% decrease in juvs at L-Eye CES; Fife despite the highest number of pulli ringed at Kippo in 12 years, post- 
| fledging survival was extremely poor due to the cold, wet weather, this poor success was reflected at St.Margaret’s 
_ Marsh CES where despite a 30% increase in adults the numbers of juvs fell by 77%. The increase in adults was 
_ also seen at 7 sites counted in both ’97 & ‘98 where numbers increased by 15% to 158prs. 48mm Cameron Res. 
- (40), 32mm L.Ore (28), 32mm Peppermill Dam (17), 23mm Eden Est. (7+), 8prs Valleyfield fledged 30 young & 


» 6prs Longannet fledged 30 young; Forth 17prs in 5kms of monn chin 
Willow Warbler 97 98 


‘ lower Devon WBS, 10prs/km? Doune CBC; Loth 40mm 
» Armadale, 35prs Aberlady (33), 32prs Addiewell (38), 30 | Highland, N&WIsles| 44 44 | 890 11.34 
_NEScotland | 67,64 | (6.97 7.63 
paei800 70) 3 


a ae Sle. Sl lhe el 


97 98 
4444 
“Philipstoun, 20 Straiton, 12 Roslin Glen CBC (10), 50% 67 64 
| juvs ringed Turnhouse CES; Bord 80 Ettrick Marshes, 54 SOMO OCR 
Ladyurd (33), 34 Castlecraig (29), 26mm Pease Dean; Arg 
89prs Taynish CBC (99), 8prs Sanda Is., 52% juvs ringed 


- Aros Moss CES; Clyde 1,579prs at 133 sites with 319 MoD Clyde Estate, 78mm Glen Douglas, 53 Carron 

/ Valley Forest, 43 (8kms) R.Leven, 38 Craigaillan, 37 Kilpatrick Braes & 34 Lochwinnoch; Ayr 29mm 
Knockbentier (22) & 17 Culzean (20). 

/ First fledged Bord 20 Jun, Caith 30 Jun, Ork 10 Jul. 

_ Autumn: Post-breeding flocks: 30+ Mochrum Hill Ayr 2 Jul; 27 Endrick Mouth Clyde 11 Jul; 24 Blackhill 

“Clyde 1 Aug & 20 Ancrum B 26 Aug; 28 Keir L. F 28 Aug. 

Passage from early Aug in N_Isles. Big arrival 1-4 Sep when 200 Sumburgh Shet, 100 Fetlar, 100 St.Abbs, 

+79 Whalsay Shet, 70 Is of May, 70 Fair Is, 50 N.Unst Shet, 46 Reheugh B, 35 Cove NE, 20 Barns Ness L, 

18 Crail area F & 10 E.Haven A&D 2-3 Sep. Small movements 23-27 Sep before another large fall 1-4 Oct 

when 100 Fife Ness F, 47 N.Ronaldsay, 40 St.Abbs, 22 Whalsay & 20 Ethie Mains A&D. Last Clyde Is, Ayr & 

Forth 6-24 Sep; Clyde, D&G, M&N, A&D, Caith, Is of May, Fife, NE, Fair Is & Bord 3-8 Oct. 

‘Late bird noted Shet 21 Oct before extremely late birds Stillgarry, S.Uist OH 28 Oct-1 Nov, Kilnaughton Bay, 

Islay Arg 13 Nov & Granton L 17 Nov. 

| Possible Willow x Chiff hybrids Carrbridge H & Mugdock Castle Clyde (mixed songs) & Turnhouse CES L. 


es eee wet 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
/ Winter/Spring: In N.Isles 1-5 birds wintered Kergord Shet & 5 sites on Ork. 
‘Migrants from 16 Mar with movement 28 Mar-6 Apr when 50 Is of May, 30 St.Abbs B, 20 Noss Head Caith, 
| 20 Seaton area A&D, 15 Fair Is, 15 Cove NE, 12 Ethie Mains A&D, 12 Graemeshall Ork &10 Wormiston F 
| & 7 N.Ronaldsay Ork. Later passage included 46 Fair Is, 16 Foula Shet & 15 Queenamidda Ork 18-19 Apr. 
| Breeding: Shet bred Kergord with family party seen; Ork bred all 5 plantations on Hoy, present at 3 other sites 
_on Mainland; OHeb bred 6 sites; High 21% increase Eigg CBC; Loth 14prs Addiewell Bing, only 17 ringed 
'Turnhouse CES (32); Bord 12mm Ladyurd, 12mm Dawyck Gardens, 6mm Pease Dean, 6mm Dawyck Glen; 
‘Clyde 249prs at 29 sites with 164 MoD Clyde Estate. 
‘First fledglings seen M&N 26 May, Fife 7 Jun, Clyde 10 Jun, Shet 19 Jul. 
| Autumn/Winter: Post-breeding flocks noted: 25 Glen Fruin Clyde 10 Jun; 20 The Gryfe Res. Clyde 9 Aug; 
S0L.Glow. F 29 Aug; 30 Beecraigs L 30 Aug. Exceptional numbers Kirroughtree Forest D&G in Sep. 
Passage from mid-Aug. 50 Is of May 19 Sep. First big wave 26-30 Sep: 50 Dowlaw B, 44 Fair Is, 43 Whalsay 
‘Shet, 32 Sumburgh Shet & 15 Seacliff L. Main fall 1-7 Oct when 500 Fife Ness F, 400+ Ethie Mains, 400 
Stronsay Ork, 300 St.Abbs, 250+ Seaton area, 220 Fair Is, 150 Is of May, 116 N.Ronaldsay, 100 Silverwells B, 
91 Dowlaw, 70 Tarbat Ness H, 60 Kinneff NE, 51 Whalsay, 50 Deerness Ork, 43 Sumburgh Shet, 40 Elie F 
', 30 Durness H & 30 Barns Ness L. A scatter of passage into late Oct/early Nov. 


21 Binscarth Ork 26 Nov had declined to just 7 by 19 Dec but none left in Shet by Dec. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


it 
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* Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus | 
1 Cults NE 1 Mar; 1 Cove NE 24-27 Apr. : 
Singles Balmedie NE 2 Oct; Ethie Mains A&D & St.Abbs B 3 Oct; Seaton Den A&D 6 Oct; Cleat, Stronf 
Ork 4 Nov; Duartbeg, Scourie H 2 Dec. Fourth for Orkney, 17th-19th for North-east & 25th for Borders. 
A 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata | 
Spring: First was a very early bird at White Glen, Hoy Ork 30 Apr. Clyde, High, Bord & Ayr 1-5 May; Dal 
Clyde Is & Loth 9-10 May; A&D, Fair Is, Is of May & Arg 11-13 May; Fife, Shet, NE, Forth, Caith & O 0 
14-17 May. Light passage, mostly of 1-2 birds with small falls 14-15 May when 6 Fife coast F & 5 Is of Mi 
then 28-30 May when 10 Berwickshire coast B, 7 Fife coast, 6 E.Lothian coast L & 5 Stronsay Ork; & 23 Fr 
Is & 6 Skaw, Unst Shet 5-6 Jun. | 
Breeding: Caith 6prs bred at 4 sites with 2br7 noted; High 13 sites with 7prs part of Insh Marshes, 6prs Inver), 
Aprs Corrimony, low numbers W.Ross, pr probably bred Eigg; M&N noted 8 sites; NE noted 8 sites with provi 
breeding at 3 sites; A&D 5prs Invermark had MCS 2.8 & MBS 0.8 but just 0.4 fledging; Fife now absent fria 
many traditional sites with only 7prs found (all bred) & present just 2 of 20 BBS sites; Forth noted 14 sitesa 

b 

5 

8 


Trossachs; Loth 31 sites, mostly 1-2 prs & proved to breed at 8 sites; Bord noted 48 sites with 7mm Kail) 
6mm Shannabank Wood, 6mm Dawyck Glen; Arg noted 23 sites with 7prs Taynish CBC (3), 4prs L. Gruing, 
Islay; Clyde 47prs at 37 sites with 4prs Linn Park & 4prs Lochwinnoch; Ayr 60prs at 25 sites with 20prs N) 
Glen, min 9 prs Kilkerran & 6prs Bargany; D&G prs breeding on restock after felling in plantations. | 
First fledged: Caith 7 Jul, Bord 16 Jul, Clyde 23 Jul, Forth, 31 Jul, Arg 8 Aug, Clyde Is 21 Aug. 
15 L.Ard Forth 31 Jul. l 
Autumn: Movements noted from mid-Aug. Typical low-key passage, mostly 1-2 birds, with 16 Fair Is, 8 Su 
burgh Shet, 6 Is of May, 6 St.Abbs, 6 Dowlaw B, 6 Whalsay Shet, 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 3 Fife Ness F 3-6 Sih 
5 Lunan Bay A&D & 3 Kincraig Pt. A&D 10 Sep. Another movement 27 Sep-3 Oct when 14 NE coast} 
St.Abbs, 5 Whalsay & 4 Fife Ness. 
Last OHeb, A&D, I of May, Loth, Bord & Caith 1-6 Oct; Shet, Fair Is, & Ork 10-14 Oct with late birds Fifels 
Oct & latest 4 Rattray area NE 26-30 Oct. | 


Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 
Spring: | Is of May 29 May & 1 N.Rona OH 4 Jun. 
Autumn: Good autumn with 34 birds (8). Small fall 2-6 Sep: 3 Fair Is, 2 Fetlar Shet & singles Sumburgh Hcl 


16-31. 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 Shet, Grutness Shet, Newlands of Forse Caith, Fovela 
Aug Sep. Sep Oct Oct NE & St.Abbs B. Next wave 23-30 Sep: 2 Grutng), 

7 2 2 Fetlar, & singles Noness Shet, Scatness Shet, Hoswic 
: zZ Fs Shet, Fair Is, N.Ronaldsay Ork, Noss Head Cail 


Drums NE, Balmedie NE & Is of May. 
Wave continued 1-6 Oct with singles Skaw, Unst Shi, 
S.Collafirth Shet, Swining Shet, Ethie Mains A&!, 
West Seaton A&D & Is of May. Later bird(s) Askerni, 
S.Uist OH 8-11 Oct & L.Druidibeg, S.Uist OH 12 (t 


were perhaps birds re-orientating. 
Photo of Sumburgh bird: Birding World 11:330. | 


* Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis | | 
1m Fair Is 28 May. Second record for Fair Isle. Last recorded there in Oct 1986. | 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
Spring: First 1 Hensol D&G 7 Apr. Next 1 Wood of Cree D&G 17 Apr. Next 3 birds also D&G 23-26 Apr. Tha 
Bord, Is of May, Clyde Is & Fair Is 27-29 Apr; Arg & Ayr 1-2 May; Ork, Shet, NE & Clyde 10-18 May. | 
Poor passage with none seen A&D, Fife, Loth & Caith and just 5 Shet, c.9 Fair Is, c.7 Ork, 2 Is of May & 
Bord, max 3 Fair Is on 8 Jun. | 
Breeding: NE 3 sites with 2prs Ballater; A&D 2prs Glenesk had MCS 6.2 & MBS 3.8 & fledged 2.8; E 
Roslin Glen CBC only; Bord 4 sites; Arg noted 5 other sites; Clyde 49prs at 6 sites; Ayr I5prs at 9 sites 
Aprs Scoretulloch; D&G 61prs Wood of Cree, 4prs Hill, Mabie, 6mm L.Ken, 4prs Threave, 3prs High Cant 


| 


net ten 


R.D.Murray [Ed.] 


Autumn: Passage from early Sep with major | Nest-box schemes MBS 
fall on E coast on 1-4 Sep when 250 Is of May, pairs nests broods juvs 1997 
40 St.Abbs B, 23 Noss Head Caith, 20 | Newtonmore H 5 5 il 630 
Skateraw L, 15 Barns Ness L, 10 Reay Caith, | ssachs Forth 62 62 229 5.63 

; : : Bonawe Argyll Z 42 5.50 

- 9Cove NE & 8+ Fife Ness F with fall in N.Isles Aedecnaven Avey 3 a : 
3-7 Sep with 60 Sumburgh Shet, 55 Fair Is, | Kenmore Clyde 9 % «$50 
( 35 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 32 Whalsay Shet, 30 | Sallochy Clyde 33 6.40 
4 Stronsay Ork, 18 Fetlar Shet, 16 S.Ronaldsay LGlentrool D&G 12 5.70 


a4) Ork, 12 Kergord Shet & 12 Noss Shet. Few records during the remainder of Sep, mostly 1-3 birds. Another 

i more limited fall 1-4 Oct with cmin 27 birds on NE coast including 10 St.Fergus NE, 6 Drums NE, 6 Rattray 
_ NE& 6 Balmedie NE with smaller numbers elsewhere max 4 St.Abbs. Last Is of May, Caith, Bord, Arg, A&D, 

aj Fife & Fair Is 1-7 Oct; Ork 10 Oct; Shet 18 Oct & 6 NE coast 24-28 Oct with latest 1 Collieston NE 28 Oct. 

Ge 

« Bearded Tit Panurus biamarcus 

si Breeding: M&N 3 L.Spynie 15-31 May & again when 

lt 8 there 18 Sep, later heard 8 Oct; NE 1f L.of Strath- 

ay beg 14 & 19 Jun & 28 Sep was perhaps part of part 
ef of party of 4 seen March 1997; P&K/A&D no in- 
» formation on Tay reedbeds population. 
Influx Oct when 1m Montrose A&D & 1m Seafield, 
Edinburgh L 3 Oct; 1 L.of Ness, Papa Westray Ork 

im 13 Oct; 6 (2mm & 3ff/juvs) Strathbeg NE 16-31 

i) Oct with last report there 12 Nov; 1f Skerries Shet & 

i, Im St.Abbs B on 18 Oct. 

This unprecedented influx provided the first records 
el!) for Shetland, Orkney, Moray & Nairn & Borders, 
along with the third record for Lothian. 

., See Copland & Kerr (2000) Borders Bird Report 18: 100 for 
account & photos of the St.Abbs bird. See Ellis, P. (1999) in 
Shetland Bird Report 1998: 95 for account of Skerries bird. See 
» Chester, J. (1999) in Orkney Bird Report 1998: 101 for account 


li! of first area record. See Coo, M. (1999) in Moray & Nairn 
atl Bird Report 1998: 80-81 for account of first for area. 


ee 


Bearded Tit, St.Abbs. Photo: Alec Copland : 


i Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

jy Winter: Best flocks: 35 Balloch Clyde, 30 Fullerton Woods Ayr, 27 L.Achnalt H, 22 Midross Clyde, 20+ 
Braefoot Woods F, 20 Edinburgh L & 19 Hirsel B, all in Jan. Then 18 Creag Meagaidh H in Mar. Influx in 

y,/ autumn ‘97 to Ork up to 10 birds Jan-Apr at 4 sites, max 10 Burra House, Hoy 2 Apr. None N.Isles in autumn. 

{i Breeding: OHeb br5 Stornoway Woods continues the toehold in the area; High 10prs Eigg had a successful 

ail season but a 58% decrease in juvs trapped L.Eye CES; Fife 4prs Devilla Forest, 2prs Elie Estate had 18 juvs, 

| Noted 3 other sites; Loth c.24prs at 18 sites with 3prs Addiewell Bing (2); Bord c.28prs at 14 sites with 9prs 
Floors Castle; Arg 4 sites; Clyde 40prs at 28 sites with 6prs MoD Clyde Estate, 4prs Linn Park (2) 
First fledged Fife, D&G, Clyde & Arg 16-19 May; Ayr, High, NE, OHeb & Bord 3-11 Jun. 

- | Autumn/winter: Fewer medium & large flocks with max flocks of 15-25 noted in Arg, Clyde Is.& D&G and 26- 
40 in M&N, NE, Fife, Forth, Bord, Clyde & Ayr. 5 very large flocks (6): 70 Insh H & 50 Endrick Mouth Clyde 
| in Sep; 60 Crombie Park A&D & 40+ Binning Wood L in Nov; 41 Balloch Castle Clyde in Dec. 

= | Average of the 10 largest flocks in 1998 was 42.0 (47.0 in ‘96). 


le ‘Marsh Tit Parus palustris 
Bord 11 sites throughout year, noted at 7 during the breeding season, mostly at usual sites but first record for 
t! some year at Lowood in middle section of Tweed valley; Loth 1 Haddington 12 Dec is first record since 1995. 


ll Willow Tit Parus montanus 

i Clyde Sprs & additional 2mm noted (some tape-lured) at 5 sites in Lanarkshire with young ringed Eastmuir 
a Plantation, Millburn Glen, Jock’s Gill & Coltness & fledged juvs seen Greenhead P.. 1m in song also noted 
)3ranchal Moss in Apr; Ayr noted Knockshinnoch Jan-Apr & Bogton Moss Feb & Dec; D&G 7prs seen at the 


i 
i 


Nunholm, Knowckman Wood, Craigshinnie, Caldons, Stroan & Wood of Cree. } 
issn baricniacniiaguaonien AMON FON ye 


Crested Tit Parus cristatus } 
High bred Monadh Mor, Tianfield, Heathmount & Drunguish; noted 8 sites Badenoch & Strathspey, max i 


Cuchanlupe-Carn a’Chnuic 4 Aug; noted 5 sites Ross & Cromarty including 1 Chanonry Pt. 28 Jul where m« 
unusual; 6 sites Inverness, max 4 Slochd summit 6 Sep; noted 2 sites Wester Ross; M&N 10prs Culbin For( 
with MCS 5.3 but just 1.0 fledged per nest due to predation at egg stage, | pr Lossie Forest fledged 6 young, al) 
seen Dugh of Edinville, Bin of Cullen & Kinloss; NE 1 Glen Lui 25 Apr. 


) 


Coal Tit Parus ater i 
Largest flocks: 65 Millbuie Forest H, 43 Wallacebank Wood Forth, 30 Elie Estate F, 20 Almondell L & }} 
Mossburnford B in Jan; with 60 Dunnet Forest Caith in Mar. 
Breeding: OHeb only 3 juvs seen Stornoway Woods, suggesting a possible massive decline from 22prs in ‘} 
also noted 2 other sites; M&N 3prs Lossie Forest had MCS 8.3 & MBS of 7.3; Loth 7prs Addiewell Bing (Lip 
7prs Roslin Glen (7), 2prs Vogrie CBC (3) & 2prs Aberlady (2); Bord 12prs Ettrick Marshes, 10mm Dawy( 
Gardens, 8mm Castlecraig, 4mm Ladyurd; Arg 8prs Taynish CBC (10); Clyde 64prs at 15 sites with 14 


Breeding Bird Survey % plots Peay counie MoD Clyde Estate, 10prs Palacerigg, 1O0prs Hayston G 
Coal Tit 97 98 97 ~—s-:»98 Course. First fledged Bord 25 Jun. 
Highland, N&W Isles} 3 25 5162. 8107. Autumn/winter flocks: 20 Inchcailloch Clyde in Jul. 
een SONS 36 74 Passage: | Burra House, Hoy Ork 22 May. Max 6 St.A 
SE Scotland B 24 Sep was the only autumn record. 

; 


Several resembling the continental nominate form s 
Fife Ness F 1-14 Oct. 


SW Scotland 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 


Ork 1-5 birds at 6 sites Kirkwall Jan-Mar, singles Stronsay, Graemeshall & St.Margaret’s Hope. 

70 Tweedbank B, 50 Almondell L, 43 Calderwood L, 40 Union Canal, Linlithgow L & 31 Mossburnford B 

Jan; 52 Faldonside B & 29 Findhorn Bay M&N in Feb; 83 Langlee B in Mar. 

Breeding: Poor season, with lower numbers of adults and poor success possibly due to bad weather befe 

hatching, judging from losses at egg stage. 
Nest-box schemes MBS MBS Fife 20prs Longannet & 6prs Eden Est. (6), a gene 
LSpynie M&N moe poe ee oe : wees lack of success with many losses noted, St.Margar 
9 sites NE | 476 Marsh CES site had a 91% crash in juv numbers all 
Invermark A&D 3.70 evidence that adults had arrested their post-breedilf 
Braefoot F 6.31 moult due to stress; Forth 7prs lower Devon Wii 
Kilrenny F : 4.50 (7), 9prs/km? Doune CBC (7); Loth 26prs Roslin Gl 

[Siento DEG IE CBC (30), 10prs Straiton Bing, 7prs Vogrie CBC (\, 


Breeding Bird Survey % plots mean counts 
Blue Tit 97 98 97 98 
Highland, N&W Isles 2528-1 3.70 


NE Scotland 
E/C Scotland 
. 


Ettrick Marshes, 14mm Pease Dean, 11mm Dawy 
Gardens, 10prs Dawyck Glen; Arg 24prs Taynil 


CBC (33); Clyde 94prs at 21 sites with 35prs Mc 
Clyde Estate, 9prs Kilpatrick Braes, 9prs Merryt 


(15); D&G 22% occupancy of 31 boxes Carlingwz. 


& 16% of 146 boxes Wood of Cree. First fledged seen Bord 24 Jun & Caith 30 Jun. 


Great Tit Parus major 

1 Whalsay Shet Oct ‘97 to early Apr; 1 Finstown Ork 23 May. 

30 Almondell L, 25 Tweedbank B, 22 Mossburnford B in Jan. 29 ringed Craigurd B 24 Jan. 
Breeding: Poor breeding season. OHeb singles sang Garynahine & Stornoway Woods but great decline since t) 
6prs of the 1908s; Caith 7prs at 3 sites; M&N highest population Lossie Forest since 1985, better success), 
conifers at Lossie than broadleaves at Spynie; NE poor success due to wet & cold; Fife 6-8prs Longannet, 4) 
Eden Est:, worst year at Braefoot despite record 18prs, ad numbers down 36% St.Margaret’s Marsh CES t 
70% crash in juv numbers; Forth low occupancy Trossachs & only fair success, 4prs Devon WBS (5), sors 
Was SESE Lo oo 


| 


7-9prs Aberlady (6), poor season Turnhouse CES wit 
75% drop in numbers of juvs caught; Bord 18]) | 


5-6 Straiton Bing, Sprs Vogrie CBC (6) & 3 Aberlady nests broods juvs 
(3); Bord 7prs Ettrick Marshes, 6mm Pease Dean, Lossie Forest M&N 40 71 
6mm Dawyck Gardens; Arg 9prs Taynish CBC (11); cae : oe . : A 
Clyde 77prs at 27 sites with 18 MoD Clyde Estate, se A&D 19 
8prs Merryton (8), 6prs Kilpatrick Braes; D&G Braefoot F 18 
4 14prs in Threave nest-boxes, 13% of 146 boxes oc- Kilrenny F ll 


-cupied Wood of Cree. Later counts: 10 Lochwinnoch Clyde 29 Jul and 11 R.Avon at Linlithgow L 31 Dec. 


R.D.Murray [Ed.} 
i Doune CBC (7); Loth 19prs Roslin Glen CBC (16), | Nest-box schemes 


| Nuthatch Sitta europaea 

- Population in the Borders continues to burgeon with every indication that it is expanding into neighbouring 
i Lothian & Fife. The Ayrshire bird suggests the possibility of unknown sites in western Dumfries & Galloway. 
- Bord increase and spread accelerates with records from 16 areas including 15prs tape-lured at Floors Castle; 
| c.7prs birds Hirsel & 3prs both Leet House & Lennel Woods in the immediate area of Coldstream; 4prs Monteviot; 
\j- 2-3prs Galashiels at Langlee & Abbotsford; 2prs at Mossburnford & Paxton House; single prs at Wells Estate & 
ch een © HAS EASS eeinele birds have been seen coming to feeders at Ancrum, Craigurd, Dawyck Gardens & 
Innerleithen, and calling birds have been heard 
at Milne Graden & Old Tinnis. 

Min 35prs recorded in 1998. 

Caith 1 Houstry early Sep; Fife 1 St.Andrews 
from 3 Dec *97 to 17 Jan; Loth 1 The Mead- 
ows, Edinburgh on 24 Mar & Tantallon Road, 
Edinburgh 27 Mar (same? ), 1 Beech Hill, 
Haddington 12-13 Apr; 1 Dunglass 5 May; Ayr 
1m sang Kilkerran 11-25 May & 8 Sep-end Dec; 


D&G | Canonbie 14 Apr. 

See Hewitson, S. et al (1999) in Ayrshire Bird Report 1998: 
67-68 for account of the first area record. 

See Borders Bird Report 18: 65 for photos of 


theWhithaugh Park bird. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Winter/Spring: 10 Tweedbank B in Jan. 8 
Peppermill F 28 Mar. | Quarff Shet 29-30 Apr. 
Breeding: OHeb no confirmed records of breed- 
ing but 2 Stornoway Woods in Oct; Caith 2prs 
Castlehill; High 9prs Eigg (8), 2-3prs Fairy Glen; 
M&N Ipr in Lossie boxes laid 6 eggs & fledged 
6 young, 5 nests Culbin Forest had MCS 4.6 & 
MBS 1.0 due to desertion & predation of 4 nests, 
another brood Forres died during poor weather; 
Fife 3prs Eden; Loth 5prs Roslin Glen CBC (7), 
i aes =Sprs Hermitage of Braid, noted another 8 sites; 
Nuthatch, Whithaugh Park, Newcastleton 1999. Bord noted 16 sites with 7mm Floors Castle, 5prs 


i __ Photo: Dave Jenner. Ettrick Marshes, 3mm Gallowberry, Dawyck 
Gardens & Monteviot; Arg Sprs Taynish CBC (4); Clyde 26prs at 19 sites with 3 Palacerigg, 3 Kilpatrick Braes 


-& 3 Coltness Glen. First fledged young first noted Bord 16 Jul. 

= ' Autumn/winter: 1 Is of May 19-20 Jun; 10 Elie Estate Fin Aug. 1 Binscarth Wood Ork 27 Sep; 1 Fair Is 1 Oct 
was the continental race C.f,familairis; 1 Is of May 6 Oct. 7 Balloch Castle Clyde 20 Oct. 1 The Lodge, Coll 
“Arg 30 Nov was most unusual. Only the second-ever spring record for Fair Isle, the last in 1968. 


fl 


i Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

_ Sbting: F/imms at Busta Shet 16 May; Inganess Ork 17 May; Exnaboe Shet 17 May; Helendale Shet 9-11 Jun; 
+ Kergord Shet 14-15 Jun; & Musselburgh L 23 Jun. 12th record for Lothian. 

i = Imm m N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 Jul. Then 5 f/imms, all Shet at Lerwick 8-13 Sep; Kergord 9 Sep, Sullom 


116- 17 Sep, Whalsay 18-25 Sep & Sumburgh Head 28 Sep. 


* 


| 
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Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio | 
Spring: First Fetlar Shet & Fair Is 12 May; Ork, NE & Fife 13 May. Fall on 12-15 May when 13 Shet, c:5 Fa 
Is, 1 NE, 1 A&D, 2 Loth, 2 Fife & 1 Arg. Another fall 16-17 May when 5 N.Ronaldsay Ork, INE, 1 A&D |) 
2 Fife. 1 Falkirk Forth 22 May. Widespread fall 27 May-2 Jun with 4 Shet, 7 Fair Is, 2 High, 6 NE, 1 A&D)) 
Is of May, | Fife, 1 Loth, 2 Bord & Ar 

ie a oe Jun mt Jul Jul Han Aug a Sep Oe Oct te Shae al lin gering birds N.Isles. Usu 
N Scot cS a, . 1 5 odd birds in Jun/early Jul with singl) 

: : 2 17 Thura Caith, Colyumbridge I) 
: Td 15 Culbokie H, Rattray NE | 
Prestongrange L. 
Breeding: NE birds at 3 inland sites | 
summer - no hint of breeding. | 
Autumn: First Shet 23 Aug, Fair Is 1 Sep, NE, Ork & Fife 2-3 Sep. Arrival 1-13 Sep when 15 Shet, 2 Fair J) 
5 Ork, 3 NE & 1 Fife. Steady trickle Shet through Sep-early Oct. Last Fair Is, Caith, A&D & Fife 2-5 Oct; Shi 
11 Oct; latest singles Widewall Ork 24 Oct & Foresthill NE 18 Nov. 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 

Winter/spring: 1 Burray Ork 7 Apr; 1 Newtonmore H on 
30 Apr; 1 Papa Westray Ork 24-25 May. 
Autumn/winter: 1 Stronsay Ork 28 Sep, perhaps another 
there on 2 Oct; 1 Eswick Shet 30 Sep; 1 Noss Head 
Caith & Girdleness NE | Oct; 1 Spiggie Shet, 1 Tondra 
Shet, 2 Noss Head, 1 Montrose Basin A&D & 2 Is of 
May 2 Oct; | Finstown Ork 3 Oct; 1 Girdleness 4 Oct; 
1 Quendale Shet 6 Oct; 1 North Ronaldsay Ork and 1 
Caerlaverock D&G 7 Oct; 1 Ulbister Mains Caith 11 Oct; 
1 Clatteringshaws D&G 15 Oct; 1 Nethybridge H 31 Oct; 
1 Fair Is 3-4 Nov; 1 Rackwick Ork 11 and 18 Nov; 
1 Flanders Moss Forth 29 Nov; | Carron Bridge Forth./ 
Clyde 29 Nov-6 Dec; 1 Kyle Forest Ayr 20 Dec to 1999. 
3 in spring, 20 in autumn, 4 in winter. Best autumn for 
some years 


Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

Remains found on a Sparrowhawk plucking post at L. a 
Chrosg, Achnasheen H 31 Aug; juv Skaw, Whalsay Shet 
11-12 Sep. Photo of Skaw bird Birding Scotland cover 1(4). 
Several others claimed but not forwarded to SBRC. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 
High noted 5 sites through year; M&N noted 5 sites in | Great Grey Shrike 
breeding season, 5 others in winter; NE most records from Angus Hogg 

Don & Dee, 1 confirmed breeding at Kirkhill; A&D noted Ayrshire Bird Report 
17 sites; Fife noted 18 sites in breeding season, confirmed | 
at 2 sites; Forth noted 25 sites; Loth noted from 18 sites but no confirmation, mostly E & W Lothian; Bor 
8 breeding season sites & 13 sites in winter; Arg 6 sites in breeding season, another 9 sites in winter, 1 Laggé 
Bridge, Islay was first on island since 1982; Clyde possible 25prs at 19 sites Apr-Jul but numerous records | 
other times of year, max 7prs Clyde MoD Estate; Ayr noted 5 sites with 1 confirmed; D&G many Glentrool | 
autumn/winter. | 
Magpie Pica pica | 
Ork 1 Trumland Wood, Rousay 14-15 May was 11th-ever for Orkney & first since 1987; Caith noted 6 sit 
through year; High noted 7 sites through year; M&N noted 8 sites; NE common Buchan; A&D noted at 6 siti 
suggesting that a toehold is being gained in Angus; P&K 8 sites, still rare in Highland area; Fife still confined | 
W of area but noted 12 sites through year in E.Fife; Loth 9prs Musselburgh lagoons (4-5), 4prs Aberlady (5 


| 
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Bord noted 46 sites through year, expansion continues unabated; Arg regular sightings in Cowal; Clyde 1 5prs 


Hyndland, 5prs Cathkin Braes, 2-3prs Merryton; Ayr expansion Kilmarnock with town’s growth and consoli- 


- dation and growth of population in N. Ayrshire with birds reaching new areas in S.Ayrshire, 7prs Knockbentier; 


i=) 
— 


Colonsay nests. The Islay population had de- 


D&G noted 16 sites through year. 
Roosts: In a roost study in Clyde an extraordinary 3,754 birds were counted at 41 roosts through the year, max 
counts were 538 Pollok Country Park in Feb, 477 Braidbar Quarry, Giffnock in Mar & 343 Possil Marsh in 


| Dec. Elsewhere: 28 Craigluscar F in Jan; 143 Airthrey Forth in Feb; 452 Dunbar L & 40 Shewalton Ayr in Dec. 
» Max counts elsewhere 9 NE, 8 M&N & 16 Bord. 


Chough Pyrrhocorax phyrrocorax 

A full survey of Scotland was conducted after signs of population decline. 
All bred on the Argyll islands Arg except for 
the Wigtownshire pair in D&G. Breeding suc- Pairs 1982 1986 =1992 1998 
cess was closely monitored in most Islay & Scotland = 72 105 88 59 


clined by almost 50% in 12 years, the greatest Hiceding Pais Non Eledged 1986 


“decline being in The Oa where only 7prs were Pairs Prospecting Breeders Young prs + pros. prs 
_ found (20 in 1986). Productivity on Islay was 3 35 89 95 


1.93, little changed from past reports. Low sur- 
_ yival of Ist-winter birds seems to be a problem 
_ with increased mortality suspected due to de- 


- - 2 
4 17 >25 


clines in food supplies as a result of changes in 7 
cattle husbandry. The Colonsay birds depend 
} more on kelp fly larvae in the tideline seaweed beds and were more productive at MBP. 2.5. 
RSPB & M.Ogilvie, Argyll Bird Report. 


_ 1 Balcary Heughs D&G in late Oct was unusual. 


| Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

' Ork 40prs Costa Head fledged 10 juvs, 1Sprs Marwick Head; OHeb small Stornoway population stable; High 
~ 15prs Eigg had reasonable success; Forth 5prs/km? Doune CBC; Loth 6prs Roslin Glen CBC (7); Bord 8prs 
_ Ettrick Marshes; Clyde 140prs in 4 quarries; Arg 5prs bred L.Gruinart, Islay; D&G 9prs in Glentrool boxes had 
MCS 4.00 & MBS 2.60. 

 Roosts: 1,400 Riggend Clyde in Feb; c.2,000 Kingholm D&G in Jul; 1,800 Alford NE in Dec (4,000 there in 
_ 1996). Elsewhere best counts were: 950 High, 700 in Bord, 400 in Arg & Fife , 300 in Caith & Ayr, 170 Ork, 


150 in Forth, 80 in High & Shet 14. 
C.m. monedula - 1 Elgin M&N 13 Dec showed features of nominate Scandinavian race. 
C.m.sommerringii - 1 Veensgarth Shet 27 Jan- 17 Mar with 2 there 28 Jan & 8 Feb. 


' Rook Corvus frugilegus 


’ Shet bred Kergord but no count; OHeb 80 nests Stornoway Woods continues decline; High just 1 rookery noted; 


M&N just 1 count submitted; NE only 2 counts submitted; Fife 940 nests at 18 sites, 7 with continued 
monitoring showed 12% overall decrease; Forth 378 at 4 sites (406); Loth just 1 count from NT37 Mussel- 


_ burgh showed 116 nests (96 in ‘97 & 54 in ‘95); Bord full survey Peeblesshire where 9,182 nests at 75 sites ( 


| 7,749 in ‘90 & 4,872 in ‘75) , 2 sites were stable, 34 sites were new, 12 had become extinct, 26 had increased 


and 13 decreased, the largest was 610 at Wester Happrew; Arg 353 nests at 11 sites on Islay; Clyde 2,107 nests 


, at 48 rookeries, largest 369 Greenside; Ayr just 4 colony counts; 
_ Best flocks/roosts: 1,200 Dowlaw B & 1,100 Knightward F in Jan; 1,100 Largo F in Mar; 5,000 Erskine Clyde, 


| 4,000 Alford NE & 2,000 Birkle Hill Caith in Dec. Elsewhere: 300 in Arg, 440 Shet & 500 in Ork. 
' See Murray, R.D. (2000) in Borders Bird Report 18: 80-88 for full account of Peeblesshire count. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

_ Carrion Crow C.c.corone 

_ Breeding: Forth 5prs/km? Doune CBC, 4prs lower Devon WBS; Loth 6-7prs Aberlady, 6prs Roslin Glen CBC 
, |» Oprs Braid Hermitage; Bord 9prs Ettrick Marshes, 7prs St.Abbs. Mixed pairs Papa Westray Ork & Eigg H. 


Scottish Bird Report 19 | | 


Flocks - 175 Mossburnford B, 120 Ardmore Clyde & 120 Seacliff L in Jan; 300 Pollok Clyde & 130 Milliche! 
Clyde in Feb; 250 Dawsholm Park Clyde in Mar; in Feb; 123 Roseisle M&N. | 
Hooded Crow C.c. cornix 

Breeding: Fair Is 3prs noted; Ork 20prs Birsay Moors, 14prs Hobbister, 11 prs Hoy; OHeb pr bred St. Kild 
Flocks - 105 Queenamidda Ork in Jan; 31 S.Ayrshire in Apr; 100 Kergord Shet in Nov. 
Records of pure birds & hybrids from: Fife 2 pure & 1 hybrid, Forth 10, Loth 1 & 6, Bord 2 & 3, Clyde 29 | 
48, Ayr 2 & 2, D&G 3 &1 & Lossie Est. M&N 12& 23,. 


| 
| 


| 
Raven Corvus corax 
Gceapied Sites Succecctul Young Breeding: Shet pr Vidlin reared br6; Fair Is 3prs bre 
nests failed nests _‘ fledged MBS just 1 fledged br3, max 14 in Apr, 28 in Sep; Or 
Fetlar Shet 1 12prs bred Hoy, 2prs N.Ronaldsay failed, 18 oth) 
Mainland Ork 17 prs noted in 5 areas which included 6br15, the re, 
Beet failed; OHeb 7prs N.Uist reared 13+ young, 5p) 
Forth 
S.Uist reared 13+ young, 2 St.Kilda in Jun; Cait) 
2br8 noted; M&N just 3 records in Jul only; P&) 
only 3prs noted, failed to appear at 4 sites; Loth pr) 
br4 Pentlands, pr+br3 Moorfoots & possibly bre 
E.Lothian; Bord 2-3prs on coast, noted 7 siti 
Tweedsmuir Hills & c.9 sites Moorfoot Hills but fe} 
confirmed breeding records; Clyde 3 other nes, 
known, 2 successful; D&G increase continues, possibly spreading into the E lowlands around Dumfries. 
Max counts: 184 N.Perthshire roost P&K & 120 Glen Kyllachy H in Feb; 112 St.Ola Ork & 50 Market Stanc 
Benbecula OH in Apr; 80 Balranald, N.Uist OH & 76 Gott Hill, Tiree Arg in Aug; 276 N.Perthshire roost) 
150 Rova Head Shet, 70+ Tobermory, Mull Arg & 44 Strath Brora H in Nov. | 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
2,000 Thurso Caith & 1,000 Dowlaw B in Jan; 30,000-40,000 Rigg D&G, 2,000 Ardivachar, S.Uist O] 
1,000 Sherrifhall L in Feb; 4,000 Birsay Ork, 4,000 Glasgow Clyde & 3,700 W. Linton B in Mar. 
Max elsewhere - 520 Fair Is, 450 Arg, 400 Forth, 300 High. 
Breeding: Shet 30-40prs Noss; Fair Is 200prs bred with good success Ist broods but less successful 2nd brood 
Ork 100prs bred Copinsay; OHeb 12prs N.Rona; High 20prs Eigg, 50% drop from 1996; NE 38/47 box 
occupied Culterty produced 33 broods with MBS 4.36 (4.39); Forth 12prs/km* Doune CBC; Loth 9prs Ros! 
Glen CBC (10); Bord 63 nests Eddleston (66), Sprs Ettrick Marshes; Arg 2prs Taynish, 1-2prs bred Sanda ] 
First fledged Clyde 14 May; Bord 17 May; OHeb 29 May; Forth 1 Jun; Ork 7 Jun; Shet 11 Jun. 
7,000 Annan Waterfoot D&G in Aug; 10,000 Stainland Caith & 10,000 Thurso Caith in Sep; 3,000 Kirkwa 
Ork & 3,000 Castle L. D&G in Oct; 10,000 Strathbeg NE, 3,213 St.Monance F & 3,000 Reiss Caith in No 
4,757 Deerness Ork, 4,200 Campbeltown Arg, 3,650 Mintlaw NE, 3,000 L.Spynie M&N, 2,500 Dowlaw | 
2, 200 Kincardine Bridge Forth in Dec. Max elsewhere - 750 OHeb, 500 Bord, 300 High 


j=) 


Colonsay Arg 
Cowal Arg 
SW Mull Arg 
Tiree Arg 
Bute Clyde Is 
Renfrewshire 
Ayrshire 
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Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 
Ad Skateraw L 30 May-5 Jun; juv Riraig-Caoles, Tiree Arg 28 Aug; juv Fetlar Shet 14-17 Sep; ad Portknock 
M&N 17-19 Oct. Sixth for Lothian. Several other claimed birds had not been submitted to BBRC. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus | 
Breeding: Ork noted 7 sites; OHeb ‘healthy’ population Harris; High first bred for many years Inchdryn 
M&N 7/8 boxes occupied at Clochan managed 7br23 & 4br15; NE no breeding Longside after min 16 year 
Forth 15prs/km* Doune CBC; Loth 9+prs Winchburgh; Bord 33prs Eddleston, 11mm Newmills, 45ads Foulde 
Clyde 35prs Palacerigg. First fledged Clyde 12 May; 

OHeb 27 May; Ork 28 May; Forth 2 Jun. Breeding Bird Survey 


: HCUNE Sparrow 
Largest flocks: SO+ East Yonderton Clyde in Jan; 50 

West Moy M&N in Feb; 40 Lunan Bay A&D in Mar; 
75 Standingstone Lin May; 200 Monkton Ayr and 
100 Thornton F in Jul; 250 Harry’s Knowe Clyde, 250 
Crantit Ork, 166 Tiree Arg, 180 Pennyland Caith, 120 2125 


_ with 2 broods Clochan had 2br8; 


_ abetter year; Fife 12prs at 9 sites; 


' atlas was completed in 1994; 
' Bord noted at 12 sites; Clyde 
_ only 9prs noted, proved breeding 


_ Taynish CBC (32); Clyde 367prs at 14 sites with 
_ 243prs Clyde MoD Estate, 21prs Hilton Park, 20 
_ Kilpatrick Braes. 

_ Autumn/winter: Many fewer birds - 2,300 Kinbuck 
_ & 600 Glengairn NE in Nov; 600 Elie F, 600 Braco 


\ VAG SOS eee 
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Tarbolton Ayr, 80 E.Millichen Clyde & 75 Nairn M&N in Aug; 165 Fair Is and 100 Earlston B in Sep; 90 
Kinloss M&N in Sep; 100 Springside Ayr, 110 E. Yonderton & 70 Cambus B in Oct; 300 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
& 60 Arileod, Coll Arg in Nov. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Breeding: Ork hybrid young Tree Sparrow 

present from 1997; High 20+prs ster ee een Stuar t Rivers 

Urquhart, 5+prs Balintraid, also a Th PSES N Fife Bird Report 
noted 4 other sites; M&N 5prs ae Z 
reared 3 broods Longmorn, 6prs 
Invererne managed MCS 4.8, pr 


NE good success Udny, 15prs 
Longside only 1 brood succeeded, 
11/17 boxes occupied Potterton, 
bred at least 6 other sites; P&K 
64 young ringed at Blairgowrie, 


Loth in local survey of 43 tet- 
rads only 24 of the tetrads held 
107 birds (some 32prs counted) 
suggests a decline since the local 


Newton Farm & Carnwath; Ayr 


_ survey found 43prs at 16 sites 

» with 7prs Warwickhill & Sprs Milton. 

_ Max flocks seen : 200 Kelhead D&G, 112 Anstruther F, 100 Cairneyhill F, 66 Lecropt Forth, 60 Melville Tip 
’ F, 50 Fisherford NE, 50 E.Yonderton Clyde, 40 Thwaite D&G & 40 Chesters B in Jan; 100 Kinmundy NE, 
» 80 Wellhouse H, 40 Faucheldean L in Feb; 40 Lunan Bay A&D in Mar; 30 Rosemarkie H in Apr; 35 Dingwall 
Hin Aug; 56 E. Yonderton & 30 Knockbentier Ayr in Oct; 200+ Newmains B in Nov; & 45 Udny NE in Dec. 


| Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
i 3,000 Kinbuck Forth, 2,500 Doune Forth, 2,000 Glen Isla A&D, 2,000 Blackstoun Clyde, 1,600 Blackford 
' P&K, 1,000 Braco P&K, 1,000 Aberfeldy P&K, 1,000 Balgraystone Clyde, 1,000 Selvieland Clyde, 730 


Fisherford NE, 550 Rynettin H & 500+ Ardgay Hin Jan; 1,100 Threave D&G, 1,000 Ardmore Clyde in Feb; 


*’ 800 Craigluscar F in Mar. Flocks 400-500 in High (2), M&N, NE (2), Fife (2) & Bord (3); flocks of 200-399 
_ in Caith (2), High (3), M&N, A&D, NE, Fife (2), Loth (2), Bord (10), Clyde & Ayr. 

' Breeding: Ork c.12 prs noted; OHeb stable 11prs Stornoway Woods, singles 4 other sites; High good season 
Eigg; Forth 32prs/km’ Doune CBC; Fife 12prs Eden (down 40%), 19prs Longannet/Valleyfield but poor weather 


effected success; Loth 39 Roslin Glen CBC (38), 33prs Aberlady (39+), 20 Vogrie CBC, 18prs Addiewell Bing; 


Breeding Bird Survey % plots mean counts 
Chaffinch 97 98 
Highland, N& W Isles 8.77 10.83 


9798 


’ Bord 54prs Ettrick Marshes, 32prs Castlecraig (25), 


3lprs Ladyurd, 31prs Dawyck Gardens; Arg 28prs 


& 600 Blackstoun in Dec. Flocks of 400-500 noted 


NE, P&K (2), Bord (3), Clyde (2) & D&G and flocks of 200-399 in Fife (3), Clyde (4) & Ayr. Best elsewhere 


_ Loth 140, Arg 150 & Clyde 5. Poor autumn/winter. 
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Brambling Fringilla montifringilla . 
Winter/spring: Poor winter after indifferent an autumn with largest flocks of 600 Bavelaw L in Jan & 7 
Flemington B Jan-Mar and just 2 flocks of 200-400 in Bord & 5 flocks of 100-199 in NE, Fife, Loth & bs 
(2). The best max flocks elsewhere were - Caith 12, M&N 50, D&G 14 & single Ayr. 

Little evidence of passage but max 58 N.Unst Shet & 45 Fetlar Shet 28 Apr. Last birds P&K, Arg 6-12 al 
Forth 23 Apr; Loth, OHeb & Caith 3-6 May; Ork, High & NE 14-15 May; Fife & Bord 30 May; Clyde 1 J i 
1 Is of May 21 May-18 Jun. 
Autumn/winter: First Voe Shet 7 Sep then gap to next Shet 20 Sep; Is of May 23 Sep; Ork 25 Sep; Bord ef 
28-29 Sep; High, Fife, OHeb & Arg 2-5 Oct; D&G, P&K & Clyde 11-18 Oct. | 
Best passage counts restricted to N.Isles with 40 Netherstove Ork & 23 N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Oct & 43 N.U 
Shet 9 Oct. In what was one of the poorest autumns in recent years there were no really large flocks and indé 
none in the 200-400 range or 100-199 ranges. The best counts were 50 Whiteadder L 24 Nov; 20 Nethey 
House B 30 Nov; 31 Balquidder Forth 2 Dec & 40 Ardlair Woods H 18 Dec. The best elsewhere were 14 e 
Arg, 10 Clyde, 6 OHeb & Ayr and just a single bird D&G. 


~ 9 =a SS 


* Serin Serinus serinus Serin 
If St.Abbs Head B 29-30 May. os Alec Copland\y 
First for Borders & eighth for Scotland, the first for Poke —- Borders Bird Rept 
Scottish mainland since 1911. 
See McGuigan, C. (1999) Border Bird Report 18:98-99 for an 
account of the record. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

Max 30 St.Margaret’s Hope Ork in Feb; c.17 at 5 
sites Shet Jan-Mar; excellent spring Fair Is & Shet 
with max 39 Fair Is, 20 Lerwick Shet & c.30 birds 
at 5 other sites mid-Apr. 

1,000 Ardmore Pt. Clyde, 1,000 Skateraw L, 600 
White Burn B & 500 Kelhead D&G in Jan. Flocks 
100-300 noted High, M&N (2), NE (3), P&K, Fife, 
Loth, Bord (2) & Clyde. 

Breeding: Ork noted 4 sites, bred at both Kirkwall 
& Finstown; OHeb noted 7 sites; High 20prs Eigg, 
several double-brooded; Fife 7prs Eden Est., but big 
drop Valleyfield/Longannet with some abandoned 
nests, noted c.15 other sites; Loth noted 3 sites; Bord c.17prs at 8 sites; Arg noted 4 sites; Ayr 21prs at 6 sils 
with 5prs Broomlands; Clyde 45prs at 19 sites with 8prs Clyde MoD Estate & Sprs E.Kilbride. 
Only a single large flock: 500 Langfaulds F in Nov with flocks 100-300 noted M&N (3), P&K, Fife (2), Le, 
Bord & Clyde (2). Poor autumn N. Isles: 5 Fair Is 1-4 Oct & 1 Lerwick 28 Oct. Max 40 Walliwall Ork in D) 
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis | 
Best year ever N.Isles with overwintering Stronsay Ork. Singles Mar & Apr (2) & 8-9 records May on Ork wi 
1-2 at 4 sites Shet & Fair Is 5-18 May. None in autumn. 
370 Parkhill M&N, 206 Kirkliston L, 200 Cairneyhill F, 145 Dunshalt F, 100 Rossie Braes A&D, 93 Cairnmot? 
NE, 80 Orchard Farm Clyde & 70 Blackford P&K in Jan; 150 Lempitlaw B, 119 Longniddry L, 100 Gosfdl 
L, 100 Coldingham B & 83 Leuchars F in Feb; 150 Tyninghame L, 125 Skateraw L & 80 N.Muirton P&Ki 
Mar; 100 Monk Myre P&K in Apr. Flocks 20-60 noted High (3), Fife (7), Loth, Bord (7), Ayr (3) & Clyde ( 
Biometrics of large Fife flocks suggests a Scandinavian origin. | 
Breeding: High late brood Eigg, Ist success for island; Fife noted 5 sites with 6-7 Eden Est (7); Loth notect 
5 sites; Arg 4prs Taynish (2), noted 10 other sites; Clyde 37prs at 26 sites with 5prs Clyde MoD Estate; ‘ 
21prs at 6 sites with 5prs Broomlands. 
180 Roseisle M&N in Sep; 250 Kingholm Quay D&G, 145 Elliot A&D, 120 Uphall L & 100 Aberlady Lt 
Oct; 500 Langfaulds F in Nov; 300 Raddery H & 100 Alness H in Dec. Flocks 50-99 noted High, NE (2), PS. 
(2), Fife (3), Loth (5), Clyde (7) & D&G. 


A 
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Siskin Carduelis spinus 
) Winter/spring: 200 Musselburgh L, 110 Elie F and 50 Sanquhar M&N in Jan; 40 Seaton Park NE in Feb; 
# 50 Dunragit D&G, 30 Summerston Clyde & 26 Peebles B in Mar; 100 Tyninghame L in May. 
N.Isles: max 10 Fetlar Shet 24-25 Apr, 26 Fair Is 5 May; c.35 Ork Apr-Jun, max 12 Finstown. 
Breeding: Ork pr bred White Glen, Hoy, 1m sang Herston; OHeb noted 5 sites, confirmed at Langass & 
ut N.Locheynort; High 30+prs Eigg had reasonable season, pr bred Canna; A&D noted 4 sites; Fife confirmed 
 Cleish Hills, noted 5 other sites; Loth noted 3 sites; Bord c.58prs at 17 sites, max 15prs Ettrick Marshes; Arg 
: 3prs Taynish (0); Clyde 125prs at 20 sites with 77prs Clyde MoD Estate; Ayr poor cone crop gave late season, 
_ 18prs at 3 sites, max 8prs Kilkerran; D&G low numbers Glentrool. 
4 Autumn/winter: flocks - 100+ Craik B in Jun; 40 Drumtree Ayr in Aug; 150 Strath Brora H, 140 Glen Artney 
e¢ P&K, 80 Mugdock Clyde & 60 Machrihanish Arg in Sep; 150 Burrow Head D&G, 70 Torrachilty H, 70 Wood 
i) of Cree D&G & 60 Castle L. D&G in Oct; 100 Pitlochry P&K, 100 Inverawe Arg, 80 L.Ken/Dee D&G, 
i) 65 Ladhope B, 60 Asloun NE & 38 Birnie L. F in Nov; 100 N.Piersknowe B, 50 Creag Meagaidh H, 50 Endrick 
'Mouth Clyde & 50 Blackhill Clyde in Dec. 
. Reasonable autumn passage with max 45 Fair Is, 9 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 8 Quendale Shet 26-27 Sep. Other than 
tiny parties of 1-5 birds, virtually no sign of immigrants of mainland coasts. 
1h 
yw) Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
1,000 Skateraw L & 1,000 Howpark B in Jan; 450 Leslie F, 400 Littleferry H, 400 Oldtown M&N, 350 Cleish 
Hills F in Feb. Flocks of 200-300 noted Jan-Mar in High (2), M&N (2), NE (3), A&D, Fife (2), Loth (5), Bord 
(5) & Ayr (3). Max elsewhere Ork 180, OHeb 15, Arg 100 & D&G 100. 
Breeding: Ork 6prs Hoy, 5 nests Tankerness & 13 other prs at 10 sites; OHeb 2prs Balivanich, Benbecula & 
families noted Barra suggests colonisation; High now scarce E.Ross & SE Sutherland; Fife 6prs Eden, 3prs 
Inchcolm, several deserted their nests after poor weather; Is of May br5 reared was first breeding since 1972; 
-Loth 18prs Aberlady, 4-S5prs Straiton; Arg 3prs Taynish, 4prs on Sanda Is & 13 birds Oronsay; Clyde 45prs 
at 14 sites with 12prs Cathkin Braes. First fledged Ork 13 Jun. 
/500 Longfaulds F in Nov; 700 Nairn M&N & 400 Raddery H in Dec. Flocks of 200-300 noted Aug-Dec in 
-M&N (2), NE (3), Loth & Bord. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris 
Breeding: Ork full survey with 27prs Papa Westray, 4prs Birsay Moors, 5prs Hobbister, 7prs Copinsay, 6prs 
N.Hoy, 2prs Egilsay, noted 8 at other sites; OHeb 10-15prs at 5 sites; NE bred Glen Clunie; P&K noted at 
| 11 different hills; Arg 32prs & 17 singles Colonsay & 31 birds Oronsay, 8prs Sanda Is, 2prs Treshnish Is., 3+prs 
Jona, 6prs Machir Bay, Islay; Clyde noted L.Sloy, Inverarnan & Corrie of Balglass; Ayr 3+prs Ailsa Craig, 1m 
Pinbain Quarry; D&G br3 Mull of Galloway. 
/ 990 Blackford P&K & 400 Dornoch H in Jan; 500 Braco P&K in Feb. 300 Stoer H in Sep; 700 Sunnybank 
‘Ork, 600 Walliwall Ork, 500 Ardgay H, 400 Haston Mart Ork and 375 The Reef, Tiree Arg in Nov; 
190 Blackford, 300 Braco & 300 Gateside M&N in Dec. 
I S of Highlands: 100 Tyninghame L, 100 L.Ryan D&G, 80 Watch Water B, 60 Caddonhead B, 55 Mersehead 
_ D&G & 50 Dipple Ayr in Jan; 700 Luckieshiel B, 300 Thortorwald D&G, 170 Girvan Mains Ayr & 60 
Mount Lothian L in Mar. 60 Wigtown Bay D&G in Oct; 80 Chapeldonan Ayr in Nov; 90 Meigle Hill B in Dec. 


(ou Carduelis flammea 
, Breeding: Ork bred Queenamidda & Blubbersdale; OHeb c.9prs at 4 sites; High 15+prs Eigg, pr bred Canna; 
it M&N noted 2 sites; A&D 10 Forfar L.; P&K 3prs Vane Farm; Fife no sign of presence; Loth 3prs Red Moss, 
; 3pts Aberlady; Bord 30 Pisgah Hill, 20 Ettrick Marshes, 10 Goose L. in display flocks, noted 11 other sites; 
Arg Sprs Taynish, pr L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 82prs at 25 sites with 34 Clyde MoD Estate; Ayr noted 8 sites. 
locks: 200 Carnie NE & 100 Newtown of Inshewan A&D, 60 Carlogie NE & 50 Aberfeldy P&K in Jan; 
, 300 Drynie H, 150 Braco P&K, 70 Damhead F & 50 Morton Res. L in Feb; 150 Corrimony H in Mar; 

, 20 Clochan M&N in Apr; 30 Stornoway Woods, Lewis OH in Aug; 150+ Insh H, 150 Kenmure D&G & 

hg Inverary Arg in Sep; 100 Grainan H & 90 Carsebeck P&K in Oct; 155 Braemar NE, 100 Rynettin H, 
fe 30 Newseat NE & 60 Mugdock Clyde in Nov; 170 Duirinish Lodge H in Dec. 


fl | 


104 Scottish Bird Report 14 


Mealy Redpoll C.f,flammea 
8 Lerwick Shet & singles Fetlar Shet, Carnie NE & Elie Ness F in Jan; 8 Glasgow Botanic Gardens Clyde 
4 Baltasound Shet in Feb; singles Fetlar in Mar; 1-2 Fetlar, Whalsay Shet, Kergord Shet & Aswick Shet in Ar 
2 Busta Shet, 2 Noss Shet, | Starnafin NE & 2 Is of May in May; 2 Voe Shet & 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork in ip: 
1 Noss in Jul. 

Breeding: a pr reared br5 Tresta Shet; 1-3 summered Eswick. 
2 Ringasta Shet & | Toab Shet in Sep; 2 Lerwick & singles Nesting & Northmavine Shet in Oct; 1 Newtonnife 
H in Nov; 6 Baltasound Shet & 1-3 W.Clyne H Nov/Dec; 1 Queen’s Park, Glasgow Clyde in Dec. 
Greenland Redpoll C.f. rostrata 

1 Fair Is 16-18 Sep; 1 Fetlar Shet 22 Sep; 1 Balnakeil H 28 Sep; 1 L.Brora H 7 Oct. | 


Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hormemanni 
1 hornemanni Skerries Shet 29 Sep-2 Oct; 1 Fair Is 7 Oct. 


Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Breeding: Caith a few 2 sites in May but no proof; High noted at least 18 sites with br4 Strathy in May; IE 
breeding numbers very low, only a few pairs, MCS 3.00, MBS 2.5; A&D good numbers, noted 6 sites, bull 
proof of breeding; P&K noted c.6 sites; Fife first breeding for 10 years with 1 juv seen Bathmoor Plantation \th 
juvs also seen Devilla and nest-building L.Ore, may also have bred Tentsmuir; Forth widespread in Trossdis 
but no young seen; Bord noted 9 sites with young seen Bowmont Forest & Redheugh; Arg noted c.10 sites vib | 
br4 seen Port Ann; Clyde Is 2 juvs Mount Stuart in May; Clyde noted at least 15 sites, 2 with sub-song & 2t{1 
Ross Wood in Apr; Ayr none Glentrool where crop failure, better later, only a few prs noted; D&G only aw 
sites held bird. 
Flocks: 60 Gairnshiel NE during the winter. 45 Coul Res. F, 35 Drummond Hill P&K, 30 Cawdor Wood 
30 Cameron Res. F, 30 Fithie Wood A&D, 30 Barry Buddon A&D, 20 Dunnet Forest Caith & 17 Hirsel lin 
Jan; 80 Dalkeith L, 54 Glen Dye NE, 18 Peppermill Dam F in Feb; 66 Earlshall Muir F, 50 Reres F, 60 Devla 
F & 20 Roseisle M&N during Mar; 39 Montreathmont A&D in Apr; 35 Keiloch NE, 25 Culbin Forest Mé N, 
20 Gruline, Mull Arg & 11 Peniel Heugh B in May; 21 Achfary H & 14 Corlarach Arg in Nov; 42 Strathtin 
H, 20 L.Achnahinich H & 18 Lussa L. Arg in Dec. V 

very few anywhere in latter part of year other than Argyll & Highland. 
Passage: 1 Ork in Apr; | OHeb in May; 7 Shet, 5 Ork & 1 Fair Is in Jun, 6 Shet, 3 Ork & 2 Fair Is in ju 
sprinkling of 1-3 birds on east coast in summer. 


i) 


= 


Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica 
High good numbers reported Badenoch & Strathspey but little solid data, breeding also noted W.Ross and asi 
N as Brora - the largest flocks noted were 30 Abernethy in Apr, 12 Corrimony in Jun, 18 Longart Forest in £9, 
40 Glenmore in Nov, 14 Glen Affric in Dec; M&N 4 Daugh of Edinville in Jul; NE bred through area Wot 
Aboyne, despite heavy cone crop the success was poor due to heavy snow in Apr - the MCS was 3.75 & MS 
3.00 - but birds became increasingly scarce after summer was as they consumed the cone crop, the larjst 
autumn flock being 8 near Invercauld. | 


Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytopsittacus 
High 8 N.Abernethy Forest in Jan; NE the large cone crop promised a bumper year but late snow in Apr cau 
many failures, the nest study had MCS 3.63 & MBS 2.71, only a few birds remained to feed on the poor cos, 
also Mar Forest late Oct; 4 Glen Tanar in Dec. The situation with these large-billed birds remains unresoht 


| 


Common Rosefinch Passer montanus 


Spring: 1 Haroldswick Shet 11 May; | Eswick Shet & Fair Is 15 May; 1-3 Fair Is and singles Fetlar She& 
May May Jun Jun Jul Jul Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct Total] Foula Shet 16-20 May. 
Nisles 3 I 7 dt) At ES se = 82 Peak passage was 28 May- 2tunwil 


OHeb - 4 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 3 Fair Is, 2 If 
N Scot 


E/C Scot - oo May & I St.Abbs B 29 May. | igi 
SE Scot - : eo 3-4 Jun and 1 Balmartin, Tiree Argn 
Total — 7 Jun. 
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Late birds Noss Shet 24-26 Jun, Papa 
i: ed Ork 2 Jul & Fair Is 15 Jul. 
Poor spring N.Isles. 
Peecing: OHeb I|st-s m_ summered 
Balinvanich, Benbecula 8 Jun-17 Aug; 
P&K | m. in full song at Dron, near 
1 Invergowrie 24-30 Jun; Forth ad m | 
| sang near Balquidder 2 & 17 Jun but | 
_ possibly present 2 weeks earlier. 
_ Autumn: singles Whalsay Shet 12-13 
| Aug; Fair Is & N.Ronaldsay 28 Aug; 5 
_ Fair Is 30 Aug. 2 Noss Head Caith 5 
Sep. 7 Fair Is 16-20 Sep; 6 Whalsay, 3 
| Skaw, Unst Shet & 4 singles Shet 18- 
~20Sep; 1 Thorntonloch L 28-29 Sep. 
y Last singles N.Ronaldsay 3 Oct & Nor- 
i; Wick Shet 9 Oct. 32 in spring - 60 in 


yj autumn. Fourth for Lothian, fifth for & : ¢ oo 
al Borders, sixth for Argyll. Common Rosefinch, Dronie, Wester Ross 1986. Photo: Angus Hogg. 
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‘ Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

fe Breeding: Caith several Langwell in May; High good season Eigg, CBC up 30%; Fife noted 9 sites, poor nesting 
season; Loth 22prs at 11 sites with Sprs Aberlady, 4prs Hermitage of Braid; Bord noted 13 sites; Arg 1 Taynish 

sl CBC (4); Clyde 44prs at 27 sites with 6prs Palacerigg: 

if Largest counts: 53 Scootmore M&N, 46 Muthill P&K, 32 Glen Cally A&D, 23 Abernethy H, 23 Knapdale 
Arg, 20 Glen Tanar NE, 20 Galashiels B &18 Ruchmacroy M&N in Jan; 22 Fearnan P&K, 20 Stoneymollan 
,, Clyde in Feb; 23 Tweedbank B in Mar; 23 E.Lomond F in Noy; 21 Tromiebridge H in Dec. 

i Passage: 1-3 Queenamidda Ork Jan-Apr; 1 Voe Shet 7 Mar; | Fetlar Shet 22 Mar; 1 Fair Is 8 Apr; 1 Stornoway 
Woods OH 13 Apr; 1 Scalloway Shet 21 Apr; 1 Stromness Ork 21-24 Apr; 1 Fair Is 22 Apr; 1-2 Whalsay Shet 
‘23-30 Apr; 1 Fetiar Shet 25 Apr; 1 Kirkwall Ork 29-30 Apr; 1 N.Locheynort, S.Uist OH 4 May; 1 Tresta Shet 

| ihe May. Only 2 records in autumn: | Helendale Shet 7-10 Oct; 1 Binscarth Ork 25 Nov. 


-Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

"1 Passage: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27 Mar. Influx 6-12 Apr when 3 Fair Is, 2 Wick Caith , 2 Shebster Caith & 
if singles Lerwick Shet, Brae Shet, South Nesting Shet, Herston, S.Ronaldsay Ork, Kirkwall Ork, Graemeshall 
4 Ork, Ballindalloch M&N & Anstruther F; another Kirkwall & singles Papdale House Ork, Crantit Park Ork 
| & Balmedie NE 15 Apr. Further birds 19-29 Apr when 2 Exnaboe Shet & singles Norwick Shet, Fetlar Shet, 
\ Whalsay Shet , Langwell Caith, Inchnadamph H, Cromarty Bridge H & Kinloss M&N. 1 Golspie H 1 May. 
: /1 Fair Is 8-10 May. 1 Abriachan, L.Ness H 24 Jul. Fourth & Fifth records for Moray & Nairn. 

* Breeding: NE pr Hatton 11-30 Apr; P&K 2 Scone in Feb & May: Bord singles seen Selkirk & Monteviot; 


Photos of Anstruther bird in Fife Bird Report 1998 (cover) & Fair Isle bird in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 1998: 68-69. 
i 


* White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 
i Noup of Noss Shet 8 Jun. Eighth for Shetland. 


| Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 

i ‘Winter/spring: singles Valleyfield Lagoons F 4 Feb; N.Ronaldsay Ork 10 Feb; Kincraig Head F 22 Mar; 
/ ew L 20 Apr; Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH 24 Apr; & Fair Is 15-16 May & 26 May. 

Autumn/winter: First 5 Scolpaig, N.Uist OH 22 Aug; 1 St.Fergus NE 5 Sep; 3 Fair Is 12 Sep, then daily there 
to 12 Oct; 6N. Ronaldsay 14 Sep; with 2 there 22 Sep & 29 Sep; 3 Foula Shet 23 Sep; 2-3 Girdleness NE on 
ne Sep-3 Oct; ; 1-2 Quendale Shet 24-29 Sep; 3 Yonderton Clyde 28 Sep; 2 No Ness Shet 29 Sep; 1-2 Grutness 
N'\Shet 1-3 Oct; 4 Skerries Shet 1-5 Oct; 4 Haroldswick Shet 3-9 Oct; 4 Skelberry Shet 5 Oct; 1 Thorntonloch L 
tly. 29 Sep; 1 The Laggan Arg 29 Oct; max 23 Fair Is on 4 Oct; max 11 N.Ronaldsay 10 Oct; 2 Girdleness on 
i W Oct; 1 Fair Is 20 Oct. 1 N.Ronaldsay 9 Nov; 1 Musselburgh L 11 Nov; 6 Tyninghame L 29 Nov with | there 
b Dec; 1 Yellowcraig L 7 Dec. 


i Se 
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Winter/spring: max flocks: 260 Herston Ork, 200 Deerness Ork, 200 Lyth Caith, 100 Lossiemouth M&N |) 
100 Whitecairns NE in Jan; 300 Dunskellor, N.Uist OH, 100 Clett Rock Caith, 60 Carn Glas-Choire H in Fe} 
300 Spittal Caith, 200 Marwick Head Ork, 200 Dunnet Beach Caith, 100 Glengolly Caith, 62 Dornoch 1 
50 Craggan H in Mar. In C/S Scotland: 70 Mid Hill, Ettrick B, 60 Valleyfield F, 55 Dowlaw B & 17 Mill Gid 
Forth in Jan. Last Clyde 3 Mar; A&D & Bord 16-17 Mar; Arg, Fife & Ayr 20-28 Mar; Caith, Forth, Loth |) 
OHeb 13-18 Apr; Shet 16 May; NE, Fair Is & Ork 1-6 Jun. . 
Breeding: High 22prs for whole of Central Cairngorms (15), also 2mm Foinavon, 2mm Ben More we 
Eighe, 3mm Ben Nevis; NE small numbers on high tops; A&D 2 juvs on a summit in Jul. 

Autumn/winter: Bumper autumn in North with widespread penetration into SE by Nov-Dec. 
First Ork 12 Sep; Shet, Fair Is & Bord 16-19 Sep; Caith, OHeb, NE, Loth & M&N 21-27 Sep; Clyde, Arg | 
Fife 3-31 Oct; Nov in Ayr, Forth, A&D. 1,000 N.Unst Shet, 680 Fair Is, 600 Foula Shet, 150 Fetlar She 
100 Papa Westray Ork in Sep; 200 Culla, S.Uist OH and 60 St.Kilda OH in Oct; 500 Watermoss Or) 
400 Woodstock Ork, 400 Greenwall Ork, 400 Greenland Caith, 300 Skail Ork, 300 Bardnaclaven Cait) 
300 Westerdale Caith, 300 Houstry of Dunn Caith, 250 Fetlar, 250 South Head Caith, 250 L.Watten Cait, 
200 Gleshfield Caith in Nov; 300 East Kirk Caith, 250 Teuchar NE, 200 Byister Watten Caith, 200 Cuthill ]) 
106 Inver Bay H, 107 Nairn Bars M&N & 100 Asloun NE in Dec. 
In S/C Scotland: 120 Hadden B, 61 Bonaly L & 20 Cardross Bay Clyde in Nov; 90 Ballo Res. F, 70 Tayinlog 
Arg, 30 Leadburn L & 30 Kilmacolm Clyde in Dec. | 


* Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalus 
1 Fair Is 8-11 Oct. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
Winter/ Spring: 200 Dowlaw B, 160 Redheugh B, 150 Powhillon D&G & 100 Whitecairns NE in Jan; 1} 
Mill of Grange M&N & 90 Ardmore Clyde in Mar. Also 250 in NY06 (Caeriaverock) D&G during wint) 
farmland survey in Jan. Flocks of 40-99 reported from High, M&N (2), NE (2), Fife (2), Forth (2), Loth (4) 
Bord (2) & Clyde. Passage: c.20 Shet, 17 Fair Is & 6 Ork in Apr/May. 

Breeding: High | sang Eigg; Fife 8prs Eden Est., 6prs reared 12 young Longannet, mostly singles noted 
24 other sites; Forth 10prs lower Devon WBS, L1prs/km> Doune CBC; Loth at 18 sites with 10 Biel Grang 
Bord noted 11 sites with 11 Causewaybank & 10 Newmains; Arg noted just 6 sites; Clyde 80prs at 28 sites wi) 
10prs Summerston; Ayr 16prs Knockbentier; D&G noted 5 sites. 

Autumn/winter: Passage: none Shet, 3 Fair Is, & 3 Ork & 1 S.Uist OH, mostly Sep. 

250 Teuchar NE & 100 Asloun NE in Dec. Flocks 40-99 from NE (3), Fife, Loth, Bord & D&G. 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
Spring: | Benston, Nesting Shet 12 May; Papa Westray Ork 19 May; Foula Shet 23 May; Fair [s 8 Jun. | 
Autumn: mostly singles Skerries Shet 3 Sep; 1-3 Fair Is 4-12 Sep; Is of May 4-8 Sep; Sumburgh Shet 6 Se 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 6-7 Sep; Grutness Shet 9-12 Sep; Sandness Shet 10 Sep; Fetlar Shet 10-11 Sep; Whalsz 
Shet 11 Sep; Fair Is 20 Sep; Is of May 25-26 Sep; Whalsay 25 & 29 Sep; Whalsay 2 Oct; Fair Is 5-9 Oc 
Bressay Shet 18 Oct; Whalsay 26 Oct. 

4 in spring and a record 20 in autumn: 11 Shet, 6 Fair Isle, 1 Ork, 2 Is of May. 


* Yellow-browed Bunting Emberiza chrysophrys | 


1 Hoy Ork 4-5 May. Second for Orkney, 3rd for Scotland & Sth for Britain .Photo & account Birding Scotland 2: i 


* Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica | 
| 


Spring: 1m N.Ronaldsay Ork 8 Jun; 1m Is of May 15 Jun. 

Autumn: 2 Fair Is 24 Sep, 5 on 25 Sep, rising to 6 on 26 Sep-3 Oct, with 3 on 4-5 Oct & 2 on 6 Oct, then anoth’ 
2 there 9 Oct with singles 10-11 Oct & 13 Oct; 1 Bressay Shet 26-27 Sep; 1 Swining Shet 27-30 Sep; 
Symbister, Whalsay Shet 27-30 Sep with 2 there to 2 Oct; 1 Skaw, Whalsay Shet 27 Sep; | Fetlar Shet 28 Se 
Im N.Ronaldsay 28-29 Sep; 1 Sandwick Shet 29 Sep; 2 Quendale Shet 29-30 Sep, 1 to 3 Oct; 1 Skerries Sh 
29 Sep-4 Oct; 1 Newpark-Brough, Whalsay Shet 1 Oct; 1 Hamister-Skibberhoull, Whalsay Shet 2 Oct. 

A record autumn in N.Isles with 13 Shetland, min 9 Fair Is & I Orkney. Photo of a Fair Is bird Birding Scotland 
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| Fetlar Shet 5 Sep; | Burrafirth, Unst Shet 23-24 Sep; 1-2 Fair Is 25-26 Sep, another 28 Sep-5 Oct; 1 Quendale 
Shet 28-29 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 29 Sep with there 2-4 on 30 Sep-2 Oct & 1 to 4 Oct; 1 Tarbat Ness H & 1 
* Swining Shet 30 Sep; 1 Brough, Whalsay Shet 30 Sep-1 Oct; 2 Skaw, Whalsay Shet 1 Oct; 2 Symbister, 
Whalsay Shet 2-3 Oct; 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 2-3 Oct; 1 Fife Ness F & 1 Noup, Westray Ork 3 Oct; 1 Harolds- 
wick Shet 3-9 Oct; 1 Durigarth Shet 4-6 Oct; 1 Fair Is 5-18 Oct. 24 in autumn, all but 2 in N.Isles. 


. 
| * Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 
b 


* Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola 


4 f/1st-w singles at N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Sep; Fair Is on 5-11 Sep; Grutness Shet & Fair Is & 13-14 Sep. 
Photos: Grutness bird Birding Scotland 1:192. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniculus 
iv Winter/spring: 120 Dale Ork in Jan; 30 Menstrie Forth in Feb; 100 Picketlaw Moss Clyde & 22 Corrimony H 
lt in Mar; 35 Cove NE in Apr. Max 13 Fair Is 10 May. 
* Breeding: Shet 3-4prs Unst was only report; Ork 22prs Harray L., 6prs Hundland L., 5prs Hobbister with 16 
Hi others noted elsewhere; OHeb 10prs Benbecula & 8 S.Uist; High 5O0prs Insh Marshes, pr bred Eigg (first 
success since ‘92), 60% decrease in juvs L.Eye CES; M&N noted 6 sites; NE 40prs L.of Strathbeg; P&K noted 
Ml 17 localities with 23prs Vane Farm (10), 19prs Carsebreck; Fife 23prs Eden Est.(19) also at 24 other sites but 
- ‘something wrong with productivity St.Margaret’s Marsh CES when no young yet again despite many ads; Forth 
=| 10prs lower Devon WBS; Loth 41prs Aberlady, 6-7 Straiton; Bord 125mm at 54 sites with 23prs Ettrick 
Marshes, 11prs Broughton-Biggar & 7prs Lindean Res.; Arg 11prs Colonsay, 5prs Sanda Is., noted 11 other 
_ sites; Clyde 367prs at 125 sites with 21 Biggar Water Marshes, 20 MoD Clyde Estate & 13prs Lochwinnoch; 
=. Ayr 38prs at 23 sites with min 7prs Bogton L.; , 20 MoD Clyde Estate & 13 Lochwinnoch; 
_ Autumn/winter: 22 N.Ronaldsay Ork 29 Sep; 62 Fair Is, 40 Skerries Shet, 14 Whalsay Shet & 38 N.Ronaldsay 
ill 6-4 Oct. Passage Fife Ness F included 10SW (hr) Fife Ness 10 Oct & 11SW(hr) on 20 Oct. 46 Cornaigmore, 
lt) Tiree Arg & 21 Onthank Ayr in Oct; 50 Dale in Nov; 28 Glen Fruin Clyde & 20 Errol P&K in Dec. 


,, Corn Bunting Milaria calandra 
Breeding: Ork singles Stronsay & Hyndgreenie, Papa 
if } Westray; OHeb N.Uist, 24mm Balranald - Benbecula, 
4 Nunton, Benbecula -S.Uist, 10 Kildonan, 4 Bornish, 
also 6 Barra, 6 Vatersay & 4 Borve; High 1m Loans of 
Tullich, Fearn in Jun; M&N 4prs Roseisle &10 other 
_ sites; NE serious decline Buchan Plain since 1981-84 
~ with fewer Udny & Longside, | new site at Blackburn; 
| A&D 14 records from coast but doubts that still breeds 
| inland; P&K 2 Vane Farm in Aug; Fife 86mm in SOC 
_ | survey (+14% over 1997), mostly Largo Bay & Boarhills 
/ | but 19 Strathkinnes, 8 Knightsward, some nests destroyed 
_ by verge-cutting as increasingly driven to nest on field 
| margins by intensification of farming; Loth 1 Illieston 
| in May; Bord 1 inland bird at Earlston in Apr, none 
~ usual site; Arg just 1 bird left Tiree (not after May) & 1 
-Tayinloan in Jul; D&G very scarce in Galloway, just 
2mm Mull of Galloway, 3 sites with 6mm Ruthwell & 6 Corn Bunting, Bornish, S.Uist 1997. Photo: Angus Hogg. 
o, birds at 3 sites near Caerlaverock. 
' Flocks: 4 Stonelaws L in Jan; 19 Aberchirder NE, 17 Ruthwell D&G, 7 Udny NE, 2 Craigielaw L & 2 Moss- 
f | blown Farm Ayr in Feb; 16 Mains of Usan A&D, 10 Potterton NE & 6 Dowlaw B in Mar. 50 Paible, N.Uist 
OH, 30 Ninton OH in autumn; 33 Oban Trumisgarry, N.Uist OH in winter. 20 Bridge of Dee D&G in Oct; 16 


i | Pickletillum F & 6 East Fortune L in Nov; 120 Anstruther F & 7 Rattray NE in Dec. 


Bi 


th 

5 | * Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

i Durigarth Shet 28 Sep-5 Oct. Second record for Shetland, fourth for Scotland. 
| | Photos: Birding Scotland c over 1(4); Birding Scotland 2: 87. and account 2:88 
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Escapes 


White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

1 R.Don, Aberdeen NE 16 Sep-28 Sep when taken into 
care; 1 Darnaconnar, Barrhill Ayr 29 Sep-1 Oct; 1 
Glasserton D&G 30 Sep; Wigtown Harbour D&G 10 Oct- 
31 Dec; also 2 reports from Stranraer in same general 
period. These records involved at least one of several birds 
that escaped from a wildlife park on the Isle of Man. 
An unidentified pelican, presumably this species, noted 
Southend Arg in Jun. 


White Stork Ciconia ciconia 1 near Comrie 5-6 Nov, 
had escaped from local wildlife park. 


Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis 
1 Kildonan, Arran Clyde Is on 6 Jun. 


Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 

1 Mugdock L. Clyde 31 Mar and intermittently to 15 
Aug, also seen L.Ardinning Clyde 15 May & Dumbrock 
L. Clyde 12 Jun. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 

Pr Glenkiln Res. D&G reared br4. Pr Union Canal at 
Ratho L reared br3. 

1 L.of Harray Ork all year (from 1995); 1 various water 
around Glasgow 21 Feb-21 May and again 7 Aug-11 Sep; 
1 Cambus Forth 10 Apr; 1 Redden Haugh B 1 May; 1 
L.Lomond Clyde 17 May-17 Sep with 3 there 7 Oct & 1 
at Endrick Mouth Clyde 31 Dec; 3 Eden Est. F 23 May- 
19 Jun, then L.of Strathbeg NE 22 Jun-12 Jul with 2 
there to 24 Oct; 1 Tyninghame L 13-18 Jun; 1 Drummond 
P. P&K July, August and September. 1 Carlingwark/ 
L.Ken/Threave D&G in Jul; 2 Montrose Basin A&D 5 
Aug, then Forfar L. A&D to end of 1998; 1 Whitrig B 10 
Sep; 1 Musselburgh L 5-17 Oct. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 

1 Musselburgh L 14-16 May; 1 Carsebreck P&K 23 May; 
9 L.of Strathbeg NE 21 Jun; 2 L.Ederline Arg 24 Jul; 1 
L.of Tankerness Ork 3 Sep. 


Swan Goose Anser cygnoides 
1 Garlieston D&G 24 Apr had been there for some time. 


Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 

1 Hogganfield L. Clyde 18 Jun-28 Jul and 13& 17 Sep 
&1 Oct, also seen Millichen Clyde 31 Jul-18 Aug & 20 
Oct, and Gadloch Clyde 5-11 Sep & 22 Sep & 20 Oct. 


Ross’s Goose Anser rossi 
1 Irvine Ayr (from 1997) still present 9 Jan-21 Feb & 
again from 7 Sep-31 Dec. 


Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 
Min. | Lady Is Ayr 13 Jun; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 21 Jun; 
1 Doonfoot Ayr 2 Sep. 


Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis 
1 L.of Strathbeg NE 8 May (with rings). 


Egyptian Goose Alopchen aegypticus 
1 from June to December reported from Marlee Loch,), 
Tay at Kercock, and R. Tay above Perth. | unringed | 
Montrose Basin A&D 26 May - 31 Dec; 1 from June) 
December reported from Marlee Loch, R. Tay at Kerco 
and R. Tay above Perth, all P&K. 
Magellan Goose Cloephaga picta 
Ad f Lochlea Ayr 2 Sul-7 Oct was also seen at Baro} 
Haugh Clyde 2 Jul, 13 Nov & 23 Dec, Strathclyde | 
Clyde 2-4 Jul & Carbarns Clyde 18 Oct-31 Dec. 


Muscovy Duck Cairina moschatus 
5 Gunknowe L. B 1 Jan with 7 on 31 Mar. Bred ina lo} 
garden, hatching br7, none of which survived. | 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

Pair escaped from Caerlaverock D&G 20 Mar. 


Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys | 
1 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 17 Mar, 12-29 Jul and 6-19 Si 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa | 
Pr Mugdock Clyde 24 Mar; 2mm Foyers Bay, L.Ness) 
9 May. 1f at Levenmouth F 2 Nov probably came frgq 


nearby Beverage Park. 


Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix 

3 Baron’s Haugh Clyde 28 Mar &14 Jun with | there 
Jun-2 Jul, 2 there 6 Jul-23 Sep; | L.of Strathbeg NE 2 
30 Apr; 1 Udale Bay H 17 May. 


Falcated Teal Anas falcata 
Im Merryton Haugh-Baron’s Haugh Clyde 8 Mar-26 i 
also seen Ross P. Clyde 21 Apr. 


Canvasback Aythya valisineria 
1 injured/pinioned Muckle Water, Rousay Ork 16 Jur 


Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis | 
1 with jesses Mossat NE Apr-1999. 


Harris’ Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus \ 
1 Stoneyburn L in Mar. | 
| 


Saker Falco cherrug | 
1 Gott Shet 21 May; 1 with jesses seen Durness area H) 
L.Croispol 12 Sep, Faraidh Head 15 Sep & L.Borrallie 
Oct - all Durness. | 


Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus 
1m North Craig Res. Ayr 14 Apr was an obvious eseay 


Lady Amherst’s Pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae| 
1 Stobs Station B 1 Mar. 


ee 


. R.D.Murray [Ed.] 109 


Common Peafowl Pavo cristatus Parrot sp. Psittacidae 
| Im West Rigg, Bavelaw L 26 Sep & 30 Oct. A green parrot in Livingston L 11 Jan may have been a 
Monk Parakeet Myiopritta monachus or an Amazon Ama- 
| Eagle Owl Bubo bubo zona spp. 
_ Icalling Fairy Glen, Black Isle H throughout the year. 
- A “Bengal” bird escaped Kirkcudbright Wildlife Park Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus 
| D&G Nov 1997. Found in poor condition Stranraer D&G 1 Polmont Forth 10 Nov. 
i 7 Sep. It died soon after. 1 Knowe-Penninghame For- 
] estry D&G in autumn (after capture of above bird). Red-billed Starling Sturnus sericeus 
F 1 Sandhaven NE 1-3 Oct. 
_ Cockateil Nymphicus hollandicus 
_ | Linn Park Clyde 26 Aug; 1 dead Musselburgh L 31 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 
Aug. 2 escaped Eddleston B 5 Sep. 1 Anstruther F for a few days in winter. 
t Conure sp. Aratinga sp. Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
~ [1996] 1 Leith L Aug-Oct was probably a Brown-headed 1 clear escape, lacking tail feathers, Ralston, Paisley Clyde 
Conure Aratinga bruniceps. 17-20 Jan. 
f Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 
_ | Eswick Shet 17 Jun; 1 Musselburgh L 16 Aug; 1 1 Brora-Sputieburn H 11-14 Jun. 
Netherlee Clyde 31 Aug. 1f/imm RAF Leuchars F 2 Oct was judged by BBRC to 
be a Red/Black-headed Bunting, but not specifically iden- 
’ Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri tified. 


| The Meadows, Edinburgh L 15 Jul; 1 Inverkip Clyde 
Jul-Aug & 4-12 Nov; 1 Bearsdean Clyde 26-31 Dec. 


me 


Breeding Bird Survey 
‘ll This survey is the main population monitoring tool for breeding birds in Britain recently adopted by the BTO, JNCC & 
Il) RSPB. Started in 1994 it is intended to totally replace the Common Bird Census. For details of the survey see the annual 
- report (Noble, D.G, et al. 1999. The Breeding Bird Survey 1998. BTO, JNCC & RSPB). 
' This report includes a section specifically on Scotland which is repeated below. 


om 


| “Of the 60 Scottish species that occurred in at least 20 squares, numbers of two species (Wren & Robin) were signifi- 
_ cantly up from last year and one species (Blue Tit) significantly lower. Over the medium term, 19 species show evidence 
| of significant increases since 1994, the significant increases in Starling, Linnet and Bullfinch standing in contrast to 
_ their significant overall decline in the UK as a whole. It is probably too early to make much of these trends, but it is 
_ interesting that a higher proportion of species appear to be increasing in Scotland than in the UK as a whole. One 
' possibility is that climate change has resulted in range expansion northward, particularly of species near the northern 
_ edge of their range. Five species show evidence of significant declines in Scotland since 1994. The declines in Oyster- 
_ catcher and Lapwing are in keeping with their overall declines in the UK but Black-headed Gull, Pheasant and Woodpigeon 
| are widespread species that are stable elsewhere. Trends in gull numbers may be complicated by movements between 
_ colonies and in Pheasants by artificial stocking. The reasons for the decline in Woodpigeon is unknown; they may be 
_ suffering from reductions in fallow land. In contrast to the findings of some other species, there is no evidence from the 
’ BBS in Scotland that upland species such as Skylark, Meadow Pipit or Red Grouse are declining.” 

_ Reproduced with permission from the BTO (Richard Bashford). 


| 


_ Population changes in widespread species in Scotland 1997-98 & 1994-98 


! No. Change No. Change No. Change 
of plots 97-98 94-98 of plots 97-98 94-98 of plots 97-98 94-98 
Grey Heron 37 -17 *61 Curlew 124 8 -10 Swallow 122 34 1 
it | Mallard 79 5 14 ~~ Redshank 21 -14 0 House Martin 35 -15 *111 
): | Buzzard 84 -22 12 Com.Sandpiper 38 6 2 Tree Pipit 27 10 *51 
E Kestrel 44 44 -15 _ Black-h Gull 74 -24  =-*-58 Meadow Pipit 206 11 i 
_ Red Grouse 60 33 *44 Herring Gull 95 -1 30 Grey Wagtail 22 114 -28 
) Grey Partridge 26 8 67 Feral Pigeon 47 32 9 Pied Wagtail 113 39 *46 
7 ) Pheasant 95 -3.  *-22  Woodpigeon 149 4 =*-2) Wren 170 5) *84 
; i Oystercatcher 113 Se ta8 Collared Dove 33 46 0 Dunnock 90 23 *33 
' Golden Plover 51 7 4 Cuckoo 69 1 13 Robin 146 *47 22 
i _ Lapwing 83 -6 *-28 Swift 36 44 -28 Wheatear 78 11 *65 
Snipe 55 22 32. ~=—- Skylark 195 -6 4 Blackbird 135 21 -3 


} 
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No. Change No. Change No. Changi 

of plots 97-98 94-98 of plots 97-98 94-98 of plots 97-98 94-) 

Song Thrush 123 34 17. Great Tit 96 -2 *33 Chaffinch 190 S) *2 
Mistle Thrush 56 48 28 Magpie 29 -5 47 Greenfinch 73 -8 1 
Sedge Warbler 45 -16 -4 Jackdaw 84 6 15 Goldfinch 51 -28 
Whitethroat 50 21 25 Rook 95 69 *65 Siskin 61 -24 | 
Blackcap 22 31 *85 Carrion Crow 143 -10 -4__ Linnet 72 18 *6| 
Willow Warbler 176 11 *65 Raven 40 48 42 Bullfinch 28 76 *20) 
Goldcrest 70 17 *91 Starling 111 52 *49  Yellowhammer 82 -2 - 
Coal Tit 98 -8 *36 House Sparrow 68 6 -3 Reed Bunting 38 27 1] 
Blue Tit Wet Si -16 


* The asterisk indicates statistically significant changes in counts. Figures for birds that occur in less than 100 squares have lai} 
confidence limits and hence the reported changes should be treated as preliminary estimates. | 
For the purposes of the Scottish Bird Report I have obtained the Scottish results and manipulated the dataset to prese, 
in as simple a form as possible. Statisticians will probably throw up their hands in horror but the data is presented | 
Scottish regions. These are extremely broad areas but I hope that the BBS data will bring out facets of the numbers | 
densities of species in Scotland that have not been readily discernable hitherto. While we were unable to get preci 
matches of data due to the differences in defining local recording areas and the areas across which the BTO collects da 
the approximate areas used should be readily understandable. 


Breeding Bird Survey | No. of plots 


97. 8 The table to the left shows the number of plots worked in each year in the ar!) 


Highland, N&W Isles | 118 107 trary regions into which the data has been handled. While there is a clear imb) 
ance between the Highlands & Islands and the others, that may be altered) 
potas a 2 future SBRs to give a more even spread of recording plots across the country 
5855 | 


SW Scotland 


Only a limited number of common species, recording in a reasonably large numbers of plots, have been tabulated. Floc 
ing species present a problem as the presence of one or two large flocks (gulls, corvids etc.) will clearly distort the me, 
counts for an area. | 


The 1997 & 1998 data for Willow Warbler is shown here. The first column in the table records the percentage of plots 
which Willow Warblers were recorded in each year for each area of Scotland. The adjacent column shows the avera| 
number of contacts made by observers in each plot. 


% plots mean counts | While the following observations may not be terribly statis 

Willow Warbler 97 97 98 cally sound, this table could be interpreted as showing a nort 
south variation in the ubiquity of Willow Warblers in Scotlar 
there being a greater possibility of encountering them in t 
south than in the Highlands & Islands. This is only to expect 
as percentage cover of different habitat types will vary acro 
the country. Presumably woodlands are more frequent furth 
south than in the north. The variation in the percentage of plots between the years in each area is mostly quite small a 
is unlikely to be significant if just a few percentage points are involved. Some of this variation may be due to the variati 
numbers of plots done each year. 


The count data must reflect the differences in population densities across Scotland. In the case of the Willow Warbler, t 
small data set hints that this species may be more numerous in the west of the country. It also suggests that the limit 
habitat available to them in the Highlands & Islands supports as many, if not more, as the more widespread habit: 
further south. Between the years Willow Warblers appear to have increased in numbers in all areas. This could be t 
result of several factors such as good breeding success in 1997, reduced mortality during the migration to and fre 
Africa or good overwinter survival within Africa. 
If this method of showing the BBS dataset proves useful, more tables such as that for Willow Warbler will appear 
future editions of the Scottish Bird Report. The best way to make the data more reliable of course is to take part in t 
survey. Your local BTO Regional representative is your avenue to helping out with this groundbreaking survey. 


Ray Murr 
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1 SHETLAND 
FI (except Fair Isle) 


Local Recorder Network 


Kevin Osborn 
20 Nederdale, Lerwick, Shetland. ZE1 OSA 
01595 795 974 k.o@virgin.net 


Shetland Bird Report 

from Martin Heubeck, Sumburgh 
Lighthouse, Virkie, Shetland. 
ZE3 9JN. Tel -01950 460 760 


2 Fair IsLe 


Deryk Shaw 
Bird Observatory, Fair Isle. ZE2 9JU 


01595 760 258  fairisle.birdobs @zetnet.co.uk 


Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 
from Recorder 


4 4 OUTER HEBRIDES 


CAITHNESS 
(former Caithness district 
it of Highland) 


mn 


HIGHLAND 
} excluding former districts 
of Caithness & Nairn) 


nN 


> 
~ 


Moray & NAIRN 


9 NorTH-EAST SCOTLAND 
i (Aberdeenshire & 
ih City of Aberdeen) 


| 10 ANcus & DUNDEE 
mn (Angus & City of Dundee) 


11 Perry & Kinross 


it | 
it 
‘) 12 Fire 
it} (with Inchkeith, Inchcolm 

| & small islands but 

not the Isle of May) 

ih | 
| 13 Istz or May 


14 Fortu 
(Clackmannanshire, 
Falkirk & Stirling, 
but not Clyde basin) 


i 


Tim Dean 
Echa View, Burray, Orkney. KW17 2SX 
01856 731 204 


Brian Rabbitts 
6 Carnish, Lochmaddy, North Uist. HS6 5HL 
01876 580328 _ brian.rabbitts @ virgin.net 


Peter Miller 
10 Harrold Cottages, Reiss, Wick. KW1 4RU 
01955 603 665 


Colin Crooke 
6 George Street, Avoch, Ross-shire. [V9 8PU 
01381 620 566 


Martin Cook 

Rowanbrae, Clochan, Buckie, Banffshire. 
AB56 5EQ 

01542 850 296 martin.cook9 @virgin.net 


Andy Thorpe 

30 Monearn Gardens, Milltimber, 
Aberdeen. AB13 OEA 01224 312 484 
andrew &deedisc.freeserve.co.uk 


Dan Charmichael 

2A Reres Road, Broughty Ferry, 
Dundee. DD5 2QA 01382 779 981 
dan_a_carmichael@email.msn.com 


Ron Youngman 

Blaircroisk Cottage, Ballinluig 
Pitlcohry, Perthshire PH9 ONE 

0176 482 324 _ blairchroisk @aol.com 


Dougie Dickson 

2 Burrleton Court, Glenrothes, Fife KY7 4UN 
Fife KY7 4UN 01592 774 066 
DED_HMSD @talk21.com 


Iain English 
21 Gran t Court, Avon Grove, Hamilton, 
South Lanarkshire. ML3 7UT 


Dr. Cliff Henty 
7 Coneyhill Broad, Bridge of Allan 
Stirling FK9 4EL 


Orkney Bird Report 
From Mildred Cuthbert, 
Vishnabrack, Evie,Orkney. 


Outer Hebrides Bird Report 
from Recorder 


Caithness Bird Report 
Julian Smith, St.John, Broch, 
Dunnet, Caithness. 


Highland Bird Report 
from Recorder 


Moray & Nairn Bird Report 
from Recorder 


North-east Scotland Bird Report 
Dave Gill, Drakemyre Croft, 
Cairnorrie, Methlick, 
Aberdeenshire. 


Angus & Dundee Bird Report 
from Recorder 


none at present 


Fife Bird Report 
from Recorder 


Isle of May Bird Observatory Report 
from 


In “Forth Naturalist & Historian” 
L.Corbett, University Library, 
Univ. of Stirling, Stirling. FK9 4LA 
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15 ARGYLL 
(Argyll & Bute - not Isle 
of Bute & former West 
Dunbartonshire) 


16 CLYDE ISLANDS 
(Arran, the Cumbraes 
& Bute) 


17 CLYDE 
(Inverclyde, Glasgow, 
E.&W. Renfrewshire, 
N.&S. Lanarkshire, 
E.&W.Dunbartonshire, 
old Dunbartonshire area 
of Argyll and the Clyde 
drainage of Stirling) 


18 AYRSHIRE 


19 LoTHIAN 
(Edinburgh, E. & W. 
Lothian, Midlothian, 
Bass Rock, Inchmickery, 
Craigleith, etc. 


20 BorDERS 
Scottish Borders 


21 Dumrrigs & GALLOWAY 
former Nithsdale, 
Annandale & Eskdale 


Dumrriges & GALLOWAY 
former Stewartry 
& Wigtown 


Paul Daw 


Tign-na-Tulloch, Tullochgorm, Minard, 


Argyll PA32 8YQ 


monedula@ globalnet.co.uk 


Bernard Zonfrillo 
28 Brodie Road, Glasgow. G21 3SB 


0141 557 0791 8804751Z@udcf.gla.ac.uk 


Iain Gibson 


8 Kenmure Drive, Howwood, Johnstone, 


Renfrewshire PAY IDR 


01505 705874 c/o jim.val@btinternet.com 


Angus Hogg 


11 Kirkmichael Road, Crosshill, Maybole, 


Ayrshire. KA19 7RJ 


01655 740 317 dcgos@globalnet.co.uk 


David Kelly 
149 High Street, Prestonpans 
East Lothian. EH32 9AX 


01875 810 827 dj_kelly @lineone.net 


Ray Murray 


4 Bellfield Crescent, Eddleston, Peebles 


Borders EH45 8RQ. 


01721 730 677 ray.d.murray @ukgateway.net 


Steve Cooper 

WWT Eastpark, Caerlaverock 
Dumfries & Galloway DG1 4RS 
01387 770 200 


Paul Collin 


Gairland, Old Edinburgh Road, Minnigaff, 
Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6PL 


01671 402 861 


Abbreviations used for the recording areas in the text 


Shet Shetland Is. 
Fair Is Fair Isle 
Ork Orkney Is. 


OH-OHeb Outer Hebrides 
Caith Caithness 


Abbreviations used in table: the data from the following areas have been combined as follows: 


High Highland F-Fife 


Arg Argyll 
M&N Moray & Nairn Is of May Isle of May Clyde Is Clyde Islands 
NE North-east Scotland Forth Clyde Clyde 
A&D Angus & Dundee L-Loth Ayr Ayrshire 


P&K Perth & Kinross B-Bord 


N Isles Shetland, Fair Isle & orkney 
OHeb Outer Hebrides 
N Scotland Caithness & Highland 


NE Scotland Moray & Nairn & North-east Scotland 


E/C Scotland Angus & Dundee, Perth & Kinross, Fife, Isle of May & Forth 
Lothian & Borders 
Argyll & Clyde Islands & Clyde 


SE Scotland 
W Scotland 


SW Scotland Ayrshire & Dumfries & Galloway 
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Argyll Bird Report 
from Bill Staley, 16 Glengilp, 
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